§ Texmoot: January 13, 2018
§ Mythmoot: June 21-24, 2018

Concerning Myth, Narrative, and the Sleep of
Yavanna

‘Tears unnumbered ye shall shed; and the Valar will fence Valinor against you,
and shut you out, so that not even the echo of your lamentation shall pass over the
mountains. On the House of Fëanor the wrath of the Valar lieth from the West unto
the uttermost East, and upon all that will follow them it shall be laid also. Their Oath
shall drive them, and yet betray them, and ever snatch away the very treasures that
they have sworn to pursue. To evil end shall all things turn that they begin well; and
by treason of kin unto kin, and the fear of treason, shall this come to pass. The
Dispossessed shall they be for ever.
‘Ye have spilled the blood of your kindred unrighteously and have stained the
land of Aman. For blood ye shall render blood, and beyond Aman ye shall dwell in
Death’s shadow. For though Eru appointed to you to die not in Eä, and no sickness
may assail you, yet slain ye may be, and slain ye shall be: by weapon and by torment
and by grief; and your houseless spirits shall come then to Mandos. There long shall
ye abide and yearn for your bodies, and find little pity though all whom ye have slain
should entreat for you. And those that endure in Middle-earth and come not to
Mandos shall grow weary of the world as with a great burden, and shall wane, and
become as shadows of regret before the younger race that cometh after. The Valar
have spoken.’ (88)

§ Finarfin had doubts about leaving for Middle Earth in the first place,
and unlike his brother Fingolfin, he did not feel constrained to go. He
hoped that a voice of reason would temper Fëanor’s rebellion a bit.
§ He was not present for the Kinslaying, and was appalled by what he
saw afterwards. His wife is one of the Teleri. He must realize that he is
not going to stop Fëanor from committing rash atrocities. Yet still, he
continued on.
§ He has to decide that turning back is the right action *before* the
appearance of Mandos. He uses the Doom as an opportunity to
convince many of his own people among the Noldor to return with him
to face the consequences of their actions in Valinor.
§ He discusses his decision to go back with his brother Fingolfin and with
his children, before and after the Doom, all of whom continue on.
§ Faelivrin: “He isn't turning back out of wimpiness. He is bravely facing
the wrath of the Valar, and trying very hard to save the rest of his family
and people. His moral conviction should appear very strong here.”

§ The Doom of Mandos is a clear voice of fate – it is an inescapable
prophecy.
§ And yet, each of the Noldor is free to respond to it and choose whether
to continue or return. Námo is being stern, not invoking terror to cow
them into obedience.
§ Elves also have foresight. Some of the Noldor must have felt that their
fate lies in Middle Earth. Aegnor son of Finarfin in particular will meet his
(ill-fated) true love across the Sea. Many of them will die there.
§ Finarfin will be going to Middle Earth for the War of Wrath – does he
have any inkling that leaving the rebellion now does not mean that he
will remain in Valinor forever?

§ Fëanor and his sons will (obviously) continue on, as nothing in the Doom
is worse than what they’ve already condemned themselves to in their
Oath. They remain defiant.
§ Galadriel and Finrod will break with their father.

§ Galadriel wants her new realms to rule, but nothing to do with Fëanor.
§ Finrod is torn between his desire to return to Valinor and stay with his father out of duty
(should we see his farewell with Amarië here in flashback?) and a desire to rule a realm
in Middle Earth as well as ties to his friends and family who will continue.
§ If Galadriel talks Finrod into continuing, she will have some lingering guilt over giving him
counsel when he is later brutally murdered in Middle Earth.

§ Fingolfin condemned the Kinslaying, but still chooses to keep his word
and follow Fëanor. His sons also urge him to continue on. His pride will
not let him turn back. But now the chance of betrayal seems higher.
§ Håkon: “The situation Fingolfin and his people are in is very tragic. He's sworn himself
into a position where it's almost impossible to do the right thing according to his set of
values. In the end, this is what drives him to make a suicidal attack on Morgoth.”

§ The Doom is immediately apparent when Fëanor’s host leaves suddenly
in the ships.

§ Prior to the attack, Thingol’s messenger offers Círdan’s people safe
haven in Menegroth. They politely refuse, as they choose to stay by
the Sea.
§ The Falathrim do make preparations, expecting danger.
§ It is a blitz attack. The elves have to flee onto the ships quickly, and
are not equipped to fight off a host of werewolves.
§ Because the ships were kept ready and well stocked with supplies,
and because a rearguard is organized to protect the fleeing elves, the
casualties are many fewer than expected. Sauron burns everything
left behind.
§ The Falathrim cannot fight a battle on land, but Sauron cannot fight a
battle at Sea.

§ Boldog’s orc army is meeting only a few scattered elves as they move
south into East Beleriand. Most of the Sindar have retreated to
Menegroth in Doriath for safety. The dwarves are staying in the
mountains.
§ The lack of targets for their violence frustrates the orcs. Boldog
instructs them to destroy everything – set fires, cut down trees, etc.
He struggles to maintain discipline.
§ Sauron’s messenger instructs Boldog to put the orcs to work building
something to make them useful. They should secure strategic points,
dig trenches, etc. How well Boldog understands this order, and how
capable the orcs are of implementing it, however….
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Why does Fëanor burn the ships?
How does Fingolfin discover he is betrayed? Why does he continue?
How is Finarfin received in Valinor, upon his return?
How does Cirdan respond to the burned ships?
How does Gothmog respond?

