
 

 
 
 

CORPORATE PROFILE 
 
 

OVERVIEW 

GainSpan is helping power the next wave of the Internet of Things (IoT) with wireless connectivity solutions that turn everyday 
products into intelligent communicating devices. A spin-off of Intel, the company is privately held, venture-backed and supported 
by some of the world’s leading venture capital firms. 

 
OUR VISION 

Connectivity is a cornerstone of our vision for the IoT. Since our inception 
in 2006, we have designed and marketed Wi-Fi chips, modules, and 
solutions to connect traditionally non-connected devices to smartphones 
and the Internet. Our solutions combine Wi-Fi and Thread/6LoWPAN, 
with BLE products coming down the road; we believe these will be the 
winning technologies for the IoT market, which is estimated to comprise 
more than 50 billion devices by 2020. 

We have  been singularly focused on Internet Protocol (IP) technologies— 
while many competitors used non-IP technologies such as ZigBee, 
Z-Wave or proprietary RF. That’s because we believe the IoT market will 
deliver on its promise by leveraging the Internet Protocol. The recent past 
has proven us right: The most successful connected products are based on 
IP/Wi-Fi—NEST Thermostat, Fitbit scale and GoPro camera. 

 
 

GAINSPAN MARKETS 

1. Smart Home: Wi-Fi-enabled thermostats, smart plugs, door locks, 
appliances, photovoltaic inverters, security cameras.  

2. Health and Fitness: Weight and BMI scales, and heart rate, glucose, 
pulse oximeter and sleep apnea monitors to track consumer health 
and fitness performance. 

3. Audio/Video: Doorbells, baby monitors, action cameras, Wi-Fi 
speakers. 

4. Industrial: Various sensors to monitor the environment, fluid levels, 
and corrosion for preventive maintenance; people- and asset-tracking 
devices. 

5. Commercial: Lighting control, HVAC, Point of Sales Terminals, 
barcode scanners, inventory control. 

6. Smart Cities: Monitoring spaces in parking garages and city 
streets, smart street lighting, traffic lights. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE  TEAM 

Greg Winner, President & CEO 

Michael Hutchinson, Chief Financial Officer 

Bob Twomey, Senior VP, Worldwide Sales 

Bernard Aboussouan, VP, Business Development 

Brent Little, VP, Marketing 

Pankaj Vyas, VP, Software & Systems 

Thai Nguyen, VP, Engineering 

Haike Dong, VP, Operations 

Richard Najarian, Senior Director, Solutions Marketing 
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• HEADQUARTERS:  San Jose, 
California, with R&D in Bangalore, 
India 

 
• INVESTORS: Intel Capital, New 

Venture Partners, Opus Capital, 
Sigma Partners, Camp Ventures, 
In-Q-Tel, Hatteras Funds, 
Mobile Internet Capital, Oplink 
Communications, Zebra Technologies 
Corporation 

 
• PARTNERSHIPS: Freescale, 

Renesas, NXP, Geo Semiconductor, 
OmniVision, ADI, various cloud 
vendors and design houses 

http://www.gainspan.com/
http://www.gainspan.com/
mailto:info@gainspan.com


 

 
 

 
GAINSPAN PRODUCTS AND SOLUTIONS 

Our end-to-end solutions make connected devices easier to develop, faster to get to market and simpler to set up and  install. 

Our portfolio includes a suite of low-power connectivity chips and modules for IoT applications, embedded software, networking 
stack and reference codes for the most popular MCU’s and to connect to cloud partner solutions, and a suite of development tools 
and application development  kits (ADK). 

At the core is the GS2000, a highly integrated and low-power system on chip (SOC), supporting dual mode 802.11b/g/n 
and 802.15.4. This SOC has more hardware and software support capabilities than competitive solutions in addressing 
simple hostless (i.e., no external MCU) solutions to more complex hosted solutions. Features include multi-mode and 
concurrent mode operation, buffering for better audio and video quality, hardware crypto engine for a high level of 
security, numerous provisioning/commissioning methods, reliable over the air firmware upgrade and support for Wi-Fi, 
Thread, Apple HomeKit. 

Designers can easily and quickly add Wi-Fi/ Thread connectivity to their connected products. Furthermore, GainSpan ADKs 
accelerate our customers’ time to market targeting a variety of typical IoT applications. 

Our portfolio also includes GS1011M (802.11b) and GS1500M (802.11b/g/n) low-power Wi-Fi modules. 
 

THE GAINSPAN ADVANTAGE 
 

The Right IOT Connectivity Partner 

With involvement in more than 1,000 IoT applications and projects, GainSpan brings a wealth of experience to customers who 
are often challenged by aggressive schedules, not to mention lack of expertise in wireless technology, cloud connectivity and 
app or embedded code development. To complement a one-stop solution that includes chips, certified modules, an integrated 
networking stack, application development kits, IOS and Android reference Apps and MCU reference design code, GainSpan 
has partnered with leading MCU vendors such as Freescale, NXP, and Renesas, other silicon vendors such as Geo 
Semiconductor, Omnivision, and Analog Devices, and several cloud vendors and design partners. 

Ultra-low Wi-Fi Power Consumption 

GainSpan’s proprietary technology covers fundamental methods for low-power consumption/energy-efficient wireless 
networking. We have both issued and pending patents on these methods. With our low-power saving modes, as low as 
260 nA in hibernate mode, and fast wake-up time, battery-operated devices can last much longer, essential in typical IoT 
applications where devices are idle for a long period. 

A Rich Integrated NetworkingStack 

The GS2000 architecture features dual-core ARM processors – one dedicated to the wireless LAN and the other to support 
networking and security stack – offloading Wi-Fi services and networking functionalities from a host microcontroller and 
delivering a solution suitable for even the most processing- and memory-constrained MCUs, or for hostless applications. 

Ease of Provisioning 

GainSpan has pending and awarded patents on essential provisioning/commissioning methods and continues to invest resources to 
simplify user provisioning of devices, and upgrade of software over the air. These provisioning methods are critical for the 
user experience and for market acceptance of IoT devices, especially consumer products. 
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