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Terminology, Websites, Resources & Contact Info

Dancing With The Elephants

Opening Soliloquy & Elephant ID Guide
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                                                                Attendee “Elephant ID Jot-Pad”
There’s an elephant in the classroom                        ------------------------------------------------------------
That no one seems to see 

she wallows in the mire 

Of mediocrity

She trumpets in containment 

and Bellows at commands

she’s begging for attention

yet draped in reprimands

You cannot teach her how to Tango

When she’s tangled in vines of spite

You can’t teach her how to Cha Cha

When her eco-system’s fraught with fright.

There’s an elephant at the whiteboard

But no one seems to care                            

He’s bugling and he’s bantering 

As his students blankly stare

In the lassitude of his lecture

The class starts acting out

How can you teach him how to Freestyle

When he only wants to shout

There’s an old bull in the staff meeting              
Yet know one bats an eye

He’s whispering while the Principle                             ---------------------------------------------------
Is trying to describe

The fact that sanctions are now looming

There is a draught of learning and of growth

“Tusk Tusk” the old bull teases

And masks a laughing oath

How can you teach him how to Salsa

When he has spices his own

He’s in effect the derelict

With no responsibility to own

There’s an elephant on the campus

He’s dressed in suit and tie

His parade is mired in mediocrity

And he can’t figure why

The teachers all are angry

The students rant and rage


And every day to his dismay 
5 years he seems to age

How can he learn to Boogie Woogie

When he can’t even reach 

The hearts and minds of his faculty

The ones who must go out and teach
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What of the Alphas in the District Office

And the Board who must dictate

Could it be true that they imbue 

Some fantastic aloof trait

Can you teach those at the Apex

The beauty of the Swing

Is there a away to Sway the Elephants

Teach them to dance and sing.

Or will grades continue to then plummet

with misbehaviors on the rise

State Performances flat lining 

Till they catch the feral Federal eyes

and now a fire’s ignited

Who can ignore the growing heat

Can we now claim just who to blame

with a fire beneath our very feet.

Ah see the elephants dancing !

Look how it prances in the coals

The comedy of tragedy 

An assembly of fools                                                            ---------------------------------------------------
Ignore them and be trampled

Run and it stampedes

The only recourse is

Is to find resources

To recognize then act upon your needs.

We beg you examine this example

Of a journey through mire

How a school turned it’s very course around

And learned how to inspire

Learn from hard won lessons

And then you too will have a chance

To address those lurking elephants

And teach them how to dance

RTI:  “Response To Intervention”:  how well students respond to changes in instruction (also, refers to model of Intervention used).

ROI: “Rate of Improvement,”  How quickly a student improves compared to his peers.  i.e. an “at Risk” student should improve at a higher rate than her Gen Ed peers if she is ever to ‘catch up.’


Tier 1:  Core instruction for “all kids”  typically Reading and Math and aligned with State Standards.

Tier 2: consists of children who fall below the expected levels of accomplishment (called benchmarks) and are at some risk for academic failure but who are still above levels considered to indicate a high risk for failure.
Tier 3: Tier 3 consists of children who are considered to be at high risk for failure and, if not responsive, are considered to be candidates for identification as having special education.

Benchmark Testing: State Testing that assess what percentage of students in a given group are at State Standards.
EasyCBM:  A Benchmark and Progress Monitoring System available to schools nationwide, available online at: http://easycbm.com/info/contact.php
Read180: a Reading Intervention System by Scholastic that uses differentiated instruction, software, an Rbook, and the Lexile Framework reading level ranking system to assign students books to read independently at their reading level.to deliver a 90 minute Tier II/III Intervention at a student’s ability level.  

Lexile Framework: An educational tool matching readers with books, articles, etc. whose complexity as based on individual words and sentence lengths instead of content.   Lower Lexile books reflect easier readability.

Edmodo:  A learning platform for Teachers, students and parents, containing Apps, Grade book, progress monitoring, digital backpack, annotation ability.  Often called “Facebook of Schools.”  Available online at: https://www.edmodo.com
Pixton:  Allows students to showcase their knowledge on content in cartoon form, extremely user friendly, very popular with the kids fantastic for teaching all elements of literature.  Available at http://www.pixton.com/schools/overview
Contact us at:

Eric.johnson@washougalsd.org : Eric Johnson    or    ronpa007@gmail.com Dr. Ron Carlson
Join our Edmodo Group: Dancing With The Elephants Professional Collaboration Group.

Group Code: 25843n

 --or – join URL

https://edmo.do/j/34jdcv 
