
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OCTOBER Program 
 

An Ingersoll Lecture 
 
Robert Green Ingersoll (1833 -1899) was one of 
the greatest of American orators and social activists. 
His many lectures, delivered to thousands of rapt 
listeners all over the country, are as relevant today as 
they were 150 years ago. The Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara presents “An Ingersoll Lecture” to 
bring Ingersoll’s ideas to our community in his own 
words.  
 
The lecture, open for attendance to the public at no 
cost, will be delivered by two community members 
chosen by audition, Meredith McMinn and Richard 
McNally. Cash prizes were awarded to the two 
winners.  
 
When: October 16, 2010  
 
Where: Faulkner Gallery, Santa Barbara Public 
Library  
 
Time: 2:30pm: Doors open. 3pm: Meeting starts. 
 
Dinner following: At Sizzlers.  Please send 
reservations to activities@santabarbarahumanists.org . 
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Welcome New Members! 
 

Jan Kettler, Santa Barbara 
Ken Moore, Santa Barbara 
 

Our new "SALON" 
 

October's Salon (discussion group) will take place 
on Wednesday, October 13, from 2-4:30 pm at the 
home of Jean Gilbert, 5254 Calle Morelia, zip 
93111. This is a couple of blocks from the 
Magnolia Shopping Center. Nearest cross street is 
San Ricardo. Phone: 683-4661. RSVP if coming 
would be helpful but not absolutely necessary. The 
topic of the discussion: Politics and media 
personalities. Beck, Stewart, Colbert, Shultz rallies, 
Colbert and Congress, etc. The participation of 
media personalities in the political scene in new 
and more activist ways and implications of this 
possible trend. Bring any show-and-tell articles, 
emails you have found on the topic. At this meeting 
we'll also choose topics for the next two Salons and 
choose the best and most convenient times for 
regular Salon gatherings.  

 

Our New "CARING COMMITTEE" 

by Patricia Hiles 
 
The HSSB Board has created a new committee to 
respond to members' requests for aid and 
fellowship in times of crisis and need. The "Caring 
Committee" is designed to extend help and 
fellowship whenever there may be a need due to 
illness, death, hospitalization, family problems, etc.  
 
You can request assistance for yourself, your family, 
or for another member and we will try to provide 
whatever may be needed: running errands, 
consolation, visiting someone in the hospital, 
checking in from time to time to see whether all is 
OK with a homebound person, or just talking, if 
that is what is needed. (Unfortunately, the three 
members of the committee at the present time do 
not feel adequately strong to provide rides for those 
in need, but perhaps someone may want to 
volunteer to provide this service in the future.)  

Our current members are: Patricia Hiles, 687-
5321; Pat Coppejans, 967-0929; Claudia Solé 
682-8292 or e-mail solemio@verizon.net. (Claudia 
will respond to e-mail, while the other two promise 
to respond to telephonic communications and 
messages left on answering machines.) This is new 
and if you have suggestions, let us know. We will 
see how this works and go from there. 
 

Our New Letter Writers Group 

 
The Humanist Board has established a news alert 
hotline to get our point of view into the 
newspapers. When an issue of interest comes up in 
the news, Jim Balter will alert, by e-mail, 
interested members. When several of us respond 
with letters to the editor, we can expect to have our 
point of view published. Several letters on the same 
issue should get the attention of the editors. Please 
contact Jim at Jim@Balter.name to be included in 
the alert list. 
 

How much do you know about religion? 
 
Atheists and agnostics are among the highest-
scoring groups on a new Pew Forum survey of 
religious knowledge, outperforming evangelical 
Protestants, mainline Protestants and Catholics on 
questions about world religions.  
 
To find out how you rate, take the Pew Forum quiz 
at: http://features.pewforum.org/quiz/us-religious-
knowledge/index.php 

 

More about Single-Payer Health 

 
On Thursday evening, September 30th, HSSB 
members Neal Rosenthal, Andrew Hankin, Bea 
Novobilski, Je Goolsby, Louise and Ray 

Stone and over 100 people enjoyed a lively 
evening of songs, cartoon videos and stories about 
the ongoing fight for universal healthcare, by the 
"Mad As Hell Doctors" visiting Santa Barbara.  
 
The next event for this cause is "Outside The Box 
2010", a fundraiser to benefit the Healthcare For All 
California Education Fund at 7pm Thursday, 
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October 14th in the Cabrillo Pavilion Arts Center, 
1118 East Cabrillo Blvd. There will be live music, 
wine and appetizers during a silent auction, bidding 
on decorated boxes created and donated by local 
artists. HSSB is a supporter of this event. For 
information phone 805-636-5011 or see web page 
http://www.outsidetheboxes.org 
 

Letter to the Editor: 

More on the "Ground ZeroMosque"  

 
The letter by Roger Schlueter to the President 
and CEO of the Center for Inquiry prompted me to 
state my feelings on this matter. I consider Roger a 
friend and have the highest admiration for his work 
in the HSSB, but I have to disagree with him on his 
standing in the dispute that is going on about an 
Islamic Center in Lower Manhattan.  
 
Having read books written by Ayaan Hirsi Ali, "The 
Nomad" and "The Infidel" about her upbringing in 
an Islamic society in Africa, Western Europe and 
USA, I cannot accept any reason for giving Islam a 
free hand in any society. Western Europe has a 
large influx of Islam followers who refuse to accept 
the laws of the land that accepted them. There is a 
real danger that most people do not realize. The 
Quoran states clearly that every human should 
accept the teachings in this so-called holy book or 
be killed. A woman in this religion is like chattel, 
without any rights and must accept her husband as 
her master. An outcry is going on in the Western 
World about the possible stoning of a promiscuous 
woman in Iran. But this is Islam as is stated in the 
Quoran. Islam is not just another innocent belief, it 
is a danger to a free thinking world. 
 
John Coppejans, HSSB member  
 

The Pope's Visit to Great Britain 

 
[An LA Times report on the Pope's recent visit to 

England 

http://articles.latimes.com/2010/sep/17/world/la-

fg-britain-pope-20100917 stated: "The German-

born pope cited the evils of Nazism as an example 

of the consequences of 'atheist extremism." This 

report motivated the following letter to the Times. 
Editor.] 

 
So the Pope thinks that atheism brought the Nazis 
to power in Germany. This is absurd and he lacks a 
knowledge of history. Hitler and his goons had a 
close contact with the Catholic Church and after 
the war the Vatican helped many Nazi criminals 
escape to South America. Atheism is not a radical 
or violent movement but it is a view of life that is 
based on reason and science and not on blind 
faith. The Church always opposed freedom of 
thought and through the ages many people have 
been tortured and killed for not accepting their 
dogma. 
 
John Coppejans  
Santa Barbara  
 

Thank You!  
Lou and Josette Barsky 

 
Lou and Josette Barsky have been members of 
HSSB for nearly ten years. They are reliable 
attendees at pretty much every Humanist Society 
event, including Sunday Brunches, Solstice Parties 
and members-only gatherings. They always help in 
some unsung role like setting-up chairs, ticket-
taking, money collection or party games; they well-
deserve recognition and a Big Thank You for the 
quiet volunteering they've been doing for many 
years. Thanks Lou and Josette! 
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From the President 
by Ron Kronenberg 

 
I am a values voter and I intend to vote in these 
midterm elections. I hope you will too. Our Humanist 
values are under serious attack in this election cycle. 
The electorate is deeply divided by radically opposing 
views concerning the right course for our country. Are 
you in favor of a perfect (god inspired) agenda? No 
abortion rights, no gay rights, no big government 
imposing secular values or high taxes. Do you want 
an American value system, under god, with a large 
interventionist military to keep us number one in this 
hostile world? To achieve this goal it is vital to kick out 
the secularists and socialists that pervert the American 
way of life and control Washington. Political problems 
are solved by miracles not programs. This idealistic 
platform inspires too many and will get out the vote 
this mid-term election. The alternative is a 
government run by imperfect people, not god 
inspired. Which “g” do you want solving our problems 
god or government? Imperfect people, running an 
imperfect government, shouldn’t promise utopia. 
They will try to do better, is about as good as it gets. 
So pick your side and vote for the “g” of your choice. 
I have decided and I will vote and I hope you will too. 
Let’s get out the vote for humanist values. 
 
Of course it is not all so black and white. None of our 
political parties offer pure goodness against pure evil. 
As a retired government high school teacher I am 
dismayed by the current legislative agendas. The 
model of big umbrella politics, with compromise and 
accommodation, the hallmark of our democracy, is 
fading rapidly. Casting your votes so as to restore a 
consensus building political system is not an easy 
task, but a human one, accomplished best by people 
with humanist values. We have a world to win or lose. 
I hope to win. Don’t you? Get out the vote to promote 
a better America, by supporting humanist values!  

 

William Lobdell on "Losing my 

Religion" 
by Robert Bernstein, Ray Stone 

 
Our September meeting featuring speaker William 
Lobdell, was delayed nearly two hours because of a 
misunderstanding about our regular starting time. 
Unfortunately, many in the audience left early and 
didn't hear Mr. Lobdell's talk: "Losing my Religion: 
How I lost my Faith Reporting on Religion in 
America". But fortunately, the meeting can be 
heard at 
http://santabarbarahumanists.org/Calendar/Audio%
20of%20meetings/Sep10Lobdell.mp3 
 
At age 27, Mr. Lobdell claims his life was "a wreck". 
He was unhappily married to his high school 
sweetheart, but didn't seek a divorce. He had 
gotten another girl pregnant. However when asked 
how his life was going, he would answer "everything 
was fantastic". When he finally told a friend of his 
true feelings, the friend counseled him by 
suggesting he should "find God".  
 
So he joined an Orange County mega church, one 
complete with a latte machine, pastries and scones 
and a rock band. He "fell in love with the place", the 
fellowship, the camaraderie, the hugging. Being an 
"all-or-nothing guy" he immersed himself into a 
religious life. He read C.S. Lewis, St. Augustine 
("who screwed up everyone's sex lives, by the way"). 
 
His professional life as a journalist was going well, 
and his personal life took a turn for the better, all of 
which he attributed to his new-found religion and to 
his daily prayer, an activity he practiced for five 
years. He came to realize, sadly, that there was a 
"huge disconnect" between what truly happens in 
the Faith world and how it is covered in the 
mainstream media, which tends to characterize it 
as a "freak show" as represented by Pat Robertson, 
Jerry Falwell, et al. Lobdell began to feel that God 
was calling him to be a religion writer. "God is a 
Genius", he thought. 
 
Having worked with the Los Angeles Times as a 
writer for local papers, he had a meeting with 

Quote of the Month: 
 
Millions long for immortality who do not know 
what to do with themselves on a rainy Sunday 
afternoon. -Susan Ertz, author (1894-1985) 
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Times editors, and told them they were missing a 
huge story: "the events held every weekend that 
draw 25,000 people (like a Ducks game), and 
you've never covered it." God answered his prayers, 
and he got a job with the Times to report on 
religion. 
 
This was his "beat" for over five years. One of his 
most popular stories was about a woman who was 
almost killed by a man in a public bathroom, and 
who she eventually converted to Christianity during 
his subsequent years in prison. Lobdell's stories 
focused on personal conflict, on people down on 
their luck whose lives were eventually turned around 
by religion. 
 
He became fascinated with the depth and breadth 
of Catholicism, and converted to that religion 
following a year of classes. At the same time, he 
was covering the Catholic sex scandal, and he grew 
more and more concerned with the disparity he 
saw between the two sides of his religion. 
 
During journalistic research on his sex scandal 
stories, he talked with many of the victims. He 
counts this experience as his "Road to Damascus" 
moment, when he came to realize the damage 
religion can do in the hands of bad people. His 
assessment of a group of these victims: "Souls 
shattered. Empty people. Every one."  
 
Lobdell recounted a number of stories where young 
females with deep religious faith were raped by 
priests, often by groups of priests. Father Thomas 
Doyle, an advocate for victims, called it "Soul 
Murder". Often when a congregation heard of its 
priest's activities it continued to support the 
clergyman, claiming he was the one being 
victimized. 
 
In one church meeting he attended, a policeman 
rose among those supporting the priest, and 
shouted "Enough. I'm a cop and I guarantee he 
didn't do it just this one time. You call yourselves 
Christians, but you have not said one word about 
the victims". 
 

"Where was God in all this?", Lobdell wondered. "It 
occurred to me I was losing my faith", he recalls. 
But he convinced himself he was the one at fault 
for not practicing his religion properly. He tried 
everything to shore up his faith. He attended Bible 
studies and retreats. "Maybe there's something 
wrong with me", he thought.  
 
He wanted to recover his faith. He wondered if the 
moral behavior of religious people was measurably 
superior to that of atheists? Deciding to research 
this, it took him five minutes online to find the 
answer to that question to be in the negative. He 
concluded that most religious people feel that 
church is a nice place to go on Sundays, but don't 
really believe the tenets of their faith. 
 
It took him six years to fully grasp that he had lost 
his faith. He finally came to realize his life's 
progress was not due to God's intervention but to 
his own maturity. Belief in God requires a leap of 
faith, he says. It's not like registering to vote and 
deciding which party to belong to. One's head 
cannot command his gut. Faith cannot be willed 
into existence if one is honest with himself. 
 
Wanting to make sure he had really lost his faith, 
Lobdell waited a year before telling his friends, who 
were "blown away". His editor gave him the go 
ahead to describe his transition in a 2008 article, an 
article which received 3,000 emails, mostly 
supportive, mostly from Christians. 
 
He now realizes his morals and values have not 
changed. "It is the sociopath, not the atheist, who 
does not know right from wrong", he says. It is 
selfishness and poor judgment at fault, not Satan, 
when one does something wrong. 
 
What has taken the place of God? First, a sense of 
relief. Then a feeling of gratitude to be alive at this 
great time in history. It tightened his circle of 
friends, and he now feels "true to myself". 
 
[For another view of Lobdell's book, check out: 
http://articles.latimes.com/2009/mar/08/entertainm
ent/ca-william-lobdell8. Editor] 
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Forward to the Past 
by Roger Schlueter 

 
The “New Atheists”! They’re 
everywhere! They’re outspoken! 
Downright brash! Intolerant! 
Disrespectful! America’s going to hell 
in a hand basket! Oh, dear, what are 
we to do? 
 
Or so it seems, according to one side 
in the never ending culture wars in 
America. But let’s step back and take 
a calm, reasoned look at this latest 
phenomenon. 
 
Who are the “New Atheists”? As you 
might expect, it depends on who you 
ask. They’re atheists or agnostics or 
secularists or humanists or all of the 
above. But the leadership of this 
amorphous crowd is abundantly 
clear: the Four Horsemen of the New 
Atheism, namely Richard Dawkins, 
Christopher Hitchens, Daniel Dennett 
and Sam Harris. Each has written 
well-received books and can be 
found on the internet, at conferences and speaking 
engagements, etc. 
 
They are certainly Atheists and effectively advocate 
for the secular perspective, but they are most 
certainly not new. They are just the latest 
incarnation of public, high-profile activists who have 
spoken out for secular principles throughout our  

nation’s history. From Thomas Paine during the 
founding period of our country through Madeline 
Murray O’Hair during the Cold War against 
“godless communism” there have always been 
secular voices fighting to keep intact the wall of 

separation between church and state. 
 
But likely the most eloquent, forceful voice 
for rational secularism in our nation’s history 
was Robert Green Ingersoll, The Great 
Agnostic. During the late 1800s Ingersoll 
captivated the nation with his advocacy for 
Humanism, woman’s suffrage and 
abolitionism. He refused to renounce his 
agnosticism, effectively eclipsing a potentially 
powerful political career. 
 
In order to keep the legacy of Ingersoll alive, 
our Society sponsored an Ingersoll Oratory 
Contest to find the people who could best 
emulate his speaking style by presenting 
selections from his noted speeches. The 
months-long effort to initiate, organize, and 
publicize this contest was undertaken by Ray 
Stone, for which he deserves many kudos. 
 
The presentations were judged by a three-
person panel (pictured below) consisting of 

Larry Crandell, affectionately known as Mr. Santa 
Barbara, Marti Blum, ex-mayor of Santa Barbara, 
and me. The competition was spirited, the 
contestants committed, and the results clear. The 
winners (pictured above left) are Meredith 
McMinn, one of our own members who brought 
out her “inner Ingersoll” quite effectively and 
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Richard McNally of Santa Clarita who is working 
on perfecting his Ingersoll impersonation for a 
wider audience. 
 
You can watch these Ingersoll impersonators at our 
October meeting to be held in Faulkner Gallery in 
the downtown public library. They will be presenting 
selections from Ingersoll speeches that will surely 
illustrate why this great man holds a position of 
respect in the pantheon of great American 
secularists.  
 

Famous Humanists of the Past: 

Robert Green Ingersoll 
by Dick Cousineau 

 
[This is the first in a series of articles about well-

known Humanists. Dick Cousineau,  resident 

scholar/historian on such subjects, has kindly 

agreed to write these articles for us.  Editor.] 

 
Too little is known today of Robert Ingersoll, yet he 
was probably the best known orator and 
speechmaker and perhaps the best known 
American of the late 1800s. He was born in 1833 in 
Dresden in Upstate New York the son of a 
distinguished Presbyterian minister, and grew up in 
Peoria, Illinois. After a stint as an officer in the Civil 
War, he became the first Attorney General of 
Illinois, and sided with Lincoln and the Republican 
Party for they were the Progressives of that time. 
His electrifying speaking voice and his progressive 
philosophy made him the most sought-after public 
speaker of his era. (1833 to 1899.)  
 
During this period oratory was one of the main 
forms of entertainment and Ingersoll traveled the 
nation speaking to packed houses (2000 to 3500 
people) on topics ranging from Shakespeare to 
Southern Reconstruction, from science to religion. 
He became the friend of Presidents, of giants in 
their fields such as Samuel Clements, Andrew 
Carnegie, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and numerous 
prominent Americans. He popularized Darwin and 
his Theory of Evolution and was an advocate of 
science and reason and constantly argued for the 

rights of women and African Americans. All this in 
the Nineteenth Century, mind you.  
 
Ingersoll is now best remembered for his books, 
articles, essays, and mostly for his insightful and 
hard hitting quotations most still quite applicable 
today: such as: “Justice is the only worship, Love 
its only Priest, Ignorance is the only slavery, and 
Happiness is the only goal. The time to be happy is 
now, the place to be is here, and the way to be 
happy is to make others so.” 
 
“Reason, observation, and experience are the holy 
trinity of science.” 
 
“If there be an infinite being, it does not need our 
help and we need not waste our energies in its 
defense.” 
 
“Only a few years ago there was no person too 
ignorant to successfully answer Darwin, and the 
more ignorant he was the more cheerfully he 
undertook the task.“ 
 
“The old woman who said that there must be a 
Devil for how else could they make a picture that 
looked exactly like him, reasoned like a trained 
theologian.”  
 
“The truth is that our government is not founded 
upon the rights of gods but upon the rights of men. 
Our Constitution was framed not to declare and 
uphold Jesus Christ, but rather the sacredness of 
humanity. It is the only nation on earth with which 
the gods had nothing to do. Ours is the only 
government made by the people and for the 
people.”  
 
“I admit that reason is a small and feeble flame, a 
flickering torch carried by stumblers in the starless 
night, blown and flared by passion’s storm, and yet 
it is the only light we have, extinguish that and 
naught remains." 
 
We honor and respect this visionary from the 19th 
Century as one of our true humanist heroes. 
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The Atheist and the Bear: 
a Fable 

 
An atheist was walking through the woods. 
Suddenly he heard a rustling in the bushes behind 
him. He turned and saw a seven-foot grizzly bear 
charging towards him. He ran as fast as he could, 
but the bear was closing in on him. He tripped and 
fell to the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up 
but saw that the bear was right on top of him and 
raising his paw to strike. At that instant, the Atheist 
cried out: "Oh my God!" 
 
Time stopped. The bear froze. The forest was 
silent, a bright light shone from the heavens, a 
voice came out of the sky. "You deny my existence 
for all these years, teach others I don't exist and 
even credit creation to cosmic accident. Do you 
expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am 
I now to count you as a believer?" 
 
The atheist looked directly into the light, and said: 
"It would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you 
to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps you 
could make the Bear a Christian?" 
 
"Very well", said the voice. The light went out. The 
sounds of the forest resumed. And the bear 
dropped his paw, brought both paws together, 
bowed his head and spoke: "Lord bless this food 
which I am about to receive from Thy bounty 
through Christ our Lord, Amen." 
 

Did You Know? 
 
October is Freethought Month because on 
October 12, 1692, Governor William Phips of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony declared that “spectral 
evidence” would no longer be admissible in court, 
thereby ending—for lack of real-world evidence—
the Salem Witch Trials.  

 

Let's Watch Out For Our Left Flank  
Charles M. Blow 

(Reprinted from “Rise of the Religious Left,” in The 
New York Times, July 2, 2010. and PIQUE, the 

newsletter of the Secular Humanist Society of 

New York, September, 2010 issue. ) 
 
Which political party’s members are most likely to 
believe that Jesus will definitely return to earth 
before midcentury? The Republicans, right? Wrong. 
The Democrats.  
 

This was revealed by a report issued by the Pew 
Research Center for the People and the Press. On 
the surface it may seem surprising, but, in fact, it’s 
quite logical. Blacks and Hispanics, two highly 
religious groups, are a growing part of the 
Democratic Party. A June 2009 Gallup report found 
that blacks and Hispanics constituted 30 percent of 
the party. Recent polling by Pew puts the number 
at 37 percent.  
 

According to a Gallup report, church attendance 
among blacks is exactly the same as among 
conservatives and among Republicans. Hispanics 
closely follow. Furthermore, a February Gallup 
report found that blacks and Hispanics, 
respectively, were the most likely to say that religion 
was an important part of their daily lives. In fact, on 
the Jesus question, nonwhite Democrats were 
roughly twice as likely as white Democrats to 
believe that He would return to earth by 2050.  
 

Add to this the fact that, according to the 2009 
Gallup report, 20 percent of the Democratic Party is 
composed of highly religious whites who attend 
church once a week or more, and you quickly stop 
second-guessing the Second Coming numbers.  
 

Welcome to the Religious Left, which will continue 
to grow as the percentage of minorities in the 
country and in the party grows.  
 

People often ask whether the Republican Party will 
have to move to the left to remain viable. However, 
the question rarely asked is whether the growing 
religiosity on the left will push the Democrats 
toward the right.  
 

At the moment, that answer is both yes and no. On 
the one hand, Barack Obama made a strong play 
for the religious vote on his march to the White 
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House. It worked so well that it’s likely to continue, 
if not intensify, among Democratic candidates. On 
the other hand, the religious left is not the religious 
right. The left isn’t as organized or assertive. For 
the most part, it seems to have made its peace with 
the mishmash of morality under the Democratic 
umbrella, rallying instead around some core 
Democratic tenets: protection of, and equality for, 
the disenfranchised and providing greater oppor-
tunity and assistance for the poor.  
 

The unanswerable questions are whether these 
highly religious, socially conservative Democrats will 
remain loyal to a liberal agenda as they become the 
majority of the party and their financial and social 
standing improves. Or whether Republicans will 
make headway in recruiting them. The future only 
knows.  
 

Then again, the world as we know it may not have 
much of a future if, as these Democrats believe, a 
deity will soon descend from the sky.  
 

ON “SPIRIT”  
Carl Sagan 

(Excerpted from The Demon-Haunted World, and 

from Pique, the Newsletter of the Secular 

Humanist Society of New York, February, 2010 

issue.) 
 
Sprit comes from the Latin word “to breathe.” 
What we breathe is air, which is certainly matter, 
however thin. Despite usage to the contrary, there 
is no necessary implication in the word “spiritual” 
that we are talking of anything other than matter 
(including the matter of which the brain is made), 
or anything outside the realm of science. On 
occasion, I will feel free to use the word. Science is 
not only compatible with spirituality; it is a profound 
source of spirituality. When we recognize our place 
in an immensity of light-years and in the passage of 
ages, when we grasp the intricacy, beauty, and 
subtlety of life, then that soaring feeling, that sense 
of elation and humility combined, is surely spiritual. 
So are our emotions in the presence of great art, of 
music or literature, or of acts of exemplary selfless 
courage such as those of Mohandas Gandhi or 
Martin Luther King, Jr. The notion that science and 

spirituality are mutually exclusive does a disservice 
to both.  
 

The Busy New York City Humanist 
(Reprinted from information in Pique, the 

newsletter of the Secular Humanist Society of 

New York, October, 2010  issue.) 

 

Every month in New York City is a busy month 
for Humanists. Here is a what you can do this 
October, a typical month.  
 
Thursday, October 7, 6:30 p.m. Center for 
Inquiry in NYC Voices Of Reason presents SAM 
HARRIS THE MORAL LANDSCAPE.  At the 
New York Society for Ethical Culture, on 
Central Park West. 
 
Sunday, October 10, 12:00 noon. SHSNY 
Freethought Day celebration. Brunch, lecture 
& discussion with philosopher and Evolutionary 
Biologist MASSIMO PIGLIUCCI at historic 
Pete’s Tavern, East 18 Street.   
 
Tuesday, October 12, 7:00 p.m. RICHARD 
DAWKINS Movie “The Root Of All Evll”. Stone 
Creek Bar & Lounge, East 27 Street.  
 
Thursday, October 14, 6:30 p.m. The SHSNY 
Book Club meets at the Muhlenberg Branch 
Library, West 23 Street to discuss the BOTANY 
OF DESIRE: A Plant's-Eye View of ohe World 
By MICHAEL POLLAN 
 
Sunday, October 17, 12:30 p.m. Monthly 
SHSNY brunch get-together: New restaurant: 
BXL East, East 51 Street, for outstanding 
Belgian fare. 
 
Monday, October 18, 7:00 p.m. SHSNY movie 
night, Stone Creek Bar & Lounge, East 27 St. 
Showing “THE CRUCIBLE”  
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Getting to Know the Board (#3): 

Wayne Beckman 
by Diane Krohn 

 
Wayne was born in Chicago (the smooth part of 
Chicago, as opposed to the rough part of Chicago), 
but his family moved to Santa 
Barbara when he was about 10 
years old, practically making him a 
Santa Barbara native.  
 
Wayne attended the local schools, 
including Peabody, Goleta Union, 
Hollister, La Colina, San Marcos 
High School, and UCSB. In the 
UCSB Mountaineering Club, he met 
the illustrious author of this 
microbiography, his companion for 
the last 30 years. He received his 
degree in Electrical Engineering, 
and then a Master's in Scientific Instrumentation. 
He has worked for only three companies over the 
past 30 years: Oceanographic Services, Inc.; Sloan 
Technology; and MariPro. Although he focused on 
biomedical engineering while in college, he ended 
up working as an oceanographic engineer for both 
OSI and MariPro. With both of these companies, he 
has ended up traveling quite a bit over various parts 
of the world, including the north slope of Alaska, 
Taiwan, Australia, Chile, Diego Garcia, Juan 
Fernandez Island, and Ascension Island.  
 
Wayne's hobbies include hiking and backpacking, 
woodworking, recumbent bicycling, and, more 
recently, motorcycling and sailing. You might spot 
him around town on the "funny-looking" 
recumbent, with feet first and handlebars below the 
seat. The motorcycle riding has brought about lots 
of travel across the US on the less-traveled roads. 
His most recent trip, with partner Diane, started in 
Santa Barbara, went across the US to the 
northeast, into Maine and then back across 
Canada; about 8800 miles total.  
 
A born skeptic, Wayne never believed in the claims 
of religion. However, he and his two sisters 
attended Sunday school regularly, though not 

necessarily willingly. Right around the time that he 
was confirmed at church, Wayne's father took him 
aside and told him, "You know, you probably don't 
want to believe all of this." After confirmation, 
Wayne attended church services at the Lutheran 
church, run by a hip, young pastor – a self-avowed 
"Hindu-Christian-Mystic-Humanitarian." These 

evening services were unique in that the 
pastor would give communion and 
discuss different religions. 
 
Wayne was of draft age during the 
Vietnam War, and he found that 
contemplating conscientious objector 
status without any religious beliefs to be 
an interesting situation. He couldn't 
truthfully claim to be Quaker, or 
Lutheran, or any other religion. But, he 
ended up with a high lottery number and 
the whole issue became moot.  

 
As with many of our members, Wayne attended his 
first Humanist Society meeting because of the 
speaker. This one was Paul Kurtz, and Wayne was 
familiar with Paul's writings that have appeared in 
The Skeptical Inquirer, a magazine he has 
subscribed to since 1979.  
 
Wayne has been a member of HSSB since 2001, 
and has been Webmaster since 2007. He has been 
a board member since 2008. As a new 
motorcyclist, Wayne has found that being an 
atheist is similar to being a motorcyclist – you are a 
small minority of the population, you are invisible, 
and you are threatening and scary to most people.  

 

Non-HSSB Events of Interest 
by Diane Krohn 

 
IN CALIFORNIA 

 

• October 6:  Skeptics Society, Cal Tech, 

Pasadena.  Richard Dawkins:  The Greatest 
Show on Earth:  The Evidence for Evolution.  

NOTE:  This event is sold out.   
http://www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures/ 
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• October 7-10:  The 30th Anniversary 

Conference of Free Inquiry and the Council 

for Secular Humanism, Los Angeles.  
Scheduled to appear: James Randi, Tom Flynn, 
Ed Buckner, Richard Dawkins, PZ Myers, and 
many others.  
http://www.secularhumanism.org/index.php?sect
ion=press&page=fi_anniversary_conference 
 

• November 7:  Skeptics Society, Cal Tech, 

Pasadena.  Kevin Kelly:  What Technology 
Wants. 
http://www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures/ 
 

• November 21:  Skeptics Society, Cal Tech, 

Pasadena.  Laurence Smith:  The World in 
2050:  Four Forces Shaping Civilization’s 

Northern Future.  
http://www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures/ 

 

OUTSIDE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

• October 1-3:  Atheist Alliance 

International-HC 2010 North American 

Convention, Atheists Without Borders, 

Montreal, Canada.  Speakers include PZ 
Myers, Brian Keith Dalton (“Mr. Deity”), Susan 
Jacoby, Daniel Dennett, and many other 
international skeptics and humanists. 
http://www.atheistconvention.org/ 
 

• October 8-10:  Texas Freethought 

Convention, Irving, Texas (Dallas/Fort Worth 
area).  Speakers include Darrel Ray, Ed 
Buckner, Sean Faircloth, and Stuart Bechman.  
http://www.texasfreethoughtconvention.com/ 
 

• October 29-31:  Freedom From Religion 

Foundation, 33rd Annual 2010 FFRF 

National Convention, Madison, Wisconsin.  
Speakers include journalist Linda Greenhouse, 
Julia Sweeney, Dan Barker, Eric Workman, and 
Ayaan Hirsi Ali.   
http://www.ffrf.org/outreach/convention/ 

 

 
 

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Ron Kronenberg 

967-0883 

"mailto:president@santabarbarahumanists.org" 

 

Secretary: Diane Krohn  

569-5503 

"mailto:secretary@santabarbarahumanists.org"  

 

Treasurer: Neal Rosenthal 

617-6188 

"mailto:treasurer@santabarbarahumanists.org"  

 

Board Members/At Large:  

Jim Balter 

Wayne Beckman  

Sandy Garcia 

Andrew Hankin  

Patricia Hiles 

Joe Navarro 

Ray Stone 

Mary Wilk  

 

Newsletter Editor:  

Ray Stone 

Editor@santabarbarahumanists.org 

 
HSSB meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month at 2:30 pm, usually in the Patio Room of Vista 
del Monte, 3775 Modoc Rd., Santa Barbara. More 
information is available at our web site: 
www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org or by contacting any 
board member. At meetings, a donation of $2 from 
members and $5 from non-members is appreciated. 
First-time visitors are welcome on a complimentary 
basis.  
 
To send a copy of this newsletter to someone 
interested in our Society, please send their contact 
information to: PO Box 30232, Santa Barbara, CA 
93130, or contact Mary Wilk at 967-3045, or 
mwilk@cox.net. Newsletters are also available at the 
above web address. 

Annual HSSB membership dues are $36 for a single 
person, $60 for a couple, and $100 (or more) to 
become a sponsor. One may subscribe to our 
newsletter only for an annual fee of $20.  
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Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara 
PO Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 

HSSB Calendar 
 

Wednesday, October 13th, 2pm. The new Salon's first meeting will be held at the home 
of Jean Gilbert,  5254 Calle Morelia, zip 93111. Phone: 683-4661. More information 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 

Saturday, October 16th 2:30pm. Monthly meeting.  Ingersoll Lecture, at Faulkner 
Gallery.  
 
Wednesday, October 20 1:30pm.  Book Club meeting discussing Fareed Zakaria's, 
(Newsweek columnist and CNN commentator) latest best-seller, The Post-American World. 
Marty Shapiro's home, 249 Savona Ave., Goleta. Call 968-0478 for more details. 
 
Sunday, October 31st, 10am Secular Sunday Brunch for humanists, atheists, agnostics, 
skeptics, freethinkers, singles, couples and families. No cover charge – pay only for your food 
and drink. Cody's Cafe, 4898 Hollister Ave. in the Turnpike Center, Goleta. In the room to the 
right as you enter the restaurant, information phone 805-967-3045. 
 
 


