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Agenda	
	
	

• Overview	

• Focus	on	“For	All”	

• Sample	Strategies	

	
	 	

The Evolution of Literacy Instruction

1900s
Beacon 
Primer 
The Bible

1930s-50s
Dick & Jane 
Basal  
Readers

1960s
Phonics

1980s
Whole 
Language 

2000s

Standards-
Based 
Instruction

The Reading Wars
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Overview	
Definition	

Balanced	Literacy	is	a	comprehensive	approach	to	language	arts	instruction	that	

address	all	literacy	components	in	whole	group	and	small	group	formats	to	

empower	students	engage	in	literacy	independently.	
	

	
	
	

	 	

Modeled 
Reading

Shared
Reading Guided

Reading
Independent

Reading

“Watch me!”

“Follow me!”

“Break a sweat!”

“Go on without me!”
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Strategy:	Learn	from	Words	and	Pictures	
What	I	learned	from…	

The	Words	 The	Pictures	
	 	

	

What	I	learned	from…	
The	Words	 The	Images	
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Guiding	Principles	
	
	

• All	students	deserve	access!	

• Students	are	individuals	with	different	needs	

• Students	need	challenge	but	not	frustration	

• Assessments	should	inform	instruction	

	 	



Effective	Balanced	Literacy	for	All	 	 	

	

7	

	

	

Balanced Literacy for All

Middle Grades

Primary Grades

Secondary

“For All”
poetry, plays, 
visual texts

persuasive or 
bias texts

science 
words with 
Latin bases

Balanced Literacy for All

historical 
narrative with 
period dialect

all of the 
above
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