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ONE DOLLAR

Lord & Taylor, Municipal Lots
Redevelopment Plans Move Forward

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council met for thelasttimein
2020 on Tuesday, at which time offi-
cialsdiscussed anew recycling ven-
dor, redevelopment plans and mul-
tiple end-of-the-year resolutions to
prepare for 2021.

Town Administrator Jm Gildea
made a recommendation at the start
of the meeting to accept a contract
with Grand Sanitation Servicefor the
curbside recycling program. The

council later in the meeting passed
threeresol utionsrelatedtotheaward-
ing of contracts.

The contract isfor the hauler only,
andthetownthendirectsthehaulerto
adisposal site of itschoice. The pre-
vious vendor decided not to bid for
the next year, Mr. Gildeasaid, so the
townhadtolook for anew group. The
town rejected two bids for cost rea-
sons, he said, but there still will bea
risein cost with the new vendor.

The program will still be every-
other-week pickup for 1s, 2s, paper

Health Bd. Reviews Vaccine,
Funding, School Shutdowns

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — As expected, the
vast mgjority of themonthly Westfield
Board of Heath meeting revolved
aroundtheCovid-19 pandemicandthe
steep risein cases seen throughout the
state in the past few weeks. The board
discussed updatesrelated to the much-
anticipated vaccine distribution, fund-
ing and schools.

Health Officer MeganAvalonesaid
that the Westfield Regional Health
Department isdoing “ nothing but dis-
ease investigation,” and that Novem-
ber “was, by far, theworst month yet.”
In November aone, the department
cleared 983 Covid cases, or 27 percent
of thetotal casesithasseenintheentire
pandemic.

Ms. Avdlone said thediseaseinves-
tigations are taking “an extraordinary
amount of time.” The investigations
involve reaching out to residents with
positive casesto ask for symptoms, to
givequarantineand isolationinforma:
tion and to find close contacts. Then,
thecounty contact-tracer programcon-
tactsthose close contacts. Inthebegin-

ning of the pandemic, the department
was doing contact tracing on top of
diseaseinvestigations.

“I"'mhopingthat Decemberisalittle
morequiet, but it doesn’'t seemlikely,”
Ms. Avallone said.

Shesaidthedepartmentisstruggling
to keep up with its statutory require-
ments unrelated to the pandemic, in-
cluding running child-hedth clinics,
completing restaurant inspections, do-
ing lead investigations and addressing
complaintsfrom residents.

Ms. Avalone spoke on what the
department’srole, or lack thereof, will
be in the vaccination process.

She said that, as of now, “disease
investigation is going to continue
throughout thespringuntil thesummer,
andwe reredly findingit difficult just
to do that. To layer on the biggest
vaccination campaign that we' ve seen
inour lifetimeontopof that, it'sjust not
redigtic.”

So, shecontinued, theregiona health
department did not enroll to beavacci-
nation provider as “there's just not
enough bodiesor not enoughtime” for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Cranford Board Denies
Dunkin’ Drive-Thru

By ALEXANDRA LEBOVITZ
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — After multiple
hearings and much deliberation, the
CranfordBoard of Adjustment carried
amotiononMonday to deny Applica
tionNo. ZBA 19-020 made by NATC
Donuts Inc. to open aDunkin’ drive-
thrulocationat 49 SouthAvenue\West.

During the meeting, board mem-
bers were given the opportunity to
voicetheir opinionsontheapplication
after attending multiplehearings. Con-
cernsabout havingadrive-thrurestau-
rant located at the corner of South
Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard were
raised by various board members.
Members voiced their concerns over
the safety of having aleft turn out of
thesitedriveway onto South Avenue.
The applicant conceded to not allow
theleft turn during the hours between
theestablishment’ sopeningand noon,
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but this did not eliminate the board's
concerns.

The board members aso voiced
concernsover theimpact thebusiness
would have on traffic. Various board
members said that the opening of a
Dunkin’ would cause additiona traf-
ficon SouthAvenue, whichwasnoted
tobean aready congested street. Sec-
retary Dan Aschenbach said, “ Thein-
tensity that will comejust complicates
what is existing.” Concern over the
stacking and queuing of thedrive-thru
also wasraised. Thetraffic expert for
Dunkin’ saidthat 13 carscouldoccupy
thespace. Board member JustinQuinn
said, “| am concerned over where ex-
actly the spillover isgoing to go.” He
said the potential spillover would add
tocongestionand could possibly block
theintersection. Thisconcernwasech-
oed by Alternate No. 2 Shaun Rees,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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and cardboard, and it will still be
single-stream. Withthenew vendoris
anew schedulefor pickup. Instead of
four collection zones for recycling,
the town will have 10 zones. Resi-
dents should expect their pickup day
to change and can check the town
websitefor thenew zonesinthecom-
ing weeks.

The council passed aresolution to
approveaconditional designationand
interim-cost agreement with
Streetworks Westfield LLC. Mayor
Shelley Brindleexplainedinher open-
ing remarksthat theresolution desig-
nates Streetworks, asubsidiary of the
Hudson’sBay Company (whichowns
the Lord & Taylor properties), to be
the developer of the Lord & Taylor
properties, the South Avenue and
North Avenuetrain station municipal
parking lots and municipal Lot 7,
which isacross from the post office.

“Rather than operateindependently
of thetown’sinput to decide the best
use of their property — something
they wouldbewithintheir rightstodo
— they understand that our successis
their success, and asour largest down-
town property owner, our futuresare
intertwined,” Mayor Brindle said.

With this resolution, Streetworks
hasthe power to present plansfor the
properties, using input from the pub-
lic and guided by the Master Plan, to
the town. Mayor Brindle said these
plans should be ready by mid-2021.
The town can then choose to adopt
the plans or not, but Mayor Brindle
emphasized the town will have no
obligationto do so. Streetworks' des-
ignationwill expireat theend of next
year with the option for a renewal
process if warranted. The resolution
alsoallowsthetowntobereimbursed
for the related development, plan-
ning and legal costs to date and for
Streetworks to incur the costs going
forward.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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BREAKING THE ICE...Bob Johnson of Decorative Flairs creates a Santa ice sculpture on Quimby Street in downtown
Westfield this past Sunday. The event was sponsor ed by the Downtown Westfield Cor poration.

Mental Health at Forefront of
Board of Education Meeting

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD — Superintendent
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., and the
district’s director of counseling,
Maureen M azzarese, on Tuesday pre-
sented the board of education with a
video featuring counselors and stu-
dents discussing the importance of
mental health, especialy in the new
educational paradigm.
Thecounselors' “primary goal was
to stay as connected as we can” to
students, said Ms. Mazzarese. Coun-
selors are popping in on virtua

anning Board OK's

Historic Home Application

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Plan-
ning Board members heard three ap-
plications during their nearly four-
hour-long M onday meeting. Michael
La Place acted as chairman for the
meeting in place of Robert Newell,
who died November 24. The board
observedamoment of silenceinhonor
of the late chairman, who served on
theplanning board for 30 yearswhile
also having been a member of other
municipal entities.

Town Planner Don Sammet gave
an update on the master plan before
the board heard the evening's appli-
cations. According to Mr. Sammet,
themaster planis* progressingnicely”
and is on track to be completed by
April 1. He said the board will re-
celve a January status update that
may call for a special meeting.

Thefirstapplicationtheboard heard
was carried from the November 2
meeting and generated al ot of excite-
ment from Mayor Shelley Brindle as
well astheHistoric Preservation Com-
mission (HPC).

Property owner Ken Abraham’s
applicationfor twolotslocated at 923
Central Avenue had previously gone
to the board for a* proposed two-lot
subdivision that would have called
forthedemolitionof anexistinghome
on the property,” Mr. Sammet sum-
marized. The house, however, dem-
onstrated historic character, and the
proceedings were adjourned. The
HPC found the house had been built
approximately inthemid-1700s. With
input from the HPC, Mr. Abraham
adjusted his application to the one
presented at Monday’s meeting.

Theapplication proposesto subdi-
vide the property but now retain the
existing home on proposed lot 32.02
andtobuildanew single-family home

209 Central Avenue

908.233.5555

Westfield, NJ 07090

onlot32.01. Theapplicationincluded
11 requested variances, including
exceptions to the minimum lot area,
minimum | ot width, maximum build-
ing coverage and maximum front-
yard coverage.

“You're going to have to consider
thisapplicationasawhole. Youcan't
splitit up and argue about coverage,”
professional planner imWatsonsaid.
“Thiswholethingisdriven by saving
thisbuilding and creatingthelotsthat
work with the Historic Preservation
Committee (HPC).”

Mr. Abraham said he has lived in
Westfield for 10 years and did not
realize the age of his home. He said
that, “if everything getsapproved, I'd
have no problem whatsoever” desig-
nating the home as historic. “I
wouldn’t bedoing all thisif | wasn’t
going to,” he said. “I likeit, and ...
(I'd) lovedtosaveit andkeepit going
for another 300 years.”

Mayor Brindlesaidtheapplication
was proof that the new historic pres-
ervation ordinance, General Ordi-
nanceNo. 2183, could produce* good
workingcollaborations’ betweenresi-
dents and the town. Members of the
HPC al socommented during thepub-
lic portion of thehearingto givetheir
support to the project and to Mr.
Abraham.

Theapplicationwasapprovedwith
various conditions. Mr. Abraham
needs to apply for historic preserva-
tionfor theexisting home. The appli-
cation needs to be approved by the
treepreservation commissionaswell
as the county planning board. The
HPC needs to formally approve the
demoalition of the existing structures
on the property. The site plan sub-
committeemust review thematerials
for the construction, and the builders
must makeafew modificationstothe

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

classes, making phone calls, hosting
one-on-one and group teletherapy
sessions with students, leading vir-
tual lessons on resiliency and hope
and meeting students for walks on
school grounds when hybrid models
areinsession. Thereasoisavirtua
calming room and links to mental
health resources on the district
website.

While many students are finding
ways to cope with the new system,
Ms. Mazzarese acknowledged that
somestudentsarestruggling and that
counselors are doing their best to
identify those studentsand reach out.
Teachersmeet regularly withthecoun-
seling staff to alert themto any issues
with students, such asdropsin effort
or work quality. Ms. Mazzarese en-
couraged parentstoreachout toteach-
ers and counselors if their children
need emotional support.

The mental health of the staff also
isimportant, said Ms. Mazzarese.

Thestressand uncertainty of lifein
the Covid era“ definitely impactsthe
mental health of both children and
adults,” saidHeather Alvarez, aschool
psychologist for Roosevelt and
Edison Intermediate Schools.

Board President Peggy Oster asked
about advicefor parentsto help their
childrenduringthistime. Parentsand
guardianscanhelptheir childrencon-
tact a counselor by offering to make
thecall together, said Ms. M azzarese.

Shealsosuggested adultsmodel self-
care habits, such asmaking an effort
to get more sleep and by asking for
help themselves.

Ms. Mazzarese said sheisproud of
thework thecounseling staff hasdone
thus far, noting that counselors are
receiving hundreds of emails each
day. She also commended parents,
studentsandteachersfor their efforts.

Parent and former board of educa-
tion candidate Deborah Feldman-
Kahn suggested having the students
fill out questionnaires on a regular
basisto help counselorsidentify stu-
dents in need, acknowledging the
counselors are overextended.

The board has started to plan the
budget for the2021-2022 school year
by accepting the “guiding change’
document. This preliminary step in
the budget process identifies district
goals to be incorporated while also
outlining possible financial issues.
District BusinessAdministrator Dana
Sullivan said state aid will likely de-
crease next year as a result of the
state’s coronavirus-related financia
difficulties.

State aid also is dependent on en-
rollment, which has decreased this
year, said Ms. Sullivan, although she
said she believes thisis atemporary
change. Board member Brendan
Galligan said other townsmay havea
similarissue. Thisdecreaseinenroll-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

ICE, ICE, BABY ...Icesculpting takes placein downtown Westfield last Sunday.
Pictured isJimmy’sArtistic Creationswith a sculpturein front of the Westfield

train station.
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AMERICAN DREAM TATTOO...The official rlbbon C(l).lttlng takes place for

TATTOO

urtesy of Bob Zuckerm

American Dream Tattoo, with owners Paloma Yglesias, Oksana Weber and
Ronak Patel, Mayor Shelley Brindle, Councilwoman Dawn Mackey and Bob
Zuckerman, executivedirector of the Downtown Westfield Cor poration.

Health Board

them to take on additiona work. In-
stead, the department will support the
county’sdistribution system.

Thevaccinewill first bedistributed
to healthcare providers, public hedlth
workers and long-term-care workers
andresidents. Healthcareworkerswil|
receivetheir vaccinationsthroughtheir
employers and/or facilities. Private
companies, like CVSand Walgreens,
will vaccinatethelong-term-carework-
ersand residents, she said.

Once the first group, called 1A, is
fully vaccinated, “the pharmacieswill
play a large part in vaccinating the
genera public, which is wonderful,”
Ms. Avallone said.

Shesaidthat therewasnot yet adate
for public distribution of the vaccine.
She said the vaccine is “logistically
challenging” to distribute widely as
the brands that currently are ahead in
the process require ultra-cold storage
aswell as second doses. Thevaccina
tion information also needs to be put
into the state registry within 24 hours
of the first shot, so vaccinating the
eight millionstateresidentswill takea
lot of manpower.

Theboard discussed thelimitations
of the vaccine as well. Namely, “it's
protecting you, but you really need to
continue to protect others and help
your community,” board member Dr.
Lawrence Budnick said.

“The grestest problem | could seeis
people having afase sense of security
andstopwearingmasks whichiswrong,”
Dr.Budnick said.“ Peoplewoul dneedto
continueto wear masks, physicaly dis-
tance— keep the Six feet.”

Ms.Avallonesaidsheistellingresi-
dents who test positive for Covid-19
thesamething. Shesaid healthexperts
expect positive casesto retain immu-
nity for three months, generaly, but
she also has seen people get re-in-
fected with a different strain before
that time period isup.

In terms of funding, Ms. Avalone
saidthedepartment wasawarded fund-
ing from the state to hire avulnerable
populations outreach coordinator,
whichwill beafull-timepositionguar-
anteed for the next seven months. “We
aregettingafull year of fundingthat has
to be spent in seven months” Ms.
Avdlonesaid. Shenoted sheislooking
to hirefull-timeand part-timeemploy-
ees, or even multiple of both, as“there
iscertainly enough work to be done.”

Otherwise, shesaid, thereisnonew
federal money coming for the Covid-
19 public hedlth response. “Every-
body is hopeful that when the new
administration takes over in January
that we see more federal funding
passed,” she said.

Theboard al so discussed schoolsas
Westfield's public schools are closed

We'll Buy
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for two weeks after a surge in cases.
Ms. Avallone said she is “ constantly
looking at numbers’ withtheschools
nurses and Superintendent Margaret
Dolan, Ed.D., to seeif schools can be
opened. It is ultimately Dr. Dolan’'s
decisiontoopenor close, shereminded
the board.

Ms.Avdlonea soclarifiedthatwhile
she believes classrooms are “one of
the safest places for children,” state
guidance says that if there is activity
withinschool popul ationsthat disease
investigators cannot connect, schools
should consider shutting down. She
said“tryingtoconnectdotswhenwe' re
seeing dozens and dozens of school-
age kids— it'sredlly, redly difficult
when we don’t have the information.
We're not in the schools; we don’t
know al the activities.” She further
said she can tell if there are children
whoareinthesameclassroom, but she
cannot tell if the same children are
socializing outside of the classroom
without parentstelling her.

Ms. Avallone said that she did not
have the 2021 budget ready, as “No-
vember wasso, soinsane,” but that she
would havethe formal budget presen-
tation ready for January. She said she
reached out to the contract municipali-
tiesabout a3-percentincreasefor 2021
and has not heard negative feedback.

The Westfield Board of Hedth is
expectedtomeet againinJanuary 2021.

Dunkin’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

who said he haslooked at other drive-
thruDunkin’ locationsand hascounted
more than 13 carsin their queues.

The board was split on whether or
not to approve the application, which
Chairperson Ronald Marottanoted is
a rare occurrence. A motion to deny
theapplicationwasput forward by Mr.
Aschenbach and was seconded by
Vice-Chair Christine Daly. A motion
to approve the application was then
made by board member ChrisAshrafi
and was seconded by Alternate No. 1
ChrisSavino. The board voted for the
motion to deny the application first,
and only full board members were
eligible to vote. Five board members
voted to deny the application while
Mr. Ashrafi and Alternate Secretary
Kent Lucas voted to approve the ap-
plication. The motion to deny the ap-
plicationwascarried asit receivedthe
five votes needed.

Theboard thanked theapplicant for
its responsivenessto the board’s sug-
gestionsandfeedback. Thepublicalso
was thanked for their time and feed-
back.

Your Home

For Top Dollar
| and Never Tear It Down'

We are the Gerckens Family, lifelong area residents. We
love older homes and where others see “tear downs,” we
see “diamonds in the rough.” So we may pay more, and
not destroy—only enhance—your home after the sale.

We make fair, As-Is, Cash Offers. Do you prefer to
sell your home with No inspections, No decluttering,
No prep, No repairs? We only buy one at a time, so. . .

Call Our Agent Now!
Scott Gleason, Sales Assoc. RE/MAX Select 908-233-9292

CALL NOW or SAVE THIS AD!

Freeholder s Pass Ordinanceto
Update Laws, Admin. Codes

By MICHAEL P. CARVALHO
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freehol derspassed
an ordinance during its meeting last
Thursday to amend “the laws of
Union County: Administrative code
andpoliciesandgeneral legidation.”

Thisordinancehasfour partstoit.
The first part is to electronically
update and/or to reprint any body of
laws to change all gender-specific
pronounsto appropriategender neu-
tral pronouns.

Thiswill cover any occurrence of
gender-specificpronounssuchashis,
her, him, she, he, himself and her-
self. Any such word that can be
changed to atitle or other noun spe-
cific to the circumstance shall so be
changed.

In all other instances, the gender-
specific pronoun shall bechangedto
theappropriategender-inclusivepro-
noun, suchasthey, them, their, them-
selves and theirs.

Inadditiontothischangeof word-
ing, the name of the board itself will
change in each and every instance
within thewritten lawsto “Board of
County Commissioners.” Each cur-
rent freeholder will then be called
“county commissioner” or simply,
“commissioner.”

The board re-naming takes effect
Friday, January 1, 2021. “Thisisto
effectuate the new state law” to
changethe board’s name, according
to Union County Counsel Bruce
Bergen.

The second part of the new ordi-
nanceisapart of the administrative
code for the Department of Human
Services.

Within this department, the Divi-
sion of Outreach and Advocacy will
have updated functions and respon-
sibilities, including identifying and
assessing the needs of community
residents.

Other redefinitions are to imple-
ment effective marketing; improve
access to information and other re-
sourcesthrough outreach, advocacy,
referral and case management; iden-
tify areas in need of consumer and
legislative advocacy to improve ac-
cessto servicesand improvequality
of life for county residents; assess
social provision, workflow and effi-
ciency in an effort to improve con-
sumer satisfaction; and operate and
maintaintheDirector’sActionLine.

In addition, there will be a divi-
sion head and subdivisions, includ-
ing an Office of Human Services
Constituent Relations and an Office
of Analytics, Research and Evalua-
tion.

Mr. Bergen said during the meet-

Mental Health
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ment across towns may have some-
thing to dowith studentstransferring
to private schools during the Covid-
19pandemic. Mr. Galligan suggested
theboardtalk tostatelegislators. Ms.
Sullivansaid her professional organi-
zation, New Jersey Association of
School Business Officials, had dis-
cussed speaking to state representa-
tives as a possible option as well.
Board members Kent Diamond,
Brian Morrissey and Ms. Oster will
leavethe board at the end of the year
and were thanked for their serviceto
the community. All three outgoing
board memberscongratul ated newly-
electedmembersL eilaMorelli, Sonal
Patel and Sahar Aziz, and said the
district would be in good hands.
The next meeting of the board of
education will be the reorganization
meeting on Tuesday, January 5.

ing, “Thisisreally going to use ex-
isting resources and staff, but it is
goingto put themall together totake
careof looking at different statistics
to make sure that what the county is
doing is the most efficient way to
deliver services.”

The third part of the ordinanceis
for fiscal provisions regarding cen-
tral payroll and advance payment for
travel for county employees.

For central payroll, county em-
ployeesshall be paid semi-monthly,
on the 15th and 30th of each month.

Also authorized isthe payment of
advancesto county officersand em-
ployees toward their expenses for
authorized, official travel and re-
lated expenses.

Mr. Bergen explained that, “ these
arerules that are in effect per state
law, and wearejust puttingtheminto
our code to make sure that we com-
ply with state law.”

Thelast part of the ordinancecon-
cerns engineering and public works
fees. Thisisto increase the fees for
individual municipalities to be
charged when utilizing the County
of Union Compost Facility.

When an individual municipality
drops off un-compacted leaves for
composting at the Compost Facility,
the municipality will pay $4 per cu-
bic yard, instead of the previous $2
fee. The fee for compacted leaves
will be changed from $4 to $6 per
cubic yard.

“This facility is only used by the
municipalities. Itisashared service
offered by the county to the munici-
palities. The cost to the municipali-
ties, even with this increase, is far
lessthan what it would cost them on
the open market,” said Mr. Bergen.

Mr. Bergen concluded, “The idea
istokeep upthemoney cominginto
run the facility.”

Historic App.
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driveway plans.

Thenext applicant was Echo Lake
Country Club, 515 Springfield Av-
enue, which sought an allowance of
37.38feetforitsbuilding height, con-
trary to the 35-foot maximum in the
land-use ordinance. The extra room
wouldconceal equipment ontheroof,
architect Peter Bosciosaid. Theboard
acceptedtheapplicationaspresented.

Thelast applicationtheboard heard
was for Domenico Lettini of 2003
Grandview Avenue. The application
proposed aminor subdivisionandthe
construction of three new homesand
requestedfivevariances. Boardmem-
bersvoiced concernsover storm-wa-
ter management aswell asissueslike
increased parking and traffic.

“I realizeevery applicant that comes
before ussaysthe changeisnominal;
it's not that significant. But lots of
nominal changes equal a significant
impact, and we're dealing with all
those nominal changes that have ac-
crued over time in the community,”
Mayor Brindle said.

One issue a few board members
had concernedthelack of detail inthe
application for the proposed three
buildings. “ It would havebeen easier
to consider the variances had there
been afuller package — more deci-
sions made around how the proper-
tieswouldbedevel oped,” board mem-
ber Ross Goldstein said. “ The more
informationwehave, theeasieritisto
make the right decisions,” he noted.

The board voted unanimously to
deny the application as presented.

Oneapplicationwascarriedto Janu-
ary, and the meeting was adjourned.
Theboardwill next meet on Monday,
January 4, 2021.

THE LIBRARY IS CURBSIDE
SERVICE ONLY
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Hours:
Mon-Thurs 10:00 am - 6:30 pm
Friday & Saturday
10:00 am - 4:30 pm
Sunday 1:00 - 4:30 pm

PLACE "HOLDS” DURING THESE HOURS

Mon-Thurs 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Friday & Saturday 10:00 am - 4:30 pm

SEE WEBSITE FOR ALL INFORMATION!

The Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street 908.789.4090

www.wmlnj.org

www.facebook.com/wmlnj
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SHOP 'TIL YOU DROP...Residents shop at Penelope’'s Traveling Boutique
duringtheHoliday M arket at Droescher'sMill in Cranford thispast Sunday. The
event was sponsor ed by Alluem Y oga.

Cranford Board Recommends
First Aid Squad Rezoning

By ALEXANDRA LEBOVITZ
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD—Duringabrief meet-
ing, theCranford Planning Boardmade
a determination on December 2 that
Ordinance No. 2020-17 is consistent
with the township’s Master Plan and
favorably recommendedtheordinance
to the Cranford Township Committee.

Ordinance No. 2020-17 isan ordi-
nanceto amendthe Codeof theTown-
ship of Cranford, Chapter 225 Land
Development, torezone6 Centennial
Avenue — the site of the Cranford
First Aid Squad.

The First Aid Squad came before
thetownship committeeinearly 2020
and then again on October 13 to dis-
cussapossiblerenovationof itshead-
quarters. The site currently is zoned
as a residential district despite its
locationdowntown. Rezoningthesite
to a Downtown Business zone, as
proposed by the ordinance, would
eliminate the need for almost all of
the variance applications the First
Aid Squad would need in order to
renovate its headquarters.

The Master Plan consistency re-
view of theordinancewasreferred to
theboard by thetownship committee.
Board Attorney Jonathan Drill car-
ried out thereview and provided it to
the board. Nicholas Dickerson of
Maser Consultingfoundtheordinance

to be not inconsistent with the 2009
Master Plan in his consistency re-
view. He said the current zoning of
thesiteisodd asit isasingle-family
residence zone surrounded by non-
residential zones. He said there is
nothing in the Master Plan that says
why this zoning was done. Mr.
Dickerson looked beyond the 2009
Master Planto past Master Plansand
re-exams but found no indication in
any astowhy thesitewastargeted for
the current zoning.

“1 agreewith theassessment that is
made in the proposed ordinance that
points out that this seems to have
beenby mistake,” Mr. Dickersonsaid
about the site's current zoning to the
board. “It would be my opinion,” he
continued, “looking at the goals and
objectives of that 2009 Master Plan,
that it would not beinconsistent with
the Master Plan.”

Deputy Mayor Kathleen Miller
Prunty agreed that the proposed ordi-
nancewouldbecorrectinganerror.“|
feel confident stating that there was
nointent for thisto be zoned residen-
tial,” she said,

The board passed a motion deter-
mining that it had found Ordinance
No. 2020-17 not inconsistent with
the Master Plan and favorably rec-
ommendeditsadoptionwithall board
membersvoting in favor.

Redevelopment Advances

CouncilmanMark LoGripposaidhe
voted no on the resolution because he
was concerned about crowded schools
and overdevelopment. Mayor Brindle
clarified that no planshave been deter-
mined as to what will be built on the
properties. She dso said the school
boardwill beheard onthematter while
the plans are made aswell as after the
plans are presented.

Resident Kerry Murphy spoke dur-
ing the public-comment portion of the
meeting with concerns. Ms. Murphy
said she was concerned residents may
not realize what has been occurring
relating to redevelopment because of
the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.
“Giveneverythingthat'sgoingonright
now, is now the time to be doing that?
Can we not shelve it until we get past
thisredly difficult stage?’ she asked.

Mayor BrindlethankedMs. Murphy
for her concernsbut said that it wasnot
her experience that residents are un-
awareand that shedoesnot think rede-
velopment can wait specificaly be-
cause of the pandemic.

“The last thing we can afford to do,
economicaly, is sheve it and watch
more and more businesses close and
then spend our time figuring out what
we' regoingtodo,” Mayor Brindlesaid.
“Weneed to act with asense of urgency
that this pandemic hasthrown at us.”

The council aso passed three ordi-
nances a the meeting. Speciad Ordi-
nance No. 2220 authorizes a specid
emergency appropriation related to
coronavirus-associatedrevenueloss. The
ordinancedlowsthetowntopotentially
spread losses over a six-year period if
needed. However, CouncilwomanLinda
Habgood said that town finances are
“going quite wdll despite al the things
going on thisyear,” so the ordinanceis
moreof aprotectivemeasure. Everyone
but Councilman LoGrippo voted in fa-
vor of the ordinance.

Thecouncil unanimoudy passed Gen-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

erd Ordinance No. 2201 and No. 2202
aswdll. No. 2201 adjuststhetown code
toupdatetownjobtitlesandsdary ranges
gtarting January 1, 2021. No. 2202 adds
two more members from the public to
the Tree Preservation Commission. Ac-
cording to the ordinance, the commis-
sion “shdl assist the Planning Board or
the Board of Adjustment, as the case
may be, in an advisory capacity ontree
preservation and management matters
pertaining to the Town.”

Councilwoman Habgood practiced
her monologueskillsassheread over 30
resolutions for the finance policy com-
mittee. Many of the resolutions related
toend-of-the-year responsibilitiesof the
chief financia officer aswell asresolu-
tions to set the town up for 2021. The
town council and Mayor Brindle dso
approved the resolution to receivetheir
sdaries — $1 each — for 2020, d-
though Mayor Brindleassured the pub-
lic they do not cash their dollar.

The council also passed aresolution
insupport of New Jersey SenateBill No.
S-2964 and New Jersey Assembly Bill
A-4925. Thehills offer reform to make
it eesier for new restaurant owners to
obtainliquor licenses, somethingMayor
Brindle said has become more urgent
due to revenue loss related to the pan-
demic. She said licenses are so expen-
sive that new and young restaurateurs
losetheopportunity togetalicense. The
billsattempttoprotect expectedrevenue
losses from current license holders by
giving them a tax credit. The council
voted unanimoudy in favor of thereso-
[ution.

Mayor Brindleaso thanked Darielle
Waelsh of theplanning board and Recre-
ation Commission Chairman Gary Fox,
whobothservedat theirlast meetingson
Monday night. BothMs. Walshand Mr.
Fox served on their respective boards
for 13 yearsbefore stepping down.

The Westfield Town Council will
meet nexton Tuesday, January 12,2021.

Photo courtesy of Rachel Pater
SANTA VISITS MOUNTAINSIDE...Mountainside held a virtual tree lighting
this past Saturday. The Soundscape Singers Cabaret sang carols and the
Mountainside Fire Department escorted Santafor agreeting. Theevent waslive
streamed to Mountainside TV YouTube channel for all to enjoy.
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Welcome to Our Neighhorhood

Brought to you by

Susan Massa CRS
908-400-0778

Susan@susanmassa.com
www.NJhomeshowcase.com
188 EIm Street, Westfield NJ 07090
908-233-8502 x455

KELLERWILLIAMS

REALTY

26 Homes Sold Nov 29 — Dec 6, 2020 in Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield

TOWN ADDRESS STYLE RMS BRS BTH GAR SALE PRICE
Cranford S5A PARKWAY VLG TwnEndun 5 2 1.1 0 $270,625
Cranford 16 BALMIERE PKWY Colonial 8 3 1.1 1 $466,000
Cranford 6 SHETLAND DR SplitLev 8 3 2.1 2 $450,000
Cranford 424 MANOR AVE SplitLev 11 4 2.1 2 $806,000
Fanwood 131 KING ST CapeCod 8 4 2.0 1 $482,500
Fanwood 105 MIDWAY AVE Colonial 8 4 3.1 1 $644,000
Fanwood 133 RUSSELL RD Colonial 11 4 3.1 2 $875,000
Mountainside 1168 RIDGE DR SplitLev 10 5 2.1 2 $620,000
Scotch Plains 23 CANTERBURY DR SplitLev 8 3 2.1 1 $519,500
Scotch Plains 2227 CONCORD RD SplitLev 9 5 2.1 2 $649,900
Scotch Plains 944 RARITAN RD Colonial 12 4 3.1 2 $849,000
Scotch Plains 2335 LONGFELLOW AVE ~ Custom 10 5 3.2 2 $939,000
Westfield 334 LIVINGSTON ST Colonial 6 3 1.0 2 $385,000
Westfield 1037 RIPLEY AVE SplitLev 9 3 1.1 1 $560,000
Westfield 490 OTISCO DR SplitLev 9 4 2.1 2 $685,000
Westfield 47 UNAMI TER SplitLev 9 4 3.0 2 $699,000
Westfield 226 EDGEWOOD AVE Colonial 8 4 1.1 1 $748,000
Westfield 109 FRAZEE CT Colonial 9 4 2.1 2 $719,000
Westfield 321 GROVE ST EAST TwnEndUn 8 3 3.1 1 $745,000
Westfield 1015 COLUMBUS AVE Colonial 8 4 3.1 1 $795,000
Westfield 322 PARK ST Victrian 12 6 3.0 0 $825,000
Westfield 154 N EUCLID AVE Colonial 12 5 3.1 1 $890,000
Westfield 135 N EUCLID AVE Colonial 10 5 2.1 2 $965,267
Westfield 342 JOHN ST Colonial 9 4 2.1 2 $850,000
Westfield 619 FAIRFIELD CIR Colonial 11 5 4.1 2 $1,354,000
Westfield 1249 PROSPECT ST Colonial 21 7 7.1 3 $3,650,000

*Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield, NJ data according to the Garden
State MLS, as of 11/29/20 — 12/06/20 Featured properties may not have been listed or sold by the office/
agent presenting this data for more information on these or other real estate matters, contact Susan
Massa at 908-400-0778. Information deemed RELIABLE. Home is one of the most important and significant
purchases and sales you will make in your lifetime. It’s important to stay informed. If you are thinking
about a MOVE now is the time to prepare. CALL me, the time is now susan@susanmassa.com or

susanmassa2@gmail.com www.NJHomeShowcase.com www.Summitwestfieldhomes.com

Coles Sudents Provide
Lunchesto Thoseln Need

SCOTCH PLAINS — The JA.
Coles Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA), apart of theJ.A. Coles School
in Scotch Plains, continues its Shar-
ing Lunch Program despite the chal-
lenges posed by Covid-19. In No-
vember, Coles families made 93
lunches for people in need. These
lunches were donated to the Salva-
tion Army in Plainfield.

Each month, on adesignated day,
the children at Coles School (grades
Pre-K through 4) typically pack an
extrabrownbaglunchandbringitin
to“share.” Thisyear, collectionstake
place at volunteers homes. The
lunches collected are brought to the
SalvationArmy in Plainfield, where
they are given to patrons of the

LUNCHESWITH LOVE...Familiesof J.A. CIesSchooI in OtCh Plainssho

organization’s daily soup kitchen.
Bagged lunches are packed by stu-
dentsat Colesand maketheir way to
children only afew milesaway who
arehungry, tofamiliesthat arestrug-
gling, and to older people who have
aneed. Thisinitiative is part of the
Coles Kids Care program.

The Coles Kids Care program,
sponsored by the JA. Coles PTA,
continues to give back to those in
needinthelocal community through-
out the school year.

TheJ.A. ColesPTAisa501(c)(3)
non-profit, the mission of whichis
to enhance the educational experi-
ence of students and to support the
staff and parents at the J.A. Coles
School.

their support for disadvantaged arearesidents served by the Salvation Army in
Plainfield. Pictured, the D’ Alessandr o family loadstheir car with lunches.

App Design Competition
Open to Youngsters

AREA — STEM Mindset, ateen-
led, non-profit organization that pro-
videsfree STEM virtual activitiesfor
elementary- and middle-school
youngsters, has announced its app
design competition.

STEM Mindset haspartnered with
the Make It Happen Club to host its
#Happathon. The Happathon is de-
scribed by STEM Mindset as “a
simple and fun app design competi-
tion, which fosters youth to become

Pay Iribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/obits

interested in becoming digital cre-
ators. It can also be afun activity to
sharewith families.”

The app design competition en-
courages children from grades1to 8
to be creative and innovative. The
winning app design will be built and
released ontheApp Store. For guide-
linesand additional detailsregarding
the competition, visit STEM
Mindset’ swebsite, stemmindset.org/
app-competition. Entries are due by
Wednesday, January 6, 2021.

In addition to the #Happathon,
STEM Mindset hostsSTEM -oriented
free and virtual workshops designed
to introduce children ages 7 to 11 to
therealm of computer science. Infor-
mation on these workshops can be
found at stemmindset.org.

—

HOLIDAY HAPPINESS...Brownie Troop 40541

A, =
w2 =N

was among the Girl Scouts of

Cranford whorecently lent their timeand talentsto decor atingthetownship tree
and taking part in The Festival of Trees in conjunction with local businesses.
Troop membersare pictured above with thetree at Cake Artist Cafe.

Cranford Girl Scouts Help
To Bring Holiday Cheer

CRANFORD - The Girl Scouts
of Cranford hasadecades-longtra-
dition of crafting ornaments and
then gathering together the day af-
ter Thanksgiving to decorate the
township tree. In the midst of the
Covid-19 health crisis this year,
thetroopsand thetownship worked
together to take a new approach
that kept the tradition alive while
adhering to safety guidelines. The
troopsalso participatedin The Fes-
tival of Trees, anew initiative spon-
sored by the Cranford Downtown
Management Corporation (DMC).

“It showed our girls that in the
face of challenge and change, we
can adapt,” said Tara Giblin, one
of theco-leadersof Brownie Troop
40455, which helped organize the
event. “Our collective efforts con-
tinued that feeling of community
and togetherness, and that is the
most important thing.”

Troopswereassigned 15-minute
time slots to reduce the number of
peoplein Mayor’s Park at the cor-
ner of Springfield and North Union
Avenues across from the Cranford
Municipal Building. By the end of
the day, more than 400 Girl Scouts
had added their ornaments to the
tree. Thetree decorating and light-
ing is organized annually by the
Cranford Chamber of Commerce.
This year, the lighting portion of
theevent — which usually drawsa
large crowd — was only broadcast
on Channel 35 and online due to
safety concerns.

During The Festival of Trees,
shoppers can visit local merchants

who have decorated trees and vote
for their favorite. Girl Scouts of
Cranford partnered with 15 busi-
nesses to help them decorate. For
example, Cadette Troop 40013
worked with Adriano Nery, owner
of thenewly-opened Saporedi Italia
restaurant, on an AutismAwareness
themed tree, an initiative that is
closeto hisfamily’s heart.

“This has been a great experi-
ence,” said Mr. Nery. “I'm really
looking forward to seeing how the
girlsinterpreted thisidea. Raising
awareness of those with autism is
something we are committed to
whenever we can.”

The Festival of Trees will run
through Wednesday, December 30.
Girl Scoutsof Cranford creationsand
collaborationsmay beseenasfollows:
Junior Troop 40794 — Fire Me Up!
Studio; Ambassador Troop 40894 —
Strands Salon; Cadette Troop 40013
— Saporedi ltaliarestaurant; Brownie
Troop 40376 — VanillaBean Cream-
ery; Troop 40624 — HOME power
yoga; BrownieTroop40558— Reach
for The Stars therapy; Cadette Troop
40196— Mr. JsDeli; BrownieTroop
40541 — Cake Artist Cafe; Cadette
Troop40744—Vinny'sPizza& Pasta;
Ambassador Troop 40480 — Ambeli
Greek Taverna; Troop 40560 — Max
& Luna Baby And Kids; Brownie
Troop40455— CranfordMovieThe-
ater; Cadette Troop 40222 — Beyond
Dance; Senior Troop 40693 — Old
City Café & Grill.

For more information on the Girl
Scouts of Cranford, Vvisit
cranfordgirlscouts.com.

Annabelle Ponterdolph Is
|nitiated Into Phi Kappa Phi

BATON ROUGE, La —
Annabelle Ponterdol ph of Scotch
Plains was recently initiated into
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa
Phi, the nation’s oldest and most
selective all-discipline collegiate
honor society, which has its na-
tional headquarters in Baton
Rouge, La. She was initiated at
MCPHS University.

Ms. Ponterdolph is among ap-
proximately 30,000 students, fac-
ulty, professional staff and alumni
to be initiated into Phi Kappa Phi
each year. Membership isby invi-
tation only and requires nomina-
tion and approval by a chapter.
Only the top 10 percent of seniors
and 7.5 percent of juniors are eli-
gible for membership. Graduate
students in the top 10 percent of
thenumber of candidatesfor gradu-
ate degrees also may qualify, asdo
faculty, professional staff and
alumni who have achieved schol-
arly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in
1897 under the leadership of un-
dergraduate student Marcus L.
Urann, who had adesireto createa

different kind of honor society: one
that recognized excellence in all
academic disciplines. Today, the
Society has chapters on more than
325 campusesin the United States
and the Philippines. Its mission is
“To recognize and promote aca-
demic excellence in all fields of
higher education and to engagethe
community of scholars in service
to others.”

Since its founding, more than
1.5millionmembershavebeenini-
tiated into Phi Kappa Phi. Among
the organization’'s notable mem-
bers are former President Jimmy
Carter, NASA astronaut Wendy
Lawrence, novelist John Grisham
and YouTube co-founder Chad
Hurley. Each year, Phi Kappa Phi
awards $1 million to outstanding
students and members through
graduate and dissertation fellow-
ships, undergraduate study-abroad
grants, funding for post-baccal au-
reate development, and grants for
local, national and international
literacy initiatives. For moreinfor-
mation about Phi Kappa Phi, visit

phikappaphi.org.

WAY VE Teen Bd. Reveals
Grant Award Recipients

WESTFIELD — WAYVE Teen
Foundation Board Chairs Rachel
Simpson and Sean Hazard have an-
nounced $6,500 in grant awards to
seven Union County organizations.
After being delayed from in-person
meetingsdueto thepandemicin May,
the WAY VE Teen Foundation Board
convened via Zoom this fall, where
they reviewed nearly $20,000ingrants
from 14 Union County agencies.

Grants were awarded to Caring
Contact, Community Coordinated
Childcare, Elizabethport Presbyterian
Center, Gateway Family YMCA, In-
stituteof Musicfor Children, Mobile
Meals of Westfield and The Neigh-
borhood House Association.

The Westfield Area Youth Volun-
teer Experience (WAYVE) is made
possible through a grant from the
Westfield Foundation and is coordi-
nated by Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ), anon-
profit, non-sectarian health and so-
cial service agency that serves all
residents of Union County.

In addition to the two co-chairs,
members of the 2020 WAY VE Teen
Foundation Board included Emma
Aronowitz, Chloe Beaulieu, John
Claiborne, Max Feldman, Dan Haz-
ard, SamanthaKatz, Drew Kornfeld,
Jeremy Kornfeld, Emily Korth,
Grace Lanza, Jack Rothfleisch,
Madeline Silva, SamanthaSmithand
JuliaWeinstein.

“Being involved with the WAY VE
TeenBoardfor thelast threeyearshas
taught meso much about nonprofitsin
the area, and the grants review pro-

cess,” said Rachd Simpson. “Work-
ingwithmy peersand making adiffer-
ence in my community is an experi-
encethat | will be proud of forever.”

Sean Hazard added, “It was an
amazing experience that taught me
valuablelessonsand skillspertaining
to aboard like thiswhile also allow-
ing usto help peoplein need around
Union County.”

All membersof theWAY VE Teen
Foundation Board have expressed
aninterestincommunity serviceand
all havevolunteeredfor awiderange
of Union County-based charities, so-
cial service organizations, syna-
gogues and churches.

“l amvery impressed withthehard
work of this board and the choices
madeby theteens,” stated Tom Beck,
executive director of JFSCNJ. “ Our
community will be lifted up as a
result.”

WAYVE Program Director Jill
Dispenzalikewise expressed her ad-
miration and appreciation to theteen
boardfor ajobwell doneand thanked
theY Men’s Club for their donation.

The grants were for one-time,
short-term projectsthat will improve
the lives of Union County residents
asit relates to Covid-19. The focus
areas were technology/equipment
and social service and advocacy for
impoverished and/or vulnerable
popul ations. Applicant agencieswere
all non-profit organizations with
proof of 501©3 tax-exempt status,
with strong board involvement and
having demonstrated responsiblefi-
nancial stewardship.

McKinley Fifth Graders
Explore Family Heritage

WESTFIELD — Fifth graders at
McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield recently explored their
family’s past during a cross-curricu-
lar assignment that combined read-
ing, writing, research, geography,
technology, speech, history, graphic
design and interviewing skills.

Students interviewed a person in
their family who knew someone or
was someone who had emigrated
fromadifferent country totheUnited
States. Fifth graders asked theinter-
viewee such questions as “Why did
you cometoAmerica?,” “What was
your homelandlike?” and“What did
you do for work and housing when
you arrived here?’

“ Students then had to use thefive
themes of geography to determine
the location of the person’s home-
land, using global grid coordinate
points on Google Maps,” said Jo-
seph Paradise, who, with fellow
McKinley fifth-gradeteachersWill-
iam Hannis, Ann McDonough and
thefifth-gradeteam, createdthe“ My
Family’s Immigrant Story” project.

“Thefifth-gradesocial studiescur-
riculum hasa‘World Studies' theme
that focuses on regions and people
and, more importantly, how geogra-
phy influences the development of
culture,” said K-12 Sociad Studies
SupervisorAndreaBrennan. “ All fifth
graders focus on the five themes of
geography — location, region, place,
movement, human/environment in-
teraction — at the start of the year.”

Mr. Paradisesaidfifthgradersused
Google Earth to research the natural

and constructed features of the
person’s homeland. “The students
then used the interview answers to
create athird-person account of their
family’s' immigrantstory,’” headded.
“All of the information was trans-
ferred into aflipbook, designed with
illustrations and photographs.”

Each student used Flipgrid — an
online interactive educational tool —
to showcase his or her presentation
and to give a three- to five-minute
speech onwhat he or shehad learned
about hisor her family.

“Before this project, | didn't even
know my great-grandparents’ first
names, but now | know somuchmore,”
said one student. “I got to learn more
about Irelandand especially abouttheir
hometowns, Monaghan and Cork. |
got to learn about cool places there
and more about their life when they
had to emigrate to America, and |
couldn’tbemoregladthat they came!”

Another studentwaspleasedtolearn
more about his mother’s life in her
native Honduras. “1 also got to know
moreabout thegeography of thecoun-
try and some of the family members
that | haveover there,” hesaid. “l aso
got to know moreabout my ancestors,
known asthe ancient Mayans.”

“1 like this project because it pro-
vides an opportunity for the kids to
celebrate their diversity,” Mr. Para-
dise said. “I think the kids have a
better appreciation for the sacrifices
their family made to provide a better
lifefor them. I hopethisproject brings
familiesabit closer during this chal-
lenging holiday season.”

ARE YOU DIVORCING? DIVORCED?
HAS THE CORONAVIRUS CAUSED A SUBSTANTIAL
CHANGE IN YOUR FINANCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES?

If so, call the Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.for
a free introductory telephone call and speak to one of our lawyers about your case:

F -' |

Mario C. urricri, Esq.

Please contact us at (908) 272-0200
You may also visit us on our website at www.dughihewit.com

r -
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. Jennifer L. Young, Esq.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI, P.C.

340 NORTH AVENUE CRANFORD, NJ
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INSURANCE

Do Your Homeowner & Auto
Premiums Keep Going Up?
® Homeowner
® Auto
e Commercial
e Life

Est. 1973

We represent multiple carriers - we can provide the coverage
you need at a price that will put a smile on your face.

Call us for a no obligation quote today.
865 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07092

800-752-0150 908-233-8040
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YOUNG TALENT ON PARADE...Thefirst-gradeclassesof Bethany Howell and
Jennifer Molloy at the Wardlaw+Hartridge School in Edison recently trans-
formed their classroomsintoM aker spaces. They used variousitemsto createand
decor ateballoon floats, which wer eall named intimefor themain event of theday
—a Thanksgiving Day Parade. The teachers created videos of the floats being
pulled by Dash theRaobot, asthestudentscheer ed for each other’ screationsduring
theparade. Pictured, fromtop tobottom, Sydney Pfeffer of Westfield getstowork
on her creation, while M ason Pena of Scotch Plainscutspaper to createhisfloat.
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Dean H. Huddleston
Sunrise: November 19, 1969
Sunset: November 14, 2020
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Dean H. Huddleston

Dean was graced with life in
Westfield, N.J. Hewastheonly son of
Peggy Hudson-Huddleston and the
late Richard (Vic) Huddleston. Dean
leavesbehind hismother, two beauti-
ful daughters, Breanaand Lanai, and
three lovely grandchildren. In addi-
tion, hewill bemissed by many other
family members and friends, espe-
cialy Connie, Bill, and Jodly.

Dean passed quietly during the
night, dueto complicationsof diabe-
tes, and was cremated in Texas.

With love,

Thefamily of Dean H. Huddleston

December 10, 2020

Westfield Teachers Receive
Training In Racial Literacy

WESTFIELD — As part of adis-
trict-wide Racial Literacy initiative,
Westfield Public Schools recently
welcomed educational consultant
David Schwartz, who conducted pro-
fessiona devel opment sessionsto pro-
videeducatorswithculturally-respon-
sive teaching strategies
aimed at enhancing stu- [ EEE
dent engagementandcre-
ating a respectful com- |
munity of learners. L

“ Atthebeginningof our
meetings, | requestedthat
participantsstay engaged,
dialoguerespectfully,and
beableto becomfortable |||
being uncomfortable,” (i
said Mr. Schwartz about
his sessions for teachers
of gradesK-5on Novem-
ber. 3. “Discussions on
race and implicit bias of-
tenbring ustouncomfort-
able places in order to emerge with
new learning,” he added.

Mr. Schwartz, aformer social stud-
ies supervisor and teacher, previ-
ously worked as a senior program
associate for “Facing History and
Ourselves,” a program for students
and educatorsthat addressesracism,
anti-Semitism and prejudice at piv-
otal moments in history. He now
trainsand supportsK-12 and college
educatorsthrough Creative Options
for Progressive Educatorsto, among
other things, help them “ create safe
spaces that motivate studentsto ex-
ploreandlearn, facilitatecivil class-
room discourse, and honor all stu-
dent identities and ableness.”

“1 was very impressed with the
honesty of the participantsand their
very civil discourse,” he said about
the Westfield teachers. “I also was
impressed with the safety partici-
pants felt in this very large Zoom
environment.”

“David’'s workshop on racia lit-
eracy challenged K-5 teachersto ap-
proach this topic from two perspec-
tives: asadult learners and as educa-
tors. They were also asked to reflect
ontheir work with students,” said K-

David Schwartz

IN SESSION ’

We Can Sill Find Ways
To Celebrate the Season

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service )

12 Supervisor of Social StudiesAn-
drea Brennan.

Mr. Schwartz's workshop, along
withadministrator-facilitated sessions
provided to English and social stud-
ies teachers for grades 6 to 12, are
part of alarger district initiative to
address racia literacy
andtoprovidedevelop-
mentally-appropriate
lessons in and conver-
sations about race and
cultural diversity in
Westfield Public
Schools.

During the 2019-
2020 school year, Ms.
Brennan and then-Su-
pervisor of K-12 En-
glishLanguageArtsDr.
Tiffany Jacobson—who
isnow interim principal
of the Lincoln Early
Childhood Center —ex-
amined classroom librariesin grades
K to 5 before recommending addi-
tional titlesthat provide aricher and
more diverse experience. The two
collaborated to create the K-12 Ra-
cial Literacy Training Proposal.

The initiative was funded by a
grant from the Westfield Education
Fund, anonprofit organization that
relies on donations from the com-
munity to “support innovative
projects that strengthen and enrich
students’ academic experience but
fall beyond the school district bud-
get.” Information about the
Westfield Education Fund is avail-
able at westfieldedfund.org.

Thedistrictisplanning Community
Learning Nightsin coming monthsas
part of abroader outreach to students,
families and other members of the
community. Thecommunity isinvited
and encouraged to complete “Re-
sponding to Hate: A Community Sur-
vey,” which will be used to gauge
community feedback and to plan fu-
turecommunity |earning experiences.

“If weareto surviveasanation, it
will be because education and under-
standing have triumphed over hate
and ignorance,” said Mr. Schwartz.

| have attempted to write this ar-
ticle several times. Cal it “writer’s
block,” but, | struggled. As 2020, the
year of “anything could happen,”
windsdownandtheholiday seasonis
here, | can only reflect with awe.

Before mid-March of this year,
thingswerestatusquo. Daily routines
werejust that, “routine.” Going off to
work and school, grabbing the cup of
coffee “to go” at the local Dunkin’
Donutsor Starbucks, sitting intraffic
waiting for the bus or train. No big
deal. Enter your officeor other work-
place, greet workers, complain about
the boss, the weather, chat about a
new book or drama series on
HBO...and so on.

Suddenly, nothing was normal.
From one day to the next, everything
changed. The world shut down. The
“virus,” the pandemic, Covid, what-
ever, took over and stole our “nor-
mal.” Although it has now been nine
monthsof change, adjusting, rethink-
ing, relocating, staying home, order-
ing in, hybrid school and work —
we're still herel

First thoughts of this happening
felt overwhelming and scary for all
of us. We have not been confronted
withauniversal catastrophelikethis
before (at least not in our lifetimes).
Every person had to notice, had to
takeresponsibility and hadto change.
Not always pretty and sometimes
with resistance we persevered. The
details and logistics may be very
different but we are still here, still
fighting.

Theholidaysaretraditionally times
of peace, joy, family, friendsandreli-
gious gatherings filled with happi-
ness and gratitude. Remember, the
holiday season hasalwaysbeen what
youmakeit. Honor your beliefs, safely
interact and keep faith and hope. Just
like every day, we choose how we
will be present throughout the day.
Choosegratitude, positivity and hap-
piness. Choose to be mindfully safe.
Focus on your health (and others’)

while creating new holiday experi-
ences — one dtill filled with much
goodness, joy, love and some peace.
Wecanall, together, overcomethis
difficult time and still send acard or
gift, attend services virtualy, call or
facetime friends and family,
etc...Pleasechooseto haveasafeand
happy holiday season,aMerry Christ-
mas, and a Happy New Year!
Begrateful and know our heartsare
together withanyonewhohassuffered
during this difficult timein our lives.
Merry Christmasand Happy New Year
to al...”God bless us everyone”
(Dickens, “A Christmas Caral”).

*k*

Carol M. Pedroisalicensedthera-
pist with Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service, 233 Prospect Sreet,
Westfield, N.J. 07090; (908) 233-
2042. \\ebsite: yfcsnj.org.

— Obituaries —

Paul Salomone, 63, Musician, Teacher,
Vintage Baseball Team Captain

Paul Salomone, 63, passed away
peacefully on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 11, 2020, at hishomeinWestfield
with his loving wife and family by
hisside. Bornin Plainfield, he grew
up in Scotch Plains and graduated
from Scotch Plains-

1866-1878.

By 2000, the Elizabeth Resol utes,
with Paul serving as captain, were
established and playing against teams
from all over the northeast. They
traveled to play teamsin New York,

Rhodelsland, Pennsyl-

Fanwood High School
in 1975. He had been a
resident of Westfield
since 2000.

Paul had a lifelong
passion for music and
studied music at the | _4
Armed Forces School of
Music, Kean College
and Jersey City State
College. He served in
the U.S. Army from
1977-1983, where he
played in the United
StatesArmy Bandwhile
stationed in Germany.

Paul spent over 35 years teach-
ing and performing intheWestfield
area. His teaching agenda and fo-
cusincluded pianotechnique, clas-
sical, jazz and popular repertoire
and music theory. He was beloved
by hismany studentsandtheir fami-
lies. His performance concentra-
tionwasjazz and he had performed
in many well-known venuesin the
New York/New Jersey area. Hehad
also produced two jazz CDs. The
first, “Quickstep,” featured origi-
nal compositions and jazz stan-
dardsand culminated in hisquartet
performing in the Forest City Jazz
Festival in Ontario, Canada. His
recordings featured original tunes
and selections from the standard
jazz repertoire.

Paul was instrumental in bringing
vintage baseball to New Jersey. He
started in 1999 by recruiting old
friends and acquaintancesto join his
team, the Elizabeth Resolutes. The
Resolutes was an historically accu-
rate team that played professional
baseball in 1873, but also functioned
as a team before and after ' 73 from

Paul Salomone

vania, Delaware, Con-
necticut and Maryland,
and will continueto do
so under new leader-
ship/mentorship.

When Paul startedthe
Resolutes, he became a
member of the Vintage
Base Ball Association,
going on to serve four
years as vice president.

He will be remem-
bered for his passionate
love of family, food,
sports and animals, his
sense of humor, and his great big
booming voice and presence.

Paul issurvived by hiswife, Ruth;
his children, Laura Geftic and Evan
Fernandez; their spouses, Michael
Geftic and Kristen Fernandez, re-
spectively, and the newest member
of thefamily andtheappleof hiseye,
hisgranddaughter, JuliaSage Geftic.
He was predeceased by his parents,
Calpurnio and Beatrice, and his
brother, Phillip. Surviving are his
sister, Catherine Ochsner, and his
brother, Thomas Salomone.

Due to the current pandemic, a
celebration of Paul’s life will be
held at alater time, hopefully inthe
spring/summer of 2021.

Thefamily welcomesdonationsto
the T.J. Martell Foundation, the mu-
sicindustry’sleading foundation that
funds innovative medical research
focused on finding treatments and
curesfor cancer, and/or theAmerican
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (ASPCA), as an expres-
sion of sympathy instead of flowers.
Arrangements are by Dooley Colo-
nial Home in Westfield.

December 10, 2020

Webinar Paneliststo Address
Current College Experience

WESTFIELD — The College
Woman'sClub of Westfieldwill host
awebinar entitled “1 Wish | Knew
Then What | Know Now” next
Thursday, December 17, at 7 p.m.

Free and open to the public, this
event will feature a panel that in-
cludesonecollegegraduateandfive
current college students. It is de-
signed as an opportunity for high-
school students to learn from col-
lege students who are navigating
the current college experience dur-
ing the Covid-19 health crisis.

Panelists will reflect on their se-

nior year of high school and discuss
their experience at college. These
young women have been away at
school, coping with mask wearing
andsocial distancing. They havebeen
zooming classes, attending some
classesin personwithmaskson, and
navigating meeting new friends.

To register for this event, access
https://bit.ly/CWCZ5EventReg.
Details on joining the webinar will
be sent upon registration.

For more information about the
College Woman's Club and its ac-
tivities, visit cwclubwestfield.org.

UNITING AGAINST HUNGER...Greater Westfield UNICO

=

held a second

food drivein conjunction with Saint Helen’s Parish in Westfield on Decem-
ber 4. Pictured are Past Chapter President Richard Esposito, left, and Past
Chapter President Vince Tomasso with food boxes from Greater Westfield
UNICO. UNICO National isthelargest Italian-American service or ganiza-

tion in the nation.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL,LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS* DWI « DRUGSIN CAR
STATEAND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL USTO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY S

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 » www.stahlesg.com

Westfield Library Offers
New ebook, Music Services

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced
that it now has access to the New
Jersey State Library shared collec-
tion of digital resources, made pos-
sible by CARES Act funding to the
state. In an effort to make these re-
sources available to library users
statewide, the New Jersey State Li-
brary selected Baker & Taylor/
AXxis360 to partner in creating this
collection.

To check out the new ebooks,
Westfield patrons can visit the
library’s website and click on the
link to Axis/360. Axis 360’s collec-
tion includes thousands of titles for
adults, teens and children; fiction
and non-fiction. Titlesare automati-
cally returned at the end of the loan
period, and there are no late fees.
Anyone needing help with using
Axis/360 on digital devices or per-
sonal computerscan view thetutori-
alsonthelibrary’s website as well.

The library also has another new
downloadable source for music
known as the Freegal® Music Ser-
vice. Patrons are entitled to three
downloadsper week and threehours
of free streaming.

TheFreega® Music Servicegives
patrons access to a collection span-
ning over 15 million songs, music
videos and audiobooks from more
than 40,000 musiclabel sworldwide,
among them Sony Music, Epic, RCA
and Columbia.

Some of the music that Freegal
offersincludesastrong retrospective
collection from the 1940s and ’ 50s,
onemillionclassical tracks, and strong
collectionsinjazz, worldmusic, coun-
try, alternative, blues, gospel, Chris-
tian and children. Over 200,000 new
songs are added monthly.

Freegal® Musicalsooffersacom-
pletely rebuilt mobile app and
website, which ensures that down-
loading is an easy experience. The
free application is available for li-
brary cardholders and can be down-
loaded inthe Apple® App Storeand
Google® Play Store.

Currently, the library is closed to
the public until further notice dueto
anincreasein Covid-19 casesin the
area and out of concern for patrons
and staff. Patrons can continue to
reserve materials for checkout via
curbside service.

Requestsfor library materialscan
beplaced duringthefollowinghours:
between10a.m. and 6 p.m., Monday
through Thursday, and between 10
am. and 4:30 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day. Theprocessfor reserving books
(placing ahold) is demonstrated on
thelibrary’s YouTube channel.

Patrons will be able to pick up
materials that they have placed on
hold the day after they have placed
the hold. Curbside service hoursfor
pickup are Monday through Thurs-
day, 10a.m.t06:30 p.m.; Friday and
Saturday, 10 am. to 4:30 p.m., and
Sunday, 1 to 4:30 p.m.

When returning materials, patrons
shoulduseDoor 7tothelibrary,which
leads to the Meeting Room. They
should use the outside book drops
when the library is closed. All items
are quarantined for 72 hours before
they are checked in as per American
Library Association guidelines.

The library is not accepting any
donated materialsat thistime. Inter-
library loan (ILL) is still available.
Any Westfield residents who do not
yet have alibrary card can visit the
library’s website at wmlnj.org and
completetheform onthe Get aCard
page.Alibrary cardwill bemailedto
the requester.

If patronsneed any helpwiththeir
accounts, they should call thelibrary
at (908) 789-4090, extension 6, and
leave a voice mail. A staffer will
return the call.

The library has added more pro-
gramstoitsYouTubechannel, which
can be found at youtube.com/user/
westfieldmemoriallib, or by click-
ing on the YouTube icon on the
library’ swebsite. Other programin-
formationisprovidedonthelibrary’s
website and the library’s Facebook
page, facebook.com/wmlnj.

Alison Jaruzelski IsAwarded
Dual Degrees From Michigan

WESTFIEL D —Alison Jaruzel ski
of Westfield graduated with dual de-
greesin English and theater fromthe
University of MichiganinAnnArbor,
Mich., duringvirtual commencement
ceremonieson May 2.

Ms. Jaruzelski earned a Bachelor
of Arts in English with Distinction
from the Residential College and a
Bachelor of FineArtsin Design and
Production with High Honors from
the School of Music, Theatre and
Dance (SMTD). She was elected to
the University of Michigan chapters
of the Golden Key National Honor
Society and the National Society of
Collegiate Scholars.

TheResidential Collegeisaliving/
learning community within the Col-
lege of Literature, Science and the
Arts that requires foreign-language

proficiency and interdisciplinary
study. Ms. Jaruzelski completed a
spring semester with the New En-
gland LiteratureProgram, asix-week
program in the New Hampshire wil-
dernessthat focusesonintensiveread-
ing and writing entirely free of elec-
tronic devices.

As a Stage Management major in
SMTD, Ms. Jaruzelski worked on
original dance, musical and dramatic
works through University Produc-
tions. She aso was active in MUS-
KET, thestudent-run musical theater
organi zation, stage managing or pro-
ducing six different showsincluding
Bare, Inthe Heights, Legally Blonde
and Sster Act. A 2016 graduate of
Westfield High School, she is the
daughter of Barry and Jennifer
Jaruzelski of Westfield.

L ocal SudentsAre Recipients
Of Colgate Dean’sAward

HAMILTON, N.Y. — Colgate
University hasannounced that two
local students received the Spring
2020 Dean’s Award for Academic
Excellence. Thisaward isgivento
students who receive aterm grade
point averageof 3.3 or higher while
completing at least three courses
for a conventional letter grade.

RachellaCarlinoisan undeclared
major at Colgate and a graduate of

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, from Scotch Plains.

Saniya Dalvi is an astronomy/
physics major at Colgate and a
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, from Scotch Plains.

ColgateUniversity offers56 ma-
jors and supports 25 Division |
athletic teams on a campus of
about 3,000 studentslocatedin cen-
tral New York.

The Law Offices Of

LisaM. Black, LLC

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-1803

Imb.blacklaw@gmail.com
www.|blacklaw.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family L aw, Adoptions,
Wills, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for afree consultation

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

THE JAMES WARD MANSION

With one event at a time and one event a day,
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion” is an offer you cannot refuse.

The James Ward Mansion « 169 East Broad Street « Westfield, NJT 07090 « 908.389.0014 « 908.425.6947
www.jameswardmansion.com
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Gratitude: Pandemic Fatigue

By PATRICIA STECKLER, Ph.D.
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

“People are so done putting hearts
ontheir windowsand teddy bearsout
for scavenger hunts,” said Katie
Rosenberg, the mayor of Wausau,
Wisconsin. That wasin mid-October
ascasesof thecoronavirusstartedre-
surging here in New Jersey and
throughout the United States. Mayor
Rosenberg’s town hospital over-
flowed with new Covid-19 admis-
sions, and residents’ spirits flagged.
“They’ve had enough,” added the
mayor.

Wheat ispandemicfatigue, and how
do we combat it?

The American Psychological As-
sociation reports that the isolation
and deprivation caused by the pan-
demicincrease “anxiety, depression,
boredom, anger, frustration, and irri-
tability.” We feel and see this weari-
ness in our homes, our towns and
ourselves.

Kids are angrier. Couples get on
each other’s nerves. No longer does
the work/life balance exist. Mask-
shaming soars, whether it'spro or con
thenecessity of wearingthem. Drivers
honk morereadily andinsistently. So-
cial mediaposts, too often, accuseand
condemn rather than unify and uplift.

What canwedo, especialy aswin-
ter approaches? Friends and family
express sad feelings over a holiday
season far lonelier than our usua
joyful celebrations. Weneedtool sfor
coping now.

Here aretipsfor feeling better:

Takecareof your body — eat nutri-
tionally, sleep at | east seven hoursper
night and exercise daily. A brief 20-
minute walk reduces stress and in-
creaseswell-being.

Limityour newsintake—Toomuch
exposure to negative news lowers
mood and brings on hopel essness.
When you do watch, choosereliable
sources and set time limits.

Add calming activities — nature
walks, meditation, yoga, reading,
comedy, breathing exercises. Install
meditation apps on your smart de-
vices.

Connect with others— People are
profoundly social beings. We need
each other to feel aive, loved and
valued. Laughter becomes uproari-
ous when shared with others. Tears
dry when friends can soothe sorrows
with empathetic ears and kindly ex-
pressions.

Acceptyourfeelings—*“ Challeng-
ing situations stir up a mix of emo-
tions. Stuffing feelingsdown doesn’t

makethemgoaway. | nstead, acknowl-
edge and name your feelings. Allow
yourself to have them.” (UCLA)

Try positive self-talk — Watch for
“what-if” thoughts, theonesthat pose
negative scenarios. Instead, think of
what you' re grateful for each day.

Createnew traditions— Doafam-
ily karaoke night or an after-dinner
walk with everyone all bundled up.
Join an online book group or start
one. Takeout that guitar toplay again.
Make suggestions to us using the
contact information below.

| recommendthat patientscheck to
see how family members are faring
mood-wiseasthepandemicdragson.
In response, | often hear, “Are you
kiddingme?1’ mwitheveryone24/7.
| know how they feel. Believe me!”

We may all suffer from pandemic-
fatigue, Zoom-fatigueandfamily-fa-
tigue. Butit'ssurprisinghow littlewe
know about how our loved onestruly
feel duringthisincredibly tryingtime.
So ask them. Listen quietly. Ask car-
ing questions. You'll feel better, as
will they.

Share your coping tips with The
Westfield Leader and The Times by
writing"“ Gratitude” inthesubjectline
andemailing press@gol eader.comor
pattisteckler@gmail.com.

Educator’s Corner: Holiday Activitiesfor All

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Theholiday seasonisinfull swing,
so here are some ideas to boost the
festive spirit for you and the kids in
your lifel

For younger kids:

1.0ldClassicwithaHoliday Twist
—Remember PintheTail onthe Don-
key?How about Pinthe Carrot onthe
Snowman? Or the red nose on
Rudolph?EarsontheElf! Candleson
the Menorah! (You get theidea!)

2. Holiday Rice Bin — Great for
little hands to explore! Five cups of
rice, food coloring (holiday themed,
of course), 2-3 tablespoons of vin-
egar. Optional: a few drops of pep-
permint extract or scented oil. First,
mix the food coloring with the vin-
egar. Next, putthericeinaplasticbag
and pour inthecoloredvinegar. Third,
smush the rice and the dyed vinegar
until evenly distributed. Next, spread
the rice out on one or two cookie
sheetsto dry it out (takes oneto four
hours). Gently stir once an hour. 1f
you are adding scent, thisis a good
timetodo so! Put thecoloredriceinto
a large plastic bin. Add in empty
ornaments, pinecones, cookiecutters,
plastic coins, dreidels, cups, funnels,
etc.

3. Holiday Bowling—Fill six plas-
tic water bottles with holiday-col-
ored water and glitter. (Seal the tops
really well!) Let kidsbowl them over
withballsyou havearoundthehouse!

For older kids:

1. Party Game Holiday Twist —
Have kids create a “Guess Who |
Am?’ game: Holiday Edition! Write
namesof mythical and historical holi-
day charactersor evenmoviecharac-

terson cards. Hold the cardsto one's
forehead and have other playersgive
cluesto guess the name on the card!

2.Holiday MovieTrivia—Putthose
extraTV minutesto good use! Have
kids create trivia questions based on
family-favoriteholiday movies. Then
seewho will be crowned the holiday
movie king or queen!

3. Gift wrap challenge — Wrap up
things around the house — box of
tissues, cans of soup, or go full-on
2020 and wrap up sometoilet paper!
Contestants can go head-to-head or
beat the clock. If you don't want to
useregular wrapping paper, try some
old newspaper! (Wink, wink!)

For staying connected:

With so many of ushaving smaller
or virtual gatherings this year, why
not have some fun meant to connect

with friends and family?

1. Winter Holiday “Boo!” — Take
the Halloween tradition and giveit a
winter twist. How about “Gift the
Gelt!” or “You'vebeen Elfed!” For a
grown-up (and moreexpensive) twist:
“Cheersto the New Year!”

2. Ugly Sweater Cookie or Cutest
Cupcake contest — Get afew friends
who are willing to participate. Bake
and decorate treats, drop off at all
participating homes. Meet virtually
to vote on the ugliest or the cutest!

3. Virtual Story Time — Share a
beloved holiday story via Zoom or
Google Meet with loved ones near
andfar. Kidswill getto show off their
reading (or writing!) skillswith fam-
ily and friends.

However you choose to celebrate
thisyear, happy holidays!

L ettersto the Editor

Bob Newdll:
Westfield’s M oder n Architect

| was sad to hear that Bob Newell
had passed away. Bobwastheepitome
of selflessness, volunteerism, warmth,
wisdomand muchmore. Whether you
livedinWestfieldfor thelast 30years
or if you will be living here in the
years to come, as a community, we
should all applaud and cherish the
impact Bob had on shaping thisgreat
town. Hisinfluence went beyond his
individual vote for the 30 years he
served onthetown’sPlanning Board.
It madeitsimpact withevery question
he asked each applicant or expert
witness, every discussion in execu-
tive session with fellow board mem-
bers and, ultimately, via his leader-
shipasboard chairman. Bob’sknowl-
edge, service and influence on the
town’s planning are arguably second
to none.

| grew upinWestfield,andmy love
for the town has never waned. In
2005, | washonored with an appoint-
ment to the town’s Planning Board. |
was excited to serve my hometown
and help shapeitsfuture. Whilel was
passionateto giveback, | wasalso 25
years old and did not know the first
thing about planning and zoning. To
say | wasterrified at my first meeting
would be an understatement. | saw
my nameplate right next to a gentle-
man named Robert Newell. Bob had
been onthe board for nearly 15 years
when | met him that night. When |
introduced myself, | wasnot prepared
for the overly warm welcome | re-
ceived. Instead of making mefeel like
akid who did not belong, Bob imme-
diately took me under his wing and

became ateacher, friend and mentor.
No matter theissue, | could cover my
microphone, lean over to Bob and
quietly askedhimtoexplain. Hewould
always smile and teach me what |
needed to know without hesitation.
Heneverletontoanyonethat | leaned
on himtheway | did that first year.

Bobnever pushedhisviewsor opin-
ions on me or the other board mem-
bers. However, hewasso knowledge-
able, experienced, confident and per-
suasive, that he swayed amajority of
the board on almost every applica-
tion. In my final years on the board,
after learning at the school of Bob
Newell, | begantohitmy stride. | will
never forget our most contentious
application, which took nearly eight
meetingsto finally decide. As| gave
my reasoningfor my vote, | attempted
to articulate my feelings as a nearly
lifelong resident who did not like to
see the town change and how | bal-
ancedthat withmy viewson personal
property rightsand theduty of aPlan-
ning Board member. After castingmy
vote, Bobleaned over andsaid, “ That
was very impressive; I'm proud of
you.” | wasnearly brought to tearsin
front of 200 attendees as| burst with
pride at this wonderful man's affir-
mation.

Rest in peace, Bob. Thank you for
your servicetoWestfieldandfor your
friendship. Thetownlost agiant with
your passing.

Anthony Attanasio
Somerville, NJ
Westfield Planning Board 2005-08

Lean In to Covid-19 Guidelines,
Help Protect Our Community

You are tired. We get it. The pan-
demicisgettingold, and weareall a
bit worsefor wear. Now theholidays
are upon us, and in a year that has
taken so much normalcy away, this
virus has robbed us of our holiday
traditions too. It is upsetting, plain
and simple. And yet, we will cel-
ebrate; we are human after al. The
real question is how. As healthcare
professionals, neighborsandfriends,
weunderstandyou aretired and frus-
trated. We hope to inspire and work
with you to lean into this moment
and reduce therisk of Covid-19 this
holiday season.

While most of us are doing our
part with masking, social distancing
and hand-washing, thingsaregetting
hard, and some of us are slipping.
Rates of infection, illness, hospital-
ization and death are rising all over
the country, New Jersey, Union
County and even here in Westfield.
Covid-19 infections here in town,
per the mayor’s last Friday update,
are highest among those under 20
and those in the 5059 age group. We
even have a recent death, and the
Covid-19 floors in our local hospi-
talsarebeginningtofill again. Sadly,
Covid-19 loves the cozy environ-
ments that surround holiday tradi-
tions of eating, drinking and gather-

| etters to the Editor )

How to Reopen Area Schools ThisWinter

Most N.J. schools reopened using
hybrid scheduling this September, but
they have had to return to al-remote
learningrecently. My advicetoall local
superintendentsof schoolsindeciding
how to reopen schoolsagainis:

1. Havespecia educationand specia
needs students be the first students to
return to their in-school classes. These
sudentsgenerdly needpersond instruc-
tion from trained staff more than other
students. Their specid needswoul dtypi-
cdly require four days of in-school in-
struction per week. Thetotal number of
specid education students can be so-
cialy distanced when they return, and

by mandatingthat everyonewear masks
andfollow other hedlth guidelines, they
can safely return to school. The sooner
this action isimplemented, the better it
will befor these students.

2. Ensure that every student has an
adequatee ectronicdevicethatisneeded
for hybrid learning by publicizing a
programtoloan devicesat no chargeto
every student whose parent submits a
form requesting such a device. If the
parent indicates on the form that Wi-Fi
is not available at home and this is
verified (e.g. by testing for Wi-Fi out-
side the home building), provide loca
tionseither in schoolsor in appropriate

THE ELECTION SURE
BROUGHT OUT SOME
STRONG OPINIONS.
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community buildings where all such
students can be assigned and properly
supervised. The Y MCA and churches
canprovidesomesuchrooms; if needed.

3. When you determine that hybrid
education may safely resume, consider
firsthavingall studentsonly uptograde
5 return to school buildings for two
days per week. If there are hedlth con-
cernshavingal studentsK-5returnfor
hybrid education, the middle school
and high school buildings could be
suitably usedtotemporarily housesome
K-5 students. These younger students
generdly needthestructureof in-school
instructionmorethanstudentsingrades
6-12 and having themin school two or
moreday's per week providesan added
benefit of their parents would having
thenecessary timetowork and provide
income for their families' basic needs.
Students in grades 6-12 are generaly
old enough to be left done if their
parents need to work.

4. 1f health concerns prevent having
all 6-12gradestudentsreturnfor hybrid
education, ask dtaff to prioritize indi-
vidua students (such as students they
know are not doing well with remote
education) or groups of students (such
asevery grade6 student or every grade
6-7 students) whomost needtoreturnto
classesin school buildings.

5. If having the remaining students
return to schools for hybrid education
still presents hedlth concerns due to
crowding, find aternative classroom
spaces such as suitable community
buildingsor usesuitabletentsor modu-
lar structureslocated onschool grounds.

| amsurethat many peoplearegiving
you advice and requests about reopen-
ing schools. Having served on the SPF
Board of Educationfor 19years, | have
an enduring commitment to the best
interestsof al studentsand staff. | hope
that you consider al my suggestions
andthatyou decidewhichonestoimple-
ment ASAP.

August Ruggiero
Scotch Plains

ing around a table. Even when we
follow the guidelines of keeping
those gatherings small, if someone
outside your household attendswho
isinfected, that could lead toillness
for your whole family.

To decrease the risk of giving or
receiving Covid-19, wehavetoheed
these warnings. We have to lean in
and talk about alternatives that will
keep us, our families, our friends
and our beloved community safe.
Talk toyour loved ones about mask-
ing, maintaining physical distance
from those outside your household
and making surethat any gatherings
arewell-ventilated—ideally outside.

This year, let's get creative, ex-
plore options and choose activities
that reducetherisk. How about afire
pit and pre-plated snacks outside?
Maybe a hike with friends and out-
door cocktails or hot chocolate af-
terward? What is your recipe for
reducingrisk andavoidinginfection
or infecting others?

Check out the CDC website on
holiday safety tips and even the
website of our local health depart-
ment.

https.//www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/
2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/
holidays.html

https.//www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/
2019-ncov/your-health/coping-holi-
day-stress.html

https://www.westfieldnj.gov/
coronavirus

Thisvirusis no joke, and for too
many in our community, it’snot just
the regular flu. So, let us take our
part in prevention seriously. This
pandemic will not last forever, but
your memories of this year will, so
please lean in and get creative to
help protect our community. If we
work together, we can prevent an
uptick ininfections.

Wecanletour familiesand friends
know we love them, celebrate, stay
safe and reduce risk. One gathering
at atime.

Andrea Fleisch Marcus, PhD, MPH
Elizabeth Talmont, DNP, ANP-BC
Westfield

Diction Deception

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions — only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly — good
guess. If you get two — well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three—word expert. If
you get al four — Y ou must have alot of
freetime!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answer stolast week’ sar canewor ds.

1. Daddock — Therotten heart or body
of atree

2. Vagissate — To romp or frisk

3. Abacinate — To blind by placing a
red-hot copper basin close to the eyes

4. Meretricious — Having the charac-
teristics of a prostitute

DAEDALIAN
1. A rough or coarse cover for a bed
2. Ingenious or intricate
3. A guardian spirit
4. Pertaining to the Babylonian god of
the earth
USTULATE
1. Discolored or blackened as if by
burning
2. Having abeard, aswith the bearded

3. Of little or no value; worthless
4. Versatile; competent
CUCKQUEAN

1. Having the shape or resembling a
hood

2. A woman whose husband has com-
mitted adultery

3. A lunatic; adepraved individual

4. A meal table philosopher

SKILDER

1. To burn with hot water; scald

2. Tolive by begging or stealing

3. To skin or scale, aswith fish

4. To wade in water

# Lettersto the Editor
dThe Deadlineis Monday 9 a.m.

for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

All The News

www.goleader.com

Rep. Pallone Voices
Opposition to Sandy

Hook Development

LONG BRANCH - Congress-
man Frank Pallone, Jr. (NJ-06)
spokeinoppositiontothe National
Park Service's proposal to allow
private residential development at
Gateway National RecreationArea.
During a virtual public forum
hosted by the National Park Ser-
vice, Pallone expressed his strong
disapproval of private residential
development and expressed deep
concern that the proposed private
development would threaten one
of New Jersey’s treasured land-
scapes.

“The wholesale conversion of
public lands and facilities to pri-
vateresidential usewould alter the
nature of Sandy Hook and would
beantithetical tothe National Park
Service’ sfounding valuesand mis-
sion. Sandy Hook serves as an im-
portant place for my constituents
and all who visit to learn about our
nation’s military history, recreate,
and enjoy the beautiful natural sur-
roundings,” Pallone said. “I am
deeply concerned that the National
Park Service's plan would turn a
significant portion of Sandy Hook
intoaplacethat only select perma-
nent residents can enjoy. We must
ensure that these places of beauty
remain fully accessible to every-
one.”

InMarch, Pallone sent aletter to
the Superintendent of Gateway Na-
tional Recreation Area opposing
proposed development of perma-
nent residential units at Sandy
Hook.

Volunteer s Sought for
Garwood Committees

Volunteers are truly at the core of
Garwood, the“small townwith abig
heart.” |1 am proud to continue the
open application process for any
Garwood residents to serve on our
variety of boards and committees. |
began this initiative shortly after |
wasel ected mayor twoyearsago, and
| continue to be impressed by the
number of dedicated andtalentedresi-
dents who volunteer. It is now that
timeof year againfor metoput outthe
call for volunteers as we prepare for
2021.

Thesimpleapplicationformcanbe
found ontheofficial boroughwebsite
at www.garwood.org under the * Of-
fice of the Mayor” tab. A description
of each of the boardsand committees
isincluded on the form. Information
isalsoavailablefor anyoneinterested
in volunteering for one of our emer-
gency service organizations or
Garwood nonprofits.

Existing groups with open posi-
tions include the Planning/Zoning
Board, Recreation, Board of Health,
Library Board of Trustees, Celebra-
tions Committee, Green Team and
Historical Committee. | am also
pleasedto continuethefirst-ever Citi-

zens Advisory Panel, whichwascre-
ated when | took office to advise the
council oncapital projects, likeequip-
ment and road work.

Pleasefeel freeto return the com-
pleted application to me by email at
STodisco@garwood.org. You may
also contact me with any questions
at (908)377-7890. This is consid-
ered a“rolling application” process
as positions often open at different
timesthroughout theyear. However,
in order to be considered for ap-
pointment at the Re-Organization
Meeting of the Mayor and Council
on January 7, 2021, please submit
your application by Wednesday,
December 23.

| remain committed to working to
ensure each committee is non-parti-
san and reflective of our community.
Also, | thank you al those who are
willing to devote their time to better
our Garwood community. Together,
wewill make sure Garwood remains
a“small town with abig heart” and
has a bright future ahead for al to
enjoy.

Sara Todisco
Mayor of Garwood
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Why Christmas Doesn’t Feel
Like Christmas Anymore

By XENIA KOBORI
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Astheholiday season approaches,
| am reminded of my lovefor winter
and the month of December. With
the end of Thanksgiving, my neigh-
borhood becomesfestivewith deco-
rations, my Christmas tree goes up
and | start listening to my Christmas
playlist. This season brings me im-
mense joy, and | look forward to
experiencing a “white Christmas’
yearly. Yet my love for this time of
year has halted with the realization
that this season has changed signifi-
cantly from when | was achild.

When | think back to this season
when | was growing up, | am re-
minded of snow days, frigid tem-
peratures and the quintessential
“white Christmas’ experience. Yet
whenwasthelast timewehave seen
such aclimate? am unableto think
of thelast timewehad such aseason.
Past winters have been mild: There
has been less snow fall and rising
temperatures across the Northeast.
What doesthismean?Thisalarming
trend isthe cause of none other than
climate change.

In the past decades, winter in the
Northeast has warmed three times
faster than the summer. There has
been less snow and more rain re-
cently. The Northeast experiences
“weather whiplash,” or a sudden
shiftinweather patterns. Somedays
it is pleasant and then extremely
cold. In the summer, there are heat
waves, coastal flooding and shore-
lineshrinkage. These changeshave
impacted New Jersey’s infrastruc-
ture, agriculture, transportation,
economy and variousother sectors.
These changes are alarming, and it
is imperative that as a community
we recogni ze these changes and do
not turn a blind eye toward the cli-
matereality.

So what can be done? The easiest
way to get involved is to speak up.

\oice your concerns, educate your-
self and contact representatives. By
voicing your concerns directly to
elected officials you can encourage
Congress to enact new legislation
that is concerned with carbon emis-
sions, protecting public land and
more.

Onapersonal level, you can make
choices that are more eco-friendly.
L ook into powering your homewith
renewable energy or invest in en-
ergy-efficient appliances. You can
promote businesses that are more
eco-friendly and invest in products
that are renewable. It is possible to
getinvolvedwiththismovementone
step at atime. Start using renewable
water bottles, unplug your devices
when not inuseand say noto plastic
bags when you go out.

Change can be made, but we can-
not remain passive. Choosing to ig-
nore what is happening, not only in
the Northeast but around the world,
is cowardly and a mistake. We are
already seeing the effects of climate
change; if action is not taken the
effects of climate change will only
be exacerbated. We have to hold
elected officials, governments and
even ourselves accountable. | think
of not only my future but the future
of generations to come. What will
their life look like if action is not
taken?

Astheholiday season approaches,
| look forward to yearly festivities
yet am cognizant of the recent
changesthisseason hasexperienced.
On avery surface level, | miss the
weather thistime usedto bring, but |
recogni zethat thispatternisattached
to the much larger problem of cli-
mate change. Thisholiday season, |
urge you to reflect on how this sea-
son haschanged fromwhenyouwere
young. Start educating yourself on
the effects of climate change, and
let’s group together to enact change
beforeit istoo late.

Dates and L ocations Told for
Free Walk-Up Flu Shots

COUNTY - The Freeholder
Board announced dates and loca-
tions for upcoming flu shot drives
in Union County in December. The
county is offering two free flu shot
drivesto help ensure that everyone
has accessto aseasonal flu vaccine
at aconvenient location, especially
residentswho have no health insur-
ance. No appointment is necessary.

The following dates have been
scheduled for the Union County flu
shot drive. Each event will take
place from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.:

Saturday, December 12 — In
Plainfield at the Jerry Green Build-
ing lobby located at 200 West Sec-
ond Street.

Saturday, December 19—InEliza-
beth at the Union County Social
Services Building located at 342
Westminster Avenue.

Thefreeflu shot driveis open to
Union County residents age four
and up. Participation is on awalk-
up, first-come, first-served basis.
Masks are required in order to re-
ceive aflu shot. Temperatures will
be taken when arriving.

“There is ongoing concern that
our medical resourceswill be over-

LOOKING TO RENT
OR HIRE?

goleader.com/classifieds

whelmed if a seasonal flu outbreak
combines with the surge in Covid-
19 cases,” said Union County Free-
holder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella. “If you have never got-
ten aseasonal flu shot before, now
isthetimeto doit. Let’'sall do our
part to help our Union County fam-
ily stay safe during the flu season.”

Protection against the seasonal
flu is more important than ever be-
fore due to the Covid-19 outbreak.

Personswho haveafever, cough-
ing, sneezing or other signs of ill-
ness will not be admitted to a flu
drive site. Residents who are expe-
riencing symptomsof illnessshould
check withtheir doctor. Peoplewith
healthinsuranceareadvisedtovisit
their local pharmacy or doctor’s
office to receive the flu shot.

For additional updates visit the
“Upcoming Flu Drives’ pageonthe
county website, at ucnj.org/flu.

Please notethat the Union County
flu shot drive is for seasonal flu
vaccines only. There is no vaccine
available for the Covid-19 virus at
thistime.

TheUnion County Flu Shot Drive
isadministered by the Union County
Office of Health Management in
the Department of Public Safety,
the Visiting Nurse Association and
volunteers from the Union County
Medical Reserve Corps. The Medi-
cal Reserve Corps accepts volun-
teerswith avariety of skillsbothin
and out of the medical profession.

The Leader/Times Monthly
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HELPING OTHERS...Andy Arkin, right, owner of Adlers Jewelers presents a
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check to Bill Crandall, volunteer at The Westfield Food Pantry. Adlerscollected
thefundsby performingsmall repair sat nochar ge, and asked customer stodonate
afewdollarsinstead. By doing sothey raised $1,000to support thefood pantry at

TheHoly Trinity Church.

L etters to the Editor

)

Shop L ocal Beyond
Small Business Satur day

This past Saturday | spent three
hours on our village green talking to
residents about the benefits of shop-
ping local for Small Business Satur-
day, but it wasn’t enough. While the
big box stores were allowed to re-
main open during the lockdown this
year, most small businesses had to
close or operate under severe limita-
tions. Even in the best economy, to
givethemjust oneday of recognition
per year seemsunfair when the other
364 they’re up against the influence
of their competitors Madison Av-
enue advertising. This terrible year,
in which 31 percent of our state’'s
small businesses have permanently
closed, | believe we need to shift our
mindset and our buying habits. In-
stead of Small Business Saturday, we
need to foster a Small Business Cul-
ture.

Of course | have nothing against
big corporate stores. M ost major cor-
porations, from Apple to Walmart,
started as small businesses and grew
by being better thantheir competition
in some way. But if you care about
having accessto professional exper-
tise and true diversity of choice, we
need to preserve the things you can
find herethat youcan'tfindanywhere
else. When a town gains a big box
store, it often loses its small busi-
nesses, and whenthat Wal mart, Sears
or Lord & Taylor closes, it leaves a
holethat can't easily befilled. Small

businessesarethusmorethanjust the
storesdowntown: They areacommu-
nity safety net made from local fab-
ric.

If you're looking for a 2021 New
Year’s resolution, let me suggest to
you to promise to make our small
businesses an even greater part of
your normal shoppingroutine. Scotch
Plainsisfull of wonderful businesses
withsomethingfor everyone: Barry’s
Frame Shop won't just frame your
picture but offer years of design ex-
perience to make it look its best.
Parents of young readers who are
looking for abreak from their screen
time would have to travel an hour or
more to find a store as well-stocked
withgraphicnovels, mangaandcomic
books as our Little Shop of Comics.
Florence Ravioli offers homemade
Italian food second only to your
nonna’s. MassaPizzaand John’sMeat
Market have both been ranked asthe
best in their respective categoriesin
the state. | could fill this page with
more examples, but at the risk of
offending any of our other wonderful
businesses, let me encourageyou in-
stead totakeawal k downtownanddo
some shopping for yourself. Small
businesses are the heart of our town
but you, our residents, are the life-
blood that keeps them alive.

Al Smith
Scotch Plains M ayor

ThisHoliday Season, Don’t
Givethe'Gift’ of Covid-19

Thedatafrom Novemberisin, and
asyou can seefromthe chart, Scotch
Plainshad itshighest-ever number of
Covid-19 cases this month, at 195.
We also had our first death from the
virus since June. Although experts
aren’t entirely sure what is driving
this second wave, it is most likely a
combination of severa factors, in-
cludingachangeintheweather alter-
ing peoples’ behavior, increased test-
ing and relaxed vigilance due to
“Covid fatigue.” Whatever the rea-
sons, thenumber of patientshospital-
ized and on ventilators, the most ac-
curatemeasuresof thevirus sspread,
are climbing and are cause for con-
cern. Aswinter and the holiday sea-
son approaches, we are headed into
unchartedterritory. If thereisasilver
lining, deathsaremuch lower thanin

thespring, but evenso, every positive
test still brings great fear to those
exposed and a hardship to our com-
munity. And until the vaccines are
widely available, thereislittlewecan
do except take care individualy to
protect ourselvesand our |oved ones.

Thisholiday season, don’'t givethe
“gift” of Covid-19 to anyone. Act
responsibly by practicing social dis-
tancing, wearingamask, washingyour
hands regularly and, above al, by
being mindful when around others.
Asl saidin my last message, thereis
light at the end of the tunnel. Until
then, let’s fight the darkness as best
we can, together. See you around
town.

Al Smith
Scotch Plains M ayor

Garwood Resident Killed In
Auto-Pedestrian Collision

GARWOOOD — On December 2
at approximately 6:15p.m., Garwood
Police Officer lan Rivera reported
coming upon a woman lying face
downintheroadway of Walnut Street
near the intersection of Second Ave.

Theinvestigating officerscan con-
firmthat ablack Ford Explorer head-
ing south bound on Walnut Street
struck the pedestrian, whowascross-
ingWalnut Street. Thepedestrianwas
81-year-old Garwood resident
Catherine Flint. Officers on scene
gavefirst aid until the Garwood First
Aid Squad and a paramedic unit ar-

rived. Soon after, Ms. Flint was pro-
nounced dead on scene.

Thedriver, a61-year-oldWestfield
resident, wasintheprocessof calling
911whenpolicearrivedandremained
on scene. She is cooperating fully
with the ongoing investigation. The
preliminary investigation suggests
that neither speed nor alcohol were
contributing factors.

Anyone with information that can
further thisinvestigation are encour-
aged to contact Captain Douglas
Stoffer at (908) 789-2212 or by email
at d-stoffer@garwood.org.

Non-Profits Covid-19 Grant
Deadlineis December 15

COUNTY — All Union County
nonprofits that the deadline is near-
ingfortheUnion County CARESAct
Non-Profit Grant program. Eligible
nonprofitsshould submit applications
before Tuesday, December 15 to en-
sure that application review takes
place before the end of the year.

The CARESAct Non-Profit Grant
program provides financial support
for nonprofits to reopen or remain
open safely while providing county
residents with supports and services
during the pandemic. It covers PPE,
cleaning supplies, partitionsand other
supplies necessary to enable
nonprofits to continue their opera-
tions during the pandemic. Morere-
cently, the county expanded allow-
ableexpendituresto cover sometech-
nol ogy equipment and servicescosts.

The Union County CARES Act
Non-Profit Grant program was ap-
proved at the September 3 Regular
Freeholder Meeting and was alo-
cated $4 millionin CARESAct fund-
ing. The grant supportsthe on-going
work of approximately 200/ ocal non-

profit organi zationsthat providecriti-
cal servicesthat supporttheCounty’s
prevention, preparation and ongoing
response to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Toqualify for thegrant each appli-
cant must have an office physically
located and operatedinthe County of
Union; haveevidencethat theorgani-
zation serves County of Union resi-
dents; have evidence of local needs
specific to Covid-19 impacts; be op-
erating and registered with the State
of New Jersey as a 501(C)(3); and
discloseif the nonprofit hasreceived
any other CARES funds, how much
wasallocated andwhat thefundswere
expended on.

Toaccessthegrant applicationand
grant information sheet visit https://
ucnj.org/non-profit-grant-applica-
tion.

For additional information and
guestionsabout the CARESA ct Non-
Profit Grant, contact theUnion County
Department of Human Services Ac-
tion Line at (888) 845-3434, (908)
558-2288 or
uccaresnonprofit@ucnj.org.

Proposal Would Designate
Pot Revenueto | mpact Zones

TRENTON — Senate President
Steve Sweeney and Senators Sandra
Cunningham, Nick Scutari and M.
TeresaRuizissuedthefollowingjoint
statement announcing the introduc-
tion of a proposed constitutional
amendment, SCR-138, whichwould
dedicate state cannabis revenue and
fees to programs to help “Impact
Zones,” which are the communities
that suffered themost from thefailed
drug laws.

“Based on the testimony we heard
in the Legislature, it is clear that we
need to do more to ensure that rev-
enues from the legalization of adult-
use cannabis are used primarily to
remedy the devastating and dispro-
portionate impact of the ‘War on
Drugs' on predominantly Black and
Brown communitiesin our state.

“Therefore, weintroduced legisla-
tion to put a constitutional amend-
ment onnext November’ sballot dedi-
cating the majority of the state rev-
enuefrom adult-use cannabisto sup-
port programsin|mpact Zones—those
cities that ranked disproportionately
high in marijuana-related arrestsand
low in median income.

“It would also dedicate funding to
law enforcement agencies to train
officersasDrug Recognition Experts
or provide needed equipment. This
will provide direct support to state,
county and municipal agencies in
maintaining public safety.

“The constitutional amendment
would apply to all state taxesand the
Social Equity Excise Fees collected
from the sale or cultivation of adult-
use recreational marijuana, allocat-
ing 70 percent of sales tax revenue
and 100 percent of excise fees to
social justice reformsin the targeted
communities.

L ocal Publisher Speaks
to Rotary Club

The Rotary Club of Westfield has
continued their regular Tuesday meet-
ings a 12:15 through Zoom with a
variety of guest speakers. The speaker
on12-1-2020wasclubmember Lauren
Barr, Publisher of TheWestfield L eader
and TheScotchPlains-Fanwood Times.

Barr purchased the newspapersjust
weeksbeforethe pandemic began, and
described her journey from reporter to
publisher.

Barr started her career at The
Westfield Leader and The Times cov-
ering the Mountainside Council while
attending Union County College and
Thomas Edison State College. She
quickly moveduptheranksatthenews-
paper covering Westfield Town Coun-
cil, planning boards, loca and state-
wide eections; eventually becoming
part of thenewspapers editoria board.
She briefly left the papers to work in
marketing, butwasquickly drawnback
into reporting while raising her four
children.

Whilebecoming thepublisher wasa
long time dream, the decline of print
mediawasnot adeterrent to Barr, who
said that despite revenue losses due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, subscriptions
areupforthefirsttimeinsevera years.
To subscribeto either newspaper goto
www.goleader.com

"Westfield is a specid place, and
peopledtill loveto get their newspaper
each week," Barr told the club. "We
serveasaonestopshopforinformation
onloca news, events and the amazing
work of our non-profits. It'simportant
tomethat wesupport al thegoodwork
going onin our communities.”

While she came in to the job with
improvement plans, many of thosewere
revamped in order to survive the pan-
demic. Asessentia employees, thestaff
pitched in to build anew website. Barr
said her prioritiesarekeepingthepublic
informed onloca newsaongwith sup-
portingnon-profitsandloca businesses.

The Rotary Club of Westfield is a
service organization of business men
and women. Website
www.westfieldrotary.com It ispart of
an International Organization of 1.2
million peoplein 200 countriesaround
the world. www.rotary.org Local
projectsincludehungerinsecurity, help-
ing homeless veterans, planting trees,
supporting youth service clubs in the
schools, and scholarships. Guests are
always welcome to attend the Zoom
meetings. Forinformationcontact Club
Secretary Dr. D. Michael Hart at
drmhart@yahoo.com.
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“The remaining 30 percent would
be divided up to support the work of
the New Jersey CannabisRegulatory
Commission, of law enforcement per-
sonnel trained as Drug Recognition
Experts, and other restorativejustice
programs in Impact Zones. The op-
tional two percent salestax raised by
municipalities choosing to allow
adult-usemarijuanabusinesseswithin
their borders would be used at the
local level.”

Sponsored by Senators Sweeney,
Cunningham, Ruiz and Scutari, the
legislationisco-sponsored by Senate
Magjority Leader Loretta Weinberg
and SenatorsNilsaCruz-Perez, Dawn
Addiego and Troy Singleton.

Vaccine Center Open

To Eligible Adults

ELIZABETH—Thecounty’sfree
Vaccination Center expanded its ser-
vicestoeligibleadultsover theageof
18, beginning Monday December 8
at the clinic’s location on 40 Parker
Road in Elizabeth.

The center, which had been open
only for free shots for eligible chil-
dren (and will continueto beopenfor
that purpose), will now offer thefol-
lowingfreevaccines: tetanus, hepati-
tisA and B, Pneumovax, meningitis,
shingles and HPV shots for eligible
adults.

The vaccineswill be available for
those who do not have insurance or
have Medicaid A or any insurance
that does not cover routine vaccina-
tions. Tofind outif youqualify, andto
makean appointment, call (908) 965-
3627. Theclinicisopen between the
hours of 8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m. from
Monday to Friday.

Is your furry
family member

protected?

With Pet Medical Insurance,
you'll rest easy knowing 90% of
eligible expenses are covered.
LET'S TALK TODAY.
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A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cancellations and postponements
totheir soccer scheduledid not occur
but after arelatively slow beginning
the Cranford High School Lady Cou-
gars definitely peaked at the right
time to run the table and capture the
Central East D Regional crown, fin-
ishing with a9-5-1 record.

“We were one of thefew schoolsin
our areato not only stay healthy and
complete our season, but not even

Won Region Crown In Soccer

have a single game cancelled/post-
poned. | could not be more proud of
how our team (and programasawhol €)
did their partsto ensureweal got our
season. We followed protocol to the
best of our ability and constantly re-
minded the team about being socialy
responsible. | think they really wanted
to haveaseason, andthey showed that
with how they dealt with COVID-19
asateam,” Cougar Head Coach An-
drew Gagliardo stressed.

When the region tournament time
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came around, the Cougars received
the fourth seed and hosted Jackson
Liberty but they were not very nice
hostsasthey handedtheL ady Lionsa
7-0 thrashing and spent the final 35
minutes of the second half playing a
game of keep away. Sophomore at-
tacking midfielder Olivia
Russomanno netted a pair of goals
and an assist. Co-captain/defender
Abby Ahern rushed forward and
scored once, and senior Kirsten Wil-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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David B. Corbin (October 2020 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFENDING THE NET...Cougar senior Kirsten Williamsslidesto knock the ball away from Blue Devil Emily Weinstein
asMorgan Heim, No. 20, Gabriella Baiada, No. 6, and company defend the Cranford goal.

David B. Corbin (October 2020 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST OUT OFHISREACH...Thepassfrom quarterback Mack Prybylskiisjust out of reach for receiver Trey Constantinou,
No. 19, to grab in the game against the St. Joseph (M etuchen) Falcons at Gary Kehler Stadium on October 10, 2020.

WF Blue Devils Disappointed
Grid Season Got Cut so Short

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
No doubt about it that this year's
Westfield High School football sea-
son was a disappointment in several
ways due to the COVID situation.
From the start, the Blue Devils had
twoweeksof practicecut off andtheir
season opener cancelled. Next came
asecond bout of positive readings at
WHSthat halted practicesand forced
schedule cancellations. Then finally,
the remainder of the season for all

WHS sports was cancelled due to a
third series of positive readings.
“We're obviously very disap-
pointedinhow our season played out.
Thekidsjust wanted to play, it didn’t
matter whoorwhere. They just wanted
to get out there with their teammates,
sothiswastough to haveto tell them
threetimesthat wehadto shut down,”
BlueDevil Head Coach Jim DeSarno
expressed.
Despitehavinglittleopportunity to
prepare, the Blue Devils did manage

to eke out two regular-season games
but the outcomes would be predict-
able.

Their opening day came a week
late when they hosted St. Joseph
(Metuchen) on October 10 and the
Falcons, fresh off a 17-12 win over
theElizabeth Minutemen, capitalized
on apair of interceptions, along gun
touchdown strike and a huge
breakaway runto overcomethe Blue
Devils, 20-3.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

@) SpencER SAVINGS BANK ..

FINANCIAL CENTER

Your Town. Your Bank. Your People.

Introducing Our Expanded Union County Team

At Spencer Savings Bank, we believe in strength, stability, service quality and supporting our communities. For over 100 years
we’ve put people first. We’ve been in Union County for the last 30 years and continue to grow our business here. Our expanded
Union County team is made up of, not only the strongest banking professionals in the area, but members who grew up here,
live here and have serviced this community for years. Whether you’re a Union County resident or business, our dedicated team
will help you make the most of all the banking solutions Spencer has to offer. We invite you to contact us and meet our team
members today!

Learn more about our Union County Team at spencersavings.com/unioncounty.

240 North Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090
4 Union County Financial Centers
1-800-363-8115 * spencersavings.com

Rich Vaill
Business Development
Officer Team Leader
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David B. Corbin (November 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD ‘OLE’ STIFFARM...BlueDevil runningback Tim Alliegro, No. 5, usesa
stiff arm to get past a Ridgewood Maroon defender during the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 5 semifinal game at Ridgewood on November 15, 2019.

David B. Corbin (October 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE EVERYWHERE GIRL ...Cougar senior co-captain K atieRomanovich, No.
6, with her special speed and alertness could be seen in the backfield, midfield or
bringing the ball forward on the attack (L ate November 2016).

David B. Corbin (November 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHIZZING ONE PAST A RAIDER...Minuteman Sebastian Diaz, center, ripsa
shot past Raider junior midfielder Alvaro Furfaro, No. 12, in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Championship gamein Scotcb Plainson November 8, 2018.

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Fall SportsActivities**

From thearchivesof The \Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times- Full accountsavail-
able at www.goleader.com - year,
month, week

22yardsand Nick Martini would have
al12-yard reception.

Unfortunately for the Blue Devils,
the Maroon defense tightened up
enough to limit them to three field

tudesof sloppy penaltiesand unavoid-
able sloppy plays set the stage for an
“All-Madden” style of Thanksgiving
Day football game between the
Westfield Blue Devils and the
Plainfield Cardinalsat Hub SteinField
in Plainfield on November 27, 2014.
After al the dlipping and dliding,
the Blue Devils managed to score on
their first seriesinovertimeon afive-
yardslideby runningback Jack Curry
then halted the Cardinalson theirsto
emerge with very muddy uniforms
and a 6-0 victory. Jackson Simcox
and Luke Prybylski provided inter-
ceptions for the Blue Devils.
November 8,2018: Very littletime
was wasted for the action to peak
once the whistle blew to begin the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 boys
soccer championship game between
the second-seeded Elizabeth Minute-

senior Henry Chavez tapped it past
Raider junior goalkeeper Danny
Coyle with 29:27 on the clock. Mo-
mentslater with 27:51 remaining, the
hulky senior Youkendly Paciusheaded
in the ball after Chavez hooked the
ball intothebox fromtheright corner.
Senior JonK oseogluscoredtheRaid-
ers’ goal on apenalty kick.

Mid November 2018: Seemingly
somewhat overshadowed by peren-
nial Union County powerhouses
Westfield and Kent Place, the
Cranford girls tennis team buckled
down and just kept winning and win-
ning regular season games. The end
result was a 19-3 record and the cap-
turing of the Union County Confer-
ence Mountain Middle Division
crown. TheLady Cougarsalsoplaced
seventhin the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT).

At second singles, Olivia Tardibuono
finished 16-5 and placed eighth in the
UCT. AlyssaColombritaheld thethird
singles spot, placed ninth in the UCT

68-yard TD return. The Cougarstra-
versed 58 yards in six plays before
senior Anthony Araujo sweptintothe
end zonefrom 13 yards out to cut the

David B. Corbin (November 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Marlene lacoponi (November 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDING AWOLFPACK MEMBER...BlueDevilsCharlieRiley, No. 57,
Declan McCauley, No. 63, and Reid Colwell, No. 23, prepare to take down
Wolfpack running back Jack DiPietri, No. 4, during the crossover game (2018).

ACESIN THE HOLE...BlueDevil defensemen Jacob Dayon, No. 4, Shea Elliott,
No. 43, and Drew Ortiz, No. 50, shifted to offenseto block for Jake Vall-Llobera,
No. 8, who scored both touchdowns against Ridge on Veterans Day 2017.

November 15, 2019: A superb de-
fensive effort by the fourth-seeded
Westfield football team forced top-
seeded Ridgewood to change its of-
fensivetacticsin the second half and
it paidoff withapair of fourth-quarter
TDsto earn the Maroon a 16-10 vic-
tory in the semifinal round of the
NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 5 playoff at Ridgewood HS.

The Blue Devils' defensive line
and linebackers spearheaded by se-
nior co-captainWill Kesslerand Colin
Freer stuffed the Maroon’s running
gameto just 22 yards, while the cor-
nersand safetieslimited quarterback
Liam Tarlton to one completion in
five attempts for six yards, which
included an interception by senior
defensive back Dan Varano and a
tipped pass by Freer. Junior Justin
Ortiz would later recover a fumble
which would set up QB Hank
Shapiro’sone-yard TD.

Shapiro completed 11 of 18 passes
for 107 yards in the first half, which
includedeighttosenior GriffinRooney
for 79 yards. Shapiro would complete
eight of 13 passesinthesecondhalf for
81 yards for a total of 188 yards.
Rooney would add four more recep-
tions for 44 yards for a total of 123
yards. Senior receiver John Czarnecki
would finish with three receptionsfor

goal attemptsinthefirsthalf. Thefirst
a 30-yard attempt was no good. The
seconda28-yard attempt wasbl ocked.
The third attempt worked when jun-
ior Mack Prybylski split the uprights
from 20 yardsout to give Westfield a
3-0lead at the half.

Late November 2019: What has
been a grueling traditiona clash of
titans has become a nearly one-sided
affair when it comes to the Annua
Thanksgiving Day football game be-
tween the Westfield Blue Devils and
thePlainfield Cardinals. Sincethebe-
ginning of the 21st Century, the Blue
Devils have won 15 of the meetings
whilethe Cardinalswon just four. The
two foes will meet for the 115th time
thisThanksgiving Day, November 28,
a Gary Kehler Stadium.

At theturn of the 21st Century, the
BlueDevilsheldaslim47-41-7 edge,
so their advantage now stands at 62-
45-7. The Blue Devils, who shut out
the Cardinals, 27-0, last year, have
won the last seven meetingswith the
Cardinalsekingouta22-21victoryin
2011. Themost interesting gamedur-
ing that span wasthe“ Slop Bow!” of
2014 as described below when the
Blue Devils managed to dip into the
endzoneinovertimefor a6-0victory.

Sloppy conditionsonavery muddy
field covered with wet snow, multi-

David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving Day 2014) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEAR THE END OF THE SLOP BOWL...The Blue Devils and Plainfield
Cardinals were nothing but a muddy mess near the end of “ The Slop Bowl” in
Plainfield (2014).

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

David B. Corbin (October 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL-SCANJ...BlueDevil L oukasCarayannopoulous, No. 19, r eceived All-Soccer
Coaches Association of New Jer sey recognition (L ate November 2016).

men and the hosting top-seeded SPF
Raiders. And it also took very little
timefor thecomplexionof a0-0game
to change drastically when the Min-
utemen scored twice within aspan of
1:36inthesecond half enroutetoa2-
1victory and the title.

Minuteman co-captain Josser
Amaya brought the ball down the
right-center, beat a defender and
crossed the ball into the box where

What definitely helped shoot the
Cougarsright to the top was atrio of
very talented freshmen, who occu-
pied the three singles positions.

Molly Gardiner took on the very
competitive first singles spot and fin-
ished with an 18-2 regular-season
record, won three matchesin the UCT
and added another wininthe NJSIAA
SinglesPlayoffs. Her 22 total winswas
themostinasingleseason by aCougar.

and finished with a 14-6 record.

Mid November, 2018: It was a
game that had to be seen to be be-
lieved. A large number of fans from
football squads sat through abitterly
cold Thursday night in the middle of
November to watch Westfield stun
host West Morris, 20-13. The back-
and-forth contest wasnot decided until
a four-yard TD pass from Hank
Shapiroto Tommy Norriswithjust 17
seconds left in regulation.

Emmett Smith’s second intercep-
tionset upthewinning score. Westfield
had taken a 6-0 lead on two first-
periodfield goal sby sophomoreMack
Prybylski. One was set up by Will

deficit to 34-21 with 5:25 left in the
third quarter.

November 11, 2017: Fullback RJ
Milligan proved to beadifficultindi-
vidual tobringdown but theWestfield
BlueDevils, who bent somewhat, did
not break and created some key turn-
oversto emergewitha17-10 victory
over the eighth-seeded Ridge Red
Devilsin thefirst round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 playoffsin
WestfieldonVeterans Day (11thhour
of the 11th day of the 11th month).

The“acesinthehole”, were senior
defensive end Jake Vall-Llobera and
company. Whenthesituationpresented
itself, Vall-LlIoberawould shift to the

David B. Corbin (November 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING FOR THE OUTSIDE...Junior running back Sophia Goldschmidt
headsfor the outsidein the game against the seniors (November 21, 2012).

Kesder’'sfumblerecovery. Westfield's
other TD came on a 55-yard hookup
from Shapiro to Griffin Rooney.

November 10,2017: TheCranford
football team saw its 2017 season
come to an end in a 48-21 defeat at
Parsippany Hillsduringan NJSIAA,
firstround, North 2, Group11 playoff
game. Playing under brutaly cold
temperatures and gusty wind condi-
tions, the seventh-seeded Cougars
were blown away, not only by the
elements but by a high-powered Vi-
king passing game.

Elijah Arroyo took the opening
kickoff and raced 88 yardsforaTD to
give Cranford alightning quick 7-0
advantage. Parsippany Hills tried a
squib kick that was fielded by Rob
Schork at the Cranford 32. Schork
scooped up the ball and made adeci-
sive move upfield, racing through a
line of Viking defenders and emerg-

offense and take some snaps. Three
other primarily defensiveplayers, Drew
Ortiz(13tackles), andco-captainsShea
Elliott, who had an interception and
fumble recovery, and Jacob Dayon
(stripped ball that was recovered by
Noah Levy) were inserted for block-
ingtoassist co-captainJohnMcCauley
andtherest of theoffensiveline. Itpaid
off. Vall-Llobera carried eight times
for 31 yards, including TD runsof six
yards and two yards.

November 11, 2017: Senior QB
Cooper Heisey tossedfiveTD passes,
al in the first half to lead the SPF
football team to a43-24 victory over
Hopatconginaconsolationin Scotch
Plains. Heisey went 18-for-26 and
amassed 355yardsinstakingtheRaid-
ers to 43-8 halftime advantage. The
victory wasthefirst of the season for
theRaidersandfirstyear Head Coach
Marc Ciccotelli.

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 01/05/21, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, inthe CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1stFloor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
MAINTENANCE STORMWATERFACILITIESRESTORATION CONTRACT,
NORTH - 2021, VARIOUS LOCATIONS, BERGEN, ESSEX, HUDSON,
MORRIS, PASSAIC, SUSSEX, UNION AND WARREN (INCLUDING AND
NORTH OF ROUTE 57) COUNTIES
100% STATE
DP NO: 21421
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuantto N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe,
follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Mt. Arlington, New Jersey 07856
973-601-6690

3 T-12/10/20, 12/17/20 and 12/24/20, The Leader

One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
856-486-6623

Fee: $183.60

|s 2019 the L ast Westfield/Plainfield
Thanksgiving Day Football Game?
Westfield/Plainfield Rivalry
Westfield 63, Plainfield 45, Tie 7
1900 — Westfield 26-0 1964 — Plainfield 13-7
1901 — Westfield NA 1965 — Westfield 21-0
1903 — Plainfield 15-0 1966 — Plainfield 33-12
1905 — Plainfield 24-0 1967 — Plainfield 12-7
1907 — Tie 6-6 1968 — Westfield 25-21
Westfield 11-0 1969 — Westfield 45-0
1908 — Plainfield 12-6 1970 — Westfield 49-6
Plainfield 5-0 1971 — Westfield 12-6
1909 — Plainfield 35-6 1972 — Westfield 27-6
1910 — Westfield 6-0 1973 — Westfield 20-0
1911 — Plainfidld 37-6 1974 — Westfield 31-14
1912 — Westfield 19-7 1975 — Westfield 9-6
1913 — Westfield 20-6 1976 — Westfield 34-0
Westfield 26-7 Westfield 14-0
1914 — Plainfidld 19-0 1977 — Westfield 38-0
1915 — Plainfield 7-0 1978 — Westfield 6-2
Westfield 6-0 1979 — Westfield 3-2
1916 — Tie 0-0 1980 — Westfield 14-0
Plainfidld 7-3 1981 — Westfield 28-6
1917 — Plainfield 39-0 1982 — Plainfield 21-3
1919 — Plainfield 6-0 1983 — Plainfield 14-6
1921 — Plainfield 28-0 1984 — Plainfield 14-0
1922 — Plainfidld 19-0 1985 — Tie 0-0
1923 — Westfield 3-0 1986 — Westfield 27-14
1924 — Plainfidld 18-0 1987 — Westfield 35-6
1925 — Plainfield 7-2 1988 — Westfield 7-6
1926 — Plainfield 20-0 1989 — Westfield 14-7
1931 — Westfield 21-0 1990 — Westfield 21-6
1932 — Westfield 13-6 1991 — Westfield 28-0
1933 — Tie 0-0 1992 — Plainfield 14-9
1934 — Westfield 7-6 1993 — Tie 0-0
1935 — Plainfield 7-0 1994 — Westfield 20-7
1936 — Tie 0-0 1995 — Westfield 28-20
1937 — Tie 0-0 1996 — Plainfield 38-7
1938 — Plainfield 13-0 1997 — Westfield 22-7
1939 — Westfield 20-0 1998 — Plainfield 21-7
1940 — Westfield 13-0 1999 — Plainfield 20-14
1941 — Westfield 1-0 2000 — Westfield 42-25
1944 — Westfield 12-6 2001 — Westfield 24-21
1945 — Westfield 12-0 2002 — Westfield 14-6
1946 — Plainfield 6-0 2003 — Plainfield 9-7
1947 — Westfield 32-12 2004 — Plainfield 40-0
1948 — Westfield 14-6 20056 — Plainfield 9-0
1949 — Plainfield 19-6 2006 — Westfield 17-7
1950 — Plainfield 33-7 2007 — Westfield 28-27
1951 — Plainfield 14-6 2008 — Westfield 21-19
1952 — Plainfidd 27-14 2009 — Westfield 26-6
1953 — Plainfield 25-6 2010 — Westfield 35-6
1954 — Plainfield 6-0 2011 — Plainfield 22-21
1955 — Plainfield 21-0 2012 — Westfield 30-16
1956 — Plainfield 19-6 2013 — Westfield 34-0
1957 — Plainfield 19-12 2014 — Westfield 6-0
1958 — Plainfield 21-0 2015 — Westfield 33-6
1959 — Plainfield 7-0 2016 — Westfield 30-14
1960 — Westfield 13-7 2017 — Westfield 37-7
1961 — Westfield 13-6 2018 — Westfield 27-0
1962 — Plainfidld 27-7 2019 — Westfield 24-0
1963 — Westfield 14-12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

ing ahead of thefield on hisway to a

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDED BY CARDINALS...BlueDevil Peter Ondi, No. 27, triestowork
his way around several Cardinal defendersin the Annual Thanksgiving Day
Classic. The Cardinalswon, 22-21 (November 24, 2011).
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Westfield Tobacco & News 7-11 of Westfield 7-11 of Mountainside 7-11 of Garwood Westfield Mini Mart Kwick Mart Food Store Mountain Deli
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[ Blue Devils Disapp

Defensively with the leadership of
co-captains Jon Heard, Will Heflin
and Dan Shakal, theBlue Devilsheld
up immediately when outside line-
backer Matt Shinners intercepted
quarterback Matt Stanton’s pass and
returned it to the Falcon 35-yard line.
Unfortunately the Blue Devils could
not cash in with atouchdown but did
settlefor a24-yardfieldgoal by Mack
Prybylski, who also assumed the
quarterbacking duties.

The Falcons scored first on a 69-
yard run by Omari Jones. Anintercep-
tion by Anai Brake set up the next

BRINGING DOWNA PANTHER...BlueDevilsMatt Shinners,No. 12, and Sean Czar necki,

ointed Grid Season Cut Short ]]

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

driver’s seat. The Blue Devils actu-
ally had a14-6 lead at the half before
the breakaway touchdown by Ryan
McKinney and theinterception.

Prybylski completed 10 of 23 pass
attemptsfor 104 yardsand wasinter-
cepted once. Prybylski also carried
13 times for 75 yards, including a
five-yardtouchdownrun. Senior run-
ning back Shane Carlin carried 19
times for 51 yards, including a two-
yard touchdown plunge.

In both games, the Blue Devil de-
fense was holding its own despite
having anumber of underclassmenas

No. 11, bring down a Panther in Bridgewater on October 16, 2020.

Falcontouchdown. Falcon co-captain
Gianni Principato added a second in-
terception then in the fourth quarter,
Stanton fired a shot down the middle
that was hauled in by OsirisAcevedo
and turned into a63-yard touchdown.
Heard blocked theextrapoint attempt.

Thefollowingweek, theBlueDev-
ils traveled to face Bridgewater-
Raritan and returned on the short end
of a 27-14 score. Again it was mis-
takesthat |ed to the Panthers' victory.
A 23-yard fumble recovery that was
returned for a touchdown, a
breakaway touchdown run and akey
interception put the Panthers in the

starters. The defensive starters in-
cluded seniorsHeard and Heflin (de-
fensiveends), linebackers Shakal and
Shinners, linemen Tyler Wragg and
Will Torres, and cornerbacks Diego
Ferrero and Jack Rudlow, juniors
Tyler Sontz (linebacker) and safety
James Csorba, and sophomore line-
backer DanHanlon. Junior Jack Price
aso filled in on the line and sopho-
moresOwen Shakal and Senu Glasco
filled in as cornerbacks.

“Johnny Heard, Will Heflin, Dan
Shakel and M att Shinnersour returning
sartersfrom last year on defense were
playing at a high level. Our younger

guyswereready toridetheir wave. We
|ost Jordan Ortiz, another returning se-
nior defensive starter in preseason. A
big loss for us but he was there every
day helping and pushing everyone,”
Coach DeSarno pointed out.

The Blue Devils' offense was an
even younger crew with anumber of
talented sophomores, whichincluded
backup quarterback Trey Brown. The
senior starters included Prybylski
(quarterback), running back Shane
Carlin, Sean Maher (center), Drew
Miller (tackle) and CIMaz (splitend)
with juniors Trey Constantinou
(flanker), Logan Howland
(tight end), Jon Giglio and
Nick Mase (both guards) and
sophomore fullback Dylan
Wragg and sophomoreBran-
don Love (tackle). Immedi-
ate backups were senior
Russel Kobrin (split end),
juniors Duke Edmondson
(guard) and Justin Colby (run-
ning back), and sophomores
Paul Cerro (flanker) and
Brown.

“On Offense, we felt like
wewerecomingtogether right
beforewewereshut downthe
final time. Mack Prybylski,
Shane Carlin, Drew Miller,
Sean Maher our returning let-
ter winners were al playing
4 well. Itwashardto seeall the
teamsthat were ableto play,”
Coach DeSarno expressed.

As of December 1 accord-
ingtoCoachDeSarno, “ Right
g now Will Heflin is going to
play football at theUniversity
of Chicago and Mack
Prybylski isgoing to play la-
crosse at Villanova. Dan
Shaka, Sean Maher and Drew Miller
would al like to play football in col-
legeand areintherecruiting process.”

The shutdown was quite ablow to
theseniorsbut thevaluablelossof in-
action experience could be a setback
for the underclassmen.

“The seniors didn’t get the chance
to have this special experience and
that hurts a lot. The younger guys
didn’t get therepson al threelevels,
so that will be a challenge moving
forward. We are meeting right now
with the underclassmen and they are
motivated for next season,” Coach
DeSarno said.

David B. Corbin (October 2020 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE AERIAL BATTLE...Cougar senior Kirsten Williams, front, had a knack of winning the aerial battles
against her opponents.

[[CougarsWeathered Sorm; Won Region in SoccerJ]

liams and junior Riley Korzeneski
each contributed agoal and an assist.
Senior KristinaLynchand sophomore
Lily Young also scored once. Co-
captain/midfielder SophiaM ontague
added an assist.

Next was a 2-0 toppling of top-
seeded ColtsNeck. Russomanno and
sophomore Meghan Normann each
scored once and Montague had an
assist. Thechampionshipgameagainst
Brick Township went smoothly with
a 4-0 shutout. Russomanno scored
twice, whileWilliamsand sophomore
Aileen McGovern scored once.
Montague had two assists, while
NormannandAisinnMcGoverneach
had one assist.

Coach Gagliardocommented, “ The
onethat really sticksoutisthat wedid
not | et upasinglegoal throughout the
state tournament run. Thirteen goals
scored for —none let up!”

Theleadershipof co-captainsAhern
and Montague has been invaluable.
AhernAccordingto Coach Gagliardo,
shewas, “One of the most consistent
central defenders we have ever had
here, and she's been that for four
years straight. She always shows up
and performs. She also led our team
asone of the captainsthis season and
did agreat job.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Coach Gagliardo described
Montague as, “ One of the best, if not
‘the best’ midfielders I've had the
privilege of coaching. She is
coachable, hasatenacity for compet-
ingandwinning, andalwaysdemands
the best of herself and teammates.”

Additional senior leadership has
comefromWilliams. “Kirstenwasan
absoluteaggressive, physical presence
inthemidfield for us. Kirsten contin-
ued that dominance this season. She
won so many aerial battlesfor usthat
weawaystalk about asbeingpivotal,”
Coach Gagliardo pointed out.

Senior Amanda Vath was the last
line of defense as the goakeeper.
“What morecan | say about “ Mango”
(as we refer to her)? She came up to
varsity on an emergency step-up to
finish her freshman year, and she has
been our go-to goalkeeper ever since.
She'saggressive, strong, smart, anda
great team personality,” Coach
Gagliardo expressed.

CoachGagliardoa sodescribedthe
similarity of histwodefenders.“(Mor-
gan) Heim and Ahern have been two
peasin our defensive pod for the last
fouryears. |’ vealwayscalledMorgan
the*quietrookie’. Shecomesinevery
day, does her job to the best of her
ability, and leads by example. Sheis

oneof thesmartest playerswe' vehad
in the program, and she reads the
game so well.”

Coach Gagliardo also mentioned
some of the underclassmen who
stepped up this season, and who will
continue to be good players for the
team in 2021: Normann, Young,
Korzeneski, Russomanno, Gabby
Baiada, Caroline Morris, Aislinn
McGovern and Aileen McGovern.

Coach Gagliardo concluded, “Win-
ning the sectional state title was the
best feeling of my coaching career thus
far. This season had so many ups and
downs, and wasthe most inconsi stent
one we' ve been through. Having not
won astatetitlesince 2000 (20 years),
it was something we focused on and
wanted. We wanted to be historic. It
was our third year in arow getting to
the sectiona final, and after two de-
feats, we were determined to bring it
home this year. With COVID-19 and
this emotiona rollercoaster of a sea
son, ending with a state title win was
icing on the cake — for our team, the
program, but most importantly, for the
seniors. They got to play their last
season, and finished it with an excla:
mationpoint! | couldn’tbemoreproud
of theway theteam carriedthemselves
—on and off the field — this season.”

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at

Fall SportsActivities**

Heisey hooked up with Anthony
Porter for three TD passesand Dwight
Layler for two more. Running back
Nick Palazzolo added to theoffensive
ondaught with athree-yard TD run.

competitive this season, going down
to the wire with several state-ranked
teams and finishing with a 9-11-1
record. Additionally, the Lady Cou-
gars earned their respect fielding a

David B. Corbin (December 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NORTH 2, GROUP3STATE CHAMPS...TheCranford Cougar scelebr ateafter
defeatingthe Chatham Cougar s, 50-23, at Cougar Stadium at Kean University in
Union on December 4, 2015. Cranford finished with a perfect 12-0 record.

November 15, 2016: Thethirdtime
proved to be the charm for Ryan
Peterson and the SPF boys soccer
team. Peterson finally scored theelu-
sivegoldengoal with 2:57 remaining
in the second overtime period to de-
feat avaliant Kearny team, 1-0, inthe
NJSIAA Group 4 semifinals played
at Brooks Field in Somerville. The
Raiders thought they had won the
game on two other occasions only to
havetheir game-winning cel ebrations
halted by the officials' whistles.

Late November 2016: Facing a
very rigorous schedule the Cranford
girls soccer team proved to be very

fine mix of veteran upperclassmen
withanumber of very tal ented sopho-
mores and one freshman.

Senior co-captainsKat Mackenzie
andgoalkeeper CamHay, senior Maya
Lawler, junior Caroline McCaffrey
and sophomore Grace DiGiovanni
displayed their defensive tenacity.
Senior co-captain KatieRomanovich
controlled the midfield but could be
seen all over thefield, dropping back
for added defenseor pushing forward
on the attack. Sophomore Lauren
Williamson wasthepower insideand
led the team with 11 goals and was
assisted by freshmanMaggieMurray,

Charles Mulrooney (December 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEPPING UPBIG...Junior defensiveend Owen K essler, No. 64, and senior Mike
O’Connor, No. 42, crunch the Panther running back at MetLife Stadium on
December 3, 2015. The Blue Devilswon the North 2, Group 5 Crown, 10-7.

who also hit ahat trick in goals early
in the season, on several occasions.
SophomoremidfieldersAnaDzunova
and Kenzie Butler were close behind
with six goals apiece.

L ateNovember 2016: Oustingthe
owner of five straight Union County
Tournament (UCT) championships
and 19 overal finaly happened on
October 28 at Kean University when
the Westfield boys soccer team de-
feated the SPF Raiders, 2-1, for its
11th UCT crown. The junior/senior
|oaded Blue Devilswent on to finish
their season with a 15-4-2 record.

The Blue Devilswere led by three
co-captains, midfielder Loukas
Carayannopoul ous, keeper Birkel and
center back Kevin Reinhard.
Carayannopoulous (7 assists) was
selected (Coaches) All-Union County
(UC) and All-Watchung Conference
(WC) First Team, and received All-
Soccer Coaches Association of New
Jersey (SCANJ) recognition. Birkel
received All-UC and WC First Team

Bridgewater-Raritan, it was a battle
between two unbeaten teams.

The11-1 Panthersled by 6’ 4" 220-
Ib quarterback Eric Nickel put to-
gether three serious drives and the
first came midway through the first
quarter. Withtheball ontheWestfield
seven, Nickel connected with wide
receiver Ricky Tateat thethreewhere
the ball was jarred loose and Blue
Devil junior defensive tackle Nick
Maher pounced onit at the two. Free
safety Sid Douglas batted down a
pass. Junior defensive tackle Jeff
Gagum, chased down Nickel and
threw him for a 15-yard loss setting
up afourth down and a37-yard field
goal attempt but junior defensiveend
Owen Kessler blocked it.

BlueDevil MikeMoriarty kickeda
23-yardfieldgoa with9:361eftinthe
half. Kessler forced a Panther punt
after recording a six-yard sack. QB
ZachKelly connectedwith Jack Shirk,
Jelani PierreandjuniortightendKyle
Dombrowski twicefor 11 yardseach.

Jim O’Connor (November 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHOOPS!...Raider co-captain Zach Lipshitz, No. 4, watches as Minuteman
Eduardo Fuentes, No. 10, loseshisbalancewhileattemptingtokick theball inthe
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 championship game on November 13, 2014.

honors and All-SCANJ recognition.
Reinhard coordinated thepositioning
of the backs but also pushed up front
enough to score six goals. Reinhard
wassdlectedandAll-UC Second Team
and All-WC Honorable Mention.
December 3, 2015: Extraordinary
performances backed up by a truly
“team” effort rewarded the second-
seeded Westfield football Blue Dev-
ilswith a10-7 victory over thefirst-
seeded Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers
fortheNorth Jersey, Section 2, Group
5 championship before a large fan
base for both teams at MetLife Sta-
diuminEast Rutherford. Interestingly,
it was 38 years to the day since the
Blue Devils won their last state title
with a33-12 triumph over Barringer
and, interestingly, like with

His second reception sat the ball on
the Panther five. On fourth-and-goal
from the one, junior Matt Varano
nosedinfortheTD with8:20remain-
ing in the game.

December 4, 2015: One year of
waiting and very hard work allowed
the Cranford football Cougars to
achievetheir goal, securingaNorth 2,
Group 3 championship, by defeating
the Chatham Cougars, 50-23, at Kean
University’s Cougar Stadium. How
ironic, Cougarsverses Cougarsat the
home of the Cougars and it was the
Cranford Cougars who boosted their
record to 12-0, the best in school
history.

Cranford senior QB Jack Schetelich
didnot needtocarry theball muchbut
when he did, he plunged through the

Chatham lines for a pair of one-yard
TDs. The most damage he did, how-
ever, came through the air when he
connected for 12 of 15 passesfor 235

2, Group 4 championship after shut-
tingout Elizabeth, 2-0,in Scotch Plains.
Wahtuse scored |essthan four minutes
into the game. In the second half, Jus-

David B. Corbin (November 2104) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEAD ON COLLISION...Raider senior PaigeHeiden getsher head ontheball in
theNorth Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 championship gameagainst Ridgein Scotch
Plainson November 14, 2014. The Raiderswon 3-2 in the second overtime.

yards and four TDs.

Schetelich wisely chose four re-
ceivers. Senior Joe Norton had four
receptionsfor 75yards, includingTDs
of 15yardsand awide-open39yards.
Junior Ryan Bakie had three recep-
tions for 64 yards, which included a
20-yard TD. Bakiealsohad a30-yard
TD run. Senior Sean Leonard had
four receptions for 77 yards, includ-
ing TDsof 17 and 24 yards. Leonard
(3 carries, 47 yards) aso had atwo-
point conversion run. Will Budries
had a 19-yard reception.

November 13,2014: Senior Jassem
Wahtuse sent a clear message very
early in the game then a 1-2-3 punch
that resulted in a goal by sophomore
RyanPetersonawardedtheRaider boys
soccer team the North Jersey, Section

tin Rodriques dlid a ball into co-cap-
tainJakel ongo, whodlidthebal | back
to Rodriques on the left. Rodrigues
then spotted Ryan Petersoninthe cen-
ter and did the ball to him. Peterson
banged theball into the net with 16:01
on the clock.

November 14, 2014: One week
after drudging North Plainfield, 52-
20, inthefinal regular-season game,
thetop-seeded Cranford Cougar foot-
ball team did it again with a 46-6
thrashing of the Canucks in the first
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 tournament in Cranford.

Luke Christiano had an 86-yard
return for aTD on the opening kick-
off. QB Jack Schetelich had three TD
runs. Joe Norton had a 10-yard TD

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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David B. Corbin (December 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDED BY JUNIOR DEFENDERS...Senior quarterback KimWenson,
with football, findsher self beinghemmed in by junior defender sasshenearsthe
goal duringtheRaider Powder Puff Gamelast Wednesday (November 28, 2009).

Tio i e

@he AMestfield Teader and The Scotch Plains — Fanwood TIMES
—

David B. Corbin (SPF/Cranford game. 2010 files)"for The Westfield
READY TOBOOT IT DOWNFIELD..

eader and The Times
.Raider sophomoreChristy Monroy, No.
13, preparestokick theball downfield asCranford Cougar Hannah DeM ar s, No.
21, chases her (November 2010).

A GaLE ForceE MEebia, L.L.C. PUBLICATION

David B. Corbin (December 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A LOT OF SPIRIT...The Blue Devil senior girlsin black and the junior girls
scramble to get possession of a pass during the annual Powder Puff game on
November 24, 2010. The senior girlsprevailed, 26-6.

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at

Fall SportsActivities**

reception. Donavin Walker added an
11-yard TD run. Jake Palumbo
plunged in from the threefor aTD.

November 14, 2014: Co-captain
Tori Baliaticoslippedtheball into co-
captain Jodi Cornwell, who tapped it
intothenetwith 3:49remaininginthe
second overtime to earn the top-
seeded Raider girls soccer team the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
championshipwitha3-2victory over
second-seeded Ridgeat ScotchPlains.

TheRaidersscoredfirst off aheader
by Caroline Babis after a long free
kick intothebox by sophomoreChris-
tinaRodgers. Eleven minutesintothe
second half, thestrongfoot of Rodgers
banged another free kick from 50-
yards out, this time into sophomore
AlyssaDiFrancesco, whoal soheaded
theball intothenettogivetheRaiders
aseemingly comfortable, 2-0 |ead.

November 15,2013: Bigplaysand
hardhitsweredelivered by bothteams,
but in the end, it came down to an
interception return for aTD, two key
fumblerecoveriestosetup TDsanda
kickoff return to midfield that gave
the top-seeded Ridge Red Devilsthe
edge to hold off eighth-seeded
Westfield, 35-28, inthefirst round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5
tournament in Basking Ridge.

Blue Devil QB Chris Hogge com-
pleted 17 of 25 passes for 189 yards,
including four TDs. Flanker Dylan
Elliott hauled in nine passes for 114
yards, including TD receptions of 33
yards and four yards. Running back
EugeneRawleshad tworeceptionsfor
42 yards, including a screen pass that
heturnedintoa37-yard TD. Tightend
DaveKanehadaTD reception of nine
yardsto go with a 10-yard reception.

November 15, 2013: Sweet re-
venge from a shocking loss in last
year’'s sectional semifinals becamea
reality for the Cranford Cougar foot-
ball team when the Cougars battered
thehosting PalisadesPark Tigers, 47-

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuanttoN.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-835

AWARDED TO: Union County Youth
Services Commission

SERVICES: Juvenile Detention Alter-
native Initiative Spending Plan

PERIOD: Januaryl, 2021- December
31, 2021

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed:$114,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1T -12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ingitis available for publicinspectioninthe
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-831

amending (Resolution No. 2019-1127)

AWARDED TO: Michael C. Aromando,
DVM, MS, Town & Country Veterinary
Services Booton, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: to provide veterinary
services to Watchung Stables

PERIOD: period ending December 31,
2021

COSTS: to increase the contract by
$8,000.00 in a total amount not to exceed:
$217,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

21, in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment. Cougar QB John Oblachinski,
whowasareceiverinlastyear’ sgame,
blended a strong passing game with
aneffectiverunning gameto bewilder
the8-2 Tigers. Asamatter of fact, the
7-3 Cougars totaled 196 yards pass-
ing and 196 yards rushing.

Oblachinski carried 25 times for
111 yards, including respective TD
runsof fiveyards, oneyard, fiveyards
and 23 yards. He also completed nine
of 13 attempts with TD passes of 59
yards and 15 yards to senior wide
receiver Jack M cCaffrey and 10yards
tojunior runningback L ukeChrigtiano.

November 17, 2012: Quarterback
Zach Martin completed 13 of 15
passesin the first half for 186 yards,
includingtwo TD passes, and went 8-
for-8 with 101 yards and two more
TD passes to lead the 4-6 Warren
Hills Blue Streaks to a 34-7 victory
over the Raidersin thefirst round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
tournament in Scotch Plains.

TheRaidersfinaly scoredonal3-
play, 75-yard drive when junior run-
ning back James Lettieri scooted in
from the three-yard line with 9:35
remaining.

November 19, 2012: Eighty min-
utesof superb soccer onthepart of the
19th-ranked Westfield boys soccer
team and seventh-ranked Millburn
yielded a 2-0 Miller victory for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
championship at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium. Spenser Heller scored a goal
midway through the first half, and
Jared Darvin scored the insurance
goal lateinthe second half for the 17-
3-2Millers. TheBlueDevilsfinished
their season with a 13-3-6 record.

November 20, 2012: Despite a
sluggish second half and with a 0-0
deadlock in regulation and after two
overtime periods, the No. 7 Ridge
girls' soccer team rose to the top to
defeat Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 4-3,

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing itis available for publicinspectioninthe
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-864
AWARDED TO: Hatfield Schwartz,
LLC
SERVICES TO: torepresentthe County
of Union, Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice and Acting Prosecutor Lyndsay V.
Ruotolo in the matter Susan J. Gleason v.
New Jersey Office of the Attorney General
etal,
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$25,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $22.95

in a thrilling shootout to claim the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
crown in Scotch Plains. Christy
Monroy, Jessie Klein and Jodi
Cornwell netted the PK's. Goal keeper
Taylor Sebolao made eight saves.

| (&)
\ =y =
| |
ll

JamesO’ RourkebrokeDaveReitze's
1960 record of 249 carriesinaseason
when he scooted into theend zonefor
Westfield'ssecond TD. O’ Rourkefin-
ished with 19 carries for 117 yards,
which included a64-yard TD run, to

David B. Corbin (December 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NERVOUS ANTICIPATION...The Westfield PAL “D” football players and
Coach John Dugan await theend of thefir st half and preparetorun out of thechute

and onto thefield (November 28, 2004).

November 21,2012: Onelast-ditch
but valiant effort to get on the
scoreboard in the final minute of the
annual Westfield Powder Puff foot-
ball game came up short for the se-
niors, giving the juniors an 8-0 vic-
tory at Gary Kehler Stadium. After
junior running back Karli Sottung
scooted to the senior 16-yard line,
quarterback Alex Kardias connected
with Carli Friedman for theonly TD.

November 24, 2011: Several
school records were broken or ex-
tended, but Chad Jno-Lewis two-
point conversion in the first quarter
would come back to haunt the
Westfield football team as the
Plainfield Cardinals managed to pull
off a 22-21, come from behind vic-
tory intheAnnual Thanksgiving Day
classic at Gary Kehler Stadium.

Blue Devil senior running back

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuantto N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-839
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to provide necessary ser-

vices for the patients of the Cornerstone
Behavioral Health Hospital of Union County
PERIOD: January 1, 2021-December
31, 2021
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:
$15,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1T -12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ingitis available for publicinspectioninthe
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-824

AWARDED TO: Dr. Vipul C. Mody,
Bridgewater, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: to serve as Medical
Director of the Union County Pediatric Im-
munization Clinic

PERIOD: January1,2021-December 31,
2021

COSTS: in the amount of $24,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuanttoN.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-341
AWARDED TO: Princeton Insurance
Company, Princeton, New Jersey
SERVICES: to renew the Cornerstone
Behavioral Health Hospital Medical Mal-
practice Policy, General and Professional
Liability Policy, and Excess Umbrella Li-
ability Policy
PERIOD: December 15, 2020- Decem-
ber 31, 2021
COSTS: in the amount not to ex-
ceed:$138,093.84
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE

bring his season total to 259 carries.

O’Rourke also broke Jan
Cocozziello's career interception to-
tal of 12, which he reached in 2003,
when he snagged Cardinal quarter-
back Dii’ Jon Allen-Jordan’s pass in
the third quarter. That interception
alsotiedMarcusAllen Graham'ssea
son total of nine that he set in 2005
also against Plainfield.

L ate November 2010: There was
some uncertainty about how success-
ful the SPF girlssoccer teamwould be
thisseason; however, the Raiderswon
their conferencetitleand capturedtheir
fifthUnion County Tournament cham-
pionship in six years with a 2-0 win
over Westfield, before dropping a1-0
heartbreaker to Millburn in the state
sectional tournament to finish with a
14-2-3record. AvikaShah, afour-year
starter, led theteam with 12 goalsand
seven assists. Emily Nagourney used
her powerful kicks to net nine goals,

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuantto N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-837
amending (Resolution No. 2020-526)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

SERVICES: to reflect a three month
extension to the FY2020Alliance Program
Spending Plan grantterm with noincrease
to the overall spending plan.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ingitis available for publicinspectioninthe
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-860

amending (Resolution No. 2019-635)

AWARDED TO: Renaud &
DeAppolonio, LLC, Cranford, New Jer-
sey

SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled
Tatiana Cunningham v. UC, et als.

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$10,000.00 for a total contract amount not
to exceed: $30,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ingitis available for publicinspectioninthe
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-842
amending (Resolution No.2020-35)
AWARDED TO: Florio, Perruci,
Steinhardt & Cappelli, LLC, New Provi-
dence, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: special counsel for
Labor and Personnel matters

COSTS: to increase the contract by
$25,000.00 for a total amount not to ex-
ceed $70,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuantto N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-832

AWARDED TO: Union County Youth
Services Commission

SERVICES: to provide program services
based on the Juvenile Justice Commis-
sion Points of Continuum, Prevention, Di-
version Detention, Disposition and Reen-
try

PERIOD: Januaryl, 2021- December
31, 2021

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed:$511,656.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuantto N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-836
amending (Resolution No. 2020-804)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
services to Union County residents 60
years of age or older and/or their caregivers

PERIOD: Januaryl, 2020- December
31, 2020

COSTS: in an additional amount not to
exceed: $13,230.00 to reflect a new total
of $6,165,248.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuantto N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-850

AWARDED TO: We Are One New Jer-
sey, Inc. Trenton, New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide social and hu-
man services that educate, empower, and
uplift working families under the We Are
One New Jersey Project

PERIOD: January 1, 2021-December
31, 2021

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:
$245,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

most from a distance, and used her
excellentfieldvisiontocontributenine
assists.

November 25, 2010: Thanksgiv-
ing Day wasspecial for theseniorson
the Blue Devils football team in the
annual “ Turkey Day” classic against
Plainfield at Hub Stine Field. The 7-
3 Blue Devilsliterally grounded the
4-6 Cardinals with their swarming
defense, while trampling the Cardi-
nals defensewithaground gamethat
chewed up 224 yards and blanketing
themwithan aerial attack that totaled
204 yardsin a 35-6 triumph.

Senior tail back A.J. Murray, who
galloped for 148 yards to break the
1,000-yard plateau for the season —
had TD runsof 29yardsand 14 yards,
and added another TD on a short
screen pass that he turned into a 60-
yard scoring play. Quarterback Danny
Kerr hit junior James McCrea near
the right pylon for a 16-yard TD.
Senior Garrett Pryor bashed through
thelinefor a seven-yard TD.

November 28, 2009: Friendly com-
petitionwithapurposeresultedina6-
O senior girlsvictory over thejuniors
in the annual Raiders Powder Puff
Football Game sponsored by DECA.
Ally Prestridge followed a horde of
great blockersaroundtheright endto
score a six-yard TD. Kim Wenson
had a pair of interceptions.

November 27, 2008: Numerous
key defensive plays, afive-yard TD
run and apair of breakaway TD runs
fromsenior halfback Ricardo Johnson
was just enough for the Blue Devil
football team to absorb two fourth-
quarter TDs by Plainfield ina21-19
victory in the annua Thanksgiving
Day classic at Hub Stine Field.

November 25, 2006: Senior run-
ning back George Cornell picked the
right timeto have hisbest game when
the Blue Devil football team defeated
Plainfield, 17-7,intheAnnual Thanks-
giving Day Classic that was actually
held on November 25 in Plainfield.
Cornell, who normally would carry
seven to eight times per game but
mostly block for Malcolm Allen,
rushed 19timesfor 121 yards, includ-

ing aone-yard TD plunge to seal the
victory. Additionally, he had severa
key runs for first downs, including a
30-yardgallopthat setuphisTD bash.

L ateNovember 2006: Blue Devil
Physical Education Coordinator,
former softball andfield hockey Head
Coach Maggie McFadden felt that
thetimewasripeto redirect her ener-
giesand ultimately havemoreleisure
timeto dabbleonthegolf courseafter
coaching in the school system for
more than two decades.

Thanksgiving Day 2005: An ef-
forttomakeit four Thanksgiving Day
victories in arow over powerhouse
Elizabeth ended for the Raidersfoot-
ball teamasvisiting Elizabeth grabbed
a27-0victory. Senior linebacker Nick
Giannaci had ateam-high, 13tackles.

ThanksgivingDay 2005: Bigplays
have decided the outcome of a num-
ber of Thanksgiving Day showdowns
between the Westfield football team
andPlainfield. The 101st meetingwas
highlighted by one huge 67-yard TD
runand ahit justinchesfromthegoal
line that prevented a TD, eventually
leading to a9-0 Cardinal victory be-
fore a massive crowd at Kehler Sta-
dium. BlueDevil safety MarcusAllen
Graham recorded his ninth intercep-
tionof theseasontobreak theall-time
WHS season record of eight set by
Jan Cocozziello in 2003.

November 25, 2004: Hurt but hun-
gry“WildDogs’ becamevery danger-
ousandthe11thranked Elizabethfoot-
ball team eventually realized it when
thehosting Raidersemergedwithal3-
12upsetvictory on Thanksgiving Day.
Senior quarterback Dan L aForgecom-
pleted 11 of 26 passes for 170 yards,
including respective TD passes of 20
yards and 61 yards to senior wide
receiver/safety Sean Smith.

November 28, 2004: More than
gaining yardage took place at Giants
StadiuminEast Rutherford. Thanksto
the graciousness of Director of Youth
Programs Beth Roche, staff and secu-
rity personnel, the Westfield PAL “D”
football team got the opportunity of a
lifetime by performing during half-
time of the Giants/Eagles game.
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David B. Corbin (December 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HITTING THE BIG TIME AT GIANTS STADIUM ...The Westfield PAL “D”
offense and defense mix it up and got roars from the crowd of 76,000 people at
Giants Stadium (November 28, 2004).

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ingitis available for publicinspectionin the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-858
amending (Resolution No.2019-1113)
AWARDED TO: French & Parrello,

Associates, PA., Wall, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide additional
On-Call MEP Engineering Services
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$15,000.00 for a new contract amount not
to exceed: $17,500.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ingitis available for publicinspectioninthe
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-343
amending (Resolution No.2020-33)
AWARDED TO: Ruderman and Roth,
LLC, Springfield, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: special counsel for La-
bor and Personnel matters

COSTS: to increase the contract by
$45,000.00 for a total amount not to ex-
ceed $170,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ingitisavailable for publicinspectioninthe
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-844
amending (Resolution No.2020-32)
AWARDED TO: Eric M. Bernstein &

Associates, LLC, Warren, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel for La-
bor and personnel matters
COSTS: to increase the contract by
$15,000.00 for a total amount not to ex-
ceed $125,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/03/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ingitis available for publicinspectioninthe
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-859
amending (Resolution No.2020-560)
AWARDED TO: DeCotiis Fitzpatrick
Cole & Giblin of Teaneck, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for Special Legal Coun-
sel for certain Redevelopment Projects
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$50,000.00 for a total contract amount not
to exceed $130,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1T -12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42
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WESTFIELD

Sunday, November 29, between
the hours of 3 p.m. and 5:13 p.m.,
a black-colored Trek bicycle was
stolen from Westfield Municipal
Lot No. 5. The bicycle is valued at
$500. There are no suspects.

Tuesday, December 1, aresident
of the 800 block of Village Green
reported that a suspect stole a de-
livered package from their front
steps. The approximate value of
the item in the package taken is
$600. This is an ongoing investi-
gation.

Tuesday, December 1, at ap-
proximately 5:20 p.m., a 17-year-
old female reported that she was
followed by an unknown person in
amedium-sized white pickup truck
while she was jogging on the 900
block of Saint Marks Avenue. The
suspect vehicle passed her mul-
tiple times before stopping ahead
of her, at which time the driver
exited the vehicle, causing the 17-
year-old to turn and leave the area.
The suspect was described as pos-
sibly male with a medium height
and medium build. No further de-
scription of the suspect was pro-
vided.

Wednesday, December 2, a resi-
dent of the 700 block of Scotch
Plains Avenue reported that their
personal information was used by
someone to apply for and receive a
bank loan. The resident stated that
they did not apply for said loan,
and as such, their identity was sto-
len. The resident reported no mon-
etary loss at that time, nor any
other suspicious activity.

Thursday, December 3, Clifford
Lawson, 62, of Newark was ar-
rested and charged with shoplift-
ing. A business on the 200 block of
East Broad Street reported being
the victim of a shoplifting and pro-
vided a suspect description. Police
observed an individual matching
the suspect’s description and de-
tained that person, who was ar-
rested at the scene of the detention.
A subsequent investigation led po-
lice to the determination that the
suspect was involved in other
shopliftings. The value of the sto-
len property was listed as $280,
$320 and $240.

Thursday, December 3, a resi-
dent of the 100 block of Nelson
Place reported being the victim of
fraud. The victim stated that one or
more unknown suspects accessed
her credit card and made a pur-
chase of approximately $709 on a
HP website.

Friday, December 4, a business
on the 100 block of Quimby Street
reported being the victim of a shop-

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2220

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING AN EMERGENCY AP-
PROPRIATION PURSUANT
TON.J.S.A.40A:4-53COVID-
19 SPECIAL EMERGENCY

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
December 8, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016988-19
FILE NO. 28139-20

NOTICE TO REDEEM

TLF NATIONAL TAX LIEN
TRUST 2017-1; PLAINTIFF
VS.JOSE RODRIGUEZ; MRS.
JOSE RODRIGUEZ, WIFE OF
JOSE RODRIGUEZ;
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY AS
TRUSTEE ON BEHALF OF
MORGAN STANLEY ABS
CAPITAL | INC TRUST 2006-
HES, MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2006-HES; AMERI-
CAN GENERAL FINANCIAL
SERVICES, INC.; THE PRU-
DENTIAL PROPERTY AND
CASUALTY CO.; WELDON
MATERIALS INC.; PORKY
PRODUCTS INC.; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: JOSE RODRIGUEZ; MRS. JOSE
RODRIGUEZ, WIFE OF JOSE
RODRIGUEZ

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 4, 2020, the Superior
Court Fixed February 2, 2021, or the next
business day, between regular business
hours, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 2 BLOCK 135 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amountrequired to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 10-107 is
$94,620.62, together with interest from
November 30, 2020 and costs of $1,553.45.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1T-12/10/20, The Leader

Fee: $59.16

POLICEBLOTTER

Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

lifting. The suspect selected an item
and left the business without pay-
ing for the item. The value of the
item was approximately $25. There
is a suspect in this incident, but no
arrest had beenreported as of press
time.

Friday, December 4, a caller re-
ported graffiti on a telephone box
in the area of the 300 block of
Tuttle Parkway. The graffiti, de-
scribed as writings in black-col-
ored spray paint, was observed on
the top and face of the telephone
box. The graffiti appeared to be
faded from age.

SCOTCH PLAINS

Tuesday, December 1, Frederick
Wallace, 52, of Rahway was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on an
outstanding traffic warrant out of
Roselle. Wallace was released with a
court date.

Thursday, December 3, a resident
of Eastham Court reported being a
victim of fraud. The victim reported
money being taken from their check-
ing account through a fraudulent
PayPal account. The matter is under
investigation.

Thursday, December 3, a resident
of Little Falls Way reported being a
victim of fraud. The victim reported
that their bank account was hacked
and money taken. The matter is un-
der investigation.

Thursday, December 3, Joseph
Malave, 22, of Perth Amboy was
arrested and charged with posses-
sion of marijuana during a motor
vehicle stop. Malave was transported
topolice headquarters, processed and
released on a summons.

Thursday, December 3, Alexis
Monroy, 21, of Colonia was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana during a motor vehicle stop.
Monroy was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
on a summons.

Thursday, December 3, a resident
of Westfield Road reported being a
victim of fraud. The victim reported
that someone attempted to file for un-
employmentbenefits under theirname.

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES

ORDINANCE NO. 20-21-S

THE BOND ORDINANCE PUBLISHED
HEREWITH HAS BEEN FINALLY
ADOPTED ON DECEMBER 7,2020 AND
THE 20-DAY PERIOD OF LIMITATION
WITHIN WHICH A SUIT, ACTION OR
PROCEEDING QUESTIONING THE VA-
LIDITY OF SUCH ORDINANCE CAN BE
COMMENCED, AS PROVIDED IN THE
LOCAL BOND LAW, HAS BEGUN TO
RUN FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS STATEMENT.

BOND ORDINANCE AMEND-
ING BOND ORDINANCE NO.
20-14-S

KATHLEEN HOLMES
BOROUGH CLERK
1T-12/10/20, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2202

NOTICE OF PENDING
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 29A

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
December 8, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE

The bondordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the governing body of the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, on December 7,
2020. It will be further considered for final
passage, after public hearing thereon, ata
meeting of the governing body to be held
at the Municipal Building, at 75 North
Martine Avenue, in the Borough of
Fanwood, New Jersey, on December 21,
2020 at 7:30 o’clock PM. During the week
prior to and up to and including the date of
such meeting copies of the full ordinance
will be available at no cost and during
regular business hours, at the Clerk’s of-
fice for the members of the general public
who shallrequestthe same. The summary
of the terms of such bond ordinance fol-
lows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
PROVIDING AN APPROPRIA-
TION OF $7,200,000 FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A LI-
BRARYINANDBY THE BOR-
OUGHOF FANWOOD, INTHE
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING
THE ISSUANCE OF
$3,702,500 BONDS OR
NOTES OF THE BOROUGH
FOR FINANCING PART OF
THE APPROPRIATION

Purpose(s): For the construction of a
library, including all work and materials
necessary therefor and incidental thereto.

Appropriation: $7,200,000

Bonds/Notes Authorized: $3,702,500

Grants (if any) Appropriated:
$3,497,500 expected to be received as a
grantfrom the State of New Jersey, specifi-
cally from the Jersey Library Construction
Bond Act.

Section 20 Costs: $2,500,000

Useful Life: 30 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A.20A:2-17.

Kathleen Holmes,

Borough Clerk

1T-12/10/20, The Times Fee: $47.94

The matter is under investigation.

Friday, December 4, Mark An-
thony, 51, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with posses-
sion of marijuana during a motor
vehicle stop. Anthony was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on a summons.

Friday, December 4, a resident of
Evergreen Avenue reported being a
victim of fraud. The victim reported
that someone opened a cell phone in
their name. The matter is under in-
vestigation.

Monday, December 7, a resident
of Clark reported their motor ve-
hicle stolen while working in the
area of Country Club Lane. The vic-
tim stated that the keys were in the
ignition with the vehicle running
when they observed a suspect, de-
scribed by the victim as a black male
wearing a blue hoodie and orange
vest, enter the vehicle and drive away
north on Martine Avenue. The
victim’s vehicle is a 2014 Chrysler
Wagon, white in color. The case is
under investigation.

seksk
Charges are merely an accusation
and defendants are presumed
innocent until proven guilty.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 20-12-212

CONTRACTOR: T&M Associates, 11
Tindall Road, Middletown, New Jersey,
Planner/Engineer Services

NATURE OF SERVICE: Planning/En-
gineering Services

DURATION: For a period not to exceed
December 31, 2020

FEE: Not to exceed $4,500.00

A copy of this resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Kathleen M. Holmes
Borough Clerk
Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
COUNTY OF UNION

ORDINANCE 20-20-S

1T-12/10/20, The Times

Notice is hereby given Ordinance No.
20-20-S

AN ORDINANCE VACATING
PORTIONS OF THE PUBLIC
ROAD KNOWN AS OLD
SOUTH AVENUE

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a special meeting of
the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood held on December 7, 2020.
This Ordinance shall take effectimmedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.
Kathleen Holmes
Borough Clerk

1T-12/10/20, The Times Fee: $18.87

REPORTERS WANTED

We are seeking detail-oriented,
self-starting, disciplined jour-
nalists and communicators
with integrity; who have a pas-
sion for reporting the facts. An
individual who takes owner-
ship of their news stories/beat
and can work collaboratively
with other reporters and edi-
tors. Report, write, capture vi-
sual content, edit and produce
stories for multiple platforms
on deadline. Experience in
using social media for news
gathering and promotion a
plus. Please emailresume and
clipsto: press@goleader.com

Santander Gives $50K For

New UCC Scholar ship

CRANFORD - The Union County
College Foundationreceiveda$50,000
donation from Santander Bank to fund
The Santander First-Generation Hon-
ors Scholarship. This generous dona-
tion will provide a $2,000 scholarship
to 25 Union Honors students over the
next year to help them remain on track
toward the completion of their associ-
ate degree or certificate. Many will
later transfer to a four-year college or
university with junior-level status.

To qualify for The Santander First-
Generation Honors Scholarship, a stu-
dent must be a member of Phi Theta
Kappa, the two-year honor society for
community college students orenrolled
in the American Honors program at
Union County College. Each student
mustbe thefirstin their family to pursue
acollege degree and preference will be
given to students who are from
underrepresented backgrounds.

“Santander believes in the power of
education to shape our future genera-
tions and drive positive change in our
local communities,” said Seth Goodall,
Executive Director, Corporate Social
Responsibility at Santander Bank. “We
are proud to support first generation
students at Union County College and
look forward to seeing their success in
the years to come.”

“Today, more than ever, support of
our Foundation from our corporate
partners is vital to ensure our ability to
have a transformative impact on our
community. We are deeply thankful to
Santander Bank for this generous do-
nation that will ensure that a student’s
economic reality is not a roadblock
towards theiracademic success,” stated
Doug Rouse, Union County College
Foundation Executive Director. “The
scholarship will cover asignificant por-
tionof tuition for the year and will allow
the recipients to focus on their studies
for their continued success.”

To learn more about how you can
establish or donate to a scholarship
with the Union County College Foun-
dation, call (908) 709-7505.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2201

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
2154 ENTITLED “AN ORDI-
NANCE TO AMEND THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION,” AR-
TICLE 1l, TOWN OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION
3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS
AND SALARY SCHEDULE,”
SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given thatthe foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
December 8, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1T-12/10/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
COUNTY OF UNION
ORDINANCE 20-19-S

Notice is hereby given Ordinance No.
20-19-S

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING A SPECIAL EMERGENCY
APPROPRIATION IN THE
AMOUNT OF $110,000.00 OR
SUCHOTHER AMOUNT CER-
TIFIED BY THE DIRECTOR
OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
SERVICES FOR THE PUR-
POSES SET FORTH IN
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53(M)

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a special meeting of
the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood held on December 7, 2020.

This Ordinance shall take effectimmedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Kathleen Holmes
Borough Clerk

1T-12/20/20, The Times Fee: $22.95

CLASSIFIEDS

Place a Classified Ad online at www.goleader.com/form/classified

DAILY OFFICE SPACE AVAIL

ROSELLE PARK ESTATE SALE

Daily Office/Meeting Space
Available in prime downtown
Westfield location. Prof offices with
desks & work stations. Parking.
WIFI. Quiet and Sunny. Avail
Immed. Call 908-654-6262.

4hrs $100, 8hrs $200

MISCELLANEOUS

High-Speed Internet. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availabil-
ity to find the best service for your
needs. Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-592-5113.

MISCELLANEOUS

Deliver your message to nearly a
million readers! Place a 2x2 Dis-
play Adin NJweekly newspapers.
Call Peggy Arbitell at 609-406-
0600 ext. 14 for more information.

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-516-1257

PUBLIC NOTICES

Keeping an eye on your govern-
ments? Manually search the site
or register to receive email notifi-
cations and/or save your searches.
It's a free public service provided
by NJ Press Association at
www.njpublicnotices.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWN-
ERS: Doyouwanttoreach nearly
a million readers? Place your 25-
word classified ad in over 90 news-
papers throughout NJ for $560.
Contact Peggy Arbitell 609-359-
7381 or visit www.njpa.org

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOURCARORTRUCK
TOHERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. 844-256-6577

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the foregoing ordinance was duly in-
troduced and passed upon first reading at
aregular meeting of the Borough Council
of the Borough of Fanwood, in the County
of Union, New Jersey, held on December
7, 2020. Further notice is hereby given
that said ordinance will be considered for
final passage and adoption, after public
hearing thereon, at a regular meeting of
said Borough Council to be held at the
Municipal Building, 75 North Martine Av-
enue, Fanwood, New Jersey, on Decem-
ber 21, 2020 at 7:00 p.m., and during the
week prior to and up to and including the
date of such meeting, copies of said ordi-
nance will be made available at the Bor-
ough Clerk’s Office to the members of the
general publicwho shallrequestthe same.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD, IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING
FOR A SPECIAL EMER-
GENCY APPROPRIATION
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A.
40A:4-53(M) INTHE AMOUNT
OF $125,000 TOFUND A DEFI-
CIT IN OPERATIONS IN THE
SEWER UTILITY FUND DI-
RECTLY ATTRIBUTABLETO
COVID-19

Kathleen Holmes,
Borough Clerk

1T-12/10/20, The Times Fee: $33.66

417 Roosevelt Street
Sat. 12/12 & Sun.12/13
10am -3pm

Dining Room Table w/6 Chairs,
Curio, China Cabinet, Buffet,
Kitchen Sets, Sofa, Lamps, Coffee
Table, Chairs, China, Glass,
Kitchenware, Metal Cabinets,
Dressers, Closets, TV'’s,
Vacuums, Dolls, Toys, Folding
Wheelchair, 33's, & More!
Masks Required for Entry!
ForPics & Info DovetailsUSA.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Callus at 1-877-723-7480 or
visit www.walkintubgquote.com/nj

MISCELLANEOUS

GENERAC Standby Generators.
The weather is increasingly
unpredictable. Be prepared for
power outages. FREE 7-year
extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home
assessment today. Call 1-844-
228-1850 Special financing for
qualified customers.

MISCELLANEOUS

ENJOY 100% guaranteed,
delivered to-the-door Omaha
Steaks! Get 4 FREE Pork Chops
and 4 Free CHICKEN BREASTS.
Order the Omaha Steaks Classic
—ONLY $129.99. Call 1-844-497-
1001 and use code 66762MFX or
visit www.omahasteaks.com/
dinner297

MULTI-ACTIVITY TRAIN TABLE

FOR SALE: This multi-activity table
is a space-defining play area. The
sturdy wooden play table is ideal
for trains, dollhouses, arts & crafts,
blocks, puzzles, games and more.
Big enough for multiple kids to play
at once and low enough for easy
access. Pull-outdrawer for storage.
50"Lx35"Wx18"H. Excellent
condition. $45.Call (908) 654-6091.

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Planning
Board of The Borough of Fanwood, after
public hearing on October 28, 2020 granted
approval to Lisa Santa Maria for setback
and improvement coverage variances for
property at 40 Arlene Court, Fanwood,
being Block 40 and Lot 30.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Lisa Santa Maria

40 Arlene Court

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1T-12/10/20, The Times Fee: $15.30

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 20-12-209

CONTRACTOR: Axon Enterprises, Inc.,
17800 North 85th Street, Scottsdale, Ari-
zona 85255, Law Enforcement Support
Services

NATURE OF SERVICE: Law Enforce-
ment Support Services

DURATION: For a period not to exceed
December 31, 2020

FEE: Not to exceed $17,655.60

A copy of this resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Kathleen M. Holmes
Borough Clerk
Fee: $18.87

1T-12/10/20, The Times

Goods & Services Directory

OLIVER A

PAVING

Driveways * Parking Lots
Seal Coating * Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured * FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

FLUENT IN QUICKBOOKS

DESKTOP & ONLINE
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND RECEIVABLE,
BANK RECS, FINANCIAL REPORTING
PAYROLL FOR UP TO 49 EMPLOYEES
MONTHLY, QUARTERLY & YEARLY
PAYROLL TAXES AND 10998

BEss ECKSTEIN
917-882-1801
ECKSTEIN.BESS(@GMAIL.COM

. Marhle & Granite Fabricators

High quality wholesale prices on all your marble & granite needs.

Specializing in kitchen countertops, bathroom vanities & fireplaces.

“Looking forward to doing business with you. Come in for a
FREE estimate or simply fax us your loyouts.”

2476 Plainficld Avenue

Scotch Plains, NJ

908-233-5300

Fax: 908-233-5655

This AD space is calling your name!
You should call back.

Ask for Jeff Gruman at 908-232-4407

T
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CHECCHIO
]

BLACK TOP
PAVING

DRIVEWAYS CONCRETE
PARKING LOTS ~ BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422

FREE ESTIMATES

HOILIDAY GUESTS
ARE COMING!

. Spruce up your tile!

BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
FLOORS, COUNTERS

Call for a free in-home estimate

973-634-7384

Precision Painting
Plus

Specializing in
Interior Painting,
Wall Repair, Spackling,
Professional, Neat, Reliable

No job too small
Free estimates

908-400-5599

Want this AD space?

Contact the Space Man
908-232-4407  sales@goleader.com

Single Size: $25 per week * Double Size: $40 per week
Call Jeff Gruman at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com
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By HILLARY SHOPE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Veggie Potato Cakes

This recipe is easy, delicious and
filling! I had leftover mashed pota-
toes from Thanksgiving, so I used
those as the base of this recipe. The
mashed potatoes already had a bit of
oat milk and butter in them from
when I first

Directions:

In alarge bowl, mix together all of
the above ingredients, including
mashed potatoes, carrot, parmesan
cheese, garlic powder, onion powder,
sage, black pepper, salt, broccoli and
Y4 cup of the panko bread crumbs.

Pour the remaining 1/2 cup of panko

bread crumbs onto

whipped them up.
Thisrecipe makes
about nine savory
cakes. I recom-
mend making
them no larger
than the size of the
palmofyourhand.
Otherwise, they
will be too diffi-
cult to flip in the

a small plate. Set
aside.

Place your skil-
let over low heat
and melt a pat of
butter. (I used a
cast iron skillet,
but if you want to
make more at
once, you can use
a large electric

pan and have a
higher likelihood of falling apart.
Enjoy!

Ingredients:

2 cups mashed potatoes

Y4 cup finely shredded carrot

4 cup shredded parmesan cheese

Y4 teaspoon garlic powder

Y4 teaspoon onion powder

Y4 teaspoon sage

Y4 teaspoon black pepper

Y4 teaspoon salt

Y4 cup finely chopped broccoli (I
recommend using only the head of
broccoli and leaving the stems out.
Chop the broccoli soithas the consis-
tency of sand.)

% cup panko bread crumbs (You
will be splitting this up during the
recipe.)

skillet.)

Once your potato mixture is com-
bined, use your hands to start forming
the cakes. Take about Sicup of the
mixture and roll into aballin the palm
of your hand. Press down to form a
patty. Make sure you don’t make it
too thin — you want it to be sturdy.
Place the patty into the panko bread
crumbs, making sure to coat all
sides.

Place your cake into the skillet and
sauté until nicely browned (about 5
minutes on each side). Be sure to
delicately flip them with a spatula as
they will remain pretty soft in the
middle. Since you’re making your
cakes in batches, be sure to add a pat
of butter to the skillet each time you
start a new batch.

New L ook at Westfield’s
History Celebrates 300 Years

WESTFIELD — “The Fates Were
Favorably Inclined: A History of
Westfield, New Jersey” provides a
fresh look at some of the artifacts,
images and stories of the people who
have shaped the town from a farming
community to prosperous suburb.
Those stories reflect times of turbu-
lence and unrest as well as times of
great progress.

Released in conjunction with
Westfield’s 300th-year celebration,
the book begins with the glaciers and
ends with the as-of-yet unfinished
story of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Westfield Town Historian Robert

Wendel noted, “This book builds on
and updates older Westfield histories
in an engaging and fun-to-read for-
mat. [thelps us better understand how
and why Westfield has developed into
the dynamic town we have today.”
Author Barbara Wolf Burton and
designer Nina Ovryn Schwartz are
both longtime Westfield residents.
The book will be available Wednes-
day, December 16, at The Town Book
Store, located at 270 East Broad
Street, Westfield. Pre-orders may be
placed by calling the store at (908)
233-3535 or online at
westfieldnjbook.com.

< ntertainment

WHS Theatre Dept. Presents
26 Pebbles Virtual Event

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
High School (WHS) Theatre De-
partment presents 26 Pebbles, a play
by Eric Ulloa. This pre-recorded
virtual event will be streamed via
BookTix on Saturday, December 12,
and Monday, December 14.

This powerful play is based on
the Sandy Hook Elementary School
shooting and the aftermath of this
event on the community of
Newtown, Conn. The 26 deaths, de-
scribed by one Newtown resident
as “pebbles thrown into a pond,”
created ripples that captured the
attention of the entire nation and
vibrations that were felt far beyond
the initial rings. This is the story of
those vibrations. The play takes
place on the eighth anniversary of
this horrendous tragedy.

“Every so often, a piece of theatre
like 26 Pebbles comes along that
has the opportunity to have an ever-
lasting impact on those who view
it,” said WHS Theatre Director
Daniel Devlin. “The cast and crew
of 26 Pebbles have been working
tirelessly to discover new ways of
connecting with one another, rees-
tablishing our community, creating
meaningful, thoughtful theatre and
continuing to tell these important

stories of courage and healing. We
look forward to sharing this story of
challenge, strength and renewal, and
we hope the community will join us
for this remarkable event.”

Due to the current Covid-19 pan-
demic and the ripples that this event
has sent throughout the town, state
and nation, the WHS Theatre De-
partment has been preparing for this
production 100 percent remotely.
All auditions, rehearsals, technical
work and performances have been
conducted online, which has pre-
sented myriad challenges as well as
numerous learning opportunities.
Due to the pandemic and the health
precautions, the performances will
be virtual only.

WHS Theatre is sharing this pre-
recorded performance as a special
streamed event at whstd.booktix.com
on Saturday, December 12, and Mon-
day, December 14. The play’s pub-
lisher suggests that the target audi-
ence for this production is adults and
teenagers between the ages of 14
and 18.

Tickets currently are available
through an online ticket vendor and
will close 15 minutes before each
performance. For additional infor-
mation, visit whstd.booktix.com.

R = T

DAISIESSAY THANK YOU...Daisy Troop 40901 brought homemade car dsto
theCranford FireDepartment, pictur ed above, aswell astotheCranford Police
Department, to express their appreciation to members who have served their
country. They madetheir presentationslast monthin conjunctionwith Veterans

Day.

who are struggling with food insecurity. Thank you to the
groups and individuals who came together to make this project happen.
Sponsored by the Westfield United Way, Westfield Rotary and The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, the project’s funds will be distributed
to support the efforts of food pantries and food kitchens in our local

hank you for showing that Westfield cares about its neighbors.
With the “Be the Light” campaign of luminary sales in Novem-
ber, almost $35,000 was raised to feed people in Union County

community and Union County.

Thank You, Westfield

y E THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN

Ve WESTFIELD

L ocal Girl Scouts
Honor Veterans

Near and Far

CRANFORD - Girl Scouts of
Cranford recently honored veter-
ans in their hometown and those
serving all over the world with
two different initiatives. Daisy
Troop 40901 made homemade
cards of gratitude and delivered
them in person to members of the
Cranford Police Department and
Cranford Fire Department who
also are veterans of the United
States armed forces. The delivery
was timed to coincide with Veter-
ans Day, which is observed on
November 11.

“The girls were so proud to
decorate the cards for our veter-
ans. We also have more cards for
the Cranford VFW and a poster,”
explained Nikki Savino Mulcahy,
co-leader of Daisy Troop 40901.
“Many of our Daisy Scouts also
gave cards they created to family
members, friends and neighbors
who are veterans. They did such a
great job and are truly excited to
be part of the Cranford Girl Scout
family as Daisies.”

Active-duty troops also will re-
ceive homemade holiday cheer
from the Girl Scouts of Cranford
thanks to the efforts of Girl Scout
Ambassador Troop 40071. For the
sixth year in a row, the troop co-
ordinated a “Cards for Troops”
drive and collected hundreds of
cards and ornaments that will be
distributed to military personnel
stationed in the United States as
well as overseas.

Typically, the “Cards for
Troops” event is held at the
Cranford Community Center, but
because Covid-19 restrictions pre-
vented that type of gathering this
year, the participation and collec-
tion was remote. Girl Scout Am-
bassadors from Troop 40071 cre-
ated, packed and delivered 225
card-making/activity kits to more
than 20 participating troops, who
created 200 ornaments and 400
holiday cards — more than any
other year to date.

The Girl Scouts of Cranford in-
cludes over 1,139 Girl Scout mem-
bers in 71 troops and Juliettes,
making it one of the largest non-
profit organizations in the town-
ship. The Cranford Service Unitis
a part of the Girl Scouts Heart of
New Jersey Council, which in turn
is part of the Girl Scouts of the
USA.

Any family that is interested in
learning more about local Girl
Scouts or the Girl Scouts of
Cranford is invited to visit
cranfordgirlscouts.com.

Community Calendar A A

Brought to you by Trinitas Regional Medical Center TRI N ITAS

Regional Medical Center

Free Gift Wrapping at the
Downtown Welcome Center,
Westfield. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
throughout the month of Decem-
ber.

Westfield AreaY Men’s Club
Christmas Tree Sale at the EIm
Street Athletic Field, Westfield.
Monday through Friday, 5 p.m. to
9 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 9
a.m. to 6 p.m throughout the
month of December.

Online Local Shopping for
Downtown Westfield throughout
the month of December. Visit
www.beyondmain.com/g/down-
town-westfield/

Westfield Art Takes Flight
Butterfly Auction through
Thursday, December 10 at 10 p.m.

Visit https://
www.32auctions.com/
westfieldbutterflies

Scotch PlainsMenorah Light-
ing Thursday, December 10, 5
p.m. Virtual celebration only to
be Streamed on Facebook Live.

Introduction to Dialetcitcal
Behavioral Therapy (DBT), live
zoom webinar Friday, December
11, 9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. The be-
ginners course, sponsored by
Trinitas Regional Medical Cen-
ter, is designed for mental health
professionals. Register at
www.dbtnj.org.

Holiday Home Decorating
Contest in Scotch Plains. Regis-
ter your home by Friday, Decem-
ber 11 at
register.communitypass.net/
scotchplains.

The Grinch, drive-up movie
sponsored by the Union County
Freeholders. Friday, December
11, 6:30 p.m. at The Union County
Vocation and Technical Schools
campus, 1776 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains. Reserve at: https:/
/ucnj.org/reserve.

New Jersey Cares Coat Drive
through Friday, December 11.
Collecting new and gently used
winter coats. Drop off to Chris-
tine Cosenza, State Farm, 2 Elm
Street, Westfield. Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,

Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Wondeful Life: The Radio
Play live Zoom performances Fri-
day, December 11 and Saturday,
December 12, one pre-recorded
Zoom performance Sunday, De-
cember 13. For more information
and to purchase tickets visit,
www.thetheaterproject.org.

Garwood 2020 Santa Ride
Saturday, December 12 (rain date
Saturday, December 19) starting
at 12:30 p.m. on the North side.

Watchung Arts Center Holi-
day Concert Saturday December
12 at 8 p.m. AMANI will perform
a selection of holiday favoraits
as well as some hits from a vari-
ety of genres on Zoom. Tickets:
$20 per person. Purchase tickets
a t
watchungartscenter.eventbrite.com.

6 Pebbles, presented by Westfield
High School Theatre Department
Saturday, December 12, and Mon-
day, December 14. This pre-re-
corded virtual event will be
streamed via BookTix. visit
whstd.booktix.com.Visit
whstd.booktix.com.

Vistual Cookbook Club Thurs-
day, December 17, at 7:30 p.m.
Register at scotlib.org/.

Andrea McArdle: A Holiday
Concert, virtual performances
presented by Kean Stage. Perfor-
mances will be streamed Thurs-
day, December 17 at 7 p.m.; Fri-
day, December 18 at 7 p.m.; Sat-
urday, December 19 at 3 p.m. and
8 p.m. and Sunday, December 20
at 3 p.m. All performances are in
eastern standard time. Tickets for
the streamed concert are $30.
Tickets can be purchased online
at www.keanstage.com.

No Day But Today, a musical
theatre concert honoring the mis-
sion of World AIDS Day. Satur-
day, December 19 at 7 p.m. Tick-
ets for the virtual performance
are $20 and can be purchased at
ucpac.org/NoDayButToday.

Submit events at
www.goleader.com/calendar

High School Senior’s Fat Dog
Cookie Business Taking Off

By HILLARY SHOPE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School senior Amanda White is
baking cookies Westfielders can’t
seem to get enough of — the popu-
lar chocolate chip cookies sell out
regularly.

Amanda, a Westfield High
School cheerleader, started sell-
ing cookies back in September
when she learned cheer had been
cancelled due to the pandemic.
She loves baking and has always
been interested in selling sweets.

“I’m not a person that’s just go-
ing to sit around for two weeks
watching TV; I am going to start a
business,” said Amanda.

Amandahas done a bit of adver-
tising among local Westfield
groups, Instagram
(@FatDogCookie) and Facebook,
but popularity has primarily
spread through word of mouth.

“It just took off so fast,” said

Cookie is selling a variety of lim-
ited edition boxes, all of which
include 12 of the classic choco-
late chip cookie base and offer
different toppings and decorations
depending on the box a customer
chooses.

“The limited edition boxes are
only here for December, and in
January they’re gone,” said
Amanda.

When asked about what makes
her cookies so special, Amanda
said it’s hard to pinpoint an exact
answer, butI can vouch that there’s
some sort of magic in the cookies
and locals agree, purchasing box
after box.

Amanda is still figuring out ex-
actly what the future of Fat Dog
Cookies looks like. She would love
to grow the business, but plans to
attend college next fall. So for
now, she hopes to find more time
to bake, find a larger space to
bake in, and potentially expand

Amanda, the types
who bal- of cookies
ances she offers.
maintain- “I  use
ing the our home
business kitchen
and baking right now
on top of 1 and I can
her school only bake
work. 14 cookies

Over the s at a time,
pandemic, so I would
she saw so love to
many find a
larger kitchen
cookie where I'm
companies AmandaWhiteis able to
selling make more
their prod- cookies,”

ucts for extremely high prices and
thought she would buck the trend.

“I want a more affordable prod-
uct and I want something that’s
more accessible to everyone,” said
Amanda. “I wanted [to make]
something people would love to
enjoy, especially during this time.
There’s lots of hardship, but ev-
eryone loves a chocolate chip
cookie — that’s pretty universal.”

Amanda named her business af-
ter her family’s rescued Yorkie,
Scooby. He was a bit on the larger
side, and was getting overlooked
in the adoption process when
Amanda’s family decided he was
the perfect fit. After arriving at his
forever home, he put on some
weight and had to start dieting.
So, when brainstorming a name
for the business, “Fat Dog Cookie”
was born.

“On each box, there’s a sticker
with my dog’s picture on it,” said
Amanda. “The first two months
[of business], I donated 10 per-
cent of profits to the rescue that
rescued him because they gave us
him, so I felt like we should give
back to them.”

This holiday season, Fat Dog

said Amanda.

Although she’s limited by how
many cookies she can bake at a
time, she’s churning out order af-
ter order. So far, she’s baked over
3,600 cookies and business isn’t
slowing down anytime soon.

Each month Amanda donates 10
percent of her proceeds to a local
organization. December proceeds
will go to the Westfield United
Fund, a local non-profit that aims
to help people in Westfield and
strengthen the community.

“I feel like if I'm doing well 1
need to share the success with
people that do really need it, so |
will always do that,” said Amanda.

If you’re interested in buying
Fat Dog Cookie, Amanda recom-
mends following her Instagram,
as that’s where she posts sale dates,
the boxes she currently is offering
and more. If you are interested in
reaching out to Amanda directly
about a purchase, you can also fill
out an inquiry form at
fatdogcookie.com. Customers can
pick up their cookies directly from
Amanda or pay a $5 delivery fee
to get them delivered to their
home.
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WHIZZING ONE PAST A RAIDER...Minuteman Sebastian Diaz, center, ripsa shot past Raider
junior midfielder Alvaro Furfaro, No. 12, in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship

David B. Corbin (November 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

gamein Scotcb Plains on November 8, 2018.

David B. Corbin (November 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ridgewood on November 15, 2019.

GOOD‘OLE’ STIFFARM...BlueDevil runningback Tim Alliegro, No. 5, usesastiff arm toget past
a Ridgewood Maroon defender during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 semifinal game at

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

From the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times - Full ac-
counts available at
www.goleader.com - year,
month, week

November 15, 2019: A su-
perb defensive effort by the
fourth-seeded Westfield football
team forced top-seeded
Ridgewood to change its offen-
sivetacticsin the second half and
it paid off with a pair of fourth-
quarter TDs to earn the Maroon a
16-10 victory in the semifinal

round of the NJSIAA North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 5 playoff at
Ridgewood HS.

The Blue Devils’ defensive line
and linebackers spearheaded by
senior co-captain Will Kessler and
Colin Freer stuffed the Maroon’s
running game to just 22 yards,
while the corners and safeties
limited quarterback Liam Tarlton
toone completionin five attempts
for six yards, which included an
interception by senior defensive
back Dan Varano and a tipped
pass by Freer. Junior Justin Ortiz

BALLTICC

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

would later recover a fumble
which would set up QB Hank
Shapiro’s one-yard TD.

Shapiro completed 11 of 18
passes for 107 yards in the first
half, which included eight to se-
nior Griffin Rooney for 79 yards.
Shapiro would complete eight of
13 passes in the second half for
81 yards for a total of 188 yards.
Rooney would add four more re-
ceptions for 44 yards for a total of
123 yards. Senior receiver John
Czarnecki would finish with three
receptions for 22 yards and Nick
Martini would have a 12-yard
reception.

Unfortunately for the Blue Dev-
ils, the Maroon defense tight-
ened up enough to limit them to

G@l@ I'ennemi du journaliste

three field goal attempts in the
first half. The first a 30-yard at-
tempt was no good. The second
a 28-yard attempt was blocked.
The third attempt worked when
junior Mack Prybylski split the
uprights from 20 yards out to
%ivl? Westfield a 3-0 lead at the
alf.

Late November 2019: What
has been a grueling traditional
clash of titans has become a
nearly one-sided affair when it
comes to the Annual Thanksgiv-
ing Day football game between
the Westfield Blue Devils and the
Plainfield Cardinals. Since the
beginning of the 21st Century,
the Blue Devils have won 15 of
the meetings while the Cardinals
won just four. The two foes will
meet for the 115th time this

Thanksgiving Day, November 28,
at Gary Kehler Stadium.

Attheturn of the 21st Century,
the Blue Devils held a slim 47-
41-7 edge, so their advantage
now stands at 62-45-7. The Blue
Devils, who shut out the Cardi-
nals, 27-0, last year, have won
the last seven meetings with the
Cardinals eking out a 22-21 vic-
tory in 2011. The most interest-
ing game during that span was
the “Slop Bowl” of 2014 as de-
scribed below when the Blue
Devils managed to slip into the
end zone in overtime for a 6-0
victory.

Sloppy conditions on a very
muddy field covered with wet
snow, multitudes of sloppy pen-
alties and unavoidable sloppy

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SURROUNDING AWOLFPACK MEMBER...BlueDevilsCharlieRiley,No.57, Declan M cCauley,
No. 63, and Reid Colwell, No. 23, prepareto take down Wolfpack running back Jack DiPietri, No.

4, during the crossover game (2018).

Marlene lacoponi (November 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (November 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

against Ridge on Veterans Day 2017.

ACESIN THE HOLE...BlueDevil defensemen Jacob Dayon, No. 4, Shea Elliott, No. 43, and Drew
Ortiz, No. 50, shifted to offenseto block for Jake Vall-Llobera, No. 8, who scor ed both touchdowns

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

plays set the stage for an “All-
Madden” style of Thanksgiving
Day football game between the
Westfield Blue Devils and the
Plainfield Cardinals at Hub Stein
Field in Plainfield on November
27, 2014,

After all the slipping and slid-
ing, the Blue Devils managed to
score on their first series in over-
time on a five-yard slide by run-
ning back Jack Curry then halted
the Cardinals on theirs to emerge
with very muddy uniforms and a
6-0 victory. Jackson Simcox and
Luke Prybylski provided inter-
ceptions for the Blue Deuvils.

November 8, 2018: Very little
time was wasted for the action to
peak once the whistle blew to
begin the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 4 boys soccer champi-

onship game between the sec-
ond-seeded Elizabeth Minutemen
and the hosting top-seeded SPF
Raiders. And it also took very
little time for the complexion of a
0-0 game to change drastically
when the Minutemen scored twice
within a span of 1:36 in the sec-
ond half en route to a 2-1 victory
and the title.

Minuteman co-captain Josser
Amaya brought the ball down the
right-center, beat a defenderand
crossed the ball into the box
where senior Henry Chavez
tapped it past Raider junior goal-
keeper Danny Coyle with 29:27
on the clock. Moments later with
27:51 remaining, the hulky se-
nior Youkendly Pacius headed in
the ball after Chavez hooked the
ball into the box from the right

corner. Senior Jon Koseoglu
scored the Raiders’ goal on a
penalty kick.

Mid November 2018: Seem-
ingly somewhat overshadowed
by perennial Union County pow-
erhouses Westfield and Kent
Place, the Cranford girls tennis
team buckled down and just kept
winning and winning regular sea-
son games. The end result was a
19-3 record and the capturing of
the Union County Conference
Mountain Middle Division crown.
The Lady Cougars also placed
seventhin the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT).

What definitely helped shoot
the Cougars right to the top was
a trio of very talented freshmen,
who occupied the three singles
positions.

Molly Gardinertook on the very
competitive first singles spot and
finished with an 18-2 regular-
season record, won three
matches in the UCT and added
anotherwininthe NJSIAA Singles
Playoffs. Her 22 total wins was
the most in a single season by a
Cougar. At second singles, Olivia
Tardibuono finished 16-5 and
placed eighth in the UCT. Alyssa
Colombrita held the third singles
spot, placed ninth in the UCT and
finished with a 14-6 record.

Mid November, 2018: It was
a game that had to be seen to be
believed. A large number of fans
from football squads sat through
a bitterly cold Thursday night in
the middle of November to watch
Westfield stun host West Morris,
20-13. The back-and-forth con-

test was not decided until a four-
yard TD pass from Hank Shapiro
to Tommy Norris with just 17
seconds left in regulation.

Emmett Smith’s second inter-
ception set up the winning score.
Westfield had taken a 6-0 lead
on two first-period field goals by
sophomore Mack Prybylski. One
was set up by Will Kessler’s
fumble recovery. Westfield's
other TD came on a 55-yard
hookup from Shapiro to Griffin
Rooney.

November 10, 2017: The
Cranford football team saw its
2017 season cometoanendin a
48-21 defeat at Parsippany Hills
during an NIJSIAA, first round,
North 2, Group III playoff game.
Playing under brutally cold tem-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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STEPPING UP BIG...Junior defensiveend Owen Kessler, No. 64, and senior Mike O’ Connor, No.

42, crunch thePanther runningback at M etL ife Stadium on December 3, 2015. TheBlueDevilswon

the North 2, Group 5 Crown, 10-7.

David B. Corbin (October 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

tion of New Jersey recognition (L ate November 2016).

This page is brought to you by:
Owen Brand, Senior Mortgage Loan Officer at Santander US
908-789-2730

ALL-SCANJ...BlueDevil L oukasCarayannopoulous, No. 19, received All-Soccer CoachesAssocia-

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

peratures and gusty wind condi-
tions, the seventh-seeded Cou-
gars were blown away, not only
by the elements but by a high-
powered Viking passing game.
Elijah Arroyo took the opening
kickoff and raced 88 yards for a
TD to give Cranford a lightning
quick 7-0 advantage. Parsippany
Hills tried a squib kick that was
fielded by Rob Schork at the
Cranford 32. Schork scooped up
the ball and made a decisive
move upfield, racing through a
line of Viking defenders and

emerging ahead of the field on
his way to a 68-yard TD return.
The Cougars traversed 58 yards
in six plays before senior An-
thony Araujo swept into the end
zone from 13 yards out to cut the
deficit to 34-21 with 5:25 left in
the third quarter.

November 11, 2017: Full-
back RJ Milligan proved to be a
difficult individual to bring down
but the Westfield Blue Devils,
who bent somewhat, did not
break and created some key turn-
overs to emerge with a 17-10

victory over the eighth-seeded
Ridge Red Devilsin the first round
of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 5 playoffs in Westfield on
Veterans’ Day (11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month).
The “aces in the hole”, were
senior defensive end Jake Vall-
Llobera and company. When the
situation presented itself, Vall-
Llobera would shift to the offense
andtake somesnaps. Three other
primarily defensive players, Drew
Ortiz (13 tackles), and co-cap-
tains Shea Elliott, who had an

interception and fumble recov-
ery, and Jacob Dayon (stripped
ball that was recovered by Noah
Levy) were inserted for blocking
to assist co-captain John
McCauley and the rest of the
offensive line. It paid off. Vall-
Llobera carried eight times for
31 yards, including TD runs of six
yards and two yards.
November 11, 2017: Senior
QB Cooper Heisey tossed five TD
passes, all in the first half to lead
the SPF football team to a 43-24
victory over Hopatcong in a con-

solation in Scotch Plains. Heisey
went 18-for-26 and amassed 355
yards in staking the Raiders to
43-8 halftime advantage. The
victory was the first of the sea-
son for the Raiders and first year
Head Coach Marc Ciccotelli.

Heisey hooked up with Anthony
Porter for three TD passes and
Dwight Layler for two more. Run-
ning back Nick Palazzolo added
to the offensive onslaught with a
three-yard TD run.

November 15, 2016: The
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NORTH 2, GROUP 3 STATE CHAMPS...The Cranford Cougars celebrate after defeating the
Chatham Cougars, 50-23, at Cougar Stadium at Kean University in Union on December 4, 2015.

David B. Corbin (December 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford finished with a perfect 12-0 record.

David B. Corbin (October 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

(Late November 2016).

This page is brought to you by:
Stahl Criminal Defense Lawyers

908-301-9001 - www.stahlesq.com

THE EVERYWHERE GIRL ...Cougar senior co-captain KatieRomanovich, No. 6, with her special
speed and alertnesscould beseenin thebackfield, midfield or bringingtheball forwar d ontheattack

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

third time proved to be the charm
for Ryan Peterson and the SPF
boys soccer team. Peterson fi-
nally scored the elusive golden
goal with 2:57 remaining in the
second overtime period to de-
feat a valiant Kearny team, 1-0,
in the NJSIAA Group 4 semifinals
played at Brooks Field in
Somerville. The Raiders thought
they had won the game on two
otheroccasions only to have their
game-winning celebrations
halted by the officials” whistles.

Late November 2016: Fac-
ing a very rigorous schedule the
Cranford girls soccer team proved
to be very competitive this sea-
son, going down to the wire with
several state-ranked teams and
finishing with a 9-11-1 record.
Additionally, the Lady Cougars
earned their respect fielding a
fine mix of veteran upperclass-
men with a number of very tal-
ented sophomores and one fresh-
man.

Kat

Senior co-captains

Mackenzie and goalkeeper Cam
Hay, senior Maya Lawler, junior
Caroline McCaffrey and sopho-
more Grace DiGiovannidisplayed
their defensive tenacity. Senior
co-captain Katie Romanovich
controlled the midfield but could
be seen all over the field, drop-
ping back for added defense or
pushing forward on the attack.
Sophomore Lauren Williamson
was the power inside and led the
team with 11 goals and was as-
sisted by freshman Maggie

Murray, who also hit a hat trick in
goals early in the season, on
several occasions. Sophomore
midfielders Ana Dzunova and
Kenzie Butler were close behind
with six goals apiece.

Late November 2016: Oust-
ing the owner of five straight
Union County Tournament (UCT)
championships and 19 overall
finally happened on October 28
at Kean University when the
Westfield boys soccer team de-
feated the SPF Raiders, 2-1, for

its 11th UCT crown. The junior/
senior loaded Blue Devils went
on to finish their season with a
15-4-2 record.

The Blue Devils were led by
three co-captains, midfielder
Loukas Carayannopoulous,
keeper Birkel and center back
Kevin Reinhard.
Carayannopoulous (7 assists)
was selected (Coaches) All-Union
County (UC) and All-Watchung
Conference (WC) First Team, and

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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WHOOPS!...Raider co-captain Zach Lipshitz, No. 4, watchesasMinuteman Eduar do Fuentes, No.
10, loses his balance while attempting to kick the ball in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4

Jim O’ Connor (November 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

championship game on November 13, 2014.

David B. Corbin (November 2104) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raiderswon 3-2 in the second overtime.

This page is brought to you by:
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HEAD ON COLLISION...Raider senior PaigeHeiden getsher head ontheball intheNorth Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 championship game against Ridgein Scotch Plainson November 14, 2014. The

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

received All-Soccer Coaches As-
sociation of New Jersey (SCANJ)
recognition. Birkel received All-
UC and WC First Team honors
and AlI-SCANJ recognition.
Reinhard coordinated the posi-
tioning of the backs but also
pushed up front enough to score
six goals. Reinhard was selected
and All-UC Second Team and All-
WC Honorable Mention.
December 3, 2015: Extraor-
dinary performances backed up

by a truly “team” effort rewarded
the second-seeded Westfield
football Blue Devils with a 10-7
victory over the first-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers for
the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 5 championship before a
large fan base for both teams at
MetLife Stadium in East Ruther-
ford. Interestingly, itwas 38 years
to the day since the Blue Devils
won their last state title with a
33-12 triumph over Barringer

and, interestingly, like with
Bridgewater-Raritan, it was a
battle between two unbeaten
teams.

The 11-1 Panthers led by 6’4"
220-lb quarterback Eric Nickel
put together three serious drives
and the first came midway
through the first quarter. With
the ball on the Westfield seven,
Nickel connected with wide re-
ceiver Ricky Tate at the three
where the ball was jarred loose

and Blue Devil junior defensive
tackle Nick Maher pounced on it
at the two. Free safety Sid Dou-
glas batted down a pass. Junior
defensive tackle Jeff Gagum,
chased down Nickel and threw
him for a 15-yard loss setting up
afourth down and a 37-yard field
goal attempt but junior defen-
sive end Owen Kessler blocked
it.

Blue Devil Mike Moriarty kicked
a 23-yard field goal with 9:36 left

in the half. Kessler forced a Pan-
ther punt after recording a six-
yard sack. QB Zach Kelly con-
nected with Jack Shirk, Jelani
Pierre and junior tight end Kyle
Dombrowski twice for 11 yards
each. His second reception sat
the ball on the Panther five. On
fourth-and-goal from the one,
junior Matt Varano nosed in for
the TD with 8:20 remaining in
the game.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving Day 2014) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEAR THE END OF THE SLOP BOWL...The Blue Devilsand Plainfield Cardinalswerenothing

but a muddy mess near the end of “The Slop Bowl” in Plainfield (2014).

73

David B. Corbin (November 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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HEADING FOR THE OUTSIDE...Junior runningback Sophia Goldschmidt headsfor theoutside
in the game against the seniors (November 21, 2012).

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

December 4, 2015: One year
of waiting and very hard work
allowed the Cranford football
Cougars to achieve their goal,
securing a North 2, Group 3 cham-
pionship, by defeating the
Chatham Cougars, 50-23, at
Kean University’s Cougar Sta-
dium. How ironic, Cougars verses
Cougars at the home of the Cou-
gars and it was the Cranford
Cougarswho boosted their record
to 12-0, the best in school his-
tory.

Cranford senior QB Jack

Schetelich did not need to carry
the ball much but when he did,
he plunged through the Chatham
lines for a pair of one-yard TDs.
The most damage he did, how-
ever, came through the air when
he connected for 12 of 15 passes
for 235 yards and four TDs.
Schetelich wisely chose four
receivers. Senior Joe Norton had
four receptions for 75 yards, in-
cluding TDs of 15 yards and a
wide-open 39 yards. Junior Ryan
Bakie had three receptions for 64
yards, which included a 20-yard

TD. Bakie also had a 30-yard TD
run. Senior Sean Leonard had
four receptions for 77 yards, in-
cluding TDs of 17 and 24 yards.
Leonard (3 carries, 47 yards)
also had a two-point conversion
run. Will Budries had a 19-yard
reception.

November 13, 2014: Senior
Jassiem Wahtuse sent a clear
message very early in the game
then a 1-2-3 punch that resulted
in a goal by sophomore Ryan
Peterson awarded the Raider
boys soccer team the North Jer-

sey, Section 2, Group 4 champi-
onship after shutting out Eliza-
beth, 2-0, in Scotch Plains.
Wahtuse scored less than four
minutes into the game. In the
second half, Justin Rodriques slid
aballinto co-captain Jake Longo,
who slid the ball back to Rodriques
on the left. Rodrigues then spot-
ted Ryan Peterson in the center
and slid the ball to him. Peterson
banged the ball into the net with
16:01 on the clock.

November 14, 2014: One
week after drudging North

Plainfield, 52-20, in the final regu-
lar-season game, the top-seeded
Cranford Cougar football team
did it again with a 46-6 thrashing
of the Canucks in the first round
of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 tournamentin Cranford.

Luke Christiano had an 86-
yard return for a TD on the open-
ing kickoff. QB Jack Schetelich
had three TD runs. Joe Norton
had a 10-yard TD reception.
Donavin Walker added an 11-

yard TD run. Jake Palumbo
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SURROUNDED BY CARDINALS...Blue Devil Peter Ondi, No. 27, triesto work hisway around
several Cardinal defendersin the Annual Thanksgiving Day Classic. The Cardinals won, 22-21

(November 24, 2011).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I

David B. Corbin (SPF/Cranford game 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING READY TO BOOT IT DOWNFIELD...Raider sophomore Christy Monroy, No. 13,
prepares to kick the ball downfield as Cranford Cougar Hannah DeMars, No. 21, chases her
(November 2010).

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

plunged in from the three for a
TD

November 14, 2014: Co-cap-
tain Tori Baliatico slipped the ball
into co-captain Jodi Cornwell, who
tapped it into the net with 3:49
remaining in the second over-
time to earn the top-seeded
Raider girls soccerteam the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 cham-
pionship with a 3-2 victory over
second-seeded Ridge at Scotch
Plains.

The Raiders scored first off a
header by Caroline Babis after a
long free kick into the box by
sophomore Christina Rodgers.
Eleven minutes into the second
half, the strong foot of Rodgers
banged another free kick from
50-yards out, this time into
sophomore Alyssa DiFrancesco,

who also headed the ball into the
net to give the Raiders a seem-
ingly comfortable, 2-0 lead.
November 15, 2013: Big
plays and hard hits were deliv-
ered by both teams, but in the
end, it came down to an inter-
ception return for a TD, two key
fumble recoveries to set up TDs
and a kickoff return to midfield
that gave the top-seeded Ridge
Red Devils the edge to hold off
eighth-seeded Westfield, 35-28,
in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 5
tournament in Basking Ridge.
Blue Devil QB Chris Hogge com-
pleted 17 of 25 passes for 189
yards, including four TDs. Flanker
Dylan Elliott hauled in nine passes
for 114 yards, including TD re-
ceptions of 33 yards and four

yards. Running back Eugene
Rawles had two receptions for 42
yards, including a screen pass
that he turned into a 37-yard TD.
Tight end Dave Kane had a TD
reception of nine yards to go with
a 10-yard reception.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe

November 15, 2013: Sweet
revenge from a shocking loss in
last year’s sectional semifinals
became a reality for the Cranford
Cougar football team when the
Cougars battered the hosting
Palisades Park Tigers, 47-21, in
the first round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment. Cougar QB John
Oblachinski, who was a receiver
in last year's game, blended a
strong passing game with an ef-
fective running game to bewilder
the 8-2 Tigers. As a matter of
fact, the 7-3 Cougars totaled 196
yards passing and 196 yards
rushing.

Oblachinski carried 25 times
for 111 yards, including respec-
tive TD runs of five yards, one
yard, five yards and 23 yards. He

also completed nine of 13 at-
tempts with TD passes of 59
yards and 15 yards to senior
wide receiver Jack McCaffrey and
10 yards to junior running back
Luke Christiano.

November 17, 2012: Quar-
terback Zach Martin completed
13 of 15 passes in the first half
for 186 yards, including two TD
passes, and went 8-for-8 with
101 yards and two more TD
passes to lead the 4-6 Warren
Hills Blue Streaks to a 34-7 vic-
tory over the Raiders in the first
round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 tournament in
Scotch Plains.

The Raiders finally scored on a
13-play, 75-yard drive when jun-
ior running back James Lettieri

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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David B. Corbin (December 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDED BY JUNIOR DEFENDERS...Senior quarterback Kim Wenson, with football,
findsher self being hemmed in by junior defender sas she near sthe goal during the Raider Powder
Puff Gamelast Wednesday (November 28, 2009).

David B. Corbin (December 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAYING WITH A LOT OF SPIRIT...The Blue Devil senior girlsin black and the junior girls
scramble to get possession of a pass during the annual Powder Puff game at Kehler Stadium on
November 24, 2010. Both teams played with enthusiasm, but the senior girls prevailed, 26-6.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

scooted in from the three-yard
line with 9:35 remaining.

November 19, 2012: Eighty
minutes of superb soccer on the
partof the 19th-ranked Westfield
boys soccer team and seventh-
ranked Millburn yielded a 2-0
Miller victory for the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 champi-
onship at Gary Kehler Stadium.
Spenser Heller scored a goal mid-
way through the first half, and
Jared Darvin scored the insur-
ance goal late in the second half
for the 17-3-2 Millers. The Blue
Devils finished their season with
a 13-3-6 record.

November 20, 2012: Despite
a sluggish second half and with a
0-0 deadlock in regulation and
after two overtime periods, the
No. 7 Ridge girls’ soccer team
rose to the top to defeat Scotch

Plains-Fanwood, 4-3, in a thrill-
ing shootout to claim the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 crown
in Scotch Plains. Christy Monroy,
Jessie Klein and Jodi Cornwell
netted the PKs. Goalkeeper Tay-
lor Sebolao made eight saves.
November21,2012: Onelast-
ditch but valiant effort to get on
the scoreboard in the final minute
of the annual Westfield Powder
Puff football game came up short
for the seniors, giving the juniors
an 8-0 victory at Gary Kehler
Stadium. Afterjunior running back
Karli Sottung scooted to the se-
nior 16-yard line, quarterback
Alex Kardias connected with Carli
Friedman for the only TD.
November 24, 2011: Sev-
eral school records were broken
orextended, but Chad Jno-Lewis’
two-point conversion in the first

quarter would come back to haunt
the Westfield football team as
the Plainfield Cardinals managed
to pull off a 22-21, come from
behind victory in the Annual
Thanksgiving Day classic at Gary
Kehler Stadium.

Blue Devil senior running back
James O’Rourke broke Dave
Reitze’s 1960 record of 249 car-
ries in a season when he scooted
into the end zone for Westfield’s
second TD. O’Rourke finished
with 19 carries for 117 yards,
whichincluded a 64-yard TD run,
to bring his season total to 259
carries.

O’'Rourke also broke Jan
Cocozziello’s career interception
total of 12, which he reached in
2003, when he snagged Cardinal
quarterback Dii'Jon Allen-
Jordan’s pass in the third quar-

ter. That interception also tied
Marcus Allen Graham’s season
total of nine that he set in 2005
also against Plainfield.

Late November 2010: There
was some uncertainty about how
successful the SPF girls soccer
team would be this season; how-
ever, the Raiders won their con-
ference title and captured their
fifth Union County Tournament
championship in six years with a
2-0 win over Westfield, before
dropping a 1-0 heartbreaker to
Millburn in the state sectional
tournamentto finish with a 14-2-
3record. Avika Shah, afour-year
starter, led the team with 12
goals and seven assists. Emily
Nagourney used her powerful
kicks to net nine goals, most
from a distance, and used her
excellent field vision to contrib-

ute nine assists.

November 25, 2010: Thanks-
giving Day was special for the
seniors on the Blue Devils foot-
ball team in the annual “Turkey
Day” classic against Plainfield at
Hub Stine Field. The 7-3 Blue
Deuvils literally grounded the 4-6
Cardinals with their swarming
defense, while trampling the Car-
dinals’ defense with a ground
game that chewed up 224 yards
and blanketing them with an
aerial attack that totaled 204
yards in a 35-6 triumph.

Senior tail back A.J. Murray,
who galloped for 148 yards to
break the 1,000-yard plateau for
the season — had TD runs of 29
yards and 14 yards, and added
another TD on a short screen
pass that he turned into a 60-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Davi.d B. Corbin (December 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Timgs
NERVOUSANTICIPATION...TheWestfield PAL “D” football player sand Coach John Dugan await
theend of thefirst half and prepareto run out of the chute and onto thefield (November 28, 2004).

David B. Corbin (December 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HITTINGTHEBIGTIMEAT GIANTSSTADIUM...TheWestfield PAL “D” offenseand defense
mix it up and got roarsfrom the crowd of 76,000 people at Giants Stadium (November 28, 2004).

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

yard scoring play. Quarterback
Danny Kerr hit junior James
McCrea near the right pylon for a
16-yard TD. Senior Garrett Pryor
bashed through the line for a
seven-yard TD.

November 28, 2009: Friendly
competition with a purpose re-
sulted in a 6-0 senior girls victory
over the juniors in the annual
Raiders Powder Puff Football Game
sponsored by DECA. Ally Prestridge
followed a horde of great blockers
around the right end to score a
six-yard TD. Kim Wenson had a
pair of interceptions.

November 27, 2008: Numer-
ous key defensive plays, a five-
yard TD run and a pair of
breakaway TD runs from senior
halfback Ricardo Johnson was
just enough for the Blue Devil
football team to absorb two
fourth-quarter TDs by Plainfield

in @ 21-19 victory in the annual
Thanksgiving Day classic at Hub
Stine Field.

November 25, 2006: Senior
running back George Cornell
picked the right time to have his
best game when the Blue Deuvil
football team defeated Plainfield,
17-7, in the Annual Thanksgiving
Day Classic that was actually held
on November 25 in Plainfield.
Cornell, who normally would carry
seven to eight times per game
but mostly block for Malcolm Allen,
rushed 19 times for 121 yards,
including a one-yard TD plunge to
seal the victory. Additionally, he
had several key runs for first
downs, including a 30-yard gal-
lop that set up his TD bash.

Late November 2006: Blue
Devil Physical Education Coordi-
nator, former softball and field
hockey Head Coach Maggie

McFadden felt that the time was
ripe to redirect her energies and
ultimately have more leisure time
to dabble on the golf course after
coaching in the school system for
more than two decades.
Thanksgiving Day 2005: An
effort to make it four Thanksgiv-
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ing Day victories in a row over
powerhouse Elizabeth ended for
the Raiders football team as vis-
iting Elizabeth grabbed a 27-0
victory. Senior linebacker Nick
Giannaci had a team-high, 13
tackles.

Thanksgiving Day 2005: Big
plays have decided the outcome
of a number of Thanksgiving Day
showdowns between the Westfield
football team and Plainfield. The
101st meeting was highlighted
by one huge 67-yard TD run and
a hitjustinches from the goal line
that prevented a TD, eventually
leading to a 9-0 Cardinal victory
before a massive crowd at Kehler
Stadium. Blue Devil safety Marcus
Allen Graham recorded his ninth
interception of the season to break
the all-time WHS season record
of eight set by Jan Cocozziello in

November 25, 2004: Hurt
but hungry “Wild Dogs” became
very dangerous and the 11th
ranked Elizabeth football team
eventually realized it when the
hosting Raiders emerged with a
13-12 upset victory on Thanks-
giving Day. Senior quarterback
Dan LaForge completed 11 of 26
passes for 170 yards, including
respective TD passes of 20 yards
and 61 yards to senior wide re-
ceiver/safety Sean Smith.

November 28, 2004: More
than gaining yardage took place
at Giants Stadium in East Ruth-
erford. Thanks to the gracious-
ness of Director of Youth Pro-
grams Beth Roche, staff and se-
curity personnel, the Westfield
PAL “D” football team got the
opportunity of a lifetime by per-
forming during halftime of the
Giants/Eagles game.





