
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November Program 

 

Is The Economy Stupid? 
with Peter Kuhn 

 
UCSB Professor Peter Kuhn will talk and answer questions about Behavioral Economics: 

• Do people actually respond to financial incentives like tax changes, by working harder or producing 
more? 

• Can we understand the current economic crisis? 
• What economic choices do we face as a nation? 

 
Peter Kuhn is Professor of Economics at UC Santa Barbara. 
He has previously held faculty positions at McMaster 
University and the University of Western Ontario in Canada, 
and visiting faculty appointments at UC Berkeley, Princeton 
University, the London School of Economics, the University 
of Munich, and the Australian National University. His PhD 
(1983) is from Harvard University. He is a Research 
Associate of the National Bureau of Economic Research 
(NBER) in Cambridge, Mass. 
 
Kuhn's work includes the economics of trade unions, wage 
and employment discrimination, unemployment, 
immigration, displaced workers, employment contracts, 
comparative labor markets, information technology and 
labor markets, and the role of non-cognitive skills such as 
leadership ability in wage determination. His research has 
been funded by the National Science Foundation, the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada, the Ford Foundation, the National Institutes of Health, and the University of California's Pacific Rim 
Research Program. 
 
When: Saturday, November 20, 2010 
Where: The Patio Room at Vista del Monte, 3775 Modoc Road (Las Positas exit off 101, midway between 
UCSB & SBCC) in Santa Barbara.  
Time: 2:30pm doors open for socializing with refreshments. 3pm meeting starts. 
Dinner Following: Natural Café, 361 Hitchcock Way.  
For more Information, call: 805-689-2716.  
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Welcome New Members! 
 

Dr. Mortimer Glasgal, Ventura 
Mary Sue Miller, Santa Barbara 
Allen Zimmer, Santa Barbara 
 

Winter Solstice Party 
 
Elsewhere in this newsletter you'll find a notice for 
our 2010 Winter Solstice Party to be held again this 
year at the home of Catherine Bos, on Saturday, 
December 18. This year the event will be catered, 
so there is a deadline for making reservations. With 
Joe Navarro doing a great job in organizing this 
event, it promises to be another fun happening, as 
it was last year. Make your reservations now! 
 

Were you at the Stewart/Colbert 

Rally? 
 
Board member Patricia Hiles was! Maybe she'll 
tell us all about it in next month's newsletter. 
 

Thank You!  
Marty and Marian Shapiro 

 
Marty and Marian Shapiro joined HSSB in 2002, 
and have been active members ever since. For 
many years now, Marty has been managing our 
monthly book club gathering.  
 

Marian was a long time Board member, and until 
recently, headed up our Social Justice Committee. 
She has always been active in the community, 
registering citizens to vote and hosting "Meet 
Candidates Over Coffee" events. She dutifully posts 
HSSB event fliers each month in the Public 
Libraries and at Santa Barbara City College, where 
she is on the Adjunct Faculty for Psychology. Her 
professional interests are in reproductive health, 
sexuality education, advocacy for sexual minorities 
and reproductive choice.  
 
Marty and Marian deserve our thanks for all the 
work they have done and continue to do for our 
organization! 
 

From the President 
by Ron Kronenberg 

 
The atheist’s movement has been empowered by 
the success of bestselling books by Dawkins, Harris 
and Hitchens. These authors have successfully 
explained the atheist’s point of view to the 
American public. Accurate numbers are hard to 
come by but about 50 million Americans are non-
religious. The challenge is how should this minority 
relate to the larger religious community? Dawkins 
argues that confrontation is a matter of intellectual 
honesty. Victor Stenger, a physicist, says that there 
is a very real war between science and religion and 
that non-believers would make headway only by 
directly challenging the devout. This group of New 
Atheists or “confrontationalists” is on the 
ascendency in the atheist movement because of 
their success in spreading the atheist message. 
Their contribution to the movement has been 
substantial.  
 
In a conference last month in LA, sponsored by the 
Council for Secular Humanism, a call for unity was 
not completely successful. [See Joe Navarro's 
article in this issue reporting on this conference.] It 
is not easy to reconcile the differences between the 
confrontationalist’s position concerning the devout 
and the position of accommodation espoused by 
the less militant faction of atheists. Books that say 
“Can’t we all just get along” don’t grab headlines or 
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find their way to the bestseller lists. In the din of TV 
news and talk radio blather, the voice of militancy 
has the megaphone.  
 
I love humanity. My 
first choice is 
cooperation not 
confrontation. 
Religious influence is 
not going to disappear 
in our lifetimes. If in 
this last election, you 
only voted for atheists 
your choices were 
extremely limited. Of 
necessity we voted for many who don’t share our 
atheist views. This is a step in the direction of 
accommodation. We look for candidates that share 
some of our views and support them. In all aspects 
of life we need to look for common ground. 
Separation of church and state and support for 1st 
amendment rights is a huge concern. Many liberal 
religious folks share this concern and we are 
strengthened by working with them. It is important 
to the flourishing of our democratic way of life that 
we try to fit into the big tent of American 
democracy and join in coalitions to promote the 
common good. The world is not divided into two 
groups of people: the good guys (nonbelievers) and 
the bad guys (believers).  
 
Where do you stand, confrontationist or 
accommodationist? With the advent of 9/11, 
religious fanaticism and the rise of right-wing 
religious influence, our message is much more 
urgent. How can we work together, united for a 
common purpose of improving the living conditions 
of our communities and our world? Let’s hear from 
you! Send your response to the Secular Circular.  
 

Free Inquiry’s Secular Humanist 

Conference (in LA, October 9) 
by Joseph Navarro 

 
 I’d always wanted to go to one of those secular 
humanist conferences advertised in Free Inquiry 
but they were always too far away and too costly. 

Then I saw the ad for a conference in Los Angeles 
in October. I raided my piggy bank and headed 
south for three days of the likes of PZ Myers, James 
Randi, Robert Wright, Sam Harris, and my all-time 
favorite “angry atheist” Richard Dawkins. 
 
As you might guess from the names mentioned, 
the weekend was jam-packed with interesting and 
sometimes contentious presentations. For this 
article I’ll focus on Saturday night’s dialogue 
between Sam Harris (Letters to a Christian Nation) 
and Robert Wright (The Evolution of God). The 
topic was on secularism’s stand on religion and 
belief but for reasons I still can’t figure out the 
dialog started right off with a slugfest over Islam.  
 
Harris adamantly argued that the teachings of 
Islam are directly responsible for the violence and 
destruction perpetrated by the likes of bin Laden 
and other extremists. Wright countered that the 
reasons behind the violence stemmed more from 
geopolitics—lost lands, poverty, decreased global 
competitiveness—not the tenets of Islam. Wright 
went so far as to accuse Harris of playing right into 
the hands of the American right-wing by fueling 
their Islamophobia. Harris countered with a long list 
of liberal credentials and told Wright he is being 
cautiously PC by refusing to believe the extremists’ 
own words which unambiguously proclaim their 
religious motivation. 
 
The debate was bordering on tedium and my mind 
started to wander so I directed it to wander toward 
a place where my own ideas are stored to see if any 
connections could be made. I pondered the 
possibility that both Wright and Harris could be 
right. The concepts of materialism (as in reality, not 
as in possessions) and ideology linked them happily 
together, I surmised.  
 
Although Marx may have gotten the communism 
part of his philosophy wrong, the materialism part 
was spot-on. People are basically motivated by real-
world situations (so Wright is right) but they often 
need to justify or rationalize their behavior with 
ideology (so Harris is right too). Ideology comes in 
two basic flavors—religious and secular. Essentially 
they’re the same sort of mental creations but 
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religious ideology has a supernatural element (e.g., 
salvation through Christ, Allah’s will) while secular 
ideology is grounded in 
something like class 
consciousness or the 
fundamental rights of 
man. Any of them can be 
dangerous to the health 
and welfare of sentient 
beings and when they 
work in tandem, watch 
out. Even a good-
sounding secular ideology 
can go awry. G.W. Bush 
invaded Iraq because god 
told him they needed 
democracy (his fall-back after everyone realized he 
was lying about WMDs)—a much better sell than 
invading for a strategic spot on the globe from 
which to make sure U.S. oil profits remain steadily 
on the rise.  
 
Secularism, materialism (as in possessions), and 
western forces are encroaching on the Islamic 
world (locate Iraq and Afghanistan on a globe) and 
(except for those few with lots of oil) collectively 
they’re not getting rich competing on the global 
market. Those feeling most threatened by all this 
are attacking their perceived enemies and using 
religion to recruit and justify. 
 
Toward the end of the presentation there was a 
question/answer period and I was tempted to ask 
Wright and Harris if they thought their positions 
were more complementary than contradictory. But 
they were having such a good time slugging it out I 
just kept my thoughts in my head. 
 

Famous Humanists of the Past:  

Carl Sagan (1934-1996) 
by Dick Cousineau 

 
Astronomer, Author, Skeptic, Popularizer of 
Science, Humanist, Searcher, Agnostic, Carl Sagan 
was born to Russian-Jewish immigrants and lived in 
the Brooklyn neighborhood of Bensonhurst. His 
parents were Reform Jews, soft-hearted escapees 

from the Czar. They worshipped not God but their 
only son Carl whose sense of wonder and discovery 
led him simultaneously to skepticism and science. 
Sagan’s great book The Demon Haunted World, 
includes his memories of his youth when his 
parents tried to deal with the realism of the events 
of WW II and at the same time to prevent these 
facts from effecting his optimistic spirit. He got his 
first library card at age five and began immediately 
questioning the staff there and who, in turn, fired 
his imagination about the “scale of the universe”.  
 
He later attended the University of Chicago all the 
way from his BS to PhD in Astronomy and 
Astrophysics in 1960. Afterwards he worked at UC 
Berkeley, and The Smithsonian Astrological 
Observatory at Harvard until 1971. He then became 
a full Professor at Cornell and continued to teach 
critical thinking and astrophysics until his death in 
1996. From its inception, Sagan was associated 
with the American Space Program as an advisor to 
NASA and where he assembled the first physical 
message sent into space: a gold-anodized plaque 
attached to the space Probe, Pioneer 10.  
 
A list of his scientific achievements would fill a 
book, but he is best remembered for his research 
on the possibility of extraterrestrial life. He received 
the Public Welfare Medal from the National 
Academy of Sciences in 1994. He is also well 
remembered for the hugely popular TV series 
Cosmos seen by over 1/2 million viewers, making it 
the most widely watched PBS series in history. As 
an Unbeliever and Humanist, Sagan wrote about 
the relationship between science and religion as in 
the vein:  
 
• “If you want to save your child from Polio you 

can pray and hope, or you can inoculate 
now”. 

• “Modern science is a voyage into the unknown, 
with a lesson in humility waiting at every step; 
many passengers would rather stay home”. 

• “The suppression of unpopular ideas may be 
common to religion and politics but it is not 
the path to knowledge”. 

 



 

 

The HSSB Secular Circular  --  November 2010 5 

• “You cannot convince a believer of anything, for 
belief is not based upon evidence, it is based 
upon the deep-seated need to believe”. 

• “Celibate clergy is an especially good idea, 
because it tends to suppress any heredity 
propensity toward fanaticism”. 

•  “It is far better to grasp the universe as it really 
is than to persist in delusion, however 
satisfying and reassuring”. 

•  “The universe seems neither benign nor 
hostile, merely indifferent”.  

 
Carl Sagan received the Humanist of the Year 
award from the American Humanist Association in 
1981. His died at age 62 in 1996 from 
pneumonia, some months after he had been 
informed that his debilitating spinal cord cancer 
was found to be in remission. 

 

Ingersoll at our October Meeting 
By Jim Balter 

 
Robert Green Ingersoll, Civil War veteran, Illinois 
Attorney General, abolitionist, supporter of 
women's suffrage, and freethinker, was the most 
popular orator of his day, with people paying as 
much as $1 to hear him speak, a rather large sum 
at the time, and yet he is virtually unknown today. 

For months, HSSB board member Ray Stone 
pursued his dream of introducing Ingersoll to a 
Santa Barbara audience through a reading of his 
speeches, first convincing the board to put on the 
event and to fund prizes for speakers. Auditions 
were held on September 25, judged by Marty Blum, 
Larry Crandell, and Roger Schlueter. The original 
intention was to have one adult speaker and one 
student speaker; unfortunately only two students 
showed up and their presentations were of poor 
quality. Fortunately, two excellent adult speakers 
auditioned, both accomplished stage actors: HSSB 
member Meredith McMinn, and Atheists United 
member Richard McNally from Santa Clarita, who 
had previously written and performed a one-man 
Ingersoll show. (See photo, page 10.) Each of them 
received a $300 prize for winning the audition. 
 
On October 16, Ingersoll was brought to life before 
about 60 people in the Faulkner Gallery. First up 
was Richard McNally, who dressed the part and 
provided quite a likeness of Ingersoll's large photo 
which shared the stage. Ingersoll/McNally regaled 
the audience with witty anecdotes and fiery rhetoric 
laced with unassailable logic. After a brief pause 
and audience stretch, Ingersoll/McMinn continued 
the impressive oratory that was a primary source of 
entertainment for 19th century audiences. 
 
What struck me, in addition to the very high quality 
of the presentations, was the depth of Ingersoll's 
thinking and its topicality -- virtually all the themes 
touched on by "new" atheists such as Richard 
Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens are to be found 
in Ingersoll's speeches, and then some. I urge all 
humanists to become familiar with his work; a 
wealth of information is available on the web, 
including a collection of his complete works at 
http://www.infidels.org/library/historical/robert_inger
soll/ . 
 
Thanks to Ray Stone for his vision that brought us 
the first annual HSSB Ingersoll Lecture and 
hopefully there will be more in years to come.  

Letter to the Editor: 
Why was so much space in the October Secular 
Circular devoted to Humanist Events in New York City? 
Very few of us get to New York regularly. Could it be 
that you had some space to fill with nothing to put 
there? 
 

Letter to the Editor: 
I really enjoyed reading about all those Humanist 
events in New York City. I was especially impressed 
with the wide variety of events, as well as how widely 
the events were dispersed over the city. Having lived in 
NY many years ago, probably way before any of those 
organizations were around, I had the urge to go back 
and check out all those venues. I'll bet, though, you'll 
hear from readers wondering if you simply needed to 
fill empty space.  
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More About Ingersoll 
 
HSSB is not the only Humanist organization to 
feature a program of Robert Green Ingersoll's 
words. The Washington DC Area Secular 
Humanists Center for Inquiry sponsors an annual 
event where anyone may select and deliver a short 
(3-6 minutes) excerpt of Ingersoll's words in a 
competition in which cash prizes are given, first 
place being given $150. 
 
Almost the entire 2009 contest is available for 
viewing at the YouTube web site. Simply search for 
"Ingersoll 2009 Contest" and a number of clips will 
be presented to you. There is an introductory clip 
and videos of all six winners, plus others as well. 
Take a look.  
 

Sam Harris at Cal Tech 
By Andrew Hankin 

 
On Sunday, October 24th I, with Board members 
Patricia Hiles, Sandy Garcia, and Members 
Helen Gordon, Erik and Joan Thomassen 
drove to CalTech in Pasadena to hear 
neuroscientist Sam Harris present his latest book 
The Moral Landscape. Significant points from 
Harris' talk were: 
 
• The moral landscape 
can be viewed as a four-
dimensional surface (see 
illustration, page 10) 
showing many peaks of 
human achievement, and 
many depths of human 
despair, whose valleys can 
be considered a moral 
baseline.  
 
• Science has almost always tried to improve lives 
out of despair by, for example, curing smallpox 
which would otherwise be an horrific death.  
 
• In contrast, religion tends to prolong human 
misery by, for example, providing scriptural 
justification for slavery, a practice which Harris 

condemns unequivocally as "like owning human 
beings as if they were pieces of farm equipment". 
He also highlighted some brutal verses from the 
Bible, such as the one exhorting a man to drag his 
bride, if she were found to be not a virgin, back to 
her father and stone her to death on his doorstep. 
In addition, the Catholic Church spends far more 
time and money discouraging condom use and 
protecting child-molesting Priests, than alleviating 
human suffering with healthcare services and 
feeding the poor. 
 
• Harris disputes the traditional notion that an 
unbridgeable gap exists between values and facts; 
he argues that all values reduce to facts --
particularly facts about the well-being of conscious 
animals. The various positions that people take on 
what promotes such well-being are factual claims, 
in essence, and are subject to scrutiny including 
scientific analysis.  
 
• With two bodyguards just off-stage, Sam Harris 
bravely criticized the Quran as "a bad book, that 
can be read in less than ten hours". In contrast, the 
Bible would take about six weeks. He described 
Islam as a religion devoted to converting or killing 
the rest of humanity, and found "Islamic 
fundamentalism to be bad only because Islam is 
fundamentally bad". He condemned "moderate 
Muslims" for not doing enough to stop human 
genital mutilation and forcing the female half of 
some populations to live their lives inside a cloth 
bag (burka). 
 
• He had enthusiastic praise for Ayaan Hirsi Ali, 
who escaped Somalia to the Netherlands, 
renounced Islam, and courageously lives her new 
life despite needing round-the-clock protection 
against death threats. In the Q+A, Sam Harris was 
asked about Juan Williams feeling uneasy about 
watching Muslims in devout clothing boarding a 
plane; Harris said we should all feel uneasy, 
because what if those Muslims had been given a 
"politically correct" but ineffectual security 
screening, for fear of causing offense? 
 
• He criticized some weak Westerners for not 
using their freedom to condemn or question 
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extreme religious behaviors, such as newspapers 
refusing to publish some cartoons. One discussion 
with an American scientist at a conference revealed 
a reluctance to condemn even brutal or bizarre 
religious practices (such as the (fictional) gouging 
the eyes out of every third child), if such actions 
were mandated by Scripture! That person is now on 
a 13-member Presidential advisory panel for 
science. He proposed that "religious scientists" be 
given no more credibility than flat-Earth believers or 
astrologers. 
 
Sam Harris has a lot of important things to say and 
his three books are recommended reading: 
- The End Of Faith 
- Letter To A Christian Nation 
- The Moral Landscape. 
 

 

Humanist Poetry 
 
[Starting in this issue, the Secular Circular from 

time to time will publish  works of Humanist 

poets. Michelle Rhea (michellerhea@cox.net) is 

our Poetry Editor.] 

 
The first in our series of 
Humanist Poetry is 
"Brown Heaven" by Sarah 
Getty (1943-2009). Sarah 
was an award-winning 
poet, fiction writer, and 
editor/coach for writers of 
poetry and fiction. She 
died in November of 
2009. You can find out 
more about her at: 
http://www.concordpoetry.org/zGetty.html 

 

 

 

Quote of the Month 
 
It is inaccurate to say I hate everything. I am strongly 
in favor of common sense, common honesty, and 
common decency. This makes me forever ineligible 
for public office. -H.L. Mencken, writer, editor, and 
critic (1880-1956) 

Brown Heaven 
for Devandar Rai 

by Sarah Getty 
 
The heaven I’m used to bores me—that white light 
to tunnel towards, white clouds, white pearly gates.  
White-robed St. Peter and his gang, all those white 
 
wings whirring. White doves of peace, paper white 
confetti snowing on their endless white parades.  
And up on the throne a pasty-faced old man 
 
whose beard is white. There’s a better paradise 
on this brown earth, where brown monkeys play all day 
in trees called Tamr Hind. Brown spices grow there—  
 
ginger, coriander, cloves—and golden brown grass  
on summer hills. Brown camels and brown lions!  
Long brown dusty roads. Brown rain, brown mud,  
 
brown puddles. Brown frogs and brown birds singing. 
Brown vendors selling dates, pakoras, peanuts,  
by great brown holy rivers. Brown wood temples, 
 
brown faces singing, brown-foot dance. Brown 
goddesses 
and brown bronze gods. Little two-toothed grandson, 
your name means “King of Gods,” so you must know 
 
the way to that brown heaven. Let’s fly there now, 
you and I—let’s go find the Cinnamon Forest, 
the Lake of Honey, the Gulab Jamun Mines! 
 

Live Oak UU  
is a non creedal, intergenerational, 

welcoming congregation. HSSB's November 
speaker is Peter Kuhn a member of Live Oak 
as are eight other HSSB members. For more 

information go to our website at 
liveoakgoleta.org or call 967-7867. 

 

Live Oak Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation of Goleta 
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Getting to Know the Board (#4): 
Diane Krohn  

 
Perhaps you have seen Diane around town, riding 
that weird recumbent bicycle. But it’s comfortable, 
practical, and in the minority, sort of like being a 
humanist.  
 
Diane is currently the 
Secretary for the 
HSSB Board of 
Directors. She was 
previously the editor 
for The Secular 
Circular newsletter, 
from 2007 to 2009. 
She has been a 
member of HSSB 
since 2001, after 
attending a talk by 
Paul Kurtz. It’s the 
various note-worthy speakers that attract Diane to 
HSSB, and it’s the speakers and constant inquiry 
that keep her interested in HSSB (well, that and the 
nice people in the group).  
 
Diane was born and grew up in Los Alamos, New 
Mexico, “the atomic city.” Her parents had moved 
to Los Alamos as part of the Manhattan Project, 
and they have many interesting stories about life in 
Los Alamos in the early days. Her father was one of 
the few to observe the atomic bomb detonation 
near Alamogordo, N.M. Diane’s family was not 
particularly religious, but they did attend church 
regularly, probably because it was what families 
were expected to do.  
 
Diane attended college at the University of New 
Mexico, and then transferred to UCSB, where she 
met her partner, Wayne, in the Mountaineering 
Club. One of her favorite classes at UCSB was an 
Entomology class, taught by one of our own HSSB 
members, Adrian Wenner. She obtained a B.A 
degree in Biological Sciences, and then took 
additional classes in microbiology, clinical 

chemistry, immunology, and other related courses 
at Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo.  
While in high school and a couple of years of 
college, Diane considered herself Christian and 
believed in a god, but after meeting Wayne (ever 
the skeptic), she became agnostic. After further 
study of religions and religious belief, she now 
considers herself to be atheist.  
 
Currently, Diane is self-employed as consultant 
microbiologist for medical device companies, 
helping out in the areas of sterilization, 
environmental monitoring, and biocompatibility 
testing. Her interests include recumbent bikes and 
bicycling, travel, and motorcycle travel. She and 
Wayne have traveled to every U.S. state except 
Alaska, Hawaii, and Iowa on their motorcycle. 
Alaska is next!  
 

Did you know? 

 
A "Paraprosdokian" is a figure of speech in which 
the latter part is surprising or unexpected causing 
the reader to reinterpret the first part. Here are a 
few Paraprosdokians. 
 
  *  I asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn't 
work that way. So I stole a bike and asked for 
forgiveness. 
 
 *  The last thing I want to do is hurt you. But it's 
still on the list. 
 
 *  You don't need a  parachute to skydive. You 
only need a parachute to skydive twice. 
 
 *  A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to 
hell in such a way that you will look forward to  the 
trip. 
 
 *  I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not sure. 
 
 *  You're never too old to learn something stupid. 
 
  *  Nostalgia isn't what it used to be. 
 
(There's more at Wikipedia!) 
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At the Ingersoll Lecture: Richard McNally, Robert Green 
Ingersoll, Meredith McMinn. 

 

Illustration from Sam Harris' talk 

 



 

 

The HSSB Secular Circular  --  November 2010 11 

Non-HSSB Events of Interest 
by Diane Krohn 

 

Upcoming events of interest to humanists, atheists, 
skeptics, and freethinkers:  
 

Upcoming Events in California: 

 
• November 7:  Skeptics Society, Cal Tech, 
Pasadena.  Kevin Kelly:  What Technology Wants. 
http://www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures/ 

 
• November 21:  Skeptics Society, Cal Tech, 
Pasadena.  Laurence Smith:  The World in 2050:  

Four Forces Shaping Civilization’s Northern 

Future. http://www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures/ 
 

• December 5:  Skeptics Society, Cal Tech, 
Pasadena.  Dr. Leonard Mlodinow: The Grand 
Design – When and How Did the Universe Begin? 
http://www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures/ 

 
Upcoming Events Outside of California: 

 
• November 19-21:  Skepticon 3, Springfield, 
Missouri.  Speakers include Dan Barker, Richard 
Carrier, Greta Christina, PZ Myers, James Randi, 
and many more. 
http://www.skepticon.org/index.php 

 
• May 19-22, 2011:  Secular Coalition for 
America, Biennial Strategic Summit, Washington, 
D.C.   This is a one of a kind participatory 
meeting of leaders, activists and thinkers all from 

within our secular movement. You will 

collaborate, network, and strategize with them to 

improve our Secular Decade plan. 

https://www.secular.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1
&id=18  
 
Note:  Although this meeting does not take place 
until May, the registration rates increase in January, 
2011, so if you are considering attending, register 
before January 31.   

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Ron Kronenberg 

967-0883 

"mailto:president@santabarbarahumanists.org" 

Secretary: Diane Krohn  

569-5503 

"mailto:secretary@santabarbarahumanists.org"  

Treasurer: Neal Rosenthal 

617-6188 

"mailto:treasurer@santabarbarahumanists.org"  

Board Members at Large:  

Jim Balter 

Wayne Beckman  

Sandy Garcia 

Andrew Hankin  

Patricia Hiles 

Joe Navarro 

Ray Stone 

Mary Wilk  

Newsletter Editor:  

Ray Stone 

Editor@santabarbarahumanists.org 

Newsletter Deadline: 

Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 

Midnight, the last day of each month. 

 
HSSB meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month at 2:30 pm, usually in the Patio Room of Vista del 
Monte, 3775 Modoc Rd., Santa Barbara. More information 
is available at our web site: 
www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org or by contacting any 
board member. At meetings, a donation of $2 from 
members and $5 from non-members is appreciated. First-
time visitors are welcome on a complimentary basis.  
 
To send a copy of this newsletter to someone interested in 
our Society, please send their contact information to: PO 
Box 30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130, or contact Mary 
Wilk at 967-3045, or mwilk@cox.net. Newsletters are also 
available at the above web address. 
 
Annual HSSB membership dues are $36 for a single 
person, $60 for a couple, and $100 (or more) to become a 
sponsor. One may subscribe to our newsletter only for an 
annual fee of $20.  
 
Link to HSSB Photos: 
http://picasaweb.google.com/Humanist.Society.of.Santa.B
arbara 
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Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara 
PO Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 

HSSB Calendar 
 

Wednesday, November 17, 1:30pm. Book Club meeting discussing Making Our 

Democracy Work: A Judge's View  by Justice Steven Breyer. At the home of Hugh and 
Helen Smart,7842 Day Road, near Winchester Canyon Road 
 
Saturday, November 20, 2:30pm. Monthly meeting.  UCSB Professor Peter Kuhn will talk 
and answer questions about Behavioral Economics. Patio Room, Vista del Monte. 
 
Sunday, November 25, 10am Secular Sunday Thanksgiving Brunch for humanists, 
atheists, agnostics, skeptics, freethinkers, singles, couples and families. No cover charge – pay 
only for your food and drink. Cody's Cafe, 4898 Hollister Ave. in the Turnpike Center, Goleta. In 
the room to the right as you enter the restaurant, information phone 805-967-3045. 
 
Saturday, December 18, 5pm. Winter Solstice Party. Home of Catherine Bos, 1740 Olive 
Ave. For more details, see above. 


