
 

ISSUE #1:  

Modernize Our Rules for the Digital Era 

 

ACTION NEEDED: All players that benefit from the Canadian broadcasting & 

telecommunications should contribute to producing original Canadian programming. 

Vast revisions are currently underway to the Canadian broadcasting system including 
through the Government’s Broadcasting and Telecommunications Legislative Review. It is 
vital these efforts modernize the rules of our broadcasting and telecommunications system 
for the 21st century including the pressing need to introduce interim measures to ensure 
that disruption in the global market place does not lead to paralysis in our domestic industry.  
 
The Trudeau government has mandated a panel of experts to review the Broadcasting Act 
and Telecommunications Act and deliver a final report by January 2020.The key question 
being examined is how to create policies that will foster sustainability in the system over the 
long term, enhance fairness and protect national sovereignty; however, legislative changes 
can only be expected to take effect years from now.  
 
The Canadian film &television industry is undergoing a major digital transformation as 
viewers and content migrate from traditional distribution platforms to an increasing online 
system. This, coupled with omnipresent global platforms, has reshaped the traditional 
audiovisual value chain. The Directors Guild of Canada believes it is crucial to serve the 
public interest and protect Canadian creators, stories and jobs by reinforcing the objectives 
within the Broadcasting Act and provide new policy tools to the Canadian Radio-Television 
and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC). 
 
The current version of these acts does not give the tools to the CRTC to face the new 
reality. It is urgent to act to prevent dwindling sources of funding and future loss of both jobs 
and cultural expression. All the stakeholders from the film &television industry agree that 
only such interim measures can safeguard the Canadian broadcasting system.  
 

Recommendation 

The DGC supports a balanced approach and smart regulation that will encourage 

audiovisual industry development and foster innovation. In our view be necessary to update 

both the Telecommunications and Broadcasting Acts, but in the interim, it is urgent for 

the CRTC to require financial contributions from foreign online programming 

services operating in Canada. We ask the government to introduce these measures 

without delay and make it a priority in the next term of Parliament. 

 

       


