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 Federal Resources for Arts Education: 
 

U.S. Department of Education: 

The U.S. Department of Education (ED) was created in 1980 by combining offices from several federal agencies. 
The Department of Education's 4,400 employees and $68 billion budget are dedicated to: (1) Establishing 
policies on federal financial aid for education, and distributing as well as monitoring those funds. (2) Collecting 
data on America's schools and disseminating research. (3) Focusing national attention on key educational issues. 
(4) Prohibiting discrimination and ensuring equal access to education. The U.S. Department of Education's 
mission is to promote student achievement and preparation for global competitiveness by fostering educational 
excellence and ensuring equal access. 
 
ED resources for arts education include:  
 
Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination (AEMDD) Grants Program  – This program supports 
the enhancement, expansion, documentation, evaluation, and dissemination of innovative, cohesive models 
that demonstrate effectiveness in: integrating and strengthening arts in the core elementary and middle school 
curricula; strengthening arts instruction in those grades; and improving students' academic performance, 
including their skills in creating, performing, and responding to the arts. 
 
Professional Development for Arts Educators (PDAE) Grants Program  – This program supports the 
implementation of high-quality model professional development programs in elementary and secondary 
education for music, dance, drama, media arts, or visual arts, including folk arts, for educators and other arts 
instructional staff of kindergarten through grade 12 students in high-poverty schools. 
 
Arts in Education National Program Grant Program – This program supports national-level,  high-quality arts 
education projects and programs for children and youth, with special emphasis on serving students from low-
income families and students with disabilities. The single grantee is the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, which provides a multi-faceted set of arts education programs and services described here.  
 
Arts in Education National Program Grant Program – This program supports national-level,  high-quality arts 
education projects and programs for children and youth, with special emphasis on serving students from low-
income families and students with disabilities. The single grantee is the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts.  
 

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/artsedmodel/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/artsedprofdev/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/artsnational/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/artsnational/kennedy.doc
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/artsnational/index.html
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"Arts Education in Public Elementary and Seconary Schools: 1999-2000 and 2009-10” –This report presents 
findings from a congressionally mandated study of the conditions of arts education in public K–12 schools. The 
data were collected through seven Fast Response Survey System (FRSS) surveys during the 2009-10 school year. 
The report’s national data depict the state of important indicators of the availability of arts education in public 
elementary and secondary schools, including survey data from elementary classroom teachers, and elementary 
and secondary music and visual arts specialists. Comparisons with data from the 1999–2000 FRSS arts education 
study are included where applicable. 
 
Education Secretary Duncan’s April 2012 remarks – Prepared remarks of U.S. Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan on the survey report, "Arts Education in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools: 2009-10" at Miner 
Elementary School, Washington, DC, April 2, 2012 
 
President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities(PCAH)Turnaround Arts – Turnaround Arts is a 
public-private partnership that uses the arts to help narrow the achievement gap, increase student 
engagement and improve the culture and climate in the country’s highest poverty schools.  
 
 

National Endowment for the Arts: 

 
The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) is an independent federal agency that funds and promotes artistic 
excellence, creativity, and innovation for the benefit of individuals and communities. The NEA Arts Education 
Division specifically works to ensure that every student is engaged and empowered through an excellent arts 
education. 
 
NEA arts education resources include: 
 
NEA Arts Education Webpage – This webpage offers access to the NEA's Arts Education grant project types, 
recent grants, news updates in the field, special features, contact information for staff, publications, archived 
webinars and more.  
 
Arts Education Guidelines  –  The NEA's arts education program provides direct learning grants for projects that 
provide pre-K through 12th-grade students with opportunities to gain knowledge and skills in the arts both in 
and outside the classroom; professional development grants for projects that deepen knowledge and strengthen 
practice of educators and civic leaders; and collective impact grants for projects that use a systematic approach 
to provide arts education to students throughout a community, school, school district, and state.  
 
NEA Arts Education Grantees –  Search for information about NEA arts education grants awarded since 2000. 
 
The Arts and Achievement in At-Risk Youth: Findings from Four Longitudinal Studies – This NEA funded 
research report examines the academic and civic behavior outcomes of teenagers and young adults who have 
engaged deeply with the arts in or out of school.  
 
The Education Leaders Institute Alumni Summit Report  – Over the course of five years, the NEA brought 
together teams from 29 states to collaborate on ways to strengthen states' arts education policies. The 
Education Leaders Institute Alumni Summit Report shares the significant findings of what the NEA, its partners, 
and eight participating alumni states learned together and how it informed the NEA’s arts education strategic 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2012014rev
http://www.ed.gov/news/speeches/prepared-remarks-us-secretary-education-arne-duncan-report-arts-education-public-eleme
http://turnaroundarts.pcah.gov/
http://arts.gov/artistic-fields/arts-education
http://arts.gov/grants-organizations/art-works/arts-education
http://arts.gov/grants/recent-grants
http://arts.gov/file/2684
http://arts.gov/publications/education-leaders-institute-alumni-summit-report
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plan. This report will assist both national and state-level policymakers in understanding the catalysts to advance 
the arts as a core element of education.  
 
NEA Arts Education Newsletter – Sign up for the NEA arts education newsletter to keep abreast of how the NEA 
is advancing arts education and ensuring that every student is engaged and empowered through an excellent 
arts education. 
 

Arts Education Partnership: 
 
The Arts Education Partnership (AEP), a part of the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO), is a national 
network of organizations dedicated to advancing the arts in education through research, policy, and practice. 
Established in 1995 through a unique interagency agreement between the National Endowment for the Arts and 
the U.S. Department of Education, AEP aspires to ensure that every student in America succeeds in school, work, 
and life as a result of a high quality education in and through the arts. 
 
AEP resources include: 
 
ArtsEdSearch.org – Launched in April 2012, ArtsEdSearch is the nation’s first online resource of high quality 
research focused entirely on student and educator outcomes associated with learning in the arts.  It features 
hundreds of easy to read summaries, as well as potential policy implications of the research.  
 
ArtScan – Located on the AEP’s website (www.aep-arts.org), ArtScan is a searchable 50-state clearinghouse that 
tracks the latest information on state policies that support teaching and learning in the arts. ArtScan allows 
users to explore the data in multiple ways, including a state-level profile for all policy areas, a comparison of 
selected states and policy areas, several types of 50-state reports, and research and policy briefs such as A 
Snapshot of State Policies for Arts Education released in March 2014. 
  
Common Core and the Arts – Also located on the AEP website, AEP has developed a set of Common Core and 
the Arts Resources to help AEP partner organizations, arts educators, and others learn more about the standards 
and their implications for arts education.  
 
Research Bulletins – AEP is known for its clear and concise publications that make research jargon-free and 
accessible. AEP’s newest bulletin, Preparing Students for the Next America: The Benefits of an Arts Education, 
explores the many ways that arts education helps prepare students for success in school, work, and life.  
Another favorite, What School Leaders Can Do to Increase Arts Education, provides concrete, inexpensive, and 
effective ways school leaders can ensure access to high quality arts education at their schools. These and other 
AEP publications are available for purchase or download (many for free) on the AEP website.  
 
AEP National Forum – With the goal of strengthening our nation’s public education system, the annual AEP 
National Forum convenes 300 of the country’s foremost leaders in arts, education, and policy sectors to discuss 
what works in arts education and to advance best practices and policies that help ensure a complete education 
for every child in America. The next AEP National Forum will be held September 11-12, 2014 in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 
 
ArtsEd Digest – The ArtsEd Digest is AEP’s free, twice-monthly online newsletter highlighting new reports, 
research, and job opportunities as well as announcements of interest to the field from AEP partner 
organizations. Registering for the ArtsEd Digest is simple on the AEP website. 

http://arts.gov/news/updates
http://www.artsedsearch.org/
http://www.aep-arts.org/research-policy/artscan/
http://www.aep-arts.org/
http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/A-Snapshot-of-State-Policies-for-Arts-Education.pdf
http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/A-Snapshot-of-State-Policies-for-Arts-Education.pdf
http://www.aep-arts.org/resources-2/common-core-and-the-arts/
http://www.aep-arts.org/publications-store/#id=1&cid=720&wid=401
http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Preparing-Students-for-the-Next-America-FINAL.pdf
http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/What-School-Leaders-Can-Do-To-Increase-the-Arts.pdf
http://www.aep-arts.org/events/forum/
http://www.aep-arts.org/resources-2/artsed-digest/archives/http:/www.aep-arts.org/resources-2/artsed-digest/
http://www.aep-arts.org/resources-2/artsed-digest/
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Technical Assistance – Under the leadership of AEP Director, Sandra Ruppert, the four member staff of AEP can 
respond to information requests and provide technical support to state education leaders and other arts and 
education stakeholders. Contact AEP at aep@ccsso.org. 
 

 

mailto:aep@ccsso.org

