2012-13 MIAA Women’s Basketball Media Day
Interview with Lincoln head coach Nicole Collier Transcript

Q: With head coach Nicole Collier of the Lincoln women’s basketball team. Coach, last year was one of the most successful seasons in Lincoln history. You won 15 games, you beat Pittsburg State in the first round of the (MIAA) tournament and you are returning quite a few players from that team. What have you worked on in the offseason to build off that success?
Coach Collier: Well, I mean, obviously we had to work on recruiting to replace Vivian, but we had several athletes who decided to stay and take some summer school. So, they hit the weight room pretty hard this summer. I kind of felt like they came into preseason, you know, full speed ahead and ready to go, so I feel like we’ve done a pretty good job of preparing physically and now we’re kind of just down to breaking down games and that kind of stuff.

Q: Well, you mentioned Vivian Essuon, and last year she had a career year. She finished the regular season top five in the league in both scoring and rebounding. Well, now she’s going to be coaching with you, but she’s not going to be playing, so how is that going to impact your offense? Is it gonna change what you are going to try and do?


Coach Collier: Our offense is going to be similar. The student athletes that we’ve brought in to replace Vivian have the ability to step in and play at the same type of level. I mean, Vivian did a lot of good things that we are going to miss, and we’re hoping to replace that and pick up a little bit from the returners to help offset Viv’s [performance].
Q: Who are some players you think are primed for breakout seasons, either people who are returning from last year or maybe a couple of the newcomers that you brought in?

Coach Collier: I think Arriana Walker is mentally set and ready to go and lead the team in the right direction. So, I’d say Arriana Walker’s going to be a good one for us, Freddie Sims is going to be a good one. I think Jackeya Mitchell, with this being her third year, I really think she’s going to come out and do a lot of good things for us. And then those will be the returners. As far as the newcomers, I see Andrea Rhoiney and Qui Price. Courtney Coulter is a shooter from Eminence, Missouri, which is really going to help us in that area. And then Alicia Johnson is a transfer from Texas, and she’s athletic, she’s long, she’s going to do a lot of good things for us as well.
Q: What do you feel is your team’s biggest concern heading into this season?

Coach Collier: We’ve battled preseason, just injury after injury, so I hope we got those out of the way and we’re, you know, on Monday looking forward to moving forward with the team.

Q: And what do you think are some of the team’s strengths heading into the year?

Coach Collier: I think our biggest strength is going to be our athleticism. I’d say we’re the most athletic in the league, which we’re going to try to control the tempo, get up and down the floor, transition as much as possible. But, I think having as many returners as we did, playing as many minutes as they have together, I think that’s a big strength for us.

Q: And then, finally, what’s your overall goal for this season?

Coach Collier: We kind of chop it up. Our season is chopped up as far as our team. Non-conference, we’d like to get all of our non-conference, we’d like to win as many as we can – which, with our schedule, I believe we can win all of our non-conference. Conference-wise, we’d like to make the conference tournament. I mean, we got a taste of it last year and the girls are hungry, they know what to expect. So we’re definitely looking for a spot into the MIAA tournament. And we’re looking to improve our record from last year.
Q: Alright, Coach, thanks for your time.

Coach Collier: Thank you.

