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Westfield Approves PILOT
Agreement; Denies Marijuana
By JESSE WINTER

For The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council’s packed Tuesday night
agenda saw the passage of financial
agreements for a South Avenue rede-
velopment project, a first look at con-
ceptual plans for a 162-unit residen-
tial development at Williams
Nursery and the town’s deci-
sion to opt out on marijuana
dispensaries.

The council took the first
step in authorizing a financial
agreement, granting long-term
tax-exemption status for real
estate development firm Elite
Properties of Warren for the
construction of the sites out-
lined in the South Side Rede-
velopment Plan, known as
Westfield Crossing.

The proposed financial
agreement, a payment in lieu
of taxes (PILOT), exempts
Elite Properties from property
taxes for 30 years — instead
requiring the firm to pay a per-
centage of its annual total rev-
enues to the municipality.

Council members Linda Habgood,
Dawn Mackey, David Contract, Scott
Katz, Mark Parmelee and Michael
Dardia voted yes on introduction of
the ordinance. Mark LoGrippo voted
no, with Councilman James Boyes
not in attendance. Mayor Shelley
Brindle also voted yes.

The deal, outlined during the meet-
ing, would require Elite Properties to
pay 10 percent of its total revenues
for the first six years, with incremen-
tal percentage increases beyond that.

Year seven will see an 11-percent
payout, year 13 a 12-percent payout,
and year 21 a 13-percent payout to
the town. As per New Jersey law, the
town retains 95 percent of the rev-
enue and 5 percent goes to Union
County each year. Under state law,
PILOT revenue does not have to be

shared with the board of education.
Critically, if passed on final read-

ing during the Tuesday, June 15 coun-
cil meeting, the ordinance would set
in motion a project that will see the
town offer 36 units of affordable hous-
ing, fulfilling part of a court-man-
dated obligation to provide afford-
able-housing opportunities within the
municipality.

The PILOT project, the first under-
taken by Westfield, will see the cre-
ation of three mixed-use buildings
consisting of 193 residential units.

The redevelopment plan also outlines
17,000 square feet of retail space and
320 parking spaces.

The sites sit on approximately 5.6
acres of property in an area of
Westfield ruled to be “a non-condem-
nation area in need of redevelop-
ment” by the town back in 2020. In

early 2021, the council approved
the South Side Redevelopment
Plan, which includes areas of
South Avenue East and Windsor
Avenue on the east side of town
on the border with Garwood.
Currently, the lots within the re-
development plan host light-in-
dustrial sites, and in some cases
are vacant.

Under the PILOT agreement
with Elite Properties, the devel-
oper also will be required to pay
$380,000 into the town’s Park
Improvement Fund. The South
Avenue Redevelopment Plan
also calls for the developer to
construct a park within the site
which will eventually be deeded
over to the town for ownership.

Elite Properties’ prior projects
include nearby Fanwood Crossing.

During a presentation given to the
council and public, members of the
redevelopment team sought to as-
suage concerns over issues such as
the potential influx of additional stu-
dents into Westfield Public Schools.

Speaking before the ordinance’s
introduction Tuesday night, Robert
Powell, managing director of Nassau
Capital Advisors — a firm that as-
sisted the town in negotiating the pro-
posed PILOT with Elite Properties
— cited a study done by Rutgers in
2018 dealing with housing demo-
graphics. According to his remarks,
Mr. Powell anticipates the new apart-
ments would attract 24 school-age
children in grades 1 through 12.

Speaking to The Westfield Leader
on Tuesday, ahead of the ordinance’s
introductory vote, Mayor Brindle
explained that a PILOT proposal is
the only way to make the Redevelop-
ment Plan with the mandated afford-
able units financially “feasible.”

“What this council wanted to do
was be able to assert more control
over the outcome of this project,”
Mayor Brindle said.

Mayor Brindle noted the redevel-
opment plan allows the town to man-
date the “quality of the materials,”
“the quality of the design” and “pub-
lic improvements” in what is consid-
ered to be a gateway to the east side of
Westfield from Garwood.

“Does every project warrant a re-
development agreement, or a PILOT?

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BREWSTER — HE’S NUMBER 1...Blue Devil baseball Head Coach Bob
Brewster and his “Brew Crew” celebrate his 652nd career victory, making him the
all-time winningest Union County coach after nipping Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 8-
7, in 10 innings in Westfield on May 19 (See story on page 9).

CONCEPT...The first concept drawing of a proposal
for 162 units on the 6.6 acre Williams Nursery property
on Springfield Avenue was unveiled Tuesday night.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A PIECE OF C.A.K.E...Westfield Mental Health Council representatives appear at the Westfield Farmers Market this past
Saturday in conjunction with May being Mental Health Awareness Month. Their visit was to promote The C.A.K.E. Crumb
Trail, a Council initiative that promotes Compassion, Acceptance, Kindness and Empathy.

Ruth E. Maloney for The Westfield Leader
REVAMPING TRAILS AT TAMAQUES...Eagle Scout candidate Dhillon Patel
was honored with a ribbon-cutting ceremony this past Monday for his project in
Tamaques Park. The project included five improvements to the trails, among them
trail markers, a trail head map, and adding stepping stones to typically wet areas.
Dhillon received accolades from the mayor, town council members, his scoutmas-
ter, project mentor and father, who stood with him as he cut the woodsy burlap
"ribbon" to officially open the improved trails.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Cranford BOE Recognizes
Gov. Recognition Nominees

County Makes Room in
Budget for Federal Aid

Cranford Township
Opts Out On Marijuana Sales

By MARTA ESQUÍROZ
For The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee prohibited via an ordi-
nance the operation of any class of
cannabis business during its offi-
cial meeting Tuesday night.

Mayor Kathleen Miller Prunty ex-
plained that this ordinance, “tem-
porarily pauses the opening of can-
nabis businesses in Cranford.”

“Taking this step allows Cranford
to take the necessary time to review
all aspects of the New Jersey Can-
nabis Regulatory Act and to deter-
minate how we can do the best fit in
our commercial district,” Mayor
Miller Prunty said.

The law that Governor Phil
Murphy signed legalized the use of
marijuana by adults 21 years of age
or older and established a regula-
tory and licensing scheme for com-
mercial, recreational cannabis op-
erations, use and possession. Dur-
ing the November 2020 elections,
Cranford residents voted in favor of
legalization 9,603 to 4,209.

“If we didn’t take this action to-
night, the township would be un-
able to adopt its own ordinances, its
own zoning and its own regulations
and control of cannabis business
for a period of five years,” Mayor

Miller Prunty said as she remarked
that without this decision, Cranford
would “have to act by the state regu-
lations.”

Commissioner of Public Safety
Jason Gareis, who chairs the Can-
nabis Legislation Working Group
that is reviewing the law, explained
that the goal of this group is to “look
at the issue of the legalization from
all angles” to “figure out the best
way to go for us (Cranford).

“This ordinance is crucial to al-
low the working group time to re-
view the state’s anticipated guide-
lines and digest the opinions of our
residents. As with all issues before
the township committee, we are
committed to a transparent process
with input from all residents,” Mr.
Gareis said.

“What I want of this group is to
find out what is a realist timeline for
Cranford as far as we’re getting
through it,” he remarked.

Commissioner of Finance Mary
O’Connor, also a member of this
review committee, explained that
the group is comprised of “many
people with different areas of ex-
pertise” to ensure that “everybody
is represented.”

“No one on the working group is

going into this with an opinion, but
looking for facts,” Ms. O’Connor
pointed out.

Mayor Miller Prunty clarified that
the adoption of this ordinance, “isn’t
a permanent decision about how
cannabis would be,” but it will give
time to the township “to continue to
work on recommendations about
how we can get the best course for
Cranford.”

The public hearing on the ordi-
nance will be held on Tuesday, July
13, when opinions and suggestions
from the public will be heard.

In other news, officials approved
construction of a pedestrian mall on
Eastman Street between North Av-
enue and Miln Street. This amend-
ment aims to improve the move-
ment, safety and enjoyment of pe-
destrians in this area.

However, Ms. O’Connor and
Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
voted against it since she is still
“having concerns about the ordi-
nance.”

At the end of the meeting, Mayor
Miller Prunty announced that the
township’s Memorial Day Parade
will be held on Monday, May 31, at
9 a.m., starting at the community
center on Walnut Avenue.

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
For The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Board of Education began its meet-
ing on Monday by honoring the
district’s nominees for the New Jer-
sey Governor’s Teacher/Educational
Services Professional Recognition
Program.

Kathleen Cox (Hillside Avenue
School), Kathleen Gargiulo (Walnut
Avenue School), Megan Green
(Brookside Place School), Jillian
Guarini (Livingston Avenue School),
Kathleen Kloc (Bloomingdale Avenue
School), Gretchen Lenehan (Cranford
High School), Jodi Mathisen (Walnut
Avenue School), Daphne Morrissey
(Cranford High School), Andrew
Nicastro (Orange Avenue School),
Clare Pisapia (Hillside Avenue
School), Susan Trojan (Lincoln Av-
enue School), Brenda Bishop
(Brookside Place School) and Frances
Corsaro (Orange Avenue School) are
this year’s selected professionals.

“Congratulations to the honorees.

They are absolutely heroes,” said Su-
perintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D.

Cranford schools were recently rec-
ognized with Gold Star status in the
Anti-Defamation League’s No Place
for Hate® program, Dr. Rubin an-
nounced.

The Social Emotional Learning
(SEL) facilitators in each building
“really stepped up to the challenge,”
said Gayle Colucci, coordinator of
Culture and Climate, and provided
programs such as the Week of Inclu-
sion and Start with Hello Week and
additional activities like Month of
Gratitude and Mental Health Aware-
ness Month.

Dr. Rubin also updated the public
regarding new mask-mandate guide-
lines announced Monday afternoon.
While the mask mandate lifts restric-
tions for some sectors, public elemen-
tary and secondary schools must con-
tinue to utilize masks, the superinten-
dent revealed.

Board member William Hulse
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By JESSE WINTER
For The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of County Commissioners
passed two resolutions unanimously
during its regular meeting held last
Thursday, making room for federal
aid in its budget.

The first resolution approves
$65,295,900 from the American Res-
cue Plan Act, the federal government’s
Covid-19 relief package aimed at
helping local municipalities and
county governments deal with the
economic fallout from the pandemic.

According to a press release from
the county issued on March 12, 2021,
with the passage of the American
Rescue Plan by Congress, the county
will receive “$221 million in direct
assistance to Union County and its 21
municipalities through the American
Rescue Plan.” Moreover, the county
government, “is poised to receive
$129.23 million in direct assistance.
This is in addition to over $92 million
earmarked to go directly to munici-
palities within the county.”

According to the United States
Department of the Treasury, the
American Rescue Plan aims to aid the

recovery effort of local governments.
This includes county government and
municipalities through “assistance to
households, small businesses and
nonprofits, aid to impacted indus-
tries, and support for essential work-
ers,” reads the Treasury website.

The second resolution passed by
the commissioners modifies the
county budget for a total of $5,254,518
as part of an Emergency Rental Assis-
tance Round 2 Grant. This funding,
provided to the county government,
offers financial aid for households
unable to pay rent and utilities due to
the consequences of the Covid-19
pandemic, according to the U.S. Trea-
sury.

“Millions of Americans face deep
rental debt and fear evictions and the
loss of basic housing security,” reads
the Treasury website. “Grantees use
the funds to provide assistance to
eligible households through existing
or newly created rental assistance
programs.”

In other grant-related news, the
commissioners celebrated a series of
infrastructure grants for county mu-
nicipalities.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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 ©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Stay Safe.  Be Strong.

Correction
An article in the May 20 edition

erroneously gave the location of the
Memorial Day ceremony in
Mountainside on Monday, May 31,
as Borough Hall. The actual location
is the Veterans Memorial on Consti-
tution Plaza. We regret the error.

The ceremony will take place at
11:30 a.m., preceded by a band per-
formance at 11 a.m.

Kathleen Rappa Presents
Views as Comm. Candidate

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

WESTFIELD
Monday, May 17, a resident of

the 500 block of Clark Street re-
ported being a victim of fraud. The
victim stated that one or more un-
known suspects made an unautho-
rized withdrawal, in the amount of
$700, from her bank account. The
victim believes that the individual
or persons intercepted her newly-
issued ATM card, which was being
mailed to her, and used it to make
the withdrawal.

Tuesday, May 18, a business on
the 200 block of Central Avenue was
burglarized by an unknown suspect,
who kicked in the front glass door
and stole approximately $5,920
worth of Apple iPhones and iPads.
The suspect then exited the business
from the same point of entry.

Wednesday, May 19, a resident
of the 100 block of Harrison Av-
enue reported that he observed an
individual attempt to gain entry into
one of his parked motor vehicles on
the side of his residence. This inci-
dent was captured by the resident’s
Ring doorbell. There currently are
no suspects in custody as a result of
this incident.

Wednesday, May 19, a customer
at a business on the 200 block of
East North Avenue reported a sus-
picious incident and a suspicious
person who was in the same busi-
ness. The customer stated that a
male was following her through the
store into various aisles. The cus-
tomer believed the person was in-
tentionally following her through
the store and that it was not happen-
stance. The customer stated that the
suspect acted suspiciously in other
ways as well.

Wednesday, May 19, a resident
of the 1300 block of Pinegrove Av-
enue reported being the victim of
fraud. The victim stated that one or
more unknown suspects contacted
her requesting payment for an item
she was believed to have purchased.
The victim declined payment due to
the fact that she did not purchase
anything and was directed to a secu-
rity department. She was then ad-
vised that her computer had been
hacked by 17 hackers and that a
program needed to be downloaded
in order to remove them. The un-
known suspects then requested that
the victim obtain two gift cards and
later requested a third. The victim
was then directed to another store
and was asked to purchase a $500
gift card. However, this purchase
had not gone through due to the
actions of the store clerk. The total
amount of money spent on the gift
cards was approximately $500. The
gift cards were never provided to
the suspects.

Wednesday, May 19, a resident
reported illegal dumping in the area
of the 1100 block of Lamberts Mill
Road. The resident stated that she

observed two suspects dumping a
large amount of lawn clippings and
branches in a parking lot in the area.
Upon further inspection, the items
that were found to be illegally
dumped consisted of leaves, lawn
clippings, tree branches and small
tree logs.

Thursday, May 20, a resident of
the 400 block of Lenox Avenue re-
ported suspicious activity. The resi-
dent stated that he received a phone
call from an unknown number and
an unknown male. The caller told
the resident that the latter owed him
several thousands of dollars due to
an improper “rebate.” The resident
then allowed the person remote ac-
cess to his computer. Shortly after,
the resident believed fraudulent fi-
nancial transactions occurred with
his banking institutions. However,
after a thorough investigation, it
appears that no fraudulent activity
occurred. The resident suffered no
monetary loss.

Friday, May 21, a resident of the
600 block of First Street reported
being the victim of fraud. The victim
went on to state that on April 28,
2021, she received her bank state-
ment and discovered that a monthly
direct deposit had been approximately
$235.95 less than her normal pay-
ment. One or more unknown suspects
had opened up an account utilizing
her Social Security number and pro-
ceeded to set up a payment plan.

Friday, May 21, a resident of the
500 block of West Grove Street
reported being the victim of iden-
tity theft. The victim stated that on
May 17, 2021, she received a call
from a company employee stating
that an unknown suspect had ap-
plied for unemployment with her
information. She stated that she
currently is employed at this time.

Saturday, May 22, residents of the
500 block of Topping Hill Road, the
200 block of Baker Avenue and the
600 block of North Chestnut Street
reported that unknown suspects at-
tempted to enter their motor vehicles,
parked in the driveway of the resi-
dence. The suspect fled in a stolen
vehicle after entry was not made. A
search of the area was negative for the
suspects and there are no suspects.

Saturday, May 22, a resident of
the 1100 block of Prospect Street
was reviewing footage on their Nest
doorbell camera. Upon reviewing
the footage, they observed two sus-
pects exit a motor vehicle and pro-
ceed towards their driveway. The
two suspects made entry into their
parked vehicle and stole the ga-
rage-door opener, valued at $25,
from inside the vehicle. The sus-
pects returned to their vehicle and
left the area.

***
Charges are merely an accusation

and defendants are presumed
innocent until proven guilty.

SERVICE ABOVE SELF...On Saturday, members of the Rotary Club of
Westfield came together to prepare food packs for area families in need, the
Westfield Food Pantry, and the food bank serving Union County College’s three
campuses. Fighting food insecurity is a top priority for the club. To learn more,
donate or join the club, visit westfieldrotary.com.

Thomas Hannen, Jr. Offers
Views as Comm. Candidate

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford BOE

No,” remarked Mayor Brindle. “It
depends on the nature of the site.”

Moreover, the mayor said the South
Side Redevelopment Plan, in addition
to fulfilling the court-mandated need
for the town to provide affordable
housing, would potentially contribute
funding for future town projects such
as a new firehouse and turf fields.

In other business, the governing
body introduced an ordinance on first
reading amending Westfield’s land-
use ordinance — increasing the hous-
ing density at the 6.61-acre Williams
Nursery site to accommodate six ad-
ditional affordable-housing units be-
ing transferred from the Handler
Building site on North Avenue, near
the Garwood border.

According to the introduced ordi-
nance, the Handler Building site “is
unlikely to redevelop for residential
housing because the building on the
site is not conducive to conversion
from industrial use to residential use.”

Within this, residents also got a
first look at a conceptual drawing for
the proposed 162 units, with 32 set
aside for affordable housing, at the
Williams site on Springfield Avenue.

Councilman LoGrippo voted no on
introduction, with the rest of the at-
tending council and Mayor Brindle
voting yes.

The town will host a Facebook
Live session on affordable housing at
noon on Monday, June 7.

Separately, a jammed-packed night
of municipal business also saw all gov-
erning body members in attendance,
including Mayor Brindle, vote yes on
the introduction of an ordinance opting
out of recreational-cannabis dispensa-
ries and related cannabis businesses in
Westfield.

The vote came after the Cannabis
Commission, led by Councilmen Dardia
and Parmelee, recommended the town
opt out — at least for the foreseeable
future. A letter explaining the decision
can be found on page 5.

Voicing his support for the town’s
decision to opt out was resident Bill
West.

“I did want to thank the Cannabis
Commission for coming to the conclu-
sion that most of the public, I believe,
had recommended and that is opting
out of allowing cannabis stores and all
the other cannabis categories in town,”
remarked Mr. West. “I think it’s the
right choice at this time.”

spoke with Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick about the future masking
guidelines and about two proposed
bills in the New Jersey Legislature
that would end the public-health emer-
gency. According to Mr. Hulse, Mr.
Bramnick said the most recent mask
guidelines, which take effect on Fri-
day, will most likely nullify the need
for bills A5777 and S3820. Mr. Hulse
also reported that Mr. Bramnick said
some of the restrictions may be lifted
“down the line.”

A sample template for the next
school year also was released earlier
in the day, said Dr. Rubin. He addi-
tionally said more information will
be released in the coming weeks, and
that the district is hopeful it will be
able to share its plan for September
with the community prior to the end
of this school year.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be Monday, June 14.

The grants, which target “shovel-
ready projects,” according to Com-
missioner Christopher Hudak, are in
their seventh installment with over
$10,500,000 of grant money deliv-
ered by the county to its participating
municipalities. These grants require
the municipality to match the county’s
total for the proposed projects, com-
ing out to be $21,000,000 in infra-
structure projects, explained Mr.
Hudak.

Recipients include:
Westfield, granted $100,000 for

improvements to Willow Grove Road.
Cranford, granted $90,000 for 2021

resurfacing projects.
Garwood, granted $35,000 for Pub-

lic Works Municipal Garage and Com-
munity Enhancement Improvements.

Mountainside, granted $40,000 for
resurfacing of Garrett Road and
Hickory Lane.

Scotch Plains, granted $100,000
for its Roadwork Assistance Program.

Fanwood, granted $40,000 for its
Road Improvement Program.

On the state government front, a
plastic-bag ban is coming for New
Jersey businesses on May 4, 2022.

Union County has proclaimed May
2021 Bag Up NJ Month, in an effort
to promote awareness of the upcom-
ing plastic-bag ban and to encourage
the use of eco-friendly reusable bags.

“On Nov. 4, 2020, Governor Phil
Murphy and the New Jersey Legisla-
ture enacted the most progressive bag
ban law in the country,” reads the Bag
Up NJ website, bagupnj.com. “The
law prevents litter and encourages
the use of reusable bags by phasing
out single-use plastic and paper bags.”

In addition to banning plastic bags,
the new legislation will ban paper
bags in grocery stores greater than
2,500 square feet, according to Union
County Recycling Coordinator JoAnn
Gemenden, who addressed the com-
missioners and public on May 20.
“This legislation actually impacts
every resident and business in our
community,” she said.

The plastic-bag ban bill prevents
county and municipal governments
from adopting any new ordinance
governing the usage of plastic and
paper bags, polystyrene and straws,
notes Bag Up NJ. “Ordinances al-
ready in effect will be superseded
according to the various products’
phase out schedules.”

Violations will result in penalties.
After a warning for the first offense,
businesses could face up to $1,000
for a second offense, and up to $5,000
for a third, or subsequent offense,
explains Bag Up NJ.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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PILOT

By MARTA ESQUÍROZ
For The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Democratic Committee has selected
Kathleen Rappa as its candidate to
run for the township committee, set-
ting up a Primary Election contest
within the party with the current com-
missioner of engineering and public
works, Thomas Hannen, Jr.

Ms. Rappa, a corporate auditor for
six years, a real-estate professional
and a mom, decided to jump into
politics in 2016.

“I wanted to get involved because
everything at the national level felt
overwhelming, and the local level
felt like a place I could dig in, learn
and contribute in a meaningful way,”
Ms. Rappa said.

Ms. Rappa has spent the last few
years learning about the township by
becoming co-president of the New-
comers Club and treasurer of the
Cranford Public Library Board of
Trustees. Further, at the end of 2019,
Ms. Rappa joined the planning board
in order to fill a vacancy, and she
ended up becoming the environmen-
tal commission representative to the
planning board this year. She said
serving on the planning board has
educated her about “strategy” for
the “town development initiatives.”

“They are not deciding things on the
fly. We have a plan for the future of the
town,” Ms. Rappa said as she remarked
that Cranford is “in a good position
this year after a long time to be able to
set the rules for the kind of develop-
ment that we want to see in Cranford.”

Ms. Rappa believes that to satisfy
the increasing demand of people want-
ing to live in the area, “we have to be
really smart about the spaces the town-
ship owns” that are “in need of reha-
bilitation.” For her, these places

“could turn into more productive uses”
such as “housing or retail.”

“By utilizing properties that the
township already owns and meeting
our affordable-housing obligations for
every new redevelopment that comes
to town, it will put us in a really good
position going forward,” Ms. Rappa
remarked.

Asked about the impacts that over-
development can have on different
aspects of the township, especially on
the school system and traffic, Ms.
Rappa said that, “we can be strategic
in our development.”

For Ms. Rappa, the development
must be “focused on the downtown,”
with the construction of “studios and
one-bedroom apartments” that will
have “less impact on schools.” She
also advocated that such develop-
ment be “close to the train and bus
station” to have “minimum impact on
the roads.”

The Democratic candidate added
that township officials “don’t always
have to take a developer’s word,” as
she expressed the idea of bringing in
“independent experts” to “get realis-
tic numbers and realistic ideas of the
true impact in the town.

“My goal is to work towards devel-
opment that is sustainable for
Cranford, and it will have the mini-
mum impact on schools and roads,”
Ms. Rappa said.

Ms. Rappa believes that the major
skills she could bring to the township
committee if elected are the “number
orientation” and the “financial im-
pact,” which makes her seek “inde-
pendent verifications of budget line
items and impacts.” However, she
said she also would bring the per-
spective of young parents to the table
that, for her, is clearly “not represen-
tative in the township.”

“I am committed to serving
Cranford, and I have a professional
background that could bring a unique
set of skills to the township,” Ms.
Rappa pointed out.

Primary election day is Tuesday,
June 8.

By MARTA ESQUÍROZ
For The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Commissioner of
Public Works and Engineering Tho-
mas H. Hannen, Jr. announced he is
seeking reelection for the fourth time.
This time, Mr. Hannen did not get the
nomination of the Democratic Party,
which decided to support the candi-
dacy of Kathleen Rappa, setting a
Primary Election contest that, in Mr.
Hannen’s words, is “rough.”

“Not being on the line is something
that is definitely a disadvantage, but I
am working on it,” Mr. Hannen said.

Mr. Hannen, who has served three
terms, explained that public service
is something that has been in his fam-
ily “for many years” and that he
learned through “my dad’s example.”

“As I was growing up, my dad was
involved on the township committee
in Winfield, right by Cranford,” Mr.
Hannen said.

Raising his family in Cranford and
feeling “pleased” about “how the town
was, is, and hopefully will be,” Mr.
Hannen believes that overdevelop-
ment is “the biggest item” the town-
ship is facing. For him, it has the
“potential to change the character” of
a community that “always has been
known as a nice suburban town with
a walkable downtown.”

“We always had some traffic, but it
was manageable, but what happens
now is it takes 20 minutes to go from
one side of the town to another one,”
Mr. Hannen said, noting that when
“development increases, traffic in-

creases,” as well as all “the pollution
associated with cars.”

Mr. Hannen said that the best way
to manage this overdevelopment is
through redevelopment projects that
will help to “reduce the impact on the
community and municipal services,
but more importantly, the impact on
the school system.”

For example, Mr. Hannen stated
that the “major project” at 750 Wal-
nut Avenue was negotiated to get down
to 260 units, as the township estab-
lished that part of the property would
be used for a commercial warehouse.

When asked about the downtown
being named as the Best Downtown
in New Jersey for two years in a row,
Mr. Hannen pointed out that the
township’s success comes from
“keeping the rents down.

“The rents in downtown have been
manageable for businesses that want
to start operations. Entrepreneurs
know right away the specified mini-
mum that they have to make every
month to be profitable,” Mr. Hannen
said, adding that the “minimum in-
come supports those businesses” be-
cause “people are willing to shop and
eat.”

Mr. Hannen declared that the only
thing that the township can do about
it is “to make sure that there aren’t
developments that are going to be so
overwhelming that the developers
have to raise rents so high in order to
cover the costs.

“There’s a balance that you have to
strike here,” Mr. Hannen remarked.

Reflecting on the future of the town-
ship, Mr. Hannen expressed that he
has two goals for Cranford. The first
is “to maintain the community that
supports businesses” and does not let
it overdevelop itself “to the point it
loses its character.” The second goal
is to partner with the federal govern-
ment to create solutions on “flood
control.”

Thinking about his candidacy, Mr.
Hannen believes he is the best option
for all the citizens in Cranford as he
has a “proven record of leadership
and experience” during his three
terms. But primarily because he “is
willing to listen to other people’s per-
spectives to understand why they feel
the way they do.

“Nothing is off the table,” Mr.
Hannen said.

The Primary Election will take
place on Tuesday, June 8.

908-232-4407

Display  Ad Creation

Stand-Alone Inserts

Email Marketing

Website Banner Ads

Promotional Bulletins

sales@goleader.com

Rely

On Us

to be

Your

Trusted

Platform



Page 2  Thursday, May 27, 2021 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION

Welcome to Our Neighborhood

Susan Massa CRS

908-400-0778

Susan@susanmassa.com

www.NJhomeshowcase.com

188 Elm Street, Westfield NJ 07090
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550 East Broad Street   908.789.4090 
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STYLE

OneFloor

TwnIntUn

CapeCod

SplitLev

Bi-Level

Colonial

Colonial

Colonial

Contemp

CapeCod

RanchRas

Colonial

CapeCod

Colonial

HalfDupl

Colonial

Colonial

Colonial

RMS

5

8

9

7

8

10

9

8

9

12

8

7

8

10

10

7

8

13

BRS

2

3

4

3

4

5

4

4

4

4

3

3

3

4

4

3

5

6

BTH

2.0

2.1

2.0

2.0

2.1

2.0

3.0

2.1

3.1

3.1

2.0

2.0

1.1

3.1

2.1

1.1

3.2

4.1

GAR

1

1

1

2

2

1

0

1

2

2

2

1

1

2

1

1

1

2

TOWN

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Garwood

Mountainside

Mountainside

Mountainside

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

ADDRESS

22 Riverside Dr

321 North Ave E

45A Myrtle St

4 Clark St

85 Belmont Ave

18 Berkeley Pl

416 3rd Ave

1319 Birch Hill Rd

1448 Forest Ct

284 Partridge Run

447 Hunter Ave

426 Warren St

2222 Greenside Pl

609  Taylors Way

217 Livingston St

256 Orchard St

1601 Boulevard

15 Amy Dr

SALE PRICE

$315,000

$515,000

$550,000

$581,000

$612,000

$699,000

$500,000

$761,121

$1,000,000

$915,000

$390,000

$405,000

$450,000

$980,335

$525,000

$760,000

$989,000

$1,549,000

*Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield, NJ data according to the Garden

State MLS, as of 5/16/21 – 5/23/21. Featured properties may not have been listed or sold by the office/agent

presenting this data. Information deemed RELIABLE. A home is one of the most important and significant

purchases or sales you will make in your lifetime. If you are thinking about a move, now is the time to

prepare. I will provide you with a market evaluation and mortgage update, create a thorough marketing

plan and let you know my suggestions in staging. For more information on these or other real estate

matters, contact Susan Massa Broker CRS SRES ABR at 908-400-0778, susan@susanmassa.com or

susanmassa2@gmail.com.     www.NJHomeShowcase.com    www.summitwestfieldhomes.com.

Covid 19 is dramatically changing the way we are conducting Real Estate. New procedures have been

implemented in keeping all those involved safe. Every precaution is being made. Limited number of

people may view public open house with masks and gloves.

18 Homes Sold May 16 – May 23, 2021 in Cranford,

Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield

Memorial Day Observances
Set In Scotch Plains-Fanwood
SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD

— Memorial Day pays tribute to
those American military personnel
of all wars who made the ultimate
sacrifice by giving their lives in
service to their country. These fallen
heroes will be honored with special
events in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood on Memorial Day, Mon-
day, May 31.

Observances will begin with a me-
morial service at 8 a.m. at American
Legion Post 209, located at 237 Park
Avenue at Sunset Place in Scotch
Plains. At 9 a.m., a memorial cer-
emony and presentation of wreaths
will take place at the Fanwood Me-
morial Library, located at 5 Forest
Road. A memorial tribute and laying

of wreaths will be held at 10 a.m. at
the War Memorial at Park Avenue
and Front Street in downtown Scotch
Plains.

Due to Covid-19 pandemic restric-
tions, there will be no parade this
year. Nonetheless, in keeping with
the tradition of selecting a parade
grand marshal, the Memorial Day
Committee has identified several
World War II veterans from the local
communities to serve as co-grand
marshals, recognizing their dedica-
tion, commitment and sacrifice in
service to America. The committee
encourages residents to attend these
events to express their gratitude to
these individuals — members of the
“Greatest Generation.”

DWC Reviews Open Quimby,
Renewal of Beyond Main App

Jesse Winter for The Westfield Leader
AN EVENING DOWNTOWN...As the weather begins to get nicer, Open Quimby
in downtown Westfield is seeing more foot taffic from residents who are ready to
enjoy some outdoor dining.

By JESSE WINTER
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) fur-
ther enhanced the Open Quimby
Street experience after it spent
$18,426 to install outside bistro light-
ing last month, the DWC reported
during its May 19 board meeting.

The pedestrian plaza, which hosts
dedicated takeout for nearby restau-
rants, outdoor music and fitness ac-
tivities such as yoga, started last year
amidst the pandemic.

“We are using the same exact pat-
tern we used last year in terms of
traffic going from Central Avenue to
Elm Street, but closed the other way,”
said Bob Zuckerman, executive di-
rector of the DWC. “We have new
plantings, new palm trees, three new
tents, soon to be four.”

Although conceived before the
outbreak of Covid-19, the Quimby
Street plaza has proved to be an
adaptable concept, providing an out-
door environment for patrons visit-
ing downtown Westfield.

Other enhancements include im-
proved signage and bistro tables and
chairs on the Central Avenue side of
the Open Quimby Plaza.

Mr. Zuckerman also announced
that there will be further grant op-
portunities for Westfield and the
DWC from the state’s Department
of Community Affairs (DCA) Main
Street New Jersey (MSNJ) program.

The mission of MSNJ is “to en-
courage and support the revitaliza-
tion of downtowns throughout the
state,” according to the DCA website.

Mr. Zuckerman, who has been in
contact with a DCA official, said the
MSNJ will be “gathering a budget”
which it will then “siphon off to their
Main Street programs, including
Westfield’s.”

The expected amount is $500,000
of available grant funding, noted Mr.
Zuckerman.

“We’ll have to do some brain-
storming for some exciting projects
that we might want to see proposals
for,” said Mr. Zuckerman.

He expects that the DWC will have
to submit grant proposals by July.

In more DWC news, the board
discussed whether it is worthwhile
to renew online subscriptions for 17
local businesses using the Beyond
Main app.

Mr. Zuckerman proposed spend-
ing $3,000 to cover the cost of
Westfield’s 17 participating busi-
nesses throughout 2021.

The Beyond Main website is an
online marketplace featuring items
and services from local establish-
ments.

“I don’t recommend doing this for-
ever. I think at some point the stores
that are on Beyond Main have to
financially participate,” remarked

Mr. Zuckerman.
Mayor Shelley Brindle, on hand

for the virtual meeting, asked Mr.
Zuckerman if the participating
Westfield businesses were surveyed
on how much they “value” and “rely”
on the Beyond Main app. In response,
Mr. Zuckerman said businesses saw
an uptick in November, December
and January, but noticed a signifi-
cant drop-off afterwards.

The impact of the Beyond Main
app has been minimal, according to
Patricia Hanigan, chair of the DWC
board of directors and owner of
Patricia & Paul Artisans of Fine Oils
and Balsamics, located on Elm Street.

Ms. Hanigan said the Beyond Main
app accounted for $1,000 worth of
revenue during the holidays for her
store, reflecting a low percentage of
e-commerce business during the holi-
days. Moreover, Ms. Hanigan said
she saw business from the app “trail
off” afterwards, with just one pur-
chase coming through Beyond Main
in April.

Mr. Zuckerman advocated giving
Beyond Main more time, and even
floated the idea of advertising the
service on the town’s voltage charg-
ing stations, “to push Beyond Main,”
at no cost.

Mayor Brindle, who has supported
the concept of the Beyond Main app,
questioned “how much the user ex-
perience is suppressing the value of
it.”

The mayor recommended survey-
ing participating business owners
before proceeding with renewal of
subscriptions, with Mr. Zuckerman
agreeing.

Downtown Westfield will see its
first business closure of 2021 as the
owner of Golden Age Fretted Instru-
ments, located at 266 East Broad
Street, has decided to retire.

The decision was not due to a lack
of business, explained Mr.
Zuckerman. Golden Age Fretted In-
struments will officially close in the
middle of July, according to DWC
Assistant Executive Director Beth
Brenner.

BRIGHTWOOD HAPPENINGS...Jay Boyle, Executive Director of The Westfield
Foundation, joined Rob Lombard and other members of the Friends of Brightwood
Park on Saturday for a tour of the park. Mr. Lombard led the group as its
Historian. The group is working very hard to restore this site, which at one time
was actually a neighborhood.

Fanwood WWII Vets to Be
In Memorial Day Spotlight

Dante Mariani

Joe Nagy

Earl Phillips

Joe Schott

FANWOOD — It is a club with a
shrinking membership but Fanwood
is proud of its World War II veterans
and will honor them during this year’s
Memorial Day ceremony, to be held
at 9 a.m. on Monday, May 31, at the
Fanwood Memorial Library. The li-
brary is located at 5 Forest Road.

“Our town has a proud heritage of
residents who have served in the
military and, in many cases, given
their lives,” said Mayor Colleen
Mahr. “There are currently four vets
we know of who served during World
War II and still live here after serv-
ing their country and raising their
families. I love what they represent
to our town. We salute them and pay
tribute to them.”

Both Fanwood and Scotch Plains
honor local veterans on an ongoing
basis with Hometown Heroes ban-
ners that hang along local main streets
featuring each vet’s name, service
record and photo. The project is spon-
sored by St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church and American Legion Post
209, including Master Sergeant
Oshanda Erb, a Fanwood resident
who has been on active duty with the
U.S. Air Force for the past 23 years.

The four living World War II veter-
ans known to currently live in
Fanwood are:

Dante Mariani,
97, U.S. Army, Pri-
vate First Class, 67th
Signal Battalion. Mr.
Mariani served from
1942 to 1945 in
France. He and his
wife, Betty, have
been married for 67
years — the same
length of time they
have lived in
Fanwood. They have four children
and a total of 18 grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Joe Nagy, 98, U.S.
Army, 78th Infantry
Field Artillery Battal-
ion, retired as a major
after serving 20 more
years after the war.
Mr. Nagy served in
Japan and, as a 2nd
lieutenant, had the sad
duty of visiting the

city of Hiroshima after the atomic bomb
was dropped to see if it could be reha-
bilitated. During that October 1945
assignment, he found a small saki jug

in a pile of rubble which he still has
today. Mr. Nagy has been married to
Claire for 72 years. They have three
children, three grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren. Mr. Nagy has
been Fanwood’s unofficial historian
and served on the board of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Founda-
tion, as well as being involved in many
other volunteer pursuits.

Earl Phillips, 99, U.S. Navy, Petty
Officer 2nd Class. Mr. Phillips served
on the USS Thomas Jefferson. But on

D-Day, he was as-
signed to an ATR
class rescue tug, pos-
sibly the USS ATR-
2. Mr. Phillips has
been married to
Peggy for many
years. He became a
Fanwood police of-
ficer after the war and

is the last surviving founding mem-
ber of the Fanwood Rescue Squad.
He also served for many years on the
Fanwood Shade Tree Commission.

Joe Schott, 99, U.S. Navy, Radio
Technician. Mr. Schott enlisted in
October 1942 and served in
Londonderry, Northern Ireland, for a
year and a half, then shipped back to
the United States. He and his wife,
Nancy, moved to
Fanwood in 1954.
They have five chil-
dren. Mr. Schott was
active with the Boy
Scouts for years in
leadership roles and
was an active volun-
teer with many
Fanwood organiza-
tions including the
Fanwood Environmental Commis-
sion, the Fanwood Recycling Asso-
ciation and restoring the Carriage
House and three old horse-drawn
sleighs.

“I invite all of our citizens to our
ceremony on Monday, May 31, at 9
a.m., at the Fanwood Library, and to
join me in honoring these and all
military men and women who are
currently on active duty and who have
given their lives in service to our
country,” said Mayor Mahr.

***
Photos of Mr. Mariani, Mr. Nagy
and Mr. Phillips by Tom Kranz;
photo of Mr. Schott courtesy of

Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Options for Casting a Ballot
In the 2021 Primary Election

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi advises Union
County voters that Covid-19 pan-
demic restrictions are being lifted.
Many more polling places will be
open for in-person voting for the
2021 Primary Election on Tuesday,
June 8 compared to last year.

“Many voters prefer to cast their
ballot by voting machine in person,
and others prefer to vote by mail.
With the lifting of pandemic re-
strictions, in-person voters can once
again use the polling place speci-
fied on the sample ballot,” said Ms.
Rajoppi. “In addition, the secure
drop boxes that were installed last
year are still available to voters who
plan to use a Vote-by-Mail ballot.”

Last year, elections in New Jer-
sey were held primarily on a Vote-
by-Mail basis in order to help stop
the spread of the virus. Most local
polling places were closed except
for a limited number in each mu-
nicipality. Drop boxes were installed
in each municipality to provide
Vote-by-Mail users with an addi-
tional contact-free option for cast-
ing their ballot.

Voters who plan to use a Vote-by-
Mail ballot are advised that the
County Clerk has automatically
mailed ballots to those on the per-
manent list of Vote-by-Mail users in
Union County. The mailings began
on April 23 and concluded on April
29. The ballots were enclosed in
bright yellow envelopes in order to
stand out from other mail.

Voters who were expecting to re-
ceive a ballot automatically can
check the status of their ballot by
calling the County Clerk’s Elections
Division at (908) 527-4996.

Those who are not on the auto-
matic list can obtain a Vote-by-Mail
ballot by submitting an application
form.  Any eligible voter can use a
Vote-by-Mail ballot. The applica-
tion process does not require voters
to submit a reason.

Vote-by-Mail application forms in

English and Spanish are
downloadable from the County
Clerk’s elections website,
unioncountyvotes.com. Forms can
also be requested by email to
ucvote@ucnj.org, or by calling the
Elections Division at (908) 527-4996.

There are three options for re-
turning a Vote-by-Mail ballot. Vot-
ers should be aware that Election
Day deadlines are in force for the
2021 Primary Election:

Send it by U.S. Postal Service.
All ballots must be postmarked on
Election Day, June 8, at the latest.

Deposit it in a secure drop box.
There is at least one drop box in each
of the 21 municipalities in Union
County. For a list of locations visit
unioncountyvotes.com. All drop
boxes are closed and locked when the
polls close on Election Day, at 8 p.m.

Bring it in person to the County
Clerk’s main office in Elizabeth in
the County Courthouse at 2 Broad
Street, or to the annex office in
Westfield at the Colleen Frasier
Building in the County Complex at
300 North Avenue East. Both of-
fices will remain open until 8 p.m.
on Election Day.

Voters who plan on voting in per-
son on Election Day can check the
location of their assigned polling
place by looking at their sample
ballot or by visiting the County
Clerk’s elections website,
unioncountyvotes.com.

For more information about voter
registration and all other County
Clerk election services visit
unioncountyvotes.com or contact
the Elections Division at (908) 527-
4996 or ucvote@ucnj.org.

Union County to Hold
Annual PRIDE Flag Raising
COUNTY – The Board of County

Commissioners invites residents to
the annual Union County LGBTQ
Pride Flag Raising Ceremony event
on Tuesday, June 1 at 1 p.m. on the
steps of the Union County Court-
house located at 2 Broad Street in
Elizabeth. The event is free and all
residents are invited to attend.

“Raising the rainbow flag at the
County Courthouse is a widely rec-
ognized symbol of inclusion and sup-
port for the equal rights of LGBTQ
people in Union County,” said
County Commissioner Chairman
Alexander Mirabella. “We are proud
to be one of the most diverse coun-
ties in New Jersey and continue to
work to normalize acceptance.”

“The unity found through Pride
events is essential to increasing
awareness and advancing civil rights
protections for LGBTQ individuals,”
said Commissioner Vice Chair
Rebecca Williams, liaison to the
Commissioner Board’s LGBTQ+ Ad
Hoc Committee.

The flag-raising ceremony pro-
gram will include a Pride Month

Proclamation and guest speakers in-
cluding Union County youth.

This event will run in compliance
with state Covid-19 orders regard-
ing social distancing and other pro-
tocols.

The Union County Office of
LGBTQ Affairs provides a platform
for leadership and collaboration to
support equality, and serves as a cata-
lyst for advocacy, awareness and ac-
tion on current and emerging issues
that impact the lives of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer in-
dividuals.

For more information about the
Office of LGBTQ Affairs, contact
Danni Newbury, Coordinator, at
(908) 527-4742 or
dnewbury@ucnj.org or visit
ucnj.org/lgbtq.

Take Advantage of Us,

Promote Your Business

Display Ad Creation

Stand-Alone Inserts

Marketing Assistance

Website Banner Ads

Promotional Bulletins

Online-Only Supplements

Email Sponsorships

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/advertorial

goleader.com/subscriber

Get Expert Reporting

on Improtant Issues

Impacting Your Town

Photo courtesy of DeHanes Photography
RELAX, REFRESH, RECONNECT, (LIVING LIFE FULLY RECHARGED)
IS A HEALTH & WELLNESS EVENT...It inspired and recharged women from
Westfield and surrounding towns. Speakers were Meaghan Murphy, author of
Your Fully Charged Life, Jessika Vasquez from Silver Lining Health & Fitness,
Deven Burgio and Lauren Graves from Fresh Press Juice Co., Jennifer DeMaio
from Face Aesthetic Artistry, and Marie and Chris Olguin from Space in
Westfield followed with meditation and singing bowls. We want to thank all the
ladies and the local merchants that attended the event at Shackamaxon Country
Club. It started off with several merchant tables where the ladies got to walk
around and learn about their services. Guests were enthusiastic about the
afternoon. Stacey Weinman, who manages her husband’s dental practice in
Westfield, said “Health and wellness has always been an important aspect of my
life. I took the day off from work to attend this special event because I know I will
learn the latest health and wellness trends to bring back to my patients.” A
percentage went to Caring Contact. Pictured from left to right are: Co-Chair
Jessika Vasquez from Silver Lining Health & Fitness, Meaghan Murphy, author
of Your Fully Charged Life, Co-Chair Beth Hornstein from Citara Events &
Westfield Local, and Co-Chair Vasilia Vastardis from Limani Seafood & Grill.
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DAVIS AGENCY
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• Homeowner

• Auto

• Commercial

• Life

We represent multiple carriers - we can provide the coverage

you need at a price that will put a smile on your face.

Call us for a no obligation quote today.

865 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07092
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Do Your Homeowner & Auto
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MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Town Administrator Speaks
To Westfield Rotary Club

WESTFIELD — On May 4,
Westfield Township Administrator,
Jim Gildea, spoke to the Rotary
Club of Westfield by Zoom at their
regular weekly meeting. Jim grew
up in Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School in 1988. His
parents owned two stores in town:
his dad owned Celtic Imports, Ltd.
and his mom owned Juxtapose Gal-
lery. Jim earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence from the University of Ver-
mont in Small Business Manage-
ment, and a Master’s in Public Ad-
ministration from Kean University.

Westfield has a
different form of
government than
most towns in
New Jersey. The
council has nine
members. There
are four wards
which each elect
two councilmen,
plus a mayor
which is elected
by a town wide
election. No one
on the council is
c o m p e n s a t e d ,
they are all vol-
unteers.  The
council makes the
policy and the administrator imple-
ments it. He has 15 departments
which report to him, including: fire
department, police department,
town clerk, tax collector, court ad-
ministrator, library, town engineer,
and the recreation department. Jim
is especially fond of the recreation
department because that is where
he started in town government, first
as a lifeguard at the town pool, then
spending seven years in that depart-
ment full-time after college. He
started as the town administrator in
2001. Jim also has the human re-
source responsibilities for the town-
ship, which include negotiating with
the six unions or bargaining units
representing the township workers.

Jim answered a number of ques-
tions, which included paving the
roads. Westfield has 100 miles of
roads, but only has the budget to pave
about five miles per year. The old
roads lasted about 20 years, but the
newer materials which are more eco-
friendly, only last 10 to 12 years, and
need to be replaced more frequently.
However, Jim struck a deal with the
utility companies serving Westfield
that if they dug up a street, they would
pave the entire street, curb to curb,
and the entire length. This policy saves
Westfield substantial tax revenues and
allows the acceleration for the paving

implementation - to the point where
the town is now having 20 miles of
roads paved every year, instead of
five. Within a few years we should be
back up to having a high compliance
of paved roads.

Jim remembers 1994 when the
Rotary Club purchased a big screen
TV for the recreation department
teen center located at the town hall
basement. The goal was to give
teens a place to go after school,
rather than having them hanging
around on street corners. The Ro-
tary Club has a long history of

helping the town
with service
projects and pro-
viding scholar-
ships to the high
school students.
The club will be
celebrating i ts
100-year anni-
versary this year.

The Rotary
Club members
asked Jim if there
is anything we
can do to help the
town, and he said
there may be a
planting coming
up by Rutgers to

put in a rain forest at Tamaques
Park for which they may need vol-
unteers. The Rotary Club has been
actively planting trees every year
in town. They planted 20 trees at
Jefferson School with the help of
the Rotary Early Act Club students,
and 40 trees on Dudley Court. Trees
are good for the environment, the
leaves filter out heavy metal air
pollution, they remove carbon from
the air (reducing global warming),
each tree produces enough oxygen
for two people, most trees live 100
years, with oak trees living 300
years. In addition, the trees make
Westfield more attractive, increas-
ing property values.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets the first three Tuesdays of
the month at noon by Zoom. Guests
are always welcome. Rotary is a
coed service and business network-
ing club. Successful business
people who want to give some-
thing back to the community. Cur-
rent projects are to help feed the
hungry, help provide supplies and
clothing to homeless Veterans,
planting trees, scholarships and
community grants.  Website:
www.westfieldrotary.com For In-
formation please email Secretary
Dr.  D. Michael  Hart  at
drmhart@yahoo.com.

Jim Gildea
Westfield Township Administrator

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FIRE AWAY...The Garwood Fire Department begins its training this past
Sunday in the parking lot of the future Garwood Lidl supermarket.

Union County Offers
Free Recycling Event

Social Security Tells Most
Popular Baby Names in NJ

COUNTY -- The Union County
Board of Commissioners reminds
residents that free countywide recy-
cling events are coming up in June.
All residents from any municipality
in Union County can use any of these
countywide events.

Detailed information on each event
is available on the Union County
website at ucnj.org/recycle, or by
calling the Union County Recycling
Hotline at (908) 654-9889.

Residents can also use the free
Recycle Coach app for information
and updates on their local municipal
recycling programs as well as the
countywide events hosted by Union
County.

“The countywide recycling events
are among the most popular pro-
grams we offer, and we encourage
all residents to take advantage of
every opportunity to participate in
them,” said Union Commission
Chairman Alexander Mirabella.

The next Household Hazardous
Waste Program will be on Saturday,

June 5 at Union County College in
Cranford. Items for drop off include
old pesticides & herbicides, pool
chemicals, gasoline, used oil, and
more. A list of accepted items is
available at ucnj.org/recycling/
household-special-waste. Please
note that latex paints and other wa-
ter-based paints are not accepted.
These paints should be dried within
the can and disposed with regular
household garbage.

Visit ucnj.org/recycling for direc-
tions, hours of operation, and lists of
accepted items for each countywide
recycling event. Residents are re-
minded that only items specific to
each event will be accepted.

For more information on all recy-
cling programs hosted by Union
County, visit ucnj.org/recycle or call
the Union County Recycling Hotline
at (908) 654-9889.

Quick links to all Union County
environmental programs and activi-
ties are available at ucnj.org/green-
connection.

Lifelong Westfield
Seeks Members

WESTFIELD -- Lifelong Westfield
is currently seeking seniors to add to
their mailing list of events and sur-
veys. Over 4,000 seniors are lving in
Westfield according to the latest cen-
sus data. Anyone interested in joining
Lifelong Westfield can call (908) 301-
1287 or email
westfieldnjseniors@gmail.com.

Lifelong Westfield will be hosting
a walk with the mayor and police
chief on Tuesday, June 8 at 11 a.m. in
Tamaques Park. The walk will in-
clude a brief presentation on walking
safety for seniors and include a free
safety vest for all seniors and
caregivers. Participants should meet
in the parking lot near the tennis courts.
This is a great way to promote walk-
ing safety especially as the weather
warms up and summer approaches.
To participate, seniors and caregivers
are asked to RSVP by calling (908)
301-1287 or emailing
westfieldnjseniors@gmil.com. Covid
safety protocols will be followed in-
cluding social distancing and wear-
ing a mask.

Physicians Licenses Revoked for
Sexual Misconduct Towards Patients

NEWARK – Attorney General
Gurbir S. Grewal announced that three
physicians—including two doctors
who pleaded guilty to criminal sexual
contact with patients during office
visits, and a psychiatrist who alleg-
edly engaged in professional and
sexual misconduct with a patient—
are permanently barred from practic-
ing medicine in New Jersey.

Under a Final Consent Order filed,
the medical license of Dr. Carl J.
Renner, 66, has been permanently
revoked by the State Board of Medi-
cal Examiners (the “Board”). As part
of his plea to criminal sexual contact,
Dr. Renner admitted that he inten-
tionally touched six female patients
inappropriately and without legiti-
mate medical purpose or their con-
sent, during medical procedures and
examinations at his Hasbrouck
Heights practice.

Another Final Consent Order also
filed this week by the Board perma-
nently revokes the license of psychia-
trist Dr. Pritpaul Singh, 71, for his
alleged involvement in sexual activ-
ity with a female patient, violation of
the standards for prescribing con-
trolled dangerous substances (CDS),
failure to utilize the Prescription
Monitoring Program, and failure to
monitor patient compliance with treat-
ment.

And in a separate action, the Board
also found Dr. Michael Tyshkov, 67,
engaged in criminal sexual contact
with patients that warranted the per-
manent revocation of his license to
practice medicine. On December 3,
2020, Dr. Tyshkov pleaded guilty to
sexual contact and endangering the
welfare of a minor, after admitting to
touching three female patients inap-
propriately, one of whom was a mi-
nor, during medical visits at his Sum-
mit practice.

The announcement follows sweep-
ing reforms unveiled by Attorney Gen-
eral Grewal to crack down on sexual
abuse and misconduct by licensed
professionals on the twentieth anni-
versary of Sexual Assault Awareness
Month.

“Sexual abuse and misconduct is
inappropriate in any setting, but es-
pecially troubling when the perpetra-
tors are the professionals we entrust
with our health and wellbeing,” said
Attorney General Grewal. “The egre-
gious conduct in these cases war-
ranted severe consequences, and these
sanctions should serve as examples
of how we will continue to protect the
public by holding professionals in-
volved in sexual misconduct account-
able.”

Attorney General Grewal issued
Administrative Executive Directive
No. 2021-3 on April 6, calling on the
Division of Consumer Affairs (the
“Division”) to work with the 51 pro-
fessional boards and committees to
adopt new policies and improve ex-
isting processes to help prevent sexual
misconduct from occurring, promote
accountability among licensees, and
ensure that victims who report inci-
dents receive the support they de-
serve. The reforms affect approxi-
mately 700,000 New Jersey licens-
ees, including physicians, social work-
ers and home health aides.

The Directive stems from a com-
prehensive review conducted by the
Division to identify additional ways
to improve how the professional
boards and committees deal with is-
sues relating to sexual misconduct.

“Patients and clients shouldn’t have
to fear or second-guess the behavior
of a licensed professional,” said
Kaitlin A. Caruso, Acting Director of
the Division of Consumer Affairs. “I

commend the Boards for upholding
their duty to protect the public’s
wellbeing by holding accountable
those who engage in sexual miscon-
duct.”

Under the Final Consent Order, Dr.
Renner is precluded from reapplying
for his New Jersey license to practice
medicine and surgery at any future
time, and managing, overseeing, su-
pervising, or influencing the practice
of medicine or provision of healthcare
activities in the State. Dr. Renner also
agreed to divest himself from any
current and future financial interest
in, or benefit derived from, the prac-
tice of medicine in New Jersey. The
Board also assessed a civil penalty in
the amount of $30,000, of which
$10,000 is to be paid within 18
months. The remaining $20,000 will
be suspended as long as Dr. Renner
remains compliant with the terms and
conditions of the Order.

 Dr. Renner's license has been sus-
pended under an Interim Consent
Order since June 25, 2019, pending
the disposition of criminal charges
against him, and he has been prohib-
ited from entering his former medical
practice during business hours when
patients may be present.

 Under the terms of the Final Con-
sent Order, Dr. Singh is permanently
barred from seeking a medical license
or CDS registration in New Jersey,
and must notify current patients of the
cessation of his practice. The Board
also assessed Dr. Singh costs in the
amount of $10,000, and Dr. Singh
agreed to divest himself from any cur-
rent and future financial interest in, or
benefit derived from, the practice of
medicine in New Jersey.

In a Final Consent Order, filed on
April 1, 2021, Dr. Tyshkov is perma-
nently precluded from reapplying for
his license to practice medicine in
New Jersey, and must divest himself
from any current and future financial
interest in, or benefit derived from,
the practice of medicine in the State.

Dr. Tyshkov’s medical license in
New Jersey had been suspended since
April 8, 2019 under an Interim Con-
sent Order pending the outcome of
the criminal case against him.

Dr. Renner, Dr. Singh, and Dr.
Tyshkov are the latest physicians to
have their licenses revoked by the
Board of Medical Examiners for
sexual misconduct in the workplace.

Since April 1, 2020, the occupa-
tional and professional boards have
disciplined the following seventeen
licensees for sexual misconduct in a
professional setting, in addition to
these three disciplinary actions.

 Patients who believe that they have
been treated by a licensed health care
professional in an inappropriate man-
ner can file an online complaint with
the State Division of Consumer Af-
fairs by visiting its website or by
calling (973) 504-6200 to request a
complaint form. For multilingual in-
formation about filing sexual mis-
conduct complaints, you may visit
the dedicated page on the Division’s
website.

STATE -- The Social Security Ad-
ministration today announced the most
popular baby names in New Jersey for
2020.  Liam and Olivia topped the list.

The top five boys and girls names
for 2020 in New Jersey were:

Boys: 1) Liam 2) Noah 3) Lucas 4)
Joseph 5) Jacob

Girls: 1) Olivia 2) Sophia 3) Emma
4) Mia 5) Ava

The agency announced last week
that Olivia and Liam were the most
popular baby names in the U.S.  How
does New Jersey compare to the rest of
the country?  Check out Social
Security’s website —
www.socialsecurity.gov— to see the
top national baby names for 2020.

Social Security encourages every-
one to enjoy the baby names list and,
while online, create a my Social Secu-
rity account at www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount.  my Social Security is a
personalized online account that people
can use beginning in their working years
and continuing while receiving Social
Security benefits.

Social Security beneficiaries have
instant access to their benefit verifica-
tion letter, payment history, and com-
plete earnings record by establishing a
my Social Security account. Beneficia-
ries also can change their address, start
or change direct deposit information,
and request a replacement SSA-1099
online.  People receiving benefits can
request a replacement Medicare card
online.

People age 18 and older who are not
receiving benefits can also sign up for a
my Social Security account to get their
personalized online Social Security
Statement.  The online Statement pro-
vides workers with secure and conve-
nient access to their Social Security
earnings and benefit information, and
estimates of future benefits they can use
to plan for their retirement.  Residents
of most states may request a replace-
ment Social Security card online if they

meet certain requirements.
The agency began compiling the

baby name list in 1997, with names
dating back to 1880.  At the time of a
child’s birth, parents supply the name
to the agency when applying for a
child’s Social Security card, thus mak-
ing Social Security America’s source
for the most popular baby names.

In addition to each state’s top baby
names (and names for U.S. territo-
ries), Social Security’s website has a
list of the 1,000 most popular boys and
girls names for 2020.

To see the fastest rising girls and
boys names in 2020, go to
www.socialsecurity.gov/news/press/
releases/2021/#5-2021-2.
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Area Food Drive
Planned for June 11

AREA -- A food drive is planned to
benefit Rahway Food for Friends food
pantry on Friday, June 11. Donations
of all non-perishable food items, along
with adult and childrens diapers, for-
mula and socks are sought. Diabetic
friendly foods are also in need.

Multiple, convenient drop-off lo-
cations will be located in Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood, Clark and
Fanwood.

Drop points from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
will be:

Westfield -  1 Manchester Drive ,
Westfield

Mountainside
- Liquid Church
- 1180 Spruce
D r i v e ,
Mountainside

G a r w o o d /
Cranford -
Crossroads - 78
North Avenue,
Garwood

Drop points
from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. will be:

Clark -
B u b b a k o o ' s
Burrito - 301
Central Avenue,
Clark

Scotch Plains
/ Fanwood - The
Goddard School
- 324 South Av-
enue, Fanwood.

Rahway Food for Friends’ mis-
sion is to feed hungry people via
food distributions programs on a
monthly and emergency basis. To
operate a weekly soup kitchen, to
feed the hungry, homeless, and
needy families and to provide edu-
cational information on nutrition
and social services, public assis-
tance, etc. through literature and
referrals.

Monetary donations may be made
at rahwayfoodforfriends.org.
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Gratitude for
Curried Egg Salad

Despite Pandemic, We Can Still Pay
Fitting Homage to Fallen Heroes

Policy on Political
Endorsements

We publish letters to the edi-
tor in the printed newspaper on
issues of importance to our read-
ers at the discretion of the edi-
tors.

Those who would like their
political endorsements pub-
lished in the printed newspaper
can do so by using the paid ser-
vice at www.goleader.com/
advertorial.

Candidates for elected office
are invited to submit op-ed col-
umns for the printed newspaper
each week at no charge. Col-
umns should be between 250
and 500 words, and be issue
based with no personal attacks
on opponents. Columns should
be emailed to
editor@goleader.com by Mon-
day at 9 a.m. for print in
Thursday’s newspaper.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Baccate – Bearing berries
2. Nisus – An effort or endeavor
3. Lavolta – An old dance somewhat

resembling the waltz
4. Arachis – The common peanut

BRUMMAGEM
1. Anything cheap and gaudy such as

imitation jewelry
2. A medieval cannon on wheels
3. A nagging, scolding woman
4. Small number; insufficiency

VAFROUS
1. Salty; saline
2. Nomadic; roving
3. Not capable of being measured or

weighed
4. Crafty or cunning

DIAPHANOUS
1. Producing dew
2. Transparent or translucent
3. Wanting; needy
4. Discolored or blackened as if by

burning
BAWBEE

1. An old work horse
2. An Eskimo coat made of bird feath-

ers
3. Wobbling or walking in a swaying

manner
4. A half penny or small coin

Educator’s Corner: A
Memorial Day to Remember

By PATRICIA STECKLER, Ph.D.
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Concocting curried egg salad with
roasted slivered almonds, raisins,
apples, a wee bit of curry powder, and
mayo/yogurt was a favorite in my
daughters’ childhood here in
Westfield. We’d peel a pile of hard-
boiled eggs and whip up this brew
with a nod to their dad’s, my husband’s,
Indian heritage. This spring, the cur-
ried egg salad tradition found its next
generation with my delightful four-
and-a-half-year-old granddaughter,
Fiona. She’s a pro at peeling and
slicing eggs in contrast to her klutzy
grandmother.

The immersion in other cultures
and people different from me is one of
life’s greatest joys. But. as a native
suburban New Yorker, I never imag-
ined marrying a man from Mumbai,
India. Nor did I envision that I would
be blessed with such a loving, kind,
and inclusive Indian family 8,000
miles away. Multiple trips to India
over our forty-plus years of marriage
have enriched my life immeasurably.

So, it was with a heavy heart that I
learned recently that bias incidents in
New Jersey have increased by 75
percent since 2015. That includes our
local towns, as reported in The
Westfield Leader, “Bias Incidents
Target Asians in Westfield.” Why
should this be? Connecting to people
of different ethnicities is one of life’s
best gifts. Each of us has legacy sto-
ries to share, featuring food, unique
languages, humor, warmth, and poi-
gnant memories. A salad of delights.

Here’s a bit of my story. I hope that
you’ll share yours:

From the moment I arrived in India
for my first visit, my mother-in-law
embraced me like a daughter. She
regaled me with family tales, past and
present while preparing fabulous
dishes. A combination of curries and

Don’t Let Fear Rule on Marijuana

Parsi foods, reflecting the family’s
Persian origins, adorned the extended
family table. Chicken and dried apri-
cots topped with shoestring potatoes,
jardalu ma marghi, is still a favorite.
Together, we shopped for saris. Sales-
people unfurled scores of stunning
swaths of silks before us, printed in
the full-color spectrum: cobalt blues,
vibrant violets, emerald greens, some
printed in paisley patterns, others
threaded with gold.

My father-in-law toured me around
the pediatric ward he ran in the over-
crowded municipal hospital in down-
town Mumbai. At home, his gorgeous
classical piano playing filled the air,
delighting our ears and hearts. My
father-in-law would tease me—but
with a purpose—by speaking only
Gujarati, the family’s second lan-
guage, to encourage me to pick it up.

But beyond the joys of discovering
new foods, the magnificently colored
saris, the violet-hued sky and bouga-
invillea-draped houses, the symphony
of tongues, it’s the people who made
my heart sing. And still do. Family
values and devotion to friends sur-
pass the pleasures or difficulties of
daily life in an overcrowded country
of 1.4 billion people, the world’s larg-
est democracy.

Share your stories, your versions
of curried egg salad, and let’s resolve
to embrace, celebrate, and feel grate-
ful for the superlative mixture of
peoples from all over the world and
every walk of life who grace our
communities.

Share your stories @ The Westfield
Leader by writing Gratitude in the
subject line and emailing:
press@goleader.com or
pattisteckler@gmail.com

Gratefully yours,
Patti Steckler (Bhagat)

Across New Jersey, as well as Union
County, voters overwhelming voted
to legalize marijuana for adults, by a
margin of 2 to 1.  Since marijuana is
now legal, should it be sold in
Westfield?  There is apparently a vo-
cal segment of the Westfield popula-
tion against this, judging from recent
comments in the Leader and else-
where.  The argument against pot
shops seems to be that such places do
not belong in “our family friendly
town.” Commenters have noted that
other kinds of legal establishments
would probably not be welcome here,
such as gun stores, porn shops, strip
clubs, and tattoo parlors. Marijuana
dispensaries are lumped in with these
as examples of businesses that
Westfield doesn’t need.

These commenters overlook the one
category of business whose products
are most similar to marijuana in terms
of what they offer to customers: li-
quor stores. How many Westfielders
have ever downed a stiff drink after a
hard day’s work, or enjoyed a glass of
wine with dinner, or opened a couple
of beers while watching the game?
One commenter fears that the exist-
ence of marijuana dispensaries would
“send a message” that encourages
youthful marijuana use. Does adult
use of alcohol also send a message
that encourages youthful alcohol use?
Whether it does or not, no one is
proposing that liquor stores be shut
down in response.

Alcohol and marijuana are both
substances that can have mind alter-
ing effects on their users.  Both can be
abused, and both are illegal for those
under 21. Yet it’s perfectly acceptable
for Westfield to have stores that sell
hard liquor, beer, and wine. Why
should marijuana dispensaries be
treated any differently?

Having lived in Westfield for over
30 years, I’ve noticed that there is
always opposition when something
new and different is introduced.  Build-
ing a public parking garage in
Westfield for the benefit of shoppers
and commuters, similar to what exists
in Summit and Cranford, was debated
and studied for years. Finally, in 2004
a referendum on a single parking ga-
rage was held, and the proposal was
soundly defeated by residents. And
do you remember when ShopRite
wanted to build a new supermarket on
North Avenue in Westfield? Accord-
ing to the May 4, 1995 Westfield

School Children’s Needs
Require Individualized Help

Leader, the town planning board re-
jected the proposal due to “traffic and
safety concerns, as well as potential
negative impact on the quality of life
in Westfield.” So the store was built
in Garwood instead, and now
Garwood rakes in the tax revenue that
could have gone to Westfield.  Has
the quality of life in Westfield suf-
fered because of the Garwood
ShopRite? You decide.

As many are aware, WalletHub re-
cently ranked Westfield dead last, at
#1337, in its listing of “best” small
American cities in which to start a
business.  Given the number of empty
storefronts in downtown, perhaps
Westfield isn’t truly as business-
friendly as some may think.  The
Westfield Cannabis Commission
should make its recommendations to
the Town Council regarding mari-
juana dispensaries based on rational
considerations, and not irrational fears
of “reefer madness.”

Bob Pinheiro
Westfield

   All schools must recognize their
responsibility to help all children over-
come the severe losses they experi-
enced when schools have fully or
partially closed due to Covid-19. For
over a year, many schools have been
using hybrid models, combining
online classes with some days in
school. Despite teachers’ dedicated
efforts, remote education is inher-
ently less effective than being in
school, where teachers and students
directly interact. As a result, children
are having losses in their educational
and social development that grow
every day. The cumulative effects of
their losses since March of 2020, if
not addressed, could do long-lasting
damage. Overcoming these severe
losses will require a major commit-
ment involving identifying individual
needs, developing individualized edu-
cational plans, and providing help to
every child.

   While many School Superin-
tendents have publicly expressed
hope that schools will fully reopen
this fall, children’s needs will not
be adequately addressed by schools
reopening and merely resuming with
business as usual. Teachers and staff
must identify the individual losses
of every child while in-school learn-
ing was disrupted and develop indi-
vidualized educational plans for
when they return, possibly in small
classes. Certain categories of chil-
dren with the greatest needs, as
specified by local school officials,
should be helped by returning full
time to schools first during an ex-
tended school year this summer and
also continuing this fall. Some cat-
egories of students with greatest
needs are:

All students who have not had
access to the technology necessary
for online instruction. A study (see
Missing in the Margins: Estimating
the Scale of the Covid-19 Atten-
dance Crisis | Bellwether Education

This is Westfield
Encouraging

This is Westfield - May 2021 by The
Westfield Leader certainly wasn’t an
outcry for Affordable Housing —
Last I noticed, Westfield is a town
VOTING for justice and the needs of
hungry children and families.

Your coverage of Women of
Westfield, however, was encourag-
ing.

Thank you.
PS: For more than 50 years, the

former Haynes/Lord & Taylor site
has been used in service to the needs
of residents for a local department
store and should remain so.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

Partners), reported last October that
approximately three million such
children had no contact with their
schools since March of 2020.

All K-12 students classified with
learning disabilities. Each Special
Education student has a legally man-
dated Individualized Educational
Plan which, to be effective, requires
in-person daily instruction by Spe-
cial Education teachers.

Some K-12 students (as identified
by staff with input from parents)
who have signs of serious emotional
problems, including lost interest in
learning, depression, and/or thoughts
of suicide. Some of these children
will need in-school counselling.

Some K-12 students who meet
local criteria of having had signifi-
cantly lower or failing grades learn-
ing remotely.

Using existing federal funding,
schools can implement all CDC safe-
guards to minimize the possible
spread of coronavirus, including
testing, tracing, vaccinating, mask-
wearing, social distancing, and
cleaning, during partial and full re-
opening of schools.

Schools that reopen five days per
week for some students during this
summer will need federal funding
for some additional costs, includ-
ing temporarily hiring some retired
and substitute teachers to fully staff
summer classes. When schools re-
open fully for all students, educa-
tors have a responsibility to design
and implement individualized edu-
cational plans to help all children
overcome their losses. Using indi-
vidualized educational plans tai-
lored to each student’s needs and
abilities should become a regular
part of effective public education.

August Ruggiero
Scotch Plains

Former President of the SP/F
Board of Education for 5 years

On Monday, May 31, we will
observe Memorial Day, the day
each year on which we honor
the men and women of our mili-
tary who selflessly gave their
lives in service to our country.
While the ongoing pandemic
continues to overshadow the
customary parades and other
public tributes traditionally
held on this holiday, Memorial
Day is an enduring reminder of
the valor, sacrifice and legacy
of these distinguished patriots
among each generation of
Americans.

We are in the midst of another
milestone year in the annals of

our republic, our armed forces,
and all who call the United States
home. This year marks our 245th
since declaring independence
from Great Britain; the 80th an-
niversary of the attack on Pearl
Harbor that formally launched
our entry into World War II, and
20 years since the terrorist strikes
of 9/11. All are among the most
pivotal chapters in the story of
our nation. All involved the loss
of thousands of American lives
— military as well as civilian —
and indelibly impacted the world
stage to this day. All forged, bol-
stered and proved our mettle as
defenders of liberty.

From our colonial forebears
who challenged the British Em-
pire to present-day troops de-
ployed across the globe, our
fallen heroes represent the en-
tire breadth of American his-
tory. Among their ranks are the
Civil War soldiers who helped
liberate men, women and chil-
dren from bondage; the World
War I  “doughboys,” who
grappled with unprecedented
warfare tactics on European
battlefields, and the deservedly-
titled Greatest Generation that
defeated fascist tyranny in the
Second World War. We like-
wise owe a debt to all those
who served in Korea, Vietnam,
Afghanistan and the Middle
East, as well as other conflicts
in which we have been engaged
over a span of nearly two and a
half centuries.

Among the milestone anni-
versaries we are commemorat-
ing in 2021 is Memorial Day
itself. Formerly called Deco-
ration Day for the tradition of
decorating military graves,
Memorial Day was declared a
national holiday through an act
of Congress 50 years ago this
year. Although we are still pre-
vented from saluting on a grand
scale those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice, multiple Me-
morial Day ceremonies are
planned locally, adapted for
current circumstances. The
grand marshals to be honored
this year, as always in our com-
munities, represent America’s
best. We also can pay homage
this Memorial Day by visiting
sites such as Westfield’s monu-
ment to its “Boys of ’17,” along
with similar memorials in area
towns, and read the names in-
scribed for posterity in gran-
ite. We can pay our respects at
the graves of veterans as an
expression of our gratitude. Or
we can simply remember in
our thoughts and prayers those
who — in the words of Presi-
dent  Abraham Lincoln a t
Gettysburg, as he recalled sol-
diers fallen in battle — “gave
the last full measure of devo-
tion” to the precious cause of
freedom.

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Memorial Day weekend has be-
come a bit of a dichotomy. It is the
unofficial beginning of summer
with solemn roots. It started in the
1860s. Called “Decoration Day,”
it was meant to honor the fallen
soldiers of the Civil War by deco-
rating their graves with flags and
flowers.

This year parades are coming
back, modified of course, to honor
those in the armed forces that made
the ultimate sacrifice. Marching in
parades had become commonplace
my young life. As a toddler I was
pushed alongside my brother’s Cub
Scout Pack all the way through
marching with the high school
marching band. From those first
parades to the last, my parents in-
sisted we stay for the ceremony
afterwards, to make sure that the
day wasn’t just about waving flags
and family barbeques.

If being a part of a crowd isn’t
your thing (and that’s completely
understandable), here are some
ways you can honor those that lost
their lives defending our country
and get the kiddos involved too.

1. Talk about the purpose of Me-
morial Day. It can be hard to talk to
kids about dying, but it’s important
to understanding the reason for the
holiday. These men and women de-
serve to be honored. Some nonfic-
tion book series discuss various
holidays. A Rookie Reader series
by Children’s Press or the Let’s
Celebrate series by Pebble Plus
are great introductions to the holi-
day for young learners.

2. Craft poppies. Poppies became

associated with fallen soldiers af-
ter World War I and the publication
of “In Flanders Field.” These flow-
ers can be made out of any red
paper, such as tissue, crepe, or con-
struction, but you can also try us-
ing red cupcake liners. Glue a black
pom-pom, or draw a black dot in
the center and glue the flower onto
a green pipe cleaner or straw.

3. Read (more) books. Memorial
Day Surprise by Theresa Martin
Golding is out of print but read
aloud versions can be found on
YouTube. The Poppy Lady by Bar-
bara Elizabeth Walsh tells the story
of Moina Belle Michael and how
began wearing and making poppies
to honor fallen soldiers. Rolling
Thunder by Kate Messner is about
the Memorial Day weekend Rolling
Thunder® Ride for Freedom. The
Wall by Eve Bunting tells a story of
a boy and his dad visiting the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial.

4. Decorate in Red, White, and
Blue. Have kids help hang your
flag outside and chat about how the
flag should be treated. Make those
red, white, and blue desserts create
some patriotic art and enjoy the
day together.

5. Volunteer. Honor those that
have died by making care pack-
ages for soldiers currently serving
or call up a local veterans group
and ask if they are in need of any
help placing flags on the graves of
soldiers.

6. Remember. Honor those brave
servicemen and women with a mo-
ment of silence. There is a national
moment of silence at 3pm. If that
time does not work for your family,
choose a one that does.
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Denise Garrett Officially Kicks
Off Campaign for Westfield Town

Council to Represent Ward 2
Long-time resident emphasizes need for transparency and

communication, improvements to parks and sports facilities,
community safety and the prevention of overcrowding.

Surrounded by family, friends and
supporters, Denise Garrett officially
launched her campaign for Westfield
Town Council to represent Ward 2
during a fun and casual kick-off event
at her home. More than 75 attendees
gathered to hear more about Garrett’s
views on critical issues impacting
Westfield, including our sports and
recreation facilities, downtown plan-
ning and development, and commu-
nity safety.

“I am ready and eager to collabo-
rate with Westfield’s leadership to
find fair-and-balanced solutions that
will drive the change needed to en-
sure Westfield remains one of the
most coveted destinations for current
and future families,” said Garrett. “I
am confident that my more than 20
years of experience in compliance
and risk management provides me
with the business acumen required to
make thoughtful, yet timely deci-
sions.”

Also in attendance were Westfield

Mayoral Candidate, JoAnn Neylan;
New Jersey General Assembly Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-Union); Senator
Tom Kean Jr. (R- 21st Legislative
District in the NJ Senate) Michele
Matsikoudis, candidate for New Jer-
sey General Assembly’s 21st Legis-
lative District; Councilman Mark
LoGrippo (R-Ward 3) and Amanda
Como, candidate to represent Ward 1
in the Westfield Town Council.

Committed to de-politicizing local
issues and the upcoming election,
Garrett added, “The issues that mat-
ter to our community are not about
Republican versus Democrat or ‘us’
versus ‘them’. It is about what is best
for the community and our residents.”

A resident for 16 years with her
husband, Bill, Garrett explained that
her sense of hope is why she is run-
ning for town council.

“If I have the honor to serve as your
councilperson, my goal will be to
focus on doing the right thing for our
residents, our community and our chil-
dren,” said the mother of three. “I
have always admired the dedication
our residents have to our town’s suc-
cess. We are a community that re-
mains focused on preserving nature,
a community that respects and honors
traditions all while creating a ‘home’
for everyone even after they move
away.”

Garrett invited residents of Ward 2
and across Westfield to share their
concerns and insights to help shape
her views and priorities. She will be
conducting small group events over
the coming months to hear more from
residents, as well as sharing specific
ideas and proposals for how she will
drive change and impact should she
be elected.

Michael Hymans
Westfield

Paid Advertorial
Goleader.com/advertorial

Photo courtesy of the Garrett Family
WARD 2...Great night full of support
for Denise Garrett’s exciting campaign
kickoff for Ward 2 Town Council. From
left to right: Ward 2 Candidate Denise
Garrett, Mayoral Candidate JoAnn
Neylan and NJ General Assembly
Leader Jon Bramnick.

Letters to the Editor
Cannabis Commission Chairs Provide
Context for Opt-Out Recommendation

Most of us know by now that the
New Jersey Legislature passed, and
the Governor signed into law, legisla-
tion legalizing and regulating recre-
ational cannabis use and possession
for adults 21 years and older.  Among
other things, this legislation requires
municipalities to either “opt in” or
“opt out” of the law’s provisions al-
lowing none, one, or all of the six
classes of cannabis licenses to oper-
ate within a town’s borders.  These six
classes include not just the operation
of retail establishments within a town,
but also cultivators, manufacturers,
wholesale distributors and delivery
services.  Towns that “opt in” are
committed to that decision for the
next five years, while those that “opt
out” may reconsider their decision at
any time.

More than two-thirds of Westfield
residents voted in favor of approving
the 2020 New Jersey ballot initiative
legalizing recreational cannabis use.
So, to address this issue in a holistic
and thoughtful manner, Mayor
Brindle assembled a Cannabis Com-
mission, which we led in our roles as
Chairs of the Code Review & Town
Property, and Public Safety, Trans-
portation and Parking Committees,
respectively, to make recommenda-
tions to the Town Council about how
to move forward.

The Commission met for several
hours on four occasions to, among
other things, gather facts, review the
law, and discuss the various issues
faced by the Town as a result of legal-
ization.  One of the Commission’s
meetings included a forum at which
the public provided their opinions on
the issue.  In addition, the Town set up
an email address
(cannabiscomments@westfieldnj.gov)
to which residents could email their
thoughts and their position on whether
the Town should allow cannabis sales
and other cannabis activities in Town.
Many residents took advantage of
this opportunity, leaving insightful
and constructive comments that cov-
ered a wide range of opinions on the
issue.  The Commission’s last meet-
ing was held on Thursday, May 20th.
At that meeting, the comments made
by members of the public, as well as
the many emailed public comments,
were discussed at length by Commis-
sion members.

The comments from the residents
of Westfield ranged from fully sup-
portive to totally against.  And with-
out going into the detail of those
comments, those in favor generally
believed that we should benefit not
only from the local tax revenue that
can be generated from legal cannabis
sales, but also from the foot traffic
that such a retail location would gen-
erate.  Those opposed generally be-
lieved that allowing local cannabis
dispensaries would negatively impact
the family-friendly nature of the Town.
And in the Commission’s view, each
position has varying degrees of merit.

The Commission was tasked with
making a recommendation to the
Town Council in what amounted to a
relatively short and compressed pe-
riod of time.  This is because under
the new state law, municipalities
choosing to “opt out” are required to
take affirmative legislative action by
August 21, 2021.  Any municipality
that fails to take action by that date is
considered, by default, to have opted
in.  Municipal decisions to opt out

SP Council Calls for Repeal
Of Cap on SALT Deductions

must be memorialized in the form of
a town ordinance, and all ordinances
in New Jersey can only be adopted in
a two-step process at two separate
meetings – introduction at one Coun-
cil meeting and adoption after a pub-
lic hearing at a second Council meet-
ing.  And, because the “opt in/opt
out” decision is a zoning law change,
such ordinances must be reviewed by
the Planning Board before being for-
mally adopted by the Mayor and
Council.  Put simply, Westfield needed
to begin acting now to comfortably
meet the August 21 deadline.

In addition to the rushed timeframe,
the Commission also had to make a
recommendation with incomplete in-
formation.  Under the new law, the
Governor and Legislature directed the
creation of a Cannabis Regulatory
Commission, a body that is tasked
with enacting rules and regulations
regarding the specifics of how legal-
ized and medical cannabis will oper-
ate within the State.  The CRC is only
beginning to develop regulations on
zoning, licensing, local approval,
health and safety, and to discuss other
local municipal considerations.  So, in
other words, the law requires Westfield
and other towns to make the initial opt
in/opt out decision without yet fully
knowing the rules of the road.

As a result, the Commission has
recommended to the Town Council
that Westfield “opt out” of the new
cannabis law. Our recommendation
is based primarily on the concern
that, given the rushed manner in which
towns must make the initial, impor-
tant opt in/opt out decision, and con-
sidering that the rules have literally
not been written yet, the appropriate
step to take at this time is to adopt an
ordinance “opting out” of allowing
sales and other commercial cannabis
activities in Westfield for the time
being.  Even though we are recom-
mending an “opt out” now, Westfield
can always decide to “opt in” at any
time given the benefit of more infor-
mation, an understanding of the ap-
plicable rules and regulations, and
once we have satisfied ourselves that
it is the right thing to do for our town.
This recommendation should not be
interpreted as the Commission be-
ing opposed for all time to allowing
the sale and other commercial can-
nabis activities in Westfield; but in
our view, while Westfield is a leader
in many things, this is one area in
which it would be smarter not to be
a leader, given the significant un-
knowns.

We would be remiss if we didn’t
express our immense gratitude at
the thoughtful and incisive com-
ments submitted to the Commission
by so many members of the public.
And as well, we are extremely thank-
ful for the contributions of all of the
members of the Commission, who
have volunteered considerable
amount of time and energy to evalu-
ate the pros and cons of the issues
involved here, to consider all of the
known facts, and to listen with an
open mind to all of the public com-
ments.

Thank you.

Councilmen Mark Parmelee
and Mike Dardia

Chairs,  Westfield
Cannabis Commission

By SIENA JABON
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

These days, it’s easy to obsess over
a photo and want to edit it until you are
satisfied with every last detail—such
as the lighting, colors or a photo’s
position; especially now that we all
carry phones which allow us to have a
camera on us at all times. Yet, it can be
better for all of us to revert back to a
different, slightly older way of taking
photos. There are some key differ-
ences with taking an old-school photo
that can make a person  nostalgic while
also improving a person’s  mindset in
terms of  photography.

For starters, a digital camera will
have the images stored in a memory
card inside the camera. You can in-
stantly see your photo, and reuse that
same memory card more than once.
With a film camera, the images are
retained in the film. You cannot see the
photos right off the bat; they have to be
developed, and you cannot reuse a roll
of film more than once. Many people
will see digital photography as the
obvious and easiest choice, but there is
something very special about film pho-
tography and the process and skill that
comes with it.

As simple as it is to take a picture
with a phone, it’s just as easy to get
caught up continuously retaking the
same photo in the hopes that you will
get the perfect one. This kills the joy
you may have had at first, as the task
of sorting through the phone memory
becomes a chore that can quickly take
away from the uniqueness of a photo-
graph, and let’s be honest, you can
waste a lot of time in this process.
With film photography, things could
not be more different.

The roll of film that you choose can
determine the tones of the photo and
how the colors show up in the shot
when the photo is developed. There is
no need to throw on a ton of filters to
make the colors fit your aesthetic,
because that usually comes with the
type of film you buy. In fact, a lot of
photographers who shoot digitally end
up editing their photos to make it look
like film.

Film photographers have a very
limited number of exposures acces-
sible to them on an individual roll of
film. This allows them to visualize
the image they want to capture, and
think about it more deliberately be-
fore taking the shot. While it can be
pretty costly to cover the price of film
and can take time getting the film
developed, it allows you to think about
what you are shooting more carefully.
There’s no room to take multiple e
pictures, or potentially waste film.
You’re not obsessing over a single
picture, because you can’t see the
photo right after you snap the shot.

Once you have finished shooting
your film roll, you then have to get it
developed. The film is taken to a lab
where it is then processed and deliv-

ered back to you, but this doesn’t all
happen right away. It’s a bit of a
waiting process that may seem long.
Nevertheless, that teaches patience.
It is quite different from the rapidity
of taking out your mobile phone and
instantaneously snapping multiple
shots. Most people end up with clut-
ter on their phones or cameras.

The process is exciting, perhaps
like waiting for a fun holiday. Alas,
your photos have finished getting
developed and are ready to view.
Receiving the photos that you pa-
tiently waited for is like getting a little
present every time you get your film
back.

Of course, this type of photogra-
phy takes some practice, like many
other things, but the final product of
your beautifully colored and well
thought out photos is totally worth it.
You learn patience, you learn to ap-
preciate beauty and find the right shot
and you have become a better pho-
tographer.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 18th day of May
2021, and that said Ordinances will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held
virtually and by remote means, on the 15th
day of June 2021 at 6:00 p.m., at which
time and place a public hearing will be held
prior to final passage of said Ordinances
and all interested persons will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.  Copies of said Ordinances can be
obtained from the Township Clerk’s Office
at any time prior to final adoption at no cost
to any member of the general public who
requests same.

ORDINANCE 2021-10

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VIII (BUILDING
AND HOUSING) OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS TO UP-
DATE §8-1.3 (FEES).

ORDINANCE 2021-11

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
THE SALE OF CERTAIN REAL
PROPERTY LOCATED AT
1115 HETFIELD AVE (BLOCK
8405, LOT 15) TO APRIL AND
ALLEN BICKOFF, CONTIGU-
OUS PROPERTY OWNERS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 05/27/21, The Times Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 18th  of May
2021.

ORDINANCE 2021-9

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBIT-
ING ALL CLASSES OF CAN-
NABIS LICENSED BUSI-
NESSES IN RESIDENTIAL
AND DOWNTOWN ZONES (
R-1, R-2, R-2A, R-2B, R-2C, R-
2D, R-3, R-3A, B-1, B-1A, B-2,
P, C, ML-1, ML-2, ML-3, R-3B
AND SC-1); PERMITTING THE
OPERATION OF CANNABIS
LICENSED BUSINESSES
CLASSES 1-6 AND CON-
SUMPTION AREAS ONLY IN
THE B-3 ( HIGHWAY BUSI-
NESS ) ZONE; AND PERMIT-
TING LICENSED CANNABIS
BUSINESS CLASSES 1, 2, 3,
4 AND 6 ONLY IN THE M-1
AND M-2 ZONES WITHIN THE
GEOGRAPHICAL BOUND-
ARIES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS BY
AMENDING CHAPTER 23 OF
THE REVISED GENERAL OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ENTITLED “ZONING” AND
BY CREATING A NEW CHAP-
TER ENTITLED “ESTABLISH-
MENT OF CANNABIS TRANS-
FER AND USER TAX”.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 05/27/21, The Times Fee: $37.23

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town-
ship Council unanimously adopted a
resolution on May 18 calling for fed-
eral lawmakers to immediately re-
peal a $10,000 federal cap on deduc-
tions for “SALT,” an acronym for
state and local taxes.

In 2017, the federal government
modified its tax code, no longer al-
lowing property taxpayers to have
full deductibility of their property
taxes as part of federal tax filings.
This decision hit towns like Scotch
Plains particularly hard, as many prop-
erty owners pay more than $10,000
each year.

“In all forms, the government’s
decision created an unfair burden on
the people of Scotch Plains,” said
Councilman Matt Adams, who pushed
for the resolution. “But we’re not
asking for special favors as the SALT
deduction does not unfairly benefit
taxpayers in New Jersey or other high-
tax states. To the contrary, low tax
states are generally more dependent
on the federal government, receiving
more in federal funding than they pay
to Washington.”

Councilman Adams noted the full
deduction of state and local taxes has
been part of the federal tax code for
more than 100 years. In fact, in 1913,
the first federal income tax form al-
lowed taxpayers to deduct state and
local taxes - one of only six deduc-
tions allowed at the time.

“By capping the deductibility of
state and local taxes at $10,000 in
2017, the federal government is forc-
ing double taxation on many resi-

dents in Scotch Plains,” Mayor Josh
Losardo said. “In fact, this unfair cap
is an attack on all communities, creat-
ing more burden. We all rely on tax
payments to support public services,
such as K-12 schools, law enforce-
ment and public safety, transporta-
tion and infrastructure, and vital com-
munity and public health services.”

The Township Council is voicing
its support for legislation sponsored
by Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-9th Dist.),
H.R. 946, which has been called the
“Stop the Attack on Local Taxpayers
(SALT) Act.” The bill would elimi-
nate the $10,000 cap on property tax
deduction and retroactively removes
the cap, a benefit to all Americans, at
all income levels.

Councilman Adams noted this de-
duction is especially critical for
middle-income homeowners, as 50
percent of the deductions claimed by
taxpayers earning $50,000 to
$100,000 are for property taxes.

He also noted that many
homeowners of relatively modest
means have been hurt by the cap
because it has reduced the market
value of their homes. Before the SALT
cap, being able to deduct property
taxes made homes more affordable
and helped boost values above where
they would have otherwise been.
When the deduction vanished, the
opposite happened.

Copies of the resolution have
been sent to President Joe Biden as
well as all members of New Jersey’s
Congressional delegation, urging
action.

Union County SHero 2021
Award Winners Announced
COUNTY – The Union County

Board of Commissioners is pleased to
recognize 55 women with the 2021
Union County SHero Award. The award
is administered by the Union County
Office on Women, and was created to
help raise awareness about the contri-
butions of women in Union County
during the COVID-19 crisis.

“This award recognizes women who
have demonstrated exceptional leader-
ship and commitment to their commu-
nity during a history-making crisis,”
said Commissioner Chairman
Alexander Mirabella.

The 55 women recognized by the
2021 SHero Awards were selected based
on nominations submitted to the Office
on Women.

The following residents have been
recognized with a 2021 SHero Award:
Donna Aflalo, Berkeley Heights; Marie
Avagliano, Summit; Kim Baglieri,
Clark; Kisha Belton Chubb, Plainfield;
Pam Bonifacio, Elizabeth; Dr. Pamela
Brug, Westfield; Jessica Cohen, Eliza-
beth; Sally Corvinus, Clark; Jennifer
Costa, Elizabeth; Elaine Coupe, Scotch
Plains; Katie Darcy, Summit; Susan
DeLuise, New Providence; Bonnie
Diaz, CDS, Clark; Nancy DiLiegro,
Elizabeth; Zenaida Downey, Linden;
Vikki Drake, Cranford; NJ Sews In
Unity, Face-Mask Making Group, Lin-

den; Michele Ford, Roselle; Krishna
Garlic, Elizabeth; Gloria (Anny) Garris,
Rahway; Yelena Horré, Linden; Kristin
Imbimbo, Clark; Linda Karlovitch,
Kenilworth; Eileen Kelly, Roselle Park;
Kristen Koehler, EdD, Rahway; Lori
Kowalski, Clark; Antonietta LaVecchia,
Summit; Barbara Maher, Rahway; Mary
McTigue, Elizabeth; Deana Mesaros,
Linden; Phyllis Mirabella, Fanwood
Borough; Diane Moore-Pender,
Plainfield; Rebecca Morales Tantillo,
Cranford; Kathleen Ollen, Cranford;
Danie Orelien Armstead, Linden; Pam
Palmieri, Fanwood; Amanda Parrish
Block, Summit; Amy Radick,
Mountainside; Carmela Resnick,
Scotch Plains; Jaheedah Roane, M.D.,
Rahway; Adrienne Robertiello, Scotch
Plains; Nilda Rosario, Linden; Carmen
Salavarietta, Plainfield; Michelle
Salermo, Elizabeth; Mansi Sanghvi,
Linden; Cindy Torres, Elizabeth; Gayle
Turner, Kenilworth; Lauren Twombly,
Mountainside; Juanita Vargas, Eliza-
beth; Debra Varnerin, Berkeley Heights;
Coral Venturino, Westfield; Dahlia
Vertreese, Hillside; Lawanna Wade,
Hillside; Amy Wagner, Berkeley
Heights and Christina Wilson, Rahway.

All SHero awardees will receive a
certificate and will be featured on the
Union County Office on Women’s
webpage at https://ucnj.org/shero-award/
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Knights List Dates
For June Events

AREA — Knights of Columbus
No. 3240 has announced three up-
coming events at the Church of the
Assumption, located at 113 Chiego
Place, Roselle Park.

A pancake breakfast will take place
on Sunday, June 6, after the 8 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. masses. Attendees can pay
at the door. For details, call John Ruiz
at (908) 693-3702.

A one-day Feast of St. Anthony
celebration will be held the following
Sunday, June 13. A parking lot pro-
cession will follow the noon mass.
Some Feast-style, takeout food will
be available for purchase. For details,
call Greg Delano at (908) 377-9939.

A blood drive is set for Tuesday,
June 22, from 2 to 8 p.m., in the lower
Chiego building. For details, call Greg
Demeter at (917) 664-8563.
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– Obituaries – Robert ‘Bob’ Zatorski, Family Man;
Was Asst. Prosecutor, Law Firm Member

Robert  “Bob” Zatorski  of
Fanwood, N.J., passed away peace-
fully on Wednesday, May 19, 2021.

Surviving are his beloved wife
of almost 47 years, Diane Moss
Zatorski; his loving children,
Allison (Matthew Levitt) and
Michael (Fallon), and his adoring
grandchildren, Avery, Jack, Max,
Sophie and Aiden. Bob was the
cherished brother-in-law of Carol
and James Smith.

Bob was born on November 15,
1947. He was the only child of
Victoria and Anthony Zatorski of
Roselle, N.J. After attending Roselle
Catholic High School, Bob gradu-
ated with honors from Rutgers Uni-
versity and received his J.D. from
Rutgers Law School in 1972. An
accomplished legal career followed,
first at the Hudson County
Prosecutor’s Office as an Assistant
Prosecutor and then as Chief Trial
Attorney. It was at the Prosecutor’s
Office that he met Diane, who
worked next door to his office. In
1982, Bob joined Cohn Lifland
Pearlman Herrmann & Knopf LLP
in Saddle Brook, N.J., as an associ-
ate. Bob was elected a member of
the firm in 1986 and continued there
until his retirement in 2013.

After retiring from the practice
of law, Bob pursued his other pas-
sions. He was a lifelong collector

of stamps and brought the joy he
found in this hobby to others
through his company The Excel-
sior Collection. Bob enjoyed trav-
eling to stamp shows across the
country with his trusted friend,
Allan Smith. Bob was a voracious
reader (Tom Clancy and Stephen
King were among his favorite au-
thors) and he also loved gardening
and feeding the birds in his back-
yard with his granddaughter
Sophie. A loyal husband and fa-
ther, he was also a dedicated fan of
the University of Michigan Wol-
verines. He treasured watching all
his grandchildren grow and was
known for his signature sunhat at
Avery, Jack and Max’s sports games
and swim meets. Bob’s one-year-
old grandson, Aiden Robert, is
named after him. Most of all, Bob
cherished spending time with the
love of his life, Diane. A 40th anni-
versary trip to Hawaii with her was
one of his most special memories.

Services are private and a cel-
ebration of Bob’s life will be held at
a later date. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in Bob’s memory
to the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey (https://cfbnj.org) or the
Mandy Reichman Feeding Program
through Temple Emanu-El (https://
tewnj.org/social-action/).
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Flintlocks Help to Repair
Scout Camps For Summer

AREA — The Flintlocks have
sprung into action this Spring to
help the Patriots’ Path Council, Boy
Scouts of America, repair the Scout
camps in preparation for the sum-
mer campers. The Patriots’ Path
Council includes the Watchung
Mountain District, which serves the
communities of Berkeley Heights,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Westfield.

The Scout camps had sustained
substantial storm damage over the
winter, including to the roofs of
latrines, the roof of the Winnebago
cabin, and many tent platforms.
One team of Flintlocks has been
repairing the damaged tent plat-
forms. There are 17 campsites at
Camp Winnebago with 225 tent
platforms. The storms last winter
brought down branches which dam-
aged the structures. The Flintlocks
need to remove the damaged boards
and replace them with new boards.
They recently repaired 80 plat-
forms over a four-week period.

Another team repaired the roof of
the latrine in the Chippewa Camp-
site. A large tree fell on the roof and
punctured it, leaving a huge hole.
There also are other latrines which
need to be repaired.

A third team of volunteers re-
moved the rafters and roof of the
Winnebago cabin, built new rafters
and replaced the metal roof. A huge

tree fell on the cabin and damaged
the roof so badly that half of the
roof needed to be removed and re-
placed. The Flintlocks just finished
this work on May 13.

The Scout camps sell the fallen
trees to a lumber mill, which re-
moves them. This small income
helps the camp pay for the wood
needed for repairs.

The Flintlocks are a group of
retired Scouters who come up to
the camps every week, all year
round, to help the Patriots’ Path
Council. They perform most of the
repairs and maintenance for the
four Council camps, but also build
new structures, such as cabins,
waterfront structures, picnic tables
and tent platforms. In 2018, they
secured funding and built the
STEM Lab at Allamuchy. Second,
they make the craft kits for bird-
houses and other activities, which
are sold through the Scout Shops.
Third, many Flintlocks volunteer
to help run the many Council pro-
grams, such as Camporees and the
University of Scouting. More than
half of the Flintlocks have received
a Silver Beaver Award, the highest
award a volunteer may receive from
a Council.

The Facebook page is “Flint-
locks.” For more information, con-
tact Secretary Dr. Michael Hart at
drmhart@yahoo.com.

Helen Christensen Britton
1925-2021

Helen Britton

Helen Christensen Britton of
Westfield, New Jersey, and Juno
Beach, Florida, passed away peace-
fully at her home in Florida on
Tuesday, April 20, 2021, just four
months after her loving husband of
73 years, Robert Hill
Britton.

“Chris” was born on
July 30, 1925 in New
York, New York, the only
child of Bernt Ingemann
and Kirsten Andersen
Christensen. She moved
to Plainfield, New Jersey,
in 1930, and graduated
from Plainfield High
School in 1943. Chris
earned her Bachelor of
Arts degree in Econom-
ics, class of 1946, from
Vassar College. Chris enjoyed a
short and dedicated career. In 1947,
upon the end of World War II, Chris
married Robert, her dear friend
Barbara’s older brother. When her
husband Robert was called to rejoin
the Army during the Korean War,
Chris gave up her professional pur-
suits to travel with him to various
Army bases around the country. In
1950, Chris and Bob moved to
Mountainside, New Jersey. She then
devoted her life to raising their chil-
dren and serving the communities
in which they lived. Summers were
spent at their home in Wolfeboro,
New Hampshire.

Chris was involved in numerous

civic and recreational groups as well
as being a founding member of the
Community Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside, and a longtime mem-
ber of Echo Lake Country Club and
Tequesta Golf Club. Chris was a

talented golfer, achieving
two holes in one, accom-
plished pianist, gourmet
cook, knitter,  bridge
player and world traveler.

She was a loving and sup-
portive mother to her two
children and four grand-
children.

She is survived by her
devoted children and
grandchildren, son Bruce
Christensen Britton (An-
drea); daughter Pamela
Britton Kolb (David), and

her three grandchildren, Adla (Ryan)
Britton, Owen Britton and Kirsten
(Ryan) Kolb; sister-in-law, Louise
Basbas, and numerous nieces, neph-
ews and relatives in the United States
and Denmark. In addition to her hus-
band, Bob, she was predeceased by
her beloved grandson, Erik Kolb.

A Memorial Service celebrating the
lives of both Robert and Helen Britton
will be held for family in June.

The family kindly requests that
expressions of sympathy be memo-
rial donations to the Erik Britton Kolb
’02 Memorial Scholarship, Lafayette
College, 307 Markel Hall, Easton,
Pa. 18042-1770.

May 27, 2021

Coles School Celebrates Staff
With Week-Long Activities

SCOTCH PLAINS — J.A. Coles
Elementary School in Scotch Plains
celebrated Staff Appreciation Week,
held April 26 to 30, with an array of
festive activities reflecting the theme
“You Lift Us UP.”

The week started off with handwrit-
ten notes for teachers and staff from
students. These notes went in balloon
bouquets that were made by CZ Bal-
loons, a business owned by a Coles
mom. On Tuesday, the staff was treated
to breakfast donated by Coles families
and bagels from Fanwood Bagels.

Wednesday featured the popular
Granola Bar with handmade granola
from the Berdan family. On Thursday,
Hershey’s Deli catered lunch for the
staff along complemented by more
family lunch donations. The Friday
highlight was a popcorn and candy bar
— a fun treat for all the staff. Each staff
member also was given a bag of good-
ies put together by Coles families.

YUMMY...This popcorn and candy
snack bar was among the array of ac-
tivities recently held at J.A. Coles El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains for
Staff Appreciation Week.

NEW LEAGUE LEADERS...The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League re-
cently inducted its new officers for a two-year term. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Sharon Shirago, corresponding secretary; Arlene Knox, president, and Betty
Seery, vice-president. The League sells new and gently-used merchandise at its
thrift shop, with proceeds benefiting community needs and scholarships.

PREPPING FOR SUMMER...A team of Flintlocks repairs tent platforms in
preparation for the arrival of Scout campers in the summer. Additionally, the
Flintlocks recently replaced the rafters and roof of a cabin and repaired multiple
latrines. Winter storms had caused significant damage to the structures. The
Flintlocks assist the Patriots’ Path Council throughout the year by performing
maintenance and repairs, as well as helping with Scout activities.

Robert Wendel to Discuss
Revolutionary-Era Homes

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Robert
Wendel will discuss “Westfield’s Revo-
lutionary War Era Homes.” Once hold-
ing a gold mine of Revolutionary-era
homes, Westfield has
seen the destruction of
more than 25 such homes
in the past 30 years.

This will be an inter-
active virtual event tak-
ing place June 2 at noon.
Guests will enjoy their
own lunch, in place,
while watching Mr.
Wendel’s live presenta-
tion. Instructions and the
link to the event will be
sent to all paid registered
guests. For anyone who
may not be familiar with
Zoom meetings, the Historical Soci-
ety can set up a tutorial session on
how to participate in a Zoom presen-
tation with the Society. Those inter-
ested in the tutorial are asked to call
or email the Historical Society.

Westfield dates from 1720, offi-
cially, but had some homesteads as
early as the late 1680s. These origi-
nal homes of Dutch and English
origin housed many of the Patriot
farmers who fought for freedom
from Britannic rule. Skirmishes of-
ten took place outside homesteads.
Although there were no major
battles in current-day Westfield,
there were several significant
battles throughout what was once
the greater  West  Fields of
Elizabethtown.

Mr. Wendel served for more than 25
years in the insurance industry in a
variety of positions. Since leaving the
corporate world, he has been working
with his wife, Lisa, in their financial

consulting firm but also makes signifi-
cant time for his love of history.

Since moving to Westfield in 1991,
he has served as curator for the
Westfield Historical Society Archives;
was vice president of membership and

community relations on
the Historical Society
Board, and currently
serves as archivist at the
Society along with the
Miller-Cory Board of
Governors. He is the
former Town of Westfield
historian and served for
several years on
Westfield’s Historic Pres-
ervation Commission.

Additionally, he
served as co-chair of the
Westfield 300 celebra-
tions for Westfield until

Covid-19 truncated many of the pro-
posed plans. Mr. Wendel also is a
member of the Washington/
Rochambeau Historic Trail Associa-
tion and the Genealogical Society of
the West Fields.

Those wishing to join the virtual
luncheon may make a reservation by
email to
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com,
or by calling (908) 654-1794, before
Monday, May 31. The presentation
fee is $10 for Westfield Historical
Society members and $15 for non-
members. The fee should be paid in
advance (check payable to Westfield
Historical Society) by mailing it to
Westfield Historical Society, P.O.
Box 613, Westfield, N.J. 07091; by
Venmo to @Westfield-
HistoricalSociety, or online at
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/regis-
tration. Payments should be received
by May 31 to assure receipt of the
emailed link to the event.

F-SP Service League Inducts
New Officers, Expands Hrs.
FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS

— The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League inducted new officers on
May 17. A local, all-volunteer orga-
nization, the Service League runs the
non-profit thrift shop at 1741 East
Second Street, Scotch Plains. Assum-
ing new duties for a two-year term are

Arlene Knox, president; Betty Seery,
vice-president, and Sharon Shirago,
corresponding secretary.

The thrift shop is a staple in down-
town Scotch Plains, serving the com-
munity since 1974 by offering for
sale new and gently-used items, in
good condition, that are donated to
the shop. Despite closing for sev-
eral months due to the Covid-19
pandemic, the shop has been open
on a limited basis since September
2020. As of Tuesday, June 1, store
hours will be expanded to the fol-
lowing schedule: Tuesday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Covid guidelines will continue to
be followed, with face masks and
hand sanitizing required of all pa-
trons entering the store. Children
also are welcomed back provided
they are accompanied by an adult.

The shop offers a wide selection of
constantly-updated clothing, shoes,
handbags, bric-a-brac, linens, house-
hold goods and décor, toys, games,
books, CDs and DVDs. Weekly half-
price sales on specific areas of mer-
chandise also are conducted. All pro-
ceeds outside of operating expenses
are donated to local community
groups and/or used for student schol-
arships. For more information, visit
the shop or call (908) 322-5420 dur-
ing business hours.

ULTIMATE VICTORY...The Westfield Ultimate teams traveled to Mercer County on May 15 for Ultimate Frisbee
competitions against teams from the tri-state area. Westfield A triumphed in both games, beating Strath Haven High School,
13 to 3, in the first game, and then Holy Ghost High School, 11 to 9, in a tough competition. The team combined the event with
a food drive for the Community FoodBank of New Jersey. Pictured are Westfield A Team members celebrating their win.

Trustees to Meet;
Library to Be Site

For Primary Voting
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Public Library, located at 411 Third
Avenue, has announced two events
that will take place in early June.

A meeting of the library board of
trustees will be held on Wednesday,
June 2, at 7:30 p.m., in the library. This
meeting is open to the public. Masks
and social distancing are required.

On Tuesday, June 8, the library will
serve as a polling location for the
Primary Election and will be open
throughout the day.

The library is open Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to
7 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Ten people are permitted inside at a
time for one hour; no appointments are
necessary. One-hour computer use is
permitted. Staff is available to copy
and fax for the public. Curbside ser-
vice also is available. For more infor-
mation, visit  youseemore.com/
garwood.

Robert Wendel

Book Sales to Return to
Cranford Library in June

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library has an-
nounced that its used book sales in
the “Friendly Book Cellar” are re-
turning. There will be two separate
sales in June, including a children’s
book sale and an all-books sale.

Online registration is necessary.
To register, go to cranfordlibrary.org
and click on Friends of the Library.
Attendance is limited to 45-minute
sessions, with each session begin-
ning on the hour. All attendees will
be required to wear a face mask.

The children’s book sale will only
be open to Cranford Public Library
card holders and attendees will not
be able to purchase books from other
sections of the Cellar. The two-day

sale will take place on Friday, June
4, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Satur-
day, June 5, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The all-books sale will be open to
the general public and will be held
over three days. This sale will take
place on Thursday, June 10, from 11
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday, June 11, from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday, June
12, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All sales
will benefit the library, located at
224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

The Friends look forward to a relax-
ation of restrictions in the near future.
In the meantime, the group hopes that
the June sales will help to satisfy the
need that many people have expressed
to once again be able to purchase
books and DVDs at a discount.

Library to Host Talk
On Breast Cancer

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host a Zoom
presentation on Thursday, June 3,
from noon to 1 p.m., entitled “Breast
Cancer — Causes and Prevention.”

Beiqing Pan, MD, a medical on-
cologist with Astera Cancer Care,
and Laura Bond, MD, a radiation
oncologist with Steeplechase Can-
cer Center, will present the talk.
They will discuss symptoms, screen-
ing, diagnosis and treatment op-
tions. This program is part of a
continuing series.

Participants are welcome to submit
general questions for the doctors in
the registration form. Registration is
required to receive the Zoom link to
this program. The registration form,
and information about the library’s
entire month of programming, can be
found at scotlib.org.
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Fanwood Library Friends to
Celebrate 35 Yrs. With Party

FANWOOD — After 35 years of
sustaining, serving and supporting
the library, the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library will
throw a big, family, fun-in-the-sun
party on Sunday, June 6, from 2 to 4
p.m. There is no rain date.

The event will feature music, re-
freshments, games and prizes. Masks
and social distancing will be re-
quired. The library is located at 5
Forest Road, Fanwood.

Cellist Megan Sweet will play to a
reading of Sandra Boynton’s book
“Jungle Night.” A family Trivial Pur-
suit book lovers’ edition game will pit
teams against each other to guess
book titles, characters, plots and more
for popular children’s and adult books.

Additional music will be per-

formed during the second half of
the festivities, with Reckon So. Back
by popular demand, this lively duo
of Fanwood Library Director Dan
Weiss and Mary Olive Smith will
entertain guests on the library lawn.

“The party requires no registra-
tion and no entrance fee. But we
sincerely hope the event inspires
donations to fuel our spending on
the library in the coming decades,”
said President and founder of the
Friends Carol Campell.

This early start could enable the
501(c)(3) organization to provide
even more services, equipment, ma-
terials and programming, such as
the children’s summer reading club
and Museum Pass, than ever be-
fore, according to the Friends.

MOUNT SALUTATORIAN OF ’21...Martha Byrne of Westfield has been
named salutatorian of the Class of 2021 at Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung. She is pictured with S. Lisa D. Gambacorto, RSM, Ed.S., directress
of Mount Saint Mary Academy.

Martha Byrne Is Salutatorian
Of Mount’s Class of 2021

WATCHUNG – On the evening
of May 17, during Academy Awards
Night in Immaculate Conception
Chapel, Martha Byrne received the
prestigious distinction of being
named salutatorian of the Mount
Saint Mary Academy Class of 2021.

A Westfield resident, Martha will
attend the University of Notre
Dame in the fall, where she will
major in economics and classics.
Her experiences on the Mount’s
Euro Challenge Team and Fed
Challenge Team led to her deci-
sion to major in economics, while
her Latin classes sparked a love of

classics.
Martha, a graduate of Holy Trin-

ity Interparochial School in
Westfield, is a National Merit
Scholar, receiving the $2,500 schol-
arship. She has been editor of the
Mount Saint Mary Academy blog,
Peeks, and has been active in cam-
pus ministry, band and various clubs.

A setter on the Varsity Volleyball
team, Martha was proud and
thrilled when the team won its di-
vision this year.

Martha is the daughter of Mr. Wil-
liam Byrne and Mrs. Gretchen Byrne
of Westfield.

Ashley Cifrodello Among
SNHU Dean’s List Honorees
MANCHESTER, N.H. — Ashley

Cifrodello of Cranford has been
named to Southern New Hampshire
University’s Winter 2021 Dean’s
List. The Winter term runs from
January to May.

Full-time students who have earned
a minimum grade-point average of
3.500 to 3.699 are named to the Dean’s
List. Full-time status is achieved by
earning 12 credits; undergraduate day
students must earn 12 credits in the
Fall or Spring semester, and online
students must earn 12 credits in either

EW1 and EW2, EW3 and EW4, or
EW5 and EW6.

Southern New Hampshire Univer-
sity (SNHU) is a private, nonprofit
institution with an 88-year history of
educating traditional-aged students
and working adults. Now serving more
than 150,000 learners worldwide,
SNHU offers approximately 200 ac-
credited undergraduate, graduate and
certificate programs, available online
and on its 300-acre campus in
Manchester, N.H. To learn more, ac-
cess snhu.edu.

Local Residents Graduate
From University of Scranton

Devin DeRosa Among
Spring Graduates

From Penn College
WILLIAMSPORT, Pa. — Devin

C. DeRosa of Westfield is a Spring
2021 graduate of Pennsylvania Col-
lege of Technology, having earned an
Associate of Applied Science degree
in Building Construction Technology.

Fall 2020 Commencement cer-
emonies that were scheduled to take
place December 19, 2020 were post-
poned due to governmental restric-
tions regarding the pandemic. Fall
2020 graduates were invited to par-
ticipate in the Spring 2021 Com-
mencement ceremonies.

Spring Commencement ceremo-
nies took place on May 14, 15 and
16 at the Community Arts Center in
Williamsport, Pa., to celebrate Fall
2020 and Spring 2021 graduates.

An affiliate of Penn State, Penn
College is located in Williamsport,
Pa. For more information, visit
pct.edu.

Penn College Places
Jack L. Hausle on
Spring Dean’s List

WILLIAMSPORT, Pa. — Penn-
sylvania College of Technology has
announced its Spring 2021 Dean’s
List. The Penn College Dean’s List
includes all matriculated (degree-
seeking) undergraduate students who
earn six or more credits and have a
semester grade point average of 3.5
or higher.

Among the honorees is Jack L.
Hausle of Scotch Plains, who is
pursuing a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Residential Construction
Technology and Management.

An affiliate of Penn State, Penn
College is located in Williamsport, Pa.
For more information, visit pct.edu.

SCRANTON, Pa. — Ten local resi-
dents were among more than 800
bachelor’s degree recipients honored
at the University of Scranton’s in-
person undergraduate celebration
ceremonies that were held on May
23. Degrees were conferred to gradu-
ates who had completed their aca-
demic degree requirements in August
and December of 2020, as well as
January and May of 2021.

Due to capacity restrictions in
place because of the pandemic,
separate ceremonies were held for
the university’s Panuska College
of Professional Studies, the Kania
School of Management and the
College of Arts and Sciences at the
Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza,
Wilkes-Barre. Among those who
were awarded undergraduate de-
grees are the following:

Aaron J. Cancio of Cranford, who
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Health Administration.

Alyssa N. Capone of Westfield,
who earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Finance.

Matthew M. DeBenedetto of
Westfield, who earned a Bachelor of

Science degree in Operations Man-
agement and Philosophy.

Kiera E. DeProspero of Fanwood,
who earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Counseling and Human
Services.

Olivia G. Gelling of Fanwood, who
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Nursing.

Jake R. Kloepfer of Fanwood, who
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Business Administration.

Katelyn F. Pelletiere of Westfield,
who earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Advertising/Public Relations and
Social Media Strategies.

Leigh S. Scarano of Westfield,
who earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Early and Primary Teacher
Education.

Kelly U. Travers of Westfield, who
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Nursing.

Daniel R. Vargas of Cranford, who
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Psychology.

The University of Scranton is a Je-
suit university located in Northeastern
Pennsylvania. To learn more about the
university, visit scranton.edu.

Jordan Wolman Receives
Lehigh Allegiance Award

BETHLEHEM, Pa. — Jordan
Wolman of Scotch Plains was among
eight students to be honored with
Lehigh University’s Allegiance
Award in Spring 2021. This award
is presented to seniors to recognize
their dedication and continuous im-
provement focused within a spe-
cific organization.

Outstanding performance in this
area includes the senior’s impact on

the organization; being an organiza-
tional member for a substantial por-
tion of their time at Lehigh; serving in
a variety of roles within the organiza-
tion, and being instrumental in over-
all organizational management such
as visioning, goal setting and yearly
transition for the organization.

Lehigh University includes five
colleges — College of Arts and Sci-
ences, College of Business, College
of Education, College of Health, and
the P.C. Rossin College of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science — that pro-
vide educational opportunities to
more than 7,000 students. For more
information about the university, visit
lehigh.edu.

Christopher Johnson Is
Univ. of Findlay Graduate

FINDLAY, Ohio — Christopher
Johnson of Westfield has graduated
from the University of Findlay, re-
ceiving a Doctor of Physical
Therapy. He was invited to walk in
the university’s commencement cer-
emonies on May 8. Nearly 900
graduates earned doctoral, master’s,

bachelor’s or associate degrees for
the academic year 2020-2021.

Located in Findlay, Ohio, the
University of Findlay was estab-
lished in 1882 through a joint part-
nership between the Churches of
God, General Counsel and the City
of Findlay.

The university has more than 80
majors leading to baccalaureate
degrees and offers 11 master’s de-
grees and five doctoral degrees.
More than 3,500 students are en-
rolled at the university. For more
information, visit findlay.edu.

Holy Trinity Posts
GreekFest Details

WESTFIELD — The Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
will host its annual GreekFest
celebration but in a to-go for-
mat. It will take place Friday,
June 4, from 4 to 9 p.m., and
Saturday, June 5, from 11 a.m.
to 9 p.m.

Specialties such as pasticcio,
souvlaki and gyros and desserts
like baklava and galaktoboureko
will be available to order online at
njgreekfest.com/ and may be
picked up in the parking lot of the
church at 250 Gallows Hill Road,
Westfield. The telephone number
is (908) 233-8533.
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GOLDFEDER 17 OF 18 FACE-OFFS, CALDWELL 3 GOALS

Cougars Butt Rams, 8-7, in OT
In UCT Boys Lax Quarterfinals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougar senior midfielder Andrew
Goldfeder certainly had the Midas
Touch when it came to winning face-
offs and senior attacker Nate Caldwell
had an uncanny knack for penetrating
the net during the Union County Tour-
nament quarterfinal round between
the fourth-seeded Cranford High
School boys lacrosse team and the
fifth-seeded Oratory Prep Rams at
Memorial Field in Cranford on May
18. But it took only 26 seconds into
overtime for a winner to be declared
when midfielder Adam Kutzer (2 as-
sists) set up attacker Andrew Curran
to earn the Cougars an 8-7 victory

and the opportunity to face top-seeded
Summit in the semifinal round.

Goldfeder actually won 17 of 18
face-offs, which included the first 14.
The only one he yielded was on an
infraction.

“I knew coming from last time they
were going to have me on a pole, so I
have been planning on what I have
been doing since we knew we were
playing Oratory. I knew I was going
to get him off the back every time. I
was really just working hard for my
team, especially in that last play. I
knew I had to win that. I wasn’t going
to let anyone stop me there, so I came
out with it,” Goldfeder explained.

The entire game, but especially in

the first half, was ruled by defensive
takeaways. Despite Goldfeder win-
ning all five face-offs of the first half,
the Oratory Prep defenders managed
to knock the ball away from an at-
tacker and turn the ball up field. But
the Cougars’ defense returned the fa-
vor which resulted in a scoreless first
quarter and a 2-1 Cougar lead at the
half. By game’s end, Goldfeder would
scoop 16 ground balls, Kutzer would
scoop eight and midfielder Amari Folk
would scoop seven.

“Obviously it’s a team sport. When
Drew was winning all the face-offs,
we still need a score, so our defense
had our backs. They were still mak-

EDWARDS SCORES WINNER ON BERGER’S HIT IN 10TH

Brewster Earns 652nd in Tenth;
Blue Devils Sting Raiders, 8-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN

For The Westfield Leader and The Times

“It Don’t Come Easy!” (Ringo Starr
- 1973). Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster had to endure nearly three-
and-a-half hours of pure drama dur-
ing the Union County Tournament
quarterfinal game with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on May 19 in Westfield
until Jaden Edwards lashed a double
to right field then scored on Dylan
Berger’s game-winning single in the
10th inning to deliver him with his
652nd career win with an 8-7 victory.

The significance of that victory
made Coach Brewster the all-time
winningest Union County coach, sur-
passing Ray Korn of Elizabeth. Inter-
estingly, Coach Brewster had to en-
dure a battle with the Raiders to get
his 500th victory then his 600th came
with a dramatic 1-0 win over the
Cranford Cougars.

Ironically win No. 500 was also an
8-7, 10-inning classic against the

Raiders on April 3, 2012. The Raid-
ers had scored five runs in the top of
the 10th but the Blue Devils came
back with six when Jon Gribbin
rapped a two-run double to seal the
deal. (See April 12, 2012 edition).
Win No. 600 happened on April 27,
2017 on the new turf field in Cranford
during a 1-0 pitchers’ duel between
Cougar Gordon Graceffo and Blue
Devil Corey Hiltz. The difference
was Matt LeCorte’s double that scored
Owen Kessler who had singled. (See
May 4, 2017 edition).

“It was 500 when Jonny Gribbin
had the winning hit and 600 was the
1-0 game in Cranford,” Coach
Brewster recalled.

The victory may have, but not re-
ally, overshadowed the remarkable
performance by Raider Shawn Mar-
tin, who blasted a two-run home run
in the first inning then hammered a
two-out Grand Slam over the deep
right-centerfield fence in the top of

the seventh to bring the Raiders to
within one run of the Blue Devils.
Then Chris Smith followed with a
solo homer over the leftfield fence to
knot the score and set up the three
additional innings of drama.

Most of the scoring came in clumps
and the first chunk came in the top of
the first inning when Raider Ryan
Jones (2-for-5, walk, 2 runs) hacked a
single to right field then Martin
stepped to the plate and yanked a
two-out, two-run homer over the right
field fence against starting pitcher
Holden Grantz.

The biggest chunk, however, was
the bottom of the inning and it began
with Enzo Mizerek’s double to
straightaway center. Matt Melao fol-
lowed with an RBI double to center.
Edwards (3-for-4, walk) beat out a
single deep in the hole near short and
Jake Bencivenga was hit on the back
to load the bases. Melao darted home

McLANE NETS 4 GOALS, ASST., HAZARD WINS 11 FACE-OFFS

Blue Devils Turn Up Volume;
Jar Raiders in UCT Semis, 10-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing 3-2 midway the second
quarter, the second-seeded Westfield
High School boys lacrosse team
stepped up it’s midfield control and
won all but one face-off from that
point onward to pull away from the
third-seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders en route to a 10-5 victory in
the Union County Tournament semi-
final round at AL Johnson High
School in Clark on May 20. The No.
6, 8-3 Blue Devils would face the
top-seeded Summit Hilltoppers, 10-
1 winners over Cranford, for the title
on May 22.

Blue Devil attacker Aidan McLane
was working in high gear throughout
and whipped in four goals, while con-
tributing an assist. Senior midfielder

Mack Prybylski, who had a goal and
an assist to go with a pair of ground
balls, played a major role in control-
ling possession. But midfielder Danny
Hazard burrowed down midway
through the second quarter and won
11 of the 12 remaining face-offs
against Raider Ethan Filler.

“Danny Hazard does a great job
every single game. He scouted this
kid a lot. A lot went into his prepara-
tion but he’s been reliable all season.
Face-offs is a huge part, especially in
big games. You got to take advantage
of every possession you get,”
Prybylski emphasized.

“Danny Hazard did a great job.
Normally you get a 50-50 ground ball
and he was coming down the field just
giving us opportunity after opportu-
nity to get the shots. It all worked

out,” McLane added.
What also worked out was

McLane’s left-handed overhead shot
early in the first quarter that gave his
team a 1-0 lead. Then a minute later
with 8:25 on the clock, McLane con-
nected on a right-side wraparound
shot from about seven yards from the
net.

“It was pretty fun. We were kind of
feeling ourselves and I went out there,
saw the cage and figured I would have
some fun with the boys and put it in
the back of the net,” McLane com-
mented.

Less than a minute after McLane’s
second goal Raider attacker Mikey
Kloepfer scored to make the score 2-
1. Interestingly, the Raiders were ac-
tually winning the possessions but

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

HO TOSSES 3-HITTER, 8 K’S, RBI 2B; GALLAGHER K’S 9

Blue Devils Calm Cougars, 2-1,
In Union County Tourney Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Super pitching performances by Blue
Devil Chris Ho and Cougar Will
Gallagher kept bats relatively silent
but, as it turned out, Ho had the tighter
grip on the reins and tossed a three-
hitter, while providing the deciding
RBI double to earn the fourth-seeded
Westfield High School baseball team a
2-1 victory over top-seeded Cranford
before an enthusiastic fan base at Wil-
liams Field in Elizabeth on May 23.

Ho, who yielded only one walk and

struck out eight batters, never allowed
more than one batter on the base paths
in any given inning until the sixth
inning when the 16-2 Cougars scored
their only run with a walk to Jack
Conley and an RBI double by Ryan
Jaros, who also singled in the fourth
inning. Six of Ho’s strikeouts came in
the final four innings.

“I don’t know if I could stretch it
too far as being my greatest game but
it’s definitely going to be one that I am
going to remember forever. I was
reading trying to see what they were

doing. They got to me last time (4-2
loss on May 7) but I made some
adjustments and I made sure that I
wasn’t going to stop,” Ho explained.

On several occasions, catcher Matt
Melao would come out to discuss
strategies with Ho. “He was just try-
ing to calm me down. This is a situa-
tion that we have been playing through
for our entire careers. He’s actually
the reason why I started playing base-
ball. Since kindergarten we contin-
ued to be friends. He always caught

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Home...it’s everything! 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING TOWARDS HOME...Blue Devil Mike McKenna dives towards home plate to score the seventh run of the first
inning as Raider catcher Ryan Beauregard awaits the throw in Westfield on May 19. Westfield won in 10 innings, 8-7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO PASS...Blue Devil midfielder Sean Hazard, No. 42, looks to pass the ball before Raider defender Anthony
Robinson, No. 21, can get a stick on it during the Union County Tournament semifinal in Clark 0n May 20.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD AS GOLD IN THE PIT...Cougar senior Andrew Goldfeder, No. 7, won 17 of 18 face-offs in the Union County
Tournament quarterfinal game against Oratory Prep on May 18 in Cranford. The Cougars won 8-7 in overtime.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING HOME FOR THE FIRST RUN...Blue Devil Jake Bencivenga slides home in the 2nd inning to score the first run
as Cougar catcher Lucca Limeira leaps to get the throw during the UCT semifinal at Williams Field in Elizabeth on May 23.

Westfield/Summit Lax Page 11
UCT Track & Field on Page 10
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Blue Devils Calm Cougars, 2-1, in UCT Semifinals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Cougars Butt Rams, 8-7, in OT in UCT Quarters
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

ing stops until we got it going,” said
Caldwell, who finished with three
goals and an assist.

“We just saw our defense kind of
take off. At the beginning of the sea-
son, we were good but not great. Now
we are coming on defense. They were
playing lockdown today. I’m am re-
ally proud of them. They are really
helping us out,” Goldfeder added.

Oratory Ram Jon Demontagnac
broke the scoreless tie with 8:05 left
in the second quarter. But Caldwell’s
first goal was really slick when he
came around the left side from behind
the net and slipped in a backhand shot
for the Cougars’ first goal to knot the
score with 6:57 left in the second

quarter. Caldwell then set up Curran
with his first goal to give the Cougars
a 2-1 lead at the half.

“The backhand goal I always fool
around and try in practice. I never
actually have done it in a game, so that
was pretty exciting when that went
in,” Caldwell confessed.

Caldwell would net his second goal
after a Cougar takeaway in the third
quarter then add a nifty right-side wrap-
around goal in the fourth quarter.

“The others were just what we prac-
tice every day. Just reps. That’s all it
is,” Caldwell explained.

Oratory’s John Bruzzese knotted
the score on a right-side wraparound
early in the third quarter then Harrison
Lloyd scored the first of his four goals
to put the Rams in front, 3-2. Caldwell
scored his second goal then James

Kosty (2 goals) scored to put the
Cougars up, 4-3. Goldfeder then set
up himself on a goal when he won the

face-off and fired an overhead shot
past Rams goalkeeper Kenny
Heffernan near the end of the quarter.

“I’m always going for goal. Face-
off guys’ dream is win off the top and
go in for goal. It was just a lot of hard
work there from a lot of the guys,
same as me. I got to go in at least once
a game,” Goldfeder chuckled.

Less than a minute into the fourth
quarter, Kosty gave the Cougars a 6-
3 lead. Two minutes later, Ram Mark
Jacobello scored then Caldwell made
good on his right-side wraparound to
make the score 7-4 with 8:12 left.

Finally Goldfeder’s face-off streak
was broken and Lloyd capitalized with
his second goal with 7:24 left. From

that point, the Cougars went on a
vicious four-minute assault of the
Rams’ goal area but goalkeeper
Heffernan (13 saves) made four
straight key saves.

“I know I missed a couple of shots.
He saved me on a couple. He was
reading my stick really well. He was
really on today,” Goldfeder said.

Then with 2:20 on the clock, Cougar
keeper Matt Coates (11 saves) made a
crucial save that really paid off be-
cause Lloyd would score his third goal
moments later then add his fourth goal
with 49.6 left in regulation.

Goldfeder won the face-off at the
start of the overtime. Then Kutzer
from behind the net, flicked the ball to
Curran, who ripped in the winner.
Oratory 0 1 2 4 0 7
Cranford 0 2 3 2 1 8

WF – STRYKER WINS DISCUS, SHOT; SPF- JACKSON 200, 400

Raider Girls 2nd, Devil Boys 3rd
At Union County Track & Field
Union Catholic High School took

both titles in the boys and girls Union
County Tournament Track & Field
Individual Championships held at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield on May 20-
21. The Westfield boys placed third in
the team totals and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls placed second. (The
top-6 finishers in each event earn
team points).

The Viking boys placed first with a
total of 85, followed by Elizabeth at
77 and Westfield at 62. The SPF
Raider boys placed fifth at 45.5. The
Viking girls breezed to the title with a
total of 164, followed by the Raiders
at 64. The Blue Devil girls placed
sixth with a total of 27.

The Blue Devil boys won three
events and senior Braden Stryker won
two of them, the discus with a toss of
172-1 and the shot put with a shove of
51-6.5. Junior Max Owen won the
pole vault with a clearance of 12-6.
Raiders Rob Lerner (junior) at 137-
10 and junior Mike Banic at 136-0
placed 2-4 in the discus. Banic was
second in the shot put with a distance
of 49-11.5 and Blue Devil senior
Andrew Miller was fifth at 45-4.
Raider Aiden Nyamiaka placed sixth
in the pole vault with a height of 8-6.

Blue Devil senior Matt Shinners
placed second in the javelin with a
toss of 156-0 and teammate Owen
Paul (sophomore) placed fifth at 142-
0. Raiders Kyle Robinson at 43-3 and
Akin Akinwunmi at 41-7 placed 2-6
in the triple jump. Blue Devils Charlie
Stock, Justin Colby, Joe Pierro and
Rob McIntyre finished fourth in the
4x400 with a time of 3:25.11.

Raider junior Kenny Agwu finished
second in the 110-hurdles with a time
of 15.54 and teammates Anthony
McDonald at 16.0 and Tommy
Rodriguez at 17.55 finished 4-7. Agwu
also finished fourth in the 400-hurdles
at 58.89 and McIntyre finished sixth
at 1:00.28. Cranford senior Matt
Maggio finished fifth in the 200 at
22.55 and Agwu finished seventh at
22.68. Maggio finished seventh in the
100 at 11.36.

Blue Devil Stock finished fourth in
the 1,600 with a time of 4:21.09,
followed by senior Will McGlynn at

4:23.8. Blue Devil Conor Daly fin-
ished third in the 3,200 at 9:29.48,
McGlynn took fifth at 9:41.18 and
Avery Keith finished seventh at
9:45.26. Cranford Cougar Griffin
Down finished fifth in the 400 at
50.81, followed by Blue Devil Charlie
Garrettson at 51.05.

In the girls’ events, Raider junior
Julia Jackson crossed first in the 200
with a time of 24.43 just nosing out
Kent Place’s Christiana Nwachuku at
24.95. Raider junior Grace Kennedy
finished seventh at 25.88. Jackson
also crossed first in the 400 with a
time of 55.23, while teammates
Kennedy at 58.31 and sophomore
Jenai Berry at 59.45 finished 5-6.
Raiders Jackson at 12.08 and Corinne
Lyght at 12.34 finished 3-5 in the 100.

Raiders Kennedy, Lyght, Berry and
Jackson crossed first in the 4x400
with a time of 3:47.91 and Blue Dev-
ils Isabel Boufarah, Caroline Bielen,
Sonia Olson and Katie Hamilton fin-
ished fourth at 4:04.74. Blue Devil
senior Macey Cullen finished fifth in
the 400-hurdles at 1:10.26, followed
by Raider Danielle Most at 1:10.46
and Olson at 1:10.74. Raider Kayla
Paprocki finished seventh in the 100-
hurdles at 16.63.

In a very close 800-meter finish,
Viking Kaleigh Gunsiorowski edged
Blue Devil Boufarah 2:16.52-2:16.73
for first place. Berry was fourth at
2:19.19 and Blue Devil Caroline
Collins finished sixth at 2:23.14.
Boufarah finished fifth in the 1,600 at
5:13.3 and teammate Sam Salz fin-
ished seventh at 5:24.74. Raider jun-
ior Gabby Crona finished fourth in
the 3,200 at 12:02.9.

AL Johnson’s Carly Tarantino
grabbed first in the high jump with a
clearance of 5-6.25 and Raider junior
Ashley DeFrancesco placed fifth at
4-10. Lyght at 17-9.25, Kennedy at
17-8 and DeFrancesco at 16-0.25
placed 3-4-7 in the long jump.

Blue Devil junior Maggie
McCauley took second in the shot put
with a distance of 36-2.5. Viking
Alexandra Bonn at 36-10, Union’s
Leyila Fadael at 36-4.5 and Cranford
Cougar Cielo Tumbokon at 36-0 took
1-2-3 in the triple jump. Cougar Zoe
Hamilton took fifth at 35-0.5. Blue
Devil junior Kathrine Palmer placed
fifth in the javelin with a toss of 91-2
and Raider freshman Mackenzie Virgil
placed seventh at 85-8. Raider Lauren
Brenner placed fifth in the pole vault
with a height of 8-0, followed by
Cougar Rose Deeb at 7-6.

me and he knows how to calm me
down out there when times get rough,”
Ho answered.

Gallagher struck out nine Blue
Devils in six innings and allowed
seven hits while walking two and hit-
ting two batters. Rob Salvatore pitched
the seventh inning and walked one,
while striking out one.

Ho received some fine defensive help
from shortstop Jake Bencivenga, who
scooped a grounder deep in the hole and
converted it to a putout in the second
inning then pulled off a slick backhanded
stab in the fifth inning that he converted
to a putout. Melao gunned down Jaros,
who had singled, while attempting to
steal second base after Lucca Limeira

struck out in the fourth inning.
Ho lined a two-out single in the top

of the first inning but Gallagher struck
out the next batter. But in the second
inning, Bencivenga hopped a single
into leftfield, Leo Mangiamele’s
grounder to short was muffed and Ian
Gannaway walked to load the bases.
After a failed pickoff attempt,
Bencivenga scored but as Mangiamele
attempted to score, he was gunned
down at the plate.

Blue Devil Jaden Edwards smacked
a two-out double in the third but
Bencivenga followed by grounding out
to third. Jake Carter got the Cougars’
first hit by beating out an infield single
in the bottom of the inning. The Blue

Devils offered a threat in the fourth
when Gannaway singled to center and
Mike McKenna drew a two-out walk
but Enzo Miserek (1-for-4) hit a sharp
grounder to first baseman Tony Silva,
who just managed to beat him to the
bag for the third out. Jaros looped a
leadoff single in the Cranford fourth
but got gunned down at second by
Melao after Ho struck out Limeira. Ho
then struck out Silva.

In the Westfield fifth, Melao led off
with a single past first then arced all
the way to third on a botched pickoff
attempt. Ho hammered his RBI double
to right field, making the score 2-0,
then attempted to take third when the
relay got past the shortstop. Unfortu-
nately he was nailed at third for the
first out. Edwards and Mangiamele
were both hit by pitches in the inning
but were left stranded.

Ho explained, “I knew that they
were not going to go down without a
fight, so I needed some insurance
runs. I was able to get a piece of that
ball and drive it to right. I got a little
too much ahead of myself. Too much
adrenalin and decided going to third.
Not the smartest decision.”

The Cougars finally got on the
scoreboard in the sixth when Conley
walked and scored on Jaros’ long
double to leftfield. Ho retired all three
Cougars he faced in the seventh.

The Blue Devils would face third-
seeded Governor Livingston, winners
over Union, for the UCT crown on
May 26 at Kean University.
Westfield 010 010 0 2
Cranford 000 001 0 1

Dale Horton for The Leader and The Times

FIFTH IN 1,600...Blue Devil Isabel
Boufarah finished second in the 800.

Dale Horton for The Leader and The Times

FOURTH IN 1,600...Blue Devil Charlie
Stock finished fourth in the 1,600.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF PASSED ORDINANCE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that
the foregoing ordinance was approved for
final adoption by the Governing Body of
the Borough of Mountainside in the County
of Union at a Regular Meeting held virtu-
ally and by phone conference on May 18,
2021.

Martha Lopez
Borough Clerk

ORDINANCE 1295-2021

CALENDAR YEAR 2021
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH

A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Non-Fair and Open Con-
tract for the following Contract.  This Con-
tract, and the Resolution authorizing it, are
available for public inspection in the Mu-
nicipal Building.

AWARDED TO: Nicholas J. Netta, AIA,
Netta Architects, LLC, 1084 Route 22
West, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

SERVICES: Architectural Services for
the New Jersey Library Construction Bond
grant application 2021(Resolution No.
2021-105)

DATE: May 18, 2021

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 05/27/21, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, BOARD OF EDUCATION

302 ELM STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Westfield Board of Education has awarded contracts without competitive bidding
as a professional service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5 a (1). The contracts and the
resolutions authorizing them are on file and available for public inspection in the office of
Westfield Board Of Education.

Whereas, there exists a need for professional services in the specific area(s) mentioned
below for the 2020-2021 school year for the following professional services and whereas,
funds are available for this purpose, and whereas, the Public School Contracts Law
(NJSA 18A:18A-1 et seq.) permits the award of contracts without competitive bids for
Professional Services that require licensing and are regulated by law, and Whereas, the
Public School Contracts Law requires that the Board of Education adopt a resolution
awarding such contracts at a public meeting.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator/ Board Secretary

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

Phonemic Foundations, LLC Speech Services Services $95.00/hr
Mary Faella
303 Tote Road
Mountainside, NJ 07092
NOT TO EXCEED $150,000

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $44.88

TOC CHAMPS...The Westfield Blue Devils golf team won the Tournament of Champions on May 19 at Hawk Pointe Country
Club in Washington Township. Pictured, left to right, are: Enrico Basso (Asst Coach), David Givand, Colin Summers,
Nicholas Conti, Barnes Blake and Ryan Daly (Head Coach). Individual Champion: Colin Summers

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF
TOWNSHIP COUNCIL QUORUM

Downtown Redevelopment Committee
Executive Committee Session

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that a quorum of the members of the Scotch
Plains Township Council, will be in atten-
dance for a Downtown Redevelopment
Committee Executive Committee Session
on June 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building Township Coun-
cil Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.

No formal action will be taken by the
Township Council at this Executive Com-
mittee session.

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 05/27/21, The Times Fee: $18.87

The Westfield High School boys
golf team was spinning on all cylin-
ders to capture the Tournament of
Champions at Hawk Pointe Country
Club in Washington Township on May
19. The Blue Devils turned in a total
of 284 to top the Chatham Cougars,
who finished with 291, and Christian
Brothers Academy at 293. The near-
est Group 4 team was Hunterdon Cen-
tral with a total of 316.

Blue Devil senior Colin Summers
shot a seven-under par 63 on the 6,400
yard course beating out Chatham’s Cole
Ekert and Bridgewater-Raritan’s Hunter
Po both at four-under par 66 for the

individual crown. Summers birdied
holes 5, 6, 7, 11, 13, 14 and 17. The rest
of the Blue Devils were also on fire with
sophomore Barnes Blake and senior
Dave Givand both shooting a 73 and
junior Nick Conti shooting a 75.

On May 11, the Blue Devils won
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
title with a total of 307 beating out
Hunterdon Central at 310. Morristown
took third at 327, followed by
Livingston at 335 and Montclair at
356. Summers finished with a 72 just
behind Hunter Po at 71. Blake shot a
76, Conti had a 78, Givand shot an 81
and junior Tom Smith had an 85.

Blue Devil Golf Boys Win
Tournament of Champions

GL Highlanders Stop
Baseball Raiders, 15-4
The 13-4 Governor Livingston

Highlanders baseball team defeated
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 15-4, on May
20. Ryan Jones doubled, singled and
scored once for the 9-7 Raiders. Chris
Smith singled twice and had two RBI.
Sean Kennedy doubled, scored once
and had two RBI. Dallas Lorenzetti
singled and scored once. Stefon
Johnson singled and Joey DiQuollo
scored once.

Summit Jars Cougars
In UCT Lax Semi, 10-1

The top-seeded Summit
Hilltoppers defeated fourth-seeded
Cranford, 10-1, in the semifinal
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment in Clark on May 20. Luke
DiNola netted five goals and an as-
sist, while Mike Bruno scored three
times for the 9-0 Hiulltoppers. Adam
Kutzer scored the Cougars’ only goal
off Quentin Connoly’s assist.

Montville Girls Stop
Cougar Laxers, 15-10
Maddy Kelly scored six goals and

added an assist, and Isabella Mangano
stuffed in five goals, while Julia Bruno
netted four goals to lead the Montville
High School girls lacrosse team to a 15-
10 victory over Cranford on May 18.

Delaney Bertrand and Kristina
Lynch each had three goals for the 7-
5 Cougars. Karena Andreassen and
Clare Roussey each had a goal and an
assist. Hannah Silverman and Sylvie
Fernandez each scored once and Erin
Esposito added an assist. Goalkeeper
Serenz Barra made 17 saves.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSE PLAY AT HOME...Blue Devil Leo Mangiamele slides home in the 2nd inning but gets tagged out by Cougar catcher
Lucca Limeira during the UCT semifinal at Williams Field in Elizabeth on May 23, Westfield pulled out a 2-1 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DANGEROUS ON OFFENSE...Cougar senior attacker Nate Caldwell, No. 31, scored three goals and added an assist in the
Union County Tournament quarterfinal game against the Oratory Prep Rams.
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Brewster Earns 652nd in 10th; Sting Raiders, 8-7
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Blue Devils Turn Up Volume; Jar Raiders in UCT
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

Fresh Mart
1928 Westfield Ave. (Leader/Times)

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

888-586-0683 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

on a wild pitch then Berger’s chop-
ping single would bring home
Edwards and Bencivenga. Grantz
ricocheted a single off second base
and Mike McKenna (2-for-4, run)
slashed a single to right. Mizerek,
who would go 4-for-5, brought in the
sixth and seventh runs with a single to
right.

“My role on the team is to get on
base, steal bases and score runs. That’s
what I wanted to do today and that’s
what I did at the plate. We all love

Coach Brewster. He’s done a great
job with the program and we wanted
to be the ones to give him that win
today and it’s the best place you could
do it with the walk-off in the bottom
of the 10th. Scotch Plains played a
great game and that inning was just
something out of a movie. This game
really showed our resilience as a team.
We are well-coached and we fight no
matter what. No matter what kind of
storybook ending we need we go out
as a team,” Mizerek said.

Grantz got into a difficult situation
in the second inning when Lucas
Mackey, Stefon Johnson (2-for-3,
walk, hit-by-pitch) and Brendan
Karyczak all tapped one-out singles
to load the bases but Blue Devil short-
stop Bencivenga scooped Jones’
grounder and flicked to second to
initiate a 6-4-3 double play. From that
point Grantz would settle down until
the seventh inning. In the meantime,

Raider starter Joey DiQuollo really
settled down and tossed four straight
scoreless innings, yielding only a
single and a walk. Matt Drubulis re-
lieved in the sixth and pitched the
remainder of the game.

The dramatic seventh inning began
with Johnson’s single over second.
Jones lined a one-out single, Sean
Kennedy struck out and Dallas
Lorenzetti was hit-by-a-pitch to load
the bases with two outs. Martin dug in
and crushed his Grand Slam to give

the Raiders a ray of hope then Smith
knotted the score with his solo blast.

Berger was called to the mound from
his first base position and got the third
out. Mizerek would step to the mound
with one out in the eighth and finished
the game to pick up the victory.

“That’s kind of been what my role’s
been this year. I am not a starter. I am
a reliever and I like coming in with a
lot of pressure on me. My approach is
strikes. I don’t blow it by people but I
like to keep people off-balance. To-
day I had an injured finger, so I was
just throwing curveball and fastball
only. It worked well,” Mizerek ex-
plained.

In the fateful 10th, Edwards led off
with his double to right, Bencivenga
walked and Leo Mangiamele lofted a
long fly that was hauled in at the
leftfield fence. Berger poked his single
to right and the celebrating began.

“That double felt great. I was two-

for-three (3-for-4) today and my one
out was a liner, so I felt good at the
plate. I ended up going to right-center
that last at-bat. It worked out exactly
as I planned. That was awesome,”
Edwards expressed.

“Brew has been here for so many
years. To win it in this type of game is
just awesome. Feels real special to be
a part of it. I was happy to be a part of
it. My mind set going out there was to
just get on base. I wasn’t thinking
about the walk-off. I was hoping for

some body else to drive me in but this
is how it worked out and I was glad I
was able to do it,” Berger explained.

Coach Brewster expressed, “It was
a great game! We thought it was going
to be over. Two outs top of the sev-
enth. They never give up. They won
their first round game with a three-run
homer in the bottom of the seventh
with two strikes. It’s a great rivalry.
Seven of eight games decided by one
run between Westfield and Scotch
Plains. Every game this year, 2-1, 4-3
and 8-7!”

“We had two outs, two strikes and
we were already getting the banner
ready to celebrate Brew’s new win as
the Union County coach. From there,
we handled some adversity but we
stuck through it after a couple in-
nings. We are celebrating now,”
Edwards concluded.
SPF 200 000 500 0 7
Westfield 700 000 000 1 8

Blue Devil defenders Jeremy Thomp-
son (4 ground balls), Trey Brown and
Eric Webb (ground ball each), along
with midfielders Sean Hazard (4
ground balls) and James Csorba (3
ground balls) were able to secure some
takeaways to return the ball to their
attackers. That trio of defenders would
remain solid throughout the game
along with goalkeeper Matt Gruters
(5 saves).

“Our defense has been easily one of
the best defenses in the state this
whole season and Trey and a lot of
those guys really haven’t had a lot of

experience coming into this season
from losing last year (Covid). I think
it starts with Gruters in the net, a
senior goalie. He takes control of
those guys. I think all three of our
guys just lockdown the defense.
There’s no weak part of our defense,”
Prybylski said.

“We wouldn’t be able to score if we
didn’t have those guys. They just take
the ball away from people possession
after possession and we come down
on offense and we are able to do our
job. It starts with them and we all trust

the system that the coaches put in,”
McLane added.

Less than two minutes into the sec-
ond quarter, Raider midfielder Chase
Alber on an assist from attacker
Sandro Frias, knotted the score then
they took the lead when midfielder
Alex Werkheiser was credited with a
goal after a mad scramble near the
net. But from that point, Hazard and
the Blue Devils buckled down and
seized possession. Attacker James
Haley fired in a goal from the right
with 4:07 on the clock. Then a minute
later Haley nailed his second goal

from the center to give Westfield a 4-
3 lead at the half.

Prybylski stretched the Blue Dev-
ils’ lead to 5-3 with a sidearm shot
early in the third quarter.

“They went into that zone pretty
early on, so at halftime, our coaches
told us go on the fly, shoot for the cage
and I scored that to open up the sec-
ond half. I was just letting it rip,”
Prybylski explained.

McLane’s third goal, a left-side,
left-hand sidearm slap shot to make
the score 6-3, must have been fun

because he showcased a rocking mo-
tion after the goal.

“I actually rocked the baby because
the sidelines called me a baby, so I
went back and told him to go to bed,”
McLane explained.

McLane certainly did not go to bed
as he notched his fourth goal with a
left side sling shot. With 3:26 left in
the quarter, Blue Devil midfielder
Dan Cano scored on a jump shot then
Raider Jake Monroy made the score
8-4 a minute before the quarter ended.

Prybylski got into the act and as-
sisted Cano on his second goal early

in the final quarter.
“The coaches put in

such a great system for
us every week and it’s
our job as senior lead-
ers to make sure we get
into that every single
possession and really
tire their defense out
and rest up our defense.
We like to say great
shots not good shots,”
Prybylski expressed.

Blue Devil
midfielder Anthony
Buscio made a great
shot to up the lead to
10-4 then with 2:32
remaining Alber
scored his second goal
to finalize the scoring.

Raider goalkeeper
Sam Oross (12 saves)
was really put to the
test and made numer-
ous outstanding saves
throughout the game,
particularly from
McLane and
Prybylski.

“He stepped up.
Sometimes you make

him look a little better than he is but
we went out there, I guess we did our
job, 10-5. But of course the goalie is
going to make some good saves,”
McLane answered.

Prybylski added, “He played really
well. I think the first half we were kind
of playing to his strength, so our
coaches told us we had to change
plains. Second half we came out and
I think that’s why a lot more fell in the
second half.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 2 1 1 5
Westfield 2 2 4 2 10

McLANE SCORES 3 GOALS, ASSIST; PRYBYLSKI 3 GOALS

Summit Holds Off Blue Devils
For UCT Boys Lax Crown, 11-9

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

A wicked four-goal scoring frenzy
within the first five minutes of the first
quarter by the top-seeded, No. 2
ranked Summit Hilltoppers boys la-
crosse team forced second-seeded,
No. 6 ranked Westfield into a catch-
up mode during the Union County
Tournament championship game at
AL Johnson High School in Clark on
May 22. Although the Blue Devils did
make a gallant attempt in the second
half, the Hilltoppers managed to hold
on for an 11-9 victory.

The 10-0 Hilltoppers got four goals
and an assist from attacker Luke
DiNola and four goals from attacker
Mike Bonomo. Jim Persche, Matt
Vigliotta and Dylan Sebastian pro-
vided their other goals. Senior at-
tacker Aidan McLane flicked in three
goals and added an assist for the 8-4
Blue Devils, while senior
midfielder Mack Prybylski
stuffed in three goals.
Midfielder Sean Hazard net-
ted a goal and two assists,
while attackers James Haley
and Ryan Waldman each had
a goal and an assist.

Thanks to early domina-
tion from face-off man Jake
Rainero, the Hilltoppers
fired right out of the shoot
with their four goals. The
first one came within the
first minute by DiNola. Less
than a minute later, Hunter
Schluter assisted Persche on
his goal. Blue Devil Danny
Hazard actually won the
third face-off but the
Hilltoppers recorded a
takeaway, which resulted in
Sebastian’s sidearm shot
into the net with 7:40 on the
clock. Thirty seconds later
DiNola whipped in an over-
head shot for a 4-0 lead.

After Blue Devil senior
goalkeeper Matt Gruters’
deflection resulted in a

takeaway, possession headed toward
Summit’s domain and McLane scored
from the left-center with 5:30 left in
the quarter. Three minutes later,
Prybylski scooped a ground ball, ran
downfield and stuffed the net to make
the score 4-2.

Rainero won the lion’s share of the
face-offs in the second quarter and
the Hilltoppers went on a 4-1 roll to
seize an 8-3 lead at the half. DiNola
netted his third goal then Prybylski
scored his second goal on an assist by
Sean Hazzard. Bonomo scored his
first goal then Vigliotta scored just 11
seconds later. With 32.9 left in the
half, DiNola made the score 8-3.

A big change occurred for the Blue
Devils in the third quarter. Sopho-
more Quinn Wojcik went in goal and
sophomore Danny Hazzard began
winning the majority of the face-offs.
Prybylski hit the mark with an over-

head shot with 10:02 on the clock.
Bonomo, assisted by Colin Beatty,
scored from the right side then Sean
Hazard, assisted by Waldman, made
the score 9-5.

The Blue Devils got even more
possessive in the fourth quarter.
McLane connected from the right side
then with 7:03 remaining, McLane
assisted Haley to cut the margin to 9-
7. During that span Wojcik (9 saves)
made a number of key stops to help
the Blue Devils maintain possession.
Then with 3:37 remaining, Bonomo
scored. He then increased the lead to
11-7 with his fourth goal at 2:53 re-
maining. McLane scored his third goal
30 seconds later then with less than 20
seconds remaining, Trey Constantinou
assisted Waldman on the game’s final
goal.
Westfield 2 1 2 4 9
Summit 4 4 1 2 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING INTO THE ACTION...Blue Devil midfielder James Csorba, No. 14, and defender Eric Webb, No. 13, get into
the action during the Union County Tournament championship game against Summit on May 22 in Clark.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUGHT IN THE ACT...Blue Devil Enzo Mizerek, No. 9, gets tagged out by Raider shortstop Dallas Lorenzetti attempting
to steal second in the ninth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO GET AN ANGLE...Blue Devil attacker Aidan McLane, No. 8, looks to elude
a Summit defender during the UCT championship game on May 22 in Clark.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING CLOSE TABS...Blue Devil midfielder Giovanni Gallo, No. 18, keeps close tabs on
Raider attacker Sandro Frias, No. 26, during the UCT semifinal at Clark.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

COUNTY OF UNION

Ms. Patricia Donahue
Township Clerk

Phone: 908-709-7210
Fax: 908-276-4859

E-mail: p-donahue@cranfordnj.org

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
FOR RENOVATION OF THE

CRANFORD RECREATION CENTER

Beginning on Thursday, May 27, 2021,
bid submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Regis-
tration on the Township’s Website is
required.

Sealed bid responses shall contain: one
original; two hard copies and one digital
copy (i.e., USB stick or thumb drive) of the
submission. Such bid response should be
enclosed in an opaque sealed envelope,
plainly marked, “Renovation of the
Cranford Recreation Center” and shall
show the name and address of the bidder.
Bids may be hand delivered to the Town-
ship Building or may be forwarded by per-
sonal service, certified mail, U.S. Post and
other mail delivery services.  The sealed
envelope containing the proposal and
marked as directed above, must be en-
closed in another envelope properly ad-
dressed as follows:

Patricia Donahue,
c/o June 29th Bid Opening –

“Renovation of the Cranford Recreation
Center”

Township Clerk
Township of Cranford
Municipal Building
8 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

Notice is hereby given that sealed bid
responses will be received by the Town-
ship Clerk of the Township of Cranford,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, at
the Municipal Building, located at 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Room 108, 2nd Floor,
Cranford, New Jersey, 07016, on Tues-
day, June 29, 2021, at 10:30 a.m. or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be heard,
and publicly opened with the contents of
same publicly announced for “Renova-
tion of the Cranford Recreation Cen-
ter”

A non-mandatory Pre-Bid Conference
will be held on June 4, 2021 at 10:00am,
at the site located at 375 Centennial Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey 07008.  At-
tendees should meet in the parking lot
behind the building.  Prospective bidders
are strongly encouraged to attend.  Private
tours of the site will not be given.

Bidders are required to comply with the
Affirmative Action requirements of N.J.S.A.
10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy
of a New Jersey Business Registration
Certificate shall be included with the Bid.

The Township of Cranford reserves the
right to reject any or all bids as in its
judgment may be deemed to be in the
best interest of the Township of Cranford.
The Township of Cranford also reserves
the right to waive any minor irregularity or
technicality.

By order of the Township Committee:
Kathleen Miller Prunty, Mayor
Jamie Cryan, Township Administrator
Patricia Donahue, Township Clerk

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $70.89

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

2021 TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING NOTICE
NOTICE OF CHANGE OF DATES & FORMAT

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that due to the public health emergency caused
by Coronavirus, and the Governor’s Executive Order 173, the Township of Scotch Plains
will conduct the remaining 2021 Council Business Meetings (schedule follows at
bottom of notice) beginning at 6:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Township of
Scotch Plains Municipal Building (430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076).
There will be limited capacity for the in-person meetings. Seating will be limited to the
appropriate COVOD capacity limits for the respective meeting date; on a first come/first
seated basis. If attending in-person, please ensure that you bring a mask and ensure
proper social distancing.

PLEASE NOTE, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 (the “Open Public Meetings Act”)
Business Meeting will be open to the public by electronic means, and as such, members
of the public may view the meeting by livestream on our public access Channels FIOS
22 and Comcast 34; and Public Comment will only be available in-person or through call
in during the appropriate comment portions at  (908) 322-2076. The meeting format is
subject to change if Covid-19 emergency persists or worsens - please check Township
website for updated meeting information - scotchplainsnj.gov.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not discriminate against persons with disabilities.
Those individuals requiring auxiliary aids and services where necessary, must notify the
ADA Coordinator of the Township of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two (72) hours in
advance of the meeting.

2021 TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

June 7, 2021 (Monday) Council Business Meeting 6:00 PM
June 15, 2021 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 6:00 PM
July 20, 2021 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 6:00 PM
August 10, 2021 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 6:00 PM
September 21, 2021 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 6:00 PM
September 28, 2021 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 6:00 PM
October 5, 2021 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 6:00 PM
October 19, 2021 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 6:00 PM
November 9, 2021 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 6:00 PM
December 14, 2021 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 6:00 PM

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 (the “Open Public Meetings Act”) and in adherence
to the Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services (DLGS)
guidelines, the Meeting will also be open to the public by electronic means, and as such,
members of the public may view the meeting by livestream on our public access Channels
FIOS 22 and Comcast 34;  or on Facebook Live;  Public Comment will be available through
call in during the appropriate comment portions at 908-322-2076.

Agendas will be posted for the public’s viewing on the Township’s official website at
scotchplainsnj.gov

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
TOWNSHIP CLERK

1 T - 05/27/21, The Times Fee: $79.56

UCSSL 70+ Division:
70+ DIVISION:

TEAM W L
Yellow 4 0
Lou’s Blues 1 3
Red Foxxes 3 1
Green 0 4

Yellow 14, Lou’s Blues 3
Yellow 12, Lou’s Blues 4
Redd Foxxes 13, Green 11
Redd Foxxes 16, Green 7

50+ A DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Deegan Roofing 6 1
Jun’s Pro Services 6 2
Douglas VW 4 3
Phenomenal Boyz 4 4

50+ B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Linwood Tap House 5 2
All Pipes Plumbing 6 3
Rocky’s Bar & Grill 5 3
Contact Lens & Vision 6 4
Cranford VFW 4 4
Sonia’s BCE 1 6
FutoWorld 0 8

50+ C DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Garwood Metal 4 4
Linda’s Driftwood Bar & Grill 4 4
Suspenders 4 4
AJ Jersey 1 8

Rocky’s Bar 17, Contact Lens 6
Rocky’s Bar - Bill Hillyer (3 hits),

Matt Walsh, Pete Abene, Mike
Valicky, Dave Martorano, Jerry Isolda
and Todd O’Reilly (2 hits) and pitcher
Frank Mastrocola.
Sonia’s BCE 17, Cranford VFW 14

Sonia’s - Diego Elliot (3 hits),
Benny Elliot (4 hits). Cranford - Chris
Kaminksi (4 hits), Tom Klein and
John Fiore (HR, 3 hits each), Bob
Ghiretti and Joe Mascali (3 hits).
Phenom Boyz 16, Douglas VW 15

VW - Billy Buteau (3 hits, game
tying HR), Pat Mooney, Farlan Alusik,
Rich Gaul and Hector Munoz (all 2
hits), Mike Shriner, Al Genova and
Harold Zayas (great defense).
All Pipes 19, Garwood Metal 14

All Pipes - Mario Fastiggi (key
2B), Brian Clark (4 hits), 3 hits by
John McClung (HR), Joe Han and
Alan Dente (6 RBI). Garwood - Ron
Kulik, Dave Ball and Rich Polonitza
(3 hits each).
Jun’s Pro 13, Linwood Tap 8

Jun’s - Pete Matarazzo (rally-end-
ing 6-4-2 DP, clutch 2-out hit), pitcher
John Segledi, Bruce Evans and Robbie
Stratton (Impressive hitting), Jose
Lora (2-for-3, clutch 2 RBI 1B). Tap
House - Brian Latham (4-for-4), Ron
Patterson (3 hits, HR), Kevin

Robinson (HR), Shawn Smith, and
Mark Grossman (2 hits each).
Linda’s Driftwood 8, Suspenders 7

Linda’s plated 3 in the final frame.
Deegan Roofing 19, FutonWorld
13

Deegan - James Nardello (4 hits,
2B, HR), Nelson Santiago, Doug
Fischer and Kevin Woodring (3 hits
each). FutonWorld - John Miller and
Dave Wayman (both 4-for-5), Pete
Corvelli and Tom Rena (3 hits each).
Linwood Tap 24, Contact Lens 9

Linwood - Dave Dudas (solid pitch-
ing, 3 hits), Brian Latham and Bill
Sharkey (4 hits), Mark Grossman (3
doubles, HR), Ronnie Patterson,
Slope Rzewuski (2 BB), Tim Mulhall,
Rich Sergeant, Paul Cassidy, Kevin
Robinson and Shawn Smith each with
2 hits.
Douglas VW 24, Rocky’s Bar 11

Douglas - 35 hits, Billy Buteau (5
hits, 2 3Bs, 2B), Farlan Alusik (5
hits), Pat Mooney, Mike Shriner,
Harold Zayas (all with 4 hits), Eddie
Rodriguez and Joe Caliguari (3 hits),
defensive prowess of Mike Hoffman,
Al Genova and Dean Battaglia.
Rocky’s - Matt Walsh and Dave
Grandmaison (3 hits each), Bill
Hillyer, Pete Abene, Dave Martorano,
Jerry Isolda and Dave Kirsch (each
with 2 hits).
Garwood Metal 26, AJ Jersey 15

Garwood - Don Montefusco and
Greg Hartnett (4 hits apiece), Carey
Durrett, Rich Polonitza, Rory
Caldwell and Tom DeRocco (3 hits
apiece).
Suspenders 25, Futon World 24

Suspenders 35 hits - Brad Steele (2-
run walk off HR, 4-for-5, 2 dingers),
Tony Taddeo and Carl Brennan (4-for-
4). Futon’s - John Miller (5 hits), Lenny
Santolo (4 hits), Anthony Muzzicato
and Mike Jones (3 hits each).
All Pipes 22, Sonia’s BCE 7

All Pipes - Chris Morrison (4 hits),
Alan Dente (HR, 5RBI), Matt
Hoynowski (HR, 4RBI), Mike
Parkhill (HR, 4RBI), Chris Jones,
Mario Fastiggi (3RBI) and Dennis
Maluchnik with 3 hits apiece. Sonia’s
- Lou Soto (HR), Al Colon (3B),
Diego Elliot (2 doubles), Jose Cortez
(3 hits).
Deegan Roofing 16, Jun’s Pro 13

Deegan - Pitcher Peter Appolito (3
hits, 3 RBI), Charlie Collins, James
Nardello, Nick Russo and Joe
Sheridan (3 hits each). Jun’s - Bruce
Evans (2-for-3, vacuum at first), the
two Pete’s – Costello and Matarazzo,
Dave Eckert and Rob Stratton (2-for-
3), Nick Mennona (4-for-4). Tom
Ulichny (3-for4, over the shoulder
catches).
Cranford VFW 11, Linda’s 2 10

Joe Mascali (game-winning single
through a drawn in infield), Chris
Kaminksi (HR) and John Fiore (3 hits
each), Juan Moreno and Jerry Veglia
(nifty up the middle defense) led the
VFW.

60+ A DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Renda Roads 8 0
Linwood II 7 1
Liberty Lighting Group 4 4
Linwood TapHouse 2 3 5
Cranford VFW 1 7

60+ B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Awnings Galore 7 1
Kenilworth VFW 5 3
Yogi’s Boys 3 5
NJ Governmental Services 2 6
DeBellis Associates 0 8

Linwood II 17, Liberty Lighting 15
Lou Balestriere (3B, 1B), Pat Nigro

(2 hits). Linwood - Pat Mooney and
Bill Buteau (both 3-for-3), Al Genova,
Steve Miscia, Ralph Genova and
Glenn Sytko (key hits), pitcher Bill
“The Judge” Daniel (2 great plays).
Renda Roads 18, Linwood 2 1

Renda - 31 hits, Bill D’Amico (lead-
off HR, 4-4), Don Fischer, Tim Walsh
(great defense) and Dennis Watson
(all 3-3), Tom Straniero and Bernie
Maguire (also 3 hits), Gary Pence
(winning pitcher).
Cranford VFW 27, NJ Govt. Ser-
vices 16

Cranford - 32 hits, George Merlo
(4-5, 3R, 2RBI), pitcher Dave
Rothenberg (5-5, HR, 4RBI) and Dave
Woodruff (4-5, 2R), Gary Schaller
(bases loaded 3B, 5 RBI, 4 runs),
Charlie Wischusen (3-for-3, 2 runs, 4
RBI), Bill Early and Marty Joyce
(triples and accounted for 7 runs and
3 RBI).

Gov’t Men - Steve Falco (4 hits);
Keith McDede, Mike Kelly, Anthony
Abbaleo and Bill Moore (3 hits).
Awnings 5, Kenilworth VFW 1

Bill Vanderstreet (lone Kenilworth
run with a HR). Pitching duel be-
tween George Brokaw of VFW and
Tom Pasko of Awnings. Awnings
Galore - Paul Newton and Rich Traub

(3B) were both 2-2, Danny Mendoza,
Bruce Crawford, Rich Polonitza and
Johnnie Jordan each singled.
Yogi’s Boys 22, DeBellis 15

Yogi’s Boys were led by Ken Hop-
per and Tony “Hit Man” Zarvos (3
hits each).
Renda Roads 21, Cranford VFW2 5

Renda - Bill D’Amico (3-3, HR),
Tom Baldowski, Tom Straniero,
Bernie Maguire, Dan DiFedele, Joe
DiFabio, Sal Martino, Dennis Watson
(all perfect at the plate), Don Fischer
(winning pitcher). Cranford - Bill
Early (3-3, 2R) and Gary Schaller (2-
2, 3RBI), Marty Joyce (2B, 2 runs, 2-
for-3), Dave Woodruff’ (RBI sac fly).
Linwood II 15, Kenilworth VFW 11

Linwood scored 6 times in top of
7th inning - Bill Daniel singled, Bob
Glassman (2-run HR to tie score0,
consecutive hits from Chris Paterek,
Mike Jones and John Amato loaded
the bases, Al Genova (clear them with
a grand slam HR). Right fielder Glenn
Sytko (long over the shoulder catch).
VFW - Ron Kulik, Carey Durrett
(couple of outstanding catches), Chris
Kaminski, Don Montefusco and Bob
D’Meo all with 2 hits.
NJ Govt. Services 20, DeBellis 10

N.J. Gov’t Services - Doc Henley
Black (4-for-4), Steve Falco, Rich
Conklin, Keith McDede and James
Massarelli (each 3 hits), Joe Brown,
Mike Kelly, Bill Moore, Tom
Connolly and Teo Fernandez (2 hits
each).
Awnings 26, Yogi’s Boys 16

Awnings Galore - 30 hits - 4-4
performances by Danny Mendoza (2-
2B), and Rich Polonitza (2-2Bs), and
3 hits apiece by Paul Newton, Rich
Traub (3B), Frank Green and Bobby
Lorincz.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Results:

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Results:

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR VIRTUAL
HEARING, In compliance with the New
Jersey Municipal Land Use Law, the Gen-
eral Ordinances of the Town of Westfield
and the Rules and Regulations of the Town-
ship of Westfield Board of Adjustment, and
in order to comply with the Executive Or-
ders signed by Governor Murphy and in an
effort to follow best practices recommended
by the Untied States Center for Disease
Control (CDC), PLEASE TAKE NOTICE,
that The Board of Adjustment of the
Town of Westfield, New Jersey will hold
a virtual meeting on June 14, 2021, at
7:30 pm to hear and consider the following
appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Timothy and Melissa Fern, 450
Beechwood Place. 3/17/2021. Applicant
is seeking approval to remove an existing
deck and construct a two-story addition
contrary to Section 12.04F of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires maximum
coverage by buildings and above grade
structures 20% but not above 3,600 square
feet. Proposed is 22.2%/2,122.6 square
feet. Application deemed completed
April 30, 2021. 120 day decision date is
August 28, 2021.

The public can join the meeting and
participate electronically or by phone by
accessing the following link http://bit.ly/
WFBOAMeeting.  Meeting Dial-In Infor-
mation Phone #: 470.381.2552 or
646.518.9805 Webinar ID: 602 589 976
and press # on your phone Passcode:
788726.  The application plans, and all
documents submitted in relation to the
application are on file in the office of the
Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey.  A digital copy is
available by contacting the acting Board
Secretary Lyndsay Knight at
zoning@westfieldnj.gov, or by viewing the
documents on the Town of Westfield
website: https://www.westfieldnj.gov/.
Members of the public who have any ques-
tions,  comments, or concerns regarding
the remote meeting process, or who are
unable to access the plans digitally, should
contact the acting Board Secretary Lyndsay
Knight at (908) 789-4100, extension 4609,
or by email zoning@westfieldnj.gov.

Vincentsen & Blasi Architects, L.L.C.
552 Westfield Avenue, 2nd Floor

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908.232.2730

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $51.00

The Westfield Area Y Devilfish
swim team sent three swimmers to the
TYR 18U Spring Cup long course
meet in Richmond, Va. from April 29
to May 2. Clare Logan, Emily Con-
stable and Bridget Thomas repre-
sented the Devilfish and earned the
team 17th place out of 57 teams.

Constable made finals in both of
her events coming in 12th in both the
100-breast with a time of 1:15.96 and
the 200-breast with a time of 2:43.67.
Thomas swam both the 400-free with
a time of 4:38.02 and the 1500-free
where she came in 17th place with a

time of 18 .98.
The most impressive swim of the

weekend went to Logan who placed
1st in preliminaries in the 50-free
with a time of 25.75 which is an
Olympic Trials qualifying time. Over-
all Logan finished 4th in finals with a
still impressive 25.92. In addition,
she also made finals in her two other
events coming in 5th in the 100-back
with a time of 1:04.03 and 3rd in the
100-free with a time of 56.92.

The Olympic Trials Qualifying
Wave 1 meet will be taking place in
Omaha, Neb. from June 4-7.

OLYMPIC TRIALS QUALIFIER...Westfield Devilfish Clare Logan qualified
for the Olympic Trials by placing first in the 50-free prelims with a time of 25.77

Logan Gets Olympic Trials
Qualifying Cut in 50M Free

The Gophers of the Girls Softball
League of Westfield jumped out to a
5-0 lead on the Hokies thanks to some
timely hitting by Lexi Paul who fin-
ished the day 2-for-3 with 2 RBI. The
Gophers rallied back in the top of the
4th with 5 runs thanks to key hits by
Angelina Tessitore and Brooke
Naznitsk.

The Gophers got two scoreless in-
nings from Mia Zbranak to start the
game. Talia Esposito came in to close
out the game while giving up only one
run in her two innings of pitching.

Defense was the name for Gophers as
Phoebe Klag helped turn a double
play in the first and then made a
pivotal force out at 2nd base to stop a
scoring threat later in the game. Lyla
Bird also had a heads up play at
shortstop ranging to her right to make
another force play at 3rd base.

Solid defensive plays by Sofia
Speronza and Bradie Donovan helped
keep the Hokies close and Donovan
added a key hit of her own as part of
a 4th inning rally to spark the Hokies
which ultimately fell short.

Blue Devils Shut Out
Rahway in UCT, 11-0
Emma Pietrewicz went 3-for-3 with

a double, an RBI and a run scored,
while Molly Stogner went 2-for-2 with
a walk, three RBI and two runs scored
as the 16-0 Westfield High School
softball team shut out Rahway, 11-0,
in the first round of the Union County
Tournament in Westfield on May 19.
Michaela Hobson was on the mound
for three innings and struck out six
while walking none. Sydnee Goulet
pitched two innings and struck out
four.

Hobson also had a triple, two RBI
and scored twice. Aden Brooks
doubled and had three RBI. Allie
Fernandez doubled, scored once and
had two RBI. Kalea Calugay doubled,
singled and scored twice. Emily Gor-
don singled once and scored twice.
Alivia Macaluso scored once.

Cougars Rout Pioneers, Summit
In Union County Tourney Softball

Union Farmers Walk
By Blue Devil Nine

The Union Farmers took advan-
tage of 17 walks and a hit batter to go
with 10 hits to outdistance the
Westfield Blue Devils, 20-10, on May
20. Chris Ho singled three times,
scored once and had three RBI for the
Blue Devils. Matt Melao doubled,
singled, scored twice and had an RBI.
Owen Callahan singled twice and
scored twice. Ian Gannaway singled
and scored once and had two RBI.
Jake Bencivenga doubled, scored
once and had an RBI. Chris Rizze
singled and scored once. Enzo
Mizerek singled, scored once and had
two RBI. Aidan Scheper doubled and
scored once. Jaden Edwards and Leo
Mangiamele each singled once.

High School Sport Shorts:

Maddy DeLong whacked a home
run, singled, scored three times and
had two RBI as the second-seeded
Cranford Cougars settled the New
Providence Pioneers, 11-1, in five
innings in the first round of the Union
County Tournament in Cranford on
May 19. Morrigan Gardiner tossed a
no hitter, walked six and struck out 12
Pioneers.

On May 21, Liz McCaffery had a
huge day at the plate going 4-for-5
with three RBI and four runs scored in
a 15-5, five-inning victory over sev-
enth-seeded Summit in the
quarterfinal round. Mia Markase had
three hits, which included a home run
and a double, while scoring twice and
added two RBI. Sophia DeMarco re-
corded eight strikeouts, while walk-
ing one, hitting a batter and allowing
six hits.

Against the Pioneers, McCaffery
singled, had two RBI, scored twice
and stole a base. Ava Manfra singled
and scored once. Emma Ingraham
scored twice as did Erin Zarzecki.
Gardiner doubled and had an RBI.
DeMarco singled and had three RBI.
Giulia Olear singled, scored once and
had an RBI.

Against the Hilltoppers, DeLong
singled twice, scored twice and had
two RBI. Olear singled twice, walked,
had five RBI and scored once. Manfra
singled twice and scored once.
Ingraham doubled and scored twice.
Emma Grace Pachkowski doubled,
singled, scored three times and had
two RBI. DeMarco singled and had
an RBI. Gardiner singled.

Summit Lax Girls Nip
Blue Devils, 6-5, in UCT

The No. 2 Summit Hilltoppers had
their work cut out for them but man-
aged to squeak out a 6-5 victory over
the Westfield Blue Devils on May 19
to advance to the Union County Tour-
nament championship game. LJ
Kehler scored two goals and had an
assist for the 8-5 Blue Devils, while
Avery Hoeft had two goals and two
assists. Sofia Della Rocco scored once
and Liz Healy had an assist. Goal-
keeper Mia Fleming made 12 saves.

Raiders Rap Pioneers
In UCT Lacrosse, 13-2
The third-seeded Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School boys lacrosse
team defeated the sixth-seeded New
Providence Pioneers, 13-2, in the
Union County quarterfinal round on
May 18. Chase Alber netted four goals
and Jake Monroy scored a goal and
had four assists for the Raiders, while
Mikey Kloepfer had two goals and
Brian Roessle put in three.

Giovanni Marra had a goal and two
assists. Sandro Frias had a goal and an
assist. Zach Harmer scored once,
while Alex Werkheimer, Tim Paprocki
and Matt Power each had an assist.
Ethan Filler won eight of 11 face-offs.

Raiders V-Ballers Rip
Roselle Catholic in UCT

The top-seeded, No. 4, 20-0
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys volleyball team eliminated the
Roselle Catholic Lions in the first
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment, 25-5, 25-7, on May 24.

Nathaniel Sta Rosa recorded eight
kills, four digs and 14 service points
with five aces. Nick Schmidt had 17
assists, a kill and 10 service points
with two aces. Tim Ennis recorded
four kills, five digs and five service
points with two aces. Zach Chung
scooped 10 digs and added two as-
sists and five service points with
three aces. Eamonn McGovern had
two service points with an ace. Jer-
emy Zimmerman had a kill, a dig
and three service points with a pair
of aces.

GSLW Gophers Hold Off Hokies 7-6

Softball Cougars Bounce
No. 8 St. Thomas Aquinas

Liz McCaffery went 4-for-4 with a
double, two runs scored and an RBI,
while Mia Markase whacked a home
run and had two RBI to lead the 16-5
Cranford High School softball team
to a 7-2 victory over previously unde-
feated No. 8 St. Thomas Aquinas (16-
1) on May 24.

Morrigan Gardiner went the dis-
tance on the mound and recorded
seven strikeouts, while allowing five
hits and one walk. Gardiner also
doubled, singled and had two RBI at
the plate. Sophia DeMarco singled,
scored once and had an RBI. Emma
Grace Pachkowski doubled and
scored once. Emma Ingraham
doubled, scored once and had an RBI.

Bears Stun Blue Devils
In UCT Quarters, 2-1
Colleen Hannon tossed a three-

hitter, while walking one and strik-
ing out three as the ninth-seeded
Brearley Bears softball team scored
twice in the top of the seventh in-
ning and held on to stun the top-
seeded Westfield Blue Devils, 2-1,
in Westfield on May 21. Blue Devil
pitcher Michaela Hobson allowed
three hits and three walks, while
striking out 10 batters.

Allie Fernandez singled and
scored the 16-1 Blue Devils’ only
run. Hobson singled, walked and
had an RBI. Emma Pietrewicz
singled. Cassidy Charles and Madi-
son Pierce both singled and scored
for the 14-1 Bears.

Baseball Cougars Tap
Eliz. Minutemen, 14-7
Lucca Limeira doubled, singled

twice, had five RBI and scored
once, while Jake Carter doubled,
singled, scored twice, stole three
bases and had two RBI as the 16-1
Cranford Cougars defeated Eliza-
beth, 14-7, on May 20. Marcus
Johnson singled twice, scored twice
and had an RBI.

Ryan Jaros singled, was hit-by-
a-pitch, walked once and scored
three times. Jack Conley doubled,
singled and had three RBI. Shane
Van Dam scored twice. Will
Gallagher scored twice, singled and
had an RBI. Shea Grady walked
three times and scored once. Don
Abrhamsen pitched four innings and
picked up the victory.

STANDINGS (MAY 22):
TEAM W   L
St. Anthony 2 0
St. Sebastian 2 0
St. Wolfgang 2 0
St. Francis 1 1
St. Ingatius 1 1
St. George 1 1
St. Joseph 0 2
St. Vincent 0 2

St. Anthony14, St. Ignatius 4
Captain Bobby Camisa’s St. An-

thony squad jumped out to 7-1 lead
after two innings. St. Anthony offen-
sive included Ross Alpert
(2B,3B,HR), Rob “Z”Zerafa (4-5,
3RBI) and Jimmy Devlin (4-5, 2RBI),
along with Mike Abram, Todd
Feinberg, Gerry Reipe, Bobby Camisa
and Karl Grossmann with multi-hits.
St. Ignatius under Bob McGuiness
was led by Floyd “Mr. Champion-
ship” Roberts (3-3), Pete Chemidlin,
Rick Cintron and Bryan Munoz (all
with multiple hits).
St. Wolfgang 10, St. Joseph 3

The Wolf Pack pushed across seven
runs in the fourth inning. Geoff
Dickstein, Dan Margolis, Donnie
“Baseball” Rinaldo (3-3) and Matt
“PePe” Marino strung together con-
secutive RBI hits. Jimmy Barba (4-4,

3B), Vinny Fumero and Tony “Pine-
apple” Perconte (3-3, 3RBI) each had
multiple hits. For St. Joe, Tom “Horse
Whisperer” Swales (4-4), Dave
“Chef” Merkel, Steve Pirella and Sal
Gano Jr all had multi-hits.
St. Sebastian 9, St. Francis 5

St. Sebastian outfielders John
“Greenie” Greenblatt and Andrew
Smyth saved several runs by cutting
off a couple “gappers” in left, while
Eric “Nails” Hastrup made a fine run-
ning catch late in the game to save an
RBI hit. St Sebastian totaled 21 hits.
Hastrup, Greenblatt, Mike McKenna
(3-4, 4RBI), David Eckert, Kevin
“Blindside” Coupe (3-4, 3RBI), Den-
nis Reilly and Lance Abramowitz all
collected multiple hits. Joe Lobrace
and Coady “Code Red” Brown each
collected multiple hits for St Francis.
St. George 10, St. Vincent 0

St. George southpaw Mike “Koz”
Kozlowski was a bulldog on the
mound, tossing a four-hitter.
Kozlowski, Tom Ulichny, Gus
Alvarez, Francis Vecchione, Russ
Voorhees and Lewis Blau had mul-
tiple hits. St. Vincent captain Keith
Karyczak smacked a double.

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Results:
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Grade 8
Distinguished High Honor Roll
Alana Andersen, Joshua Angel,

Gali Avni, Sophia Basaldua, Audrey
Bassolino, Evan Bauer, Sara Blake,
Isabella Blessington, Alexa Bloch,
Samuel Braun, Avery Brooks, Jolie
Bruder, William Cabral, Luca
Carollo, John Clark, Samuel Cohen,
Savannah Cohen, Liam Concannon,
Charlotte Cotroneo, Kaitlyn
D’Alessandro, Mahika Dang, Keira
Deignan, Quinlan Doherty, Jessica
Dong, Carson Donnelly, Erica
Donohue, Zachary Epp, Emma
Epstein, Enzo Ferrero, Michael
Fisher, Elle Foster, Lauren Furey,
James Furrer, Sophia Fussman,
Olivia Gaffney, Christopher Galella,
Garrett Gao, Emily Gasson, Aedan
Gayanilo, Micaela Gensler-Canale,
Nicole Gerckens, Ella Giacalone,
Eric Gilerson, Christian Gilford,
Chloe Golub, Daniel Gonzalez,
Amanda Goodman, Kate Guglielmo,
Addison Heuck, Jack Hill, Sarah
Hobbie, Leah Hoffman, Alyssa
Hourie, Mallory Hughes, Luka
Jansveld, Anna Jemison, Lyla Jenner,
Chloe Katz, Eshaan Khera, Sydney
Kim, Grace Koetje, Gracie
Koslowsky, Maya Koslowsky,
Gemma Lagatta, Alexandra Laguna,
Gabrielle Laitman, Madelyn Lee,
Kyra Lentzner, Alex Linsen, Char-
lotte Liu, Francesco LoGrippo, Ethan
Lung, Grace Malanowski, Amelia
Mamlet, Olivia Marino, Devin
Marotte, Alexa Marquet, Ignacio
Marro, Lila Martin, Nigel Martinez,
Paulina Maya, Luca McLaren, Maya
Mehta, Gabriella Mercado, Eliza-
beth Miles, Abigail Mokrzycki,
Sabrina Muller, Danae Murphy,
Shreyas Nair, Sydney O’Connor,
Archit Palit, Sofia Panora, Jake
Pardes, Gabriella Pardo, Sienna
Pastore, Andres Phillips Vazquez,
Tyler Pietrewicz, Brian Polito, Drew
Pravlik, Charles Prieto, Katherine
Purse, Claire Qin, Hannah Ramdath,
Jaslene Raphael, Ella Reed,
Samantha Rever, Livia Reyes, Si-
enna Schael, Oliver Schifando,
Phoebe Shapiro, Parth Sharma,
Sophia Silecchia, Tessa Srebnik,
Emma Sullivan, Alina Summer-
Brason, Madison Tacktikos, Olivia
Thornton, Sonya Velkov, Bianca
Vesuna, Owen Waibel, Jack Wallin,
Stephanie Wang, Riley Whitlock,
Jaden Wilkerson, Amanda Williams,
Brady Wilson, Jodi Wong, Sofia
Wood, Lois Wright, Alice Xi, Chloe
Yu, Matthew Zheng

Honor Roll
Avery Bell, Vince Edward Boado,

Luke Bracco, Ava Braddock, Tyler
Bradley, Benjamin Brodo, Logan
Cabral, Sebastian Cabrera, Lucas
Chalfant, Jody Chen, Sophia Conway,
Riley Cortes, Colin Coyle, Priscilla
Dayon, Natalie Debowski, Sophia
DiSarno, Olivia Disko, Emily
Drennan, Benjamin Duan, Gavin
Dwyer, Maria Dziekanska, Harrison
Earnst, Alexander Ebert, Jack
Elfstrum, Benjamin Epstein, Ethan
Epstein, Brody Esler, Garrett
Ferguson, Rachel Feuchtwanger,
Daniel Flores, James Foerst, Eden
Forbes, Marcella Gallo, Danny
Garcia, Corey Gilford, Jordan Hadel,
Shoshana Handwerker, Brody
Henderson, Henry Iannuzzi, Li Jiang,
Jumel Koonce, Matthew Kopolow,
Jacob Kovacs, Anna Kylish, Olivia
Lawrence, Emma Lederman, Aaron
Lox, Nikolas Lukis, Sebastian
Magherini, Dwayne Magno, Juliana
Martorina, Jack McDermott, Aidan
McKeon, Gavin McKeon, Jorge
Mendoza, Lincoln Meyers, Henry
Mockbee, Sara Molen, Liam Morris,
Brooke Morrison, Jacqueline Moser,
Owen Murphy, Tanis O’Marra-Chen,
Laura Oliveira, Ashlynn Pepe,

Laila Quallis, Alexis Ray, Max
Reissman, Aaliyah Reyes, Connor
Reynolds, Gisella Rittenhouse

Grade 7
Distinguished High Honor Roll
Leah Abrams, Lance Alexander,

Brady Andretta, Anya Ausiello, Lia
Barton, Hailey Beckerman, Sofia
Black, Carter Blatt, Emily Bracco,
Nicholas Brito, Elijah Brown, Vivian
Bryan, Christian Buonopane, Colin
Cabral, Alyssa Catalano, Owen
Cederqvist, Ethan Cha, Gillian
Cohen, Ava Contract, Michael
Cuomo, Deven Davies, Emelia
Dengler, Jacob Dickey, Sofia
Droskoski, Aubrey Dunham, Julian
Duval, Kayla Edelson, Lily Erneta,
Bella Fajardo, Emma Filipe, Andrea
Garcia, Douglas Gee, Simon
Gunzberg, Autumn Harper, Audrey
Hu, Manasvini Jairam, Julia
Janaczek, Timothy Jiao, Arianna
Kaban, Oliver Khan, Nicolas
Kowalak, Dylan Lagrimas, Annabel
Lang, Charlotte Lehman, Elliot
Lehman, Jared Lehner, Saige Levitt,
Annabel Lin, Audrey Lin, Liliana
Lincoln, Gemma LoGrippo, Megan
Logan, Benjamin Lyons, Sonya
Machat, Miron Manescu, Anna
Mangold, Chloe Martin, Flynn Mar-
tin, Grace Matus, Vasiliki Morey,
Liam Mulkeen, Tyler Naeseth, Sa-
rah Nissim, Meenakshi Oberoi, Kiran
Patel, Neeva Patel, Nikki Patel,
Stephen Paul, Greta Pinto, Mia Read,
Kayla Reyes, Kevin Reynders, Sa-
rah Richards, Camille Ripper, Alex
Rokhsar, Christian Ruiz, Alice
Schaefer, Claire Sewald, Alex Singer,
Madeleine Smith, Reid Snyder,
Rassa Sohrabi, William Song, Chloe
Spatz, Chloe Stadlin, Matthew
Swaminathan, Charlotte Thorburn,
Megan Warmington, Logan Welsh,
Madeline Yong, Anna Zadrozny,
Matias Zarate Gomez, Chloe Zeng,
Elliott Zhu

Honor Roll
Hannah Altman, Ijeoma Anyaele,

Lucas Aparicio, Griffin Bach, Connor
Bassolino, Samuel Beilis, Pravit
Bhatla, Olivia Black, Luca Blasi,
Emma Blaustein, Matthew Bonn,
Seamus Brown, Benjamin Bukiet-
Beker, Anthony Bulger, Jenny Butler,
Courtney Carew, Cooper Chororos,
Valentina Ciucci, Audrina Cohall,
Lilly Cole, Christopher De Pinto, Jo-
seph DiMattina, Oliver Dobek,
Josephine Duguid, Kylie Eglowitz,
Christopher Estrada, Erica Filipe,
Quinn Flor, Hana Forbes, Olivia
Frank, Jillian Gaffney, Araceli
Gayanilo, Kayla Genlot, Hannah
Gold, Sydney Herskowitz, Zoe
Hohlfeld, Sam Judka, Liam Kilbourn,
Katherine Lai, Mary Lane, Sophie
Lane, Alexander Lawrence, Jaiya
Leroy, Jonah Lichtenthal, Hannah
Linsen, Francesca Mani, Sophia
Mattielli, Dmitry Mauryshchau,
Declan McGorty, Matthew McKenna,
James Oligino, Sascha Oliveira,
Sophia Opryshko, Mila Payne, Lena
Peachman, Manuel Pinto, Benjamin
Rotter, Jake Russell, Elana Ryvkin,
Callie Schmidt, Jacqueline
Schuttevaer, Hanna Sclar, Eliot Sex-
ton, Reece Sharma, Sarina Sherman,
Dylan Singer, William Singer, Luke
Sluberski, John Soriero, Sarah Stavin,
Alaina Stewart, Victor Tang, Ansley
Tarleton, Olivia Tieri, Brody Toriello,
Luca Von Boch, Hope Walsh, Mel-
issa Weinberg, Sarah Weinberg,
Rachel Werner, Cecilia Wiggins, Ellie
Witten, Matthew Wong, Carrie Xu,
Erin Yang, Melody Yau, Ashley
Yenawine, Jake Zemsky

***
Editor’s Note: This honor roll was
printed in the May 20 edition, but
was erroneously identified as the

Westfield High School Third
Marking Period. We regret the error.

Honor Roll
Edison Intermediate School - 3rd Marking Period

Brought to you by
Kristen Lichtenthal at Coldwell Banker

908-956-5239    kristen.lichtenthal@cbmoves.com
www.kristenlichtenthal.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 05/20/2021
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of County Commis-
sioners has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding as an Professional
service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2021-407
AWARDED TO: Florio, Perrucci,

Steinhardt, Cappelli, Tipton & Taylor,
LLC, of New Providence, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: as Special Counsel to
the County of Union to provide services
related to the American Rescue Plan Act of
2021/Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal
Recovery Fund

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$50,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 05/20/2021
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of County Commis-
sioners has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding as an Professional
service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2021-406
amending (Resolution No. 2020-709)
AWARDED TO: Chasan Lamparello

Mallon & Campuzzo, P.C. of Secaucus,
New Jersey

SERVICES TO: for additional services
in the matter entitled Richard Trigo v.
Lyndsay Ruotolo, et als,

COSTS: in the additional amount not to
exceed $25,000.00 for a total contract
amount not to exceed $35,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 05/20/2021
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of County Commis-
sioners has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2021-395
amending (Resolution No. 2020-701)
AWARDED TO: SAGE Eldercare, Inc,

of Summit, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide information and

assistance to seniors (age 60 years and
older and or their caregiver)

PERIOD: April1, 2020-September 30,
2021

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:
$16,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 05/20/2021
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of County Commis-
sioners has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2021-394
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to provide Hospice & Home

Care services to frail persons 60 years of
age and older as a means to prevent
premature institutionalization through the
2021 Aging

PERIOD: January1, 2021-December 31,
2021

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed: $508,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 05/20/2021
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of County Commis-
sioners has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding as an Professional
service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2021-365
amending (Resolution No. 2021-41)
AWARDED TO: Atlantic Health Sys-

tems, Atlantic Medical Group
SERVICES TO: to provide Pre-Employ-

ment Medical Examinations, drug screen-
ing and other related medical services to
the Union County Sheriff’s Office

COSTS: in the additional amount not to
exceed $5,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 05/20/2021
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of County Commis-
sioners has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2021-366
AWARDED TO: Children’s Special-

ized Hospital, Mountainside, New Jer-
sey

SERVICES: for the provision of the Spe-
cial Child Case Management and Early
Intervention Program

PERIOD: January 1, 2021-December
31, 2021

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:
$50,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 05/20/2021
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of County Commis-
sioners has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding as an Professional
service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2021-385
AWARDED TO: French & Parello As-

sociates, Wall, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide Engineering

Design Services, Construction Adminis-
tration and Inspection Services for the
2022 Bridge Improvement Program for the
Union County of Union, New Jersey

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$121,685.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 05/20/2021
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of County Commis-
sioners has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding as an Professional
service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2021-383
AWARDED TO: Remington & Vernick

Engineers, Haddonfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide Engineering

Design Services, Construction Adminis-
tration and Inspection Services for the
Replacement of Plainfield Avenue Bridge
in the City of Rahway County of Union,
New Jersey

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$169,830.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 05/20/2021
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of County Commis-
sioners has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding as an Professional
service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2021-384
AWARDED TO: Remington & Vernick

Engineers, Haddonfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide Engineering

Design Services, Construction Adminis-
tration and Inspection Services for the
rehabilitation of the Trenton Avenue Bridge
in the City of Elizabeth County of Union,
New Jersey

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$218,295.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 05/20/2021
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of County Commis-
sioners has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2021-393
amending (Resolution No. 2020-590)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to provide activities, pro-

grams and services to promote long term
self-sufficiency including housing

PERIOD: May 1, 2020-June 30, 2021
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners

1 T - 05/27/21, The Leader Fee: $20.91

CLASSIFIEDS
Place a Classified Ad online at www.goleader.com/form/classified Brought to you by Trinitas Regional Medical Center

Community Calendar

NJ Greek Fest To Go Friday,
June 4 to Saturday, June 5, Holy
Trinity will be selling some of
your favorites like souvlaki, bak-
lava, and koulourakia will be avail-
able for takeout through online
ordering at 250 Gallows Hill Road
in Westfield. For more informa-
tion, please visit njgreekfest.com.

The Plainfield Symphony’s
2021 Garden Tour Saturday, June
5, 12 p.m. Enjoy musical perfor-
mances by Plainfield Symphony
Orchestra musicians and local art-
ists at select gardens throughout
the day. For more information or
to purchase tickets, please visit
plainfieldsymphony.org.

Cranford's Centennial Village
Group’s Annual 5k Race Sun-
day, June 6, 9 a.m. starting at Lin-
coln School on Centennial Avenue,
and looping through Centennial
Village and Mohawk Park. The
top three male and female runners
overall will receive a prize and
medals, and awards will be given
to the top three males and females
in defined age groups. To sign up
or donate, please visit
r u n s i g n u p . c o m / R a c e / N J /
C r a n f o r d /
TheCentennialVillageVelocity5k.

"The Cat Men of Gotham:
Tales of Feline Friendship in Old
New York" Wednesday, June 9, 7
p.m. Join the Scotch Plains Public
Library for a special virtual pro-
gram with Peggy Gavan, author of

"The Cat Men of Gotham". Gavan
will leave you with a new appre-
ciation for Old New York and the
people and animals who made it
their home. This program is cer-
tain to appeal to cat fanciers and
history fans alike. To register,
please visit scotlib.org.

Wine & Cheese Networking
Evening Thursday, June 10, 6 p.m.
at Echo Lake Country Club, 515
Springfield Avenue, Westfield.
Join the GWACC for a summer
evening networking with business
colleagues and acquaintances.
Contact Gene Jannotti at
gene@gwaccnj.com or (908) 233-
3021.

Virtual Wine Tasting Friday,
June 11, 7:30 p.m. Join the Center
for Hope to help support their mis-
sion of providing terminally ill
patients with the natural, humane
care known as hospice and their
families or loved ones with physi-
cal, emotional, and spiritual sup-
port during their time of need. To
register, visit cfhh.org, text WINE
to 80888, or call (908) 889-7780.

A Doll's House, Part 2 Friday,
June 11 through Sunday, June 13.
Live theatre returns to the
Crandford Dramatic Club theatre
located at 78 Winans Avenue. To
purchase tickets, please visit
cdctheatre.org.

***
Submit events at

www.goleader.com/calendar

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. 844-256-6577

MISCELLANEOUS

Deliver your message to nearly a
million readers! Place a 2x2 Dis-
play Ad in NJ weekly newspapers.
Call Peggy Arbitell at 609-406-
0600 ext. 14 for more information.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ATTENTION BUSINESS
OWNERS:  Do you want to reach
nearly a million readers? Place
your 25-word classified ad in over
90 newspapers throughout NJ for
$560. Contact Peggy Arbitell 609-
359-7381 or visit www.njpa.org

PUBLIC NOTICES

Keeping an eye on your govern-
ments?  Manually search the site
or register to receive email notifi-
cations and/or save your searches.
It’s a free public service provided
by NJ Press Association at
www.njpublicnotices.com

MISCELLANEOUS

DIRECTV - Watch your favorite
live sports, news and entertain-
ment anywhere. More top premium
channels than DISH. Restrictions
apply. Call IVS - 1-855-548-7957

GARAGE SALE

19 Glenwood Rd, Fanwood
Sat, May 29 & Sun, May 30

9:00AM - 2:00PM
Household Items, Lamps,
Housewares, Cleaning Supplies

OFFICES FOR RENT

WESTFIELD PRIME LOCATION
PROF BUILDING. PRIVATE
2NDFL OFFICES W/RECEPTION
RM, PARKING, A/C, SIGNAGE.
PERFECT FOR THERAPISTS,
ATTORNEYS, ARCHITECTS,
ETC. 131 S. EUCLID AVE,
WESTFIELD 908-654-6262.
Instagram: @131SOUTHEUCLID

TOWN-WIDE YARD SALE
Saturday, June 12th
& Sunday, June 13th
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Rain or Shine
For Shoppers: A list of
participating households will be
available at Borough Hall, 403
South Avenue, and at
Garwood.org under Public Notices

Garwood Residents:
To participate email:

Kathleen@garwood.org
Or call (908) 789-0710 to register

(No fee required to register)
  Registration must be received
by 12:00 noon on Thursday,
June 10th to participate in sale.

THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PHOTOGRAPHERS
WANTED

We are seeking freelance
photojournalists for multiple
assignments. Assignments
include local events, nature
photography, fire and police
emergencies and sporting
events. Please email resume
and photos to:
e d i t o r @ g o l e a d e r . c o m

SHAPE UP FOR SUMMER!

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR
SALE: Body By Jake FIRMFLEX
Total Body Trainer. Complete
WorkoutExercise Machine. Space
Saving Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height And Resistance.
Perfect For Home, Dorm Or Office.
No Assembly Required. $20.
Call Jeff (908) 232-4407.

REPORTERS  WANTED
We are seeking detail-oriented,
self-starting, disciplined jour-
nalists and communicators
with integrity; who have a pas-
sion for reporting the facts. An
individual who takes owner-
ship of their news stories/beat
and can work collaboratively
with other reporters and edi-
tors. Report, write, capture vi-
sual content, edit and produce
stories for multiple platforms
on deadline. Experience in
using social media for news
gathering and promotion a
plus. Please email resume and
clips to: press@goleader.com

Support Local Journalism!

goleader.com/subscriber

Honor Your

Loved One

Through An

Obituary

goleader.com/obits

Take Advantage of Us,

Promote Your Business

Display Ad Creation

Stand-Alone Inserts

Marketing Assistance

Website Banner Ads

Promotional Bulletins

Online-Only Supplements

Email Sponsorships

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/advertorial
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Live from Cranford Dramatic Club:
A Doll’s House 2, a Sequel of Sorts

SPFHS Repertory Theatre
Presents: The SpongeBob Musical

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Ah, live theatre is
back! Cranford Dramatic Club’s
choice of A Doll’s House 2 couldn’t
be better. Sequels – sometimes they
work, sometimes not. This one is a
beauty. The 2017 Tony-nominated
modernized sequel (of sorts) of
Ibsen’s classic work A Doll’s House
is incredibly interesting, witty, and
quite philosophical at times. From
an actor’s perspective, Lucas Hnath’s
sequel is a dream to perform. And
audiences as well as critics loved it
when it first opened on Broadway.
That’s why it was nominated for
seven Tony awards with Laurie
Metcalf walking away with the win.
Cranford Dramatic Club’s upcom-
ing live presentation will bring ful-
fillment for the director, and actors
as well as audiences on Friday and
Saturday, June 11 and 12 at 8 p.m.
and Sunday, June 13 at 3 p.m.

The best part of this sequel? You
don’t have to brush up on your Ibsen
to understand and enjoy this modern
work. The play itself answers a slew
of questions that Ibsen’s character
Nora leaves with the audience. When
she slams the door and leaves her
husband Torvald and their three chil-
dren, where does she go? What does
she do to support herself? What was
her mindset when she left? That was
more than a century ago when the
door slammed, and much of the world
was aghast at the impertinence of a
playwright who would suggest such
an ending. The original play ques-
tioned the conventional roles of both
women and men in a marriage in the
late 1800s. The modern version/se-
quel takes us into a period drawing-
room, and with period clothing, but
15 years after the slamming door.
That feminist character who walks
back into the room has lots to say
that is relevant in the 21st century.

It may look like a period piece, but
the language is modern – and not
suitable for children. This is a play
with such richness in issues and top-
ics, it needs to be discussed on the
way out of the theatre. In fact, in
speaking to The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times at an in-person, socially dis-
tanced interview at the Cranford Dra-
matic Club, director Sean E. Lough
talked of the multi-layered charac-
terization. “With the modern lan-
guage of the play, each character
gets to go toe-to-toe with Nora to let
her know how their life was changed
by her decision.” He explained that
“Everyone has a moment, everyone
makes choices. With ‘this is what
happens next with Nora’, the audi-
ence gets to go along that journey to
see where her choices led.”

Actress Lisa Barnette, who takes
the lead role, spoke of her character
in glowing terms. “My favorite things
about Nora are her strength and her
bold, take-no-prisoners attitude. She
is very direct, and she stands her
ground on what she believes.” She
continued, “The biggest challenge
in playing her is experiencing the
desperation that Nora must have felt
in leaving her children and her life.”

The actress shared, “I have to imag-
ine the despair she felt in looking
down a tunnel to doom that would
force her to make that decision to
leave. Today, we have more support
groups, shelters, and ways of getting
help for women who are abused or
feel they must leave a marriage, but
just before the 1900s, women didn’t
have options and often became pros-
titutes, or begged on the streets. The
man had all the power back then.”

Director Sean Lough spoke about
the fact that “each of the characters
has made choices- some based on
their feelings or circumstance, or in

reaction to Nora’s choice.” He contin-
ued, “We did a lot of table work (read-
ing and discussing characters’ back-
stories and motivation) before block-
ing the scenes at the theater.” He added
that the females in the cast gave him
insight and feedback as to what they
thought their character was thinking
and feeling. “It was a give and take
situation in those discussions,” he said.
So, the four actors have gotten a chance
to delve inside their characters to see
what makes them tick.

Thrilled to be back in the theater
itself is Lauri Macmillan, who plays
AnnMarie, the nanny. “I cried when
I walked into the theatre. It was like
coming home after being away for
years,” she wrote in a communica-
tion. Concerning her role and the
play itself, she said, “Three women,
the consequences of their choices
and the challenges they face. What
could be more relevant?” Specifi-
cally of her character she explained,
“Anne Marie is beautifully three–
dimensional: she struggles, she sac-
rifices, she nurtures, she carries on.
She would never have survived with-
out her strength of character.”

Of course, Ibsen’s A Doll’s House
was revolutionary at the time the
play was produced in 1897 and there
were protests and uproar about the
perceived “morality” of Nora. “The
beauty of the writing,” Mr. Lough
said about the sequel, “is that each
character gets to speak to Nora and

unload.” This is a mix of modern
language and historical relevance,
so it is filled with relatable issues of
marriage, communication, power,
and a host of other topics.

Kate Griggs, who plays Nora’s teen
daughter Emmy said, “Rehearsing for
a live show again is interesting, excit-
ing, and scary to figure out and adapt
to the new ways that we can interact
with each other and how that affects
everything, specifically the blocking.”
The 19-year-old who has performed
in shows at the 102-year-old Cranford
Dramatic Club since she was 14, said,
“I was drawn to this play specifically

because I love the theater and the
creative team working on this show.
What I love most about my character,
Emmy, is exploring the different as-
pects of her as a person and as a
reflection of the other three charac-
ters and how they relate.”

According to Mr. Lough, “The
characters take turns sharing their
versions of what could have, would
have, or should have happened, and
there is unexpected humor to be
found in the serious nature of the
subject matter. While this play is a
kind of deconstruction of the origi-
nal play, it also stands on its own as
we get to ask ourselves how much
we think life has changed for Nora,
and for women who see themselves
in her, in a world that continues to
have strong ideas about where she
belongs.” No need for knowledge of
the Ibsen forerunner to enjoy this
Tony-nominated play. Listen to the
knock on the door, and when it opens,
be ready for a witty, philosophical,
intriguing, emotionally intensive ex-
perience that will propel you to go for
coffee afterward to discuss the play.

For tickets, visit their website at
cdctheatre.org. Groups may purchase
tickets and be seated together, six
feet apart from other patrons. All
audience members are required to
be masked while at the theatre. The
theater is located at 78 Winans Av-
enue, Cranford, NJ 07016. Their re-
corded line is (908) 276-7611.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHAT'S NEXT FOR NORA?... Sean Lough, Cranford Dramatic Club's director
of the upcoming live performance of the Tony-nominated play,  A Doll's House 2,
gives notes to Kate Griggs, who plays Emmy (seated), and Lisa Barnette, who has
the lead role of Nora. For ticket information about the June 11, 12 and 13
performances at the theatre at 78 Winans Avenue in Cranford, visit its website at
cdctheatre.org or leave a message at (908) 276-7611.

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Repertory Theatre is proud
to present the New Jersey high school
premiere of the Broadway hit The
SpongeBob Musical.  Performances
will be held on Friday, June 4 at 5:30
p.m., Saturday, June 5 at 2 p.m. and
6:30 p.m., and Sunday, June 6 at 11
a.m. and 4 p.m.  All performances
will take place outdoors at the Perry
Tyson Football Stadium at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, located
at 667 Westfield Road, in Scotch
Plains.  A livestream option will be
available for the performance on Fri-
day, June 4.  Please visit
www.spfrep.com for more informa-
tion.

The SpongeBob Musical follows
our favorite eponymous yellow
sponge and his undersea friends —
like Patrick, Squidward, Sandy, and
Mr. Krabs — in the ocean floor town
of Bikini Bottom.  When their com-
munity suddenly faces an existential
threat, they soon learn the value of
working together during the most un-
certain of times.  When speaking to
Director Morgan Knight, he shared
“The SpongeBob Musical actually
touches on many themes which audi-
ences will find surprisingly relevant:
a community’s response to a disaster,
and the everyday acts of heroism that
get us through troubled times.  This is
a musical for right now.”

The entire community is invited to

THE SHOW MUST GO ON...This year, fifth graders at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison put a unique twist on their usual Greek Play project. In a typical
year, students choose from among four classic Greek stories on which to collabo-
rate in writing, directing and performing a play. However, last year, the students
went virtual right after the grueling work of writing scripts, and never got to
perform. This year’s fifth graders honored last year’s playwrights by performing
their scripts — full of witty jokes, dramatic moments, and even a bit of romance.
Featured stories included “Jason and the Golden Fleece,” “Theseus and the
Minotaur,” “Perseus and the Gorgon” and “The Trojan War.” Pictured, from left
to right, Ryan Zhao of Metuchen, Anna Zhang of Edison, Joy Patel of Iselin, Avery
Rosen of Westfield and Max Ziering of Scotch Plains prepare to take a bow after
their performance.

share in this comical and heartwarm-
ing production.  The SpongeBob Mu-
sical will be performed outdoors on a
concert stage designed for this pro-
duction.  When asked about this
unique performance setting, Assis-
tant Director Courtney Nemec re-
plied, “We’re so excited to put on a
live performance! It’s been so much
fun to rehearse outside in this beauti-
ful spring weather. We can’t wait for
the community to join us.”

The score of The SpongeBob Mu-
sical is unique for a modern musical.
Trey Shore, the Pit Orchestra Direc-
tor remarked, “SpongeBob is particu-
larly interesting because it employed
songwriters ranging the gamut from
John Legend to Aerosmith, yet de-
spite that it still manages to feel like
one cohesive musical whole.”  Cho-
reographer, Kara Drake, is excited
for the eclectic dance styles in
SpongeBob. “The choreography of
this show is fun and colorful, just like
the characters.  It has a little mix of
every style — hip hop, jazz, musical
theatre, and even tap...that’s what
makes it so exciting!”

The SpongeBob Musical involves
over 75 student actors, instrumen-
talists, stylists, and production crew
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
community. The cast and crew are
under the artful direction of Morgan
Knight (Director), Jan Allen (Musi-
cal Director, Producer), Ms. Nemec
(Assistant Director), Kara Drake

(Choreographer), Mr. Shore (Pit
Orchestra Director), Jeffrey Allen
(Set Designer), and Joanne Sprague
(Costume Designer). One of the big-
gest challenges for this year’s out-
door performance has been the so-
cial distancing protocols in place
due to Covid-19.  “Everything is
different this year,” says Ms. Allen,
the Musical Director and Producer.
“It definitely requires some adjust-
ments for the students vocally, but
we are very excited for the presenta-
tion.”  Safety for students, staff and
patrons is a top priority this year.
Audience seating will be arranged to
allow for social distancing between
parties and all patrons will be re-
quired to wear a mask.

 The ticket cost for The SpongeBob
Musical performances is $18 for stu-
dents and senior citizens, $20 for
adults.  The live streaming option is
$20 and will only be available for the
performance on Friday, June 4 at 5:30
p.m. Please visit spfrep.com for
livestream and ticketing information.
The Perry Tyson Field stadium is
wheelchair accessible.  Audience
members in need of wheelchair ac-
cessible seating, along with any se-
nior citizens who would like to use
their “Gold Card,” may contact
Victoria Fortna at
vfortna@gmail.com or call (908) 787-
7492 to make arrangements.  The
SpongeBob Musical is a rain or shine
event. In the event of heavy rain or
thunderstorms, a performance may
be paused, delayed, or cancelled.  All
tickets are non-refundable and non-
exchangeable, except in the event of
a show cancellation.

Mixing
With Zest

By HILLARY SHOPE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood  Times

Snickerdoodle
Skillet Cookie

This recipe was inspired by Joy
Bauer’s incredible ‘Skillet Peanut
Butter Chocolate Chip Cookie.’ It’s
seriously one of the most delicious
things I’ve ever tasted. In this cookie
recipe, I use a similar base to Joy’s,
but I transformed the recipe into one
of my favorite classic cookies: the
snickerdoodle! Feel
free to improvise de-
pending on what kind
of nut butters you pre-
fer, but I highly rec-
ommend incorporat-
ing the cookie butter.
It really helps achieve
that signature
snickerdoodle flavor.

I recommend stor-
ing leftover slices in
an airtight container.
Because this cookie
is pretty gooey, left-
overs tend to last a
day or two (if they
don’t get eaten before
then!) Enjoy!

Ingredients:
• 1/2 cup cookie

butter (I get this at Trader Joes)
• 1/2 cup smooth peanut butter
• 1/3 cup + 1 tablespoon maple

syrup
• 1 egg + 1 egg white
• 1 tablespoon vanilla extract
• 1/4 teaspoon almond extract
• 1/4 teaspoon cinnamon
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 1/4 cup oat flour (Joy notes that if

you don’t have oat flour, you can use
1 cup of oatmeal to make your own by

blending it in a food processor).
• 1 teaspoon brown sugar
Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees

Fahrenheit.
2. Grease your cast iron skillet.

(You can use butter, etc. but I used
canola oil spray).

3. Heat the cookie butter and pea-
nut butter in the cast iron skillet over
low heat. Mix well. Once it’s fully

combined, remove
from heat and let cool.

4. Whisk your
maple syrup, eggs,
vanilla extract and al-
mond extract in a me-
dium bowl.

5. Once your wet
ingredients are fully
mixed, add the cinna-
mon, salt and oat
flour. Whisk until
there are no clumps
of flour and the batter
seems relatively
smooth.

6. Pour the batter
into your cast iron
skillet and mix well
with the melted but-
ters. I find using a rub-

ber spatula works best for this step.
7. Sprinkle the brown sugar evenly

over the top.
8. Place the skillet in the oven and

bake for ~30 minutes or until a tooth-
pick comes out clean. You still want it
to be slightly gooey, so don’t worry if
there’s a few crumbs on the tooth-
pick. I recommend letting the cookie
cool for a few minutes so the slices
come out of the pan nicely but are still
warm. Enjoy!

Let us

celcelebrate

with you!

Share an

engagement,

anniversary,

wedding or

birthday with

the town!

goleader.com/wedding
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EDWARDS DOUBLES, SCORES WINNER ON BERGER’S HIT IN 10TH; MARTIN GRAND SLAM, 2-RUN HR

Brewster Earns 652nd in Tenth; Blue Devils Sting Raiders, 8-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN

For The Westfield Leader and The Times

“It Don’t Come Easy!” (Ringo
Starr - 1973). Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster had to en-
dure nearly three-and-a-half
hours of pure drama during the
Union County Tournament
quarterfinal game with Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on May 19 in
Westfield until Jaden Edwards
lashed a double to right field
then scored on Dylan Berger’s
game-winning single in the 10th
inning to deliver him with his

652nd career win with an 8-7
victory.

The significance of that victory
made Coach Brewster the all-
time winningest Union County
coach, surpassing Ray Korn of
Elizabeth. Interestingly, Coach
Brewster had to endure a battle
with the Raiders to get his 500th
victory then his 600th came with
a dramatic 1-0 win over the
Cranford Cougars.

Ironically win No. 500 was also
an 8-7, 10-inning classic against
the Raiders on April 3, 2012. The

Raiders had scored five runs in
the top of the 10th but the Blue
Devils came back with six when
Jon Gribbin rapped a two-run
double to seal the deal. (See
April 12, 2012 edition). Win No.
600 happened on April 27, 2017
on the new turf field in Cranford
during a 1-0 pitchers’ duel be-
tween Cougar Gordon Graceffo
and Blue Devil Corey Hiltz. The
difference was Matt LeCorte’s
double that scored Owen Kessler
who had singled. (See May 4,
2017 edition).

“It was 500 when Jonny Gribbin
had the winning hit and 600 was
the 1-0 game in Cranford,” Coach
Brewster recalled.

The victory may have, but not

really, overshadowed the re-
markable performance by Raider
Shawn Martin, who blasted a two-
run home run in the first inning
then hammered a two-out Grand
Slam over the deep right-
centerfield fence in the top of the
seventh to bring the Raiders to
within one run of the Blue Devils.
Then Chris Smith followed with a
solo homer over the leftfield fence
to knot the score and set up the
three additional innings of drama.

Most of the scoring came in
clumps and the first chunk came
in the top of the first inning when
Raider Ryan Jones (2-for-5, walk,
2 runs) hacked a single to right
field then Martin stepped to the
plate and yanked a two-out, two-
run homer over the right field
fence against starting pitcher
Holden Grantz.

The biggest chunk, however,
was the bottom of the inning and
it began with Enzo Mizerek’s
double to straightaway center.
Matt Melao followed with an RBI
double to center. Edwards (3-
for-4, walk) beat out a single
deep in the hole near short and
Jake Bencivenga was hit on the
back to load the bases. Melao
darted home on a wild pitch then
Berger’s chopping single would
bring home Edwards and
Bencivenga. Grantz ricocheted a
single off second base and Mike
McKenna (2-for-4, run) slashed
a single to right. Mizerek, who
would go 4-for-5, brought in the
sixth and seventh runs with a
single to right.

“My role on the team is to get
on base, steal bases and score

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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runs. That’s what I wanted to do
today and that’s what I did at the
plate. We all love Coach Brewster.
He’s done a great job with the
program and we wanted to be the
ones to give him that win today
and it’s the best place you could
do it with the walk-off in the
bottom of the 10th. Scotch Plains
played a great game and that
inning was just something out of
a movie. This game really showed
our resilience as a team. We are
well-coached and we fight no
matter what. No matter what kind
of storybook ending we need we
go out as a team,” Mizerek said.

Grantz got into a difficult situ-
ation in the second inning when
Lucas Mackey, Stefon Johnson
(2-for-3, walk, hit-by-pitch) and
Brendan Karyczak all tapped one-
out singles to load the bases but
Blue Devil shortstop Bencivenga
scooped Jones’ grounder and
flicked to second to initiate a 6-
4-3 double play. From that point

Grantz would settle down until
the seventh inning. In the mean-
time, Raider starter Joey DiQuollo
really settled down and tossed
four straight scoreless innings,
yielding only a single and a walk.
Matt Drubulis relieved in the sixth
and pitched the remainder of the
game.

The dramatic seventh inning
began with Johnson’s single over
second. Jones lined a one-out
single, Sean Kennedy struck out
and Dallas Lorenzetti was hit-by-
a-pitch to load the bases with
two outs. Martin dug in and
crushed his Grand Slam to give
the Raiders a ray of hope then
Smith knotted the score with his
solo blast.

Berger was called to the mound
from his first base position and
got the third out. Mizerek would
step to the mound with one out in
the eighth and finished the game
to pick up the victory.

“That’s kind of been what my

role’s been this year. I am not a
starter. I am a reliever and I like
coming in with a lot of pressure
on me. My approach is strikes. I
don’t blow it by people but I like
to keep people off-balance. To-
day I had an injured finger, so I
was just throwing curveball and
fastball only. It worked well,”
Mizerek explained.

In the fateful 10th, Edwards
led off with his double to right,
Bencivenga walked and Leo
Mangiamele lofted a long fly that
was hauled in at the leftfield
fence. Berger poked his single to
right and the celebrating began.

“That double felt great. I was
two-for-three (3-for-4) today and
my one out was a liner, so I felt
good at the plate. I ended up
going to right-center that last at-
bat. It worked out exactly as I

planned. That was awesome,”
Edwards expressed.

“Brew has been here for so
many years. To win it in this type
of game is just awesome. Feels
real special to be a part of it. I
was happy to be a part of it. My
mind set going out there was to
just get on base. I wasn’t think-
ing about the walk-off. I was
hoping for some body else to
drive me in but this is how it
worked out and I was glad I was
able to do it,” Berger explained.

Coach Brewster expressed, “It
was a great game! We thought it
was going to be over. Two outs
top of the seventh. They never
give up. They won their first round
game with a three-run homer in
the bottom of the seventh with
two strikes. It’s a great rivalry.
Seven of eight games decided by
one run between Westfield and
Scotch Plains. Every game this
year, 2-1, 4-3 and 8-7!”

“We had two outs, two strikes

and we were already getting the
banner ready to celebrate Brew’s
new win as the Union County
coach. From there, we handled
some adversity but we stuck
through it after a couple innings.
We are celebrating now,”
Edwards concluded.
SPF 200 000 500 0 7
Westfield 700 000 000 1 8

* Brewster Earns 652nd in Tenth; Blue Devils Sting Raiders, 8-7 *

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscriber
Probitas Verus Honos

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, May 27, 2021

goleader.com/ballyhoo

* Brewster Earns 652nd in Tenth; Blue Devils Sting Raiders, 8-7 *

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-4  Thursday, May 27, 2021

goleader.com/ballyhoo

* Brewster Earns 652nd in Tenth; Blue Devils Sting Raiders, 8-7 *



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, May 27, 2021

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Blue Devils Turn Up Volume; Jar Raiders in UCT Semifinal, 10-5

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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