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What should I do if my fluorescent light breaks?

Business Savvy Sustainability

What to do with old fluorescent lights?

Questions? Call 963-1852 or visit www.MarBorg.com

Sometimes forgotten in the list of materials classified as 
hazardous are fluorescent lamps.  Fluorescent tubes and the 
“curly cue” compact fluorescent lights (CFLs) contain mercury, 
which is very toxic to humans and the environment.

In California, it’s illegal to throw fluorescent lamps in the trash, 
since their breakage results in the release of mercury vapor. 
Although the amount of mercury released is small, the vapor 
can be absorbed through the lungs and enter the bloodstream. 
Mercury residue can also wash into local waterways.

Businesses needing to recycle old fluorescent lamps can do 
so at the Community Hazardous Waste Collection Center 
at UCSB (by appointments on Fridays), at the County’s 
South Coast Recycling and Transfer Station, or at one 
of MarBorg’s ABOP Centers located in downtown SB and 
Goleta.  Please visit www.LessIsMore.org or call 882-3602 
for details.  And remember to store your old lamps in their 
original boxes or another appropriate container.  Please do not 
tape fluorescent tubes together.

1. Air out the room by opening windows for at least 15 minutes while 
shutting off any heating and air-conditioning systems; evacuate the 
room while it’s being aired out.

2. Using a piece of cardboard, scoop up and place the broken pieces and 
cardboard in a solid container with a lid, or a sealed plastic bag.

3. Use tape to pick up remaining powder and small pieces.
4. Wipe the area with a damp paper towel and put the towel in the 

container with the broken pieces.
5. Take the container or bag to the Community Hazardous Waste 

Collection Center; call 882-3602 to schedule an appointment.
6. Avoid using a vacuum or broom to clean up broken lamps.  If a vacuum 

is absolutely needed (e.g. for carpeted areas), remove the vacuum bag 
when finished. If your vacuum uses a canister, immediately empty it 
and wipe it out thoroughly.

If you accidentally 

break a fluorescent 

bulb, follow these steps 

to clean it up properly:
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For more information visit  
www.islavistafood.coop

A lot of people have heard the phrase “reduce, reuse, recycle,” but 
not everyone knows that there is in fact a method to the madness.  
As the phrase suggests, reducing and reusing should be prioritized 
over recycling.  Overall, reducing and reusing are the most cost 
effective and efficient strategies for increasing the sustainability of 
your business.

In this edition, we’d like to recognize the Isla Vista Food Cooperative 
for their outstanding efforts and longtime dedication to sustainability.  
The Co-op’s approach to waste management is centered on reducing 
and reusing as much as possible.  At the Co-op, not a single piece 
of paper goes unturned.  Customers are allowed to bring in their own 
containers to refill at the bulk bins.  Empty bread and produce bags 
from the Co-op’s kitchen are cleaned and set aside for customers 
to re-use.  Cardboard boxes find a second life as a carry-out option 
for those who forget their reusable bags, and all produce boxes, a 
high dollar and highly difficult to recycle commodity, are set aside 
for local farmers to take as needed.  At the Co-op, employees are 
strongly discouraged from using disposable products over reusable 
ones.  The food recovery program, which ensures that edible food is 
not wasted and that Co-op employees never go hungry, significantly 
reduces the amount of food that gets thrown away.  When unclaimed 
produce and plant-based products do pass their prime, they are set 
aside and collected weekly by master gardener and longtime Co-op 
supporter Bill Palmisano, who turns them into vermi-compost that he 
both uses and sells to local Santa Barbara gardeners.  According to 
general manager Melissa Cohen, “sustainability is all about closing 
the loop in a way that is generative for everyone.”  

Aside from their extensive waste reduction strategies, the Co-op encourages and inspires their customers to 
become more sustainable through their various outreach and education programs.  The “How Good” program 
educates consumers about the overall sustainability of specific products using a downloadable app and identifying 
shelf tags, allowing them to make more sustainable purchases.  In the upcoming months, the Co-op patio will host 
talks and workshops on sustainable waste management, recycling with an eye for social justice, and container 
gardening.  At the Co-op, it’s not just about what they are achieving as a business, but what they are helping their 
community achieve as a hub for sustainability.  

When asked what advice she’d offer to other businesses looking to increase their sustainability, Melissa says, “start 
with recycling.”  Then, she recommends looking at different micro-environments within the organization and finding 
a way to make each one more sustainable—one step at a time.  Adding re-usable dishes to your office kitchen, 
a water cooler to your break room, or handing out re-usable water bottles to your employees are all simple and 
effective solutions for increasing sustainability.

The Co-op imbues the idea that you don’t need a huge budget or access to fancy equipment in order to be 
sustainable.  It’s about creating a culture of sustainability, making it work with what you’ve got, and recognizing the 
value in each and every resource. 



Santa Barbara County Commercial Recycling 
Requirements – All businesses that generate any 
amount of commercial solid waste and multifamily 
residential dwellings of five units or more shall 
arrange for recycling services.  Business can take 
one or any combination of the following actions in 
order to reuse, recycle, or otherwise divert solid 
waste from disposal. 

• Subscribe to recycling collection service with an approved hauler, like MarBorg.

• Self-haul, to a permitted solid waste facility or buy back center.

• Arrange for the pickup of recyclable materials.

• Subscribe to a recycling service that may include mixed waste processing that yields 
diversion results comparable to source separation.

  *All businesses that do not subscribe to recycling services must apply for a waiver 
in order to be in compliance.

E-Waste Recycling Reminder

Electronic waste, often called “e-waste”, includes all devices 
that require electricity to operate. If it plugs in, charges up, 
or takes batteries, it’s considered e-waste when it breaks.  
Examples include TVs, computers, printers, fax machines, 
phones, stereo systems, and much more.  These devices 
contain precious metals like gold and silver, as well as heavy 
metals like lead, mercury, and cadmium that can be harmful 
to you and the environment.  As such, e-waste is banned 
from trash disposal in California.

If your business has old electronics that need to be recycled, 
you can drop them off at one of MarBorg’s recycling facilities 
or at the County’s South Coast Recycling and Transfer 
Station. Applicable fees apply.  You can also arrange for a 
pick-up by MarBorg.  If you are a resident, you can use one of 
your 2 free bulky item collections to have your e-waste picked 
up from your home.  Call 963-1852 for more information.

Lessismore.org is the ultimate waste reduction resource for 
residents of Santa Barbara County.  Knowing what to reduce, reuse, 
and recycle can be tough.  Let this website be your go-to guide 
whenever you have questions about what goes where and why.
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Reducing Waste Makes Good Business Sense.
Visit us on Facebook

Want to be profitable and more sustainable?  
Apply to become a certified green business. 

To learn more about the Green 
Business Program of Santa Barbara 
County and the application, contact us:

Call (805) 729-3472
  

Email coordinator@greenbizsbc.org
 

or Visit  www.greenbizsbc.org

  Save money

  Help protect,  preser ve, and 
improve our environment

 Receive free publicity

Come to one of our kicko! workshops on July 20th in Buellton or July 21st 
in Goleta.  Both workshops run from 3 to 5 p.m. See our website to register.

Questions? Call 963-1852 or visit www.MarBorg.com


