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THE MODERATOR: We will get started with our
postgame press conference, joining us, UCF
Donnie Jones, student athletes, Tristan Spurlock
and Isaiah Sykes, Coach we will get vyour
comments.

DONNIE JONES: First of all what, a great
basketball game. Obviously give our hats off to
Temple. It's a hard-fought game and I'm proud of
our guys how we hung in there and found a way
down the stretch. There was a lot of great efforts
tonight and we're just very excited we were
fortunate to come out on the winning end down the
end and look forward to having an opportunity to
play tomorrow.

THE MODERATOR: Questions?

Q. Coach, you didn't have Isaiah last
week when you lost at Temple. Can you
explain the difference in having him on the
court tonight?

DONNIE JONES: The difference was 36
points, which was very important. He played very
well tonight and there was a lot of great efforts on
our team tonight. Obviously having him, he's been
a focal point in our offense in so many ways,
versatile, you can see we use him in many different
situations we play him at the point and we play
"out” of him. So, not having him there is an
adjustment when you have one of your best
players not playing in any circumstance.

We're glad he is healthy, back, and had a
great game tonight.
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Q. Isaiah, did you think the buzzer
beater at the end of regulation was good?

ISSAISH SYKES: | wish it was, but the
coaches they told me it was off late so we wanted
to get on to it the next play and get ready to go the
next five minutes.

Q. For any of the three of y'all, this
being a "one and done" type of thing, how
much pressure is it as you get through the over
time and get through the stretch?

TRISTAN SPURLOCK: | don't think it was
that much pressure. We believed in ourselves and
every over time we didn't quit, we were down 4
with two minutes left and we all looked at each
other and we were going to do whatever we had to
do to get back in the game. Isaiah did a great job
scoring tonight, and Staphon Blair did a great job
blocking shots and Kasey Wilson had 10 rebounds
so | think as a team we stepped up in other areas
and we knew we were going to have to play some
defense to get this win.

ISSAISH SYKES: It was an all-around
great game and great team effort. A lot of people
contributed to it from the point guard to the 1
through 4, you know. | think we did a good job in
game situations, changing up our players and stuff
during the game. | think our focus was on this
today.

DONNIE JONES: | think obviously
pressure is always in any game when you're in
these situations, but | think the biggest thing as a
coach is we're trying to keep the guys in the next
play.

We're down 4 two minutes to go in the
game and we play those kinds of scenarios all the
time in practice. You always work on late game
situations and now we just talked about, hey a lot
of basketball time left it's about gettin' stops, two
possessions. So I'm just always talkin' to those
guys about going on to the next play, let's get a
stop and don't worry about, oh, we're going to lose,
if we don't make this, we're in trouble, on to the
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next play, on to the next play.

| think that's the biggest mentality.
Obviously you've got two seniors up here that have
been in a lot of those circumstances. Those guys
did a great job of keeping the focus and on to the
next play.
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THE MODERATOR: Thank you, gentlemen.
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THE MODERATOR: We will get started here now
with Temple University, head Coach, Fran Dunphy,
student athletes, Will Cummings and Quenton
DeCosey. Coach we will start with you.

COACH DUNPHY: Very proud of our
team. | thought we hung in there as well as we
possibly could and Don some really good things
and obviously we made a few mistakes that hurt us
a bit.

| thought there were a couple of plays by
then that | thought were critical. Obviously the
jumper by Isaiah Sykes the end of the first buzzer,
we didn't do a great job of defend that go and
Staphon Blair's shot in the second overtime was
critical where we had gone up 2 and they hit a
jumper, I'm sure it was Calvin Newell and that put
them up by 1 at that point. There were a couple of
plays we need to do make and didn't. You gotta
give UCF credit because they made the shots
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when they needed to. Got to give them credit, but
proud of these guys.

Q. Coach, this team went out the way
that it played all season long and that was
fighting until the clock hit zero. What does that
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say about your team right now, especially
moving into next season?

COACH DUNPHY: We talked about it half
the game. I'm proud of their effort. There was
never any quit in them. | thought their attitude
through a challenging and trying season was very
good. Was there frustration and disappointment
on occasion, yeah, there sure was. But | thought
they fought through it as well as you could possibly
do.

Again, | would tell you I like where we are,
| like where we're headed and had | thought this
particular group did about as good as they could
do in a very challenging situation.

Q. Guys, you were matching them
offensively until that one stretch where you
couldn't buy one for about six shots and a
couple of turnovers. Anything they were doing
defensively that was crossing you up, or run
out of gas at that point?

WILL CUMMINGS: In
overtime?

the second

Q. 84-82to 89-84.

WILL CUMMINGS: | would say they did a
good job of getting stops and taking us out of our
offense. Credit to those guys they came up with
big plays at the end of the game.

Q. Stopping Isaiah Sykes was a
problem all night long.

WILL CUMMINGS: That, too.
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Q. What did he show you?

WILL CUMMINGS: What we knew he
could do, slacking to the basket, making plays, he
was knocking out jump shots today and he got
everything going early. He hurt us pretty bad.

Q. Fran, did you have in mind to foul at
the end of the first half? | know the clock was
tight.

COACH DUNPHY: You know what? |
didn't. If | was going to burn another time-out we
would have talked about -- we talked about in the
previous time-out that we had fouls to give but we
wanted to keep Isaiah Sykes in front of us, if he's
catching balls going back to the basket that would
have been what we would have tried to do and
Dalton Pepper said it at halftime, "I should have
kept him in front of me" and | forgot to mention the
big play, we were up 75-70 Sykes made that
critical jump shot that cut it to 2. He didn't make
the foul shot but that was a huge jump shot.

To answer your question, | would have
rather kept everybody in front of us and not take a
chance on a intentional foul or whatever, but if we
had done what we needed to do, kept them in front
of us, we would have been okay.

Q. Will, Fran mentioned that he likes
where the team is. Can you expand on that?
Do you agree with that? Do you like where the
team is after Quent's big night?

WILL CUMMINGS: Definitely we are
going to use this stuff that we learned from this
year, sometimes we struggled just a bit on and get
better as a group. We have "Q" right here, he's
coming back next year, so we're going to hit him
with some stuff some more and we have guys that
didn't get a chance to play this year that were
sitting out, so we're going add all those guys to the
team and all those guys on the team right now that
contributed this season, we're going to get better
and start working when we get back to campus.

Q. Quenton, you scored a career high
28 points. Despite the loss, do you think your
game was on point?

QUENTON DeCOSEY: Yeah, my
teammates did a good job of looking for me and
my shot was falling through.
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Q. Coach, you went with the same
rotation of Will, Josh, Quenton, Pepper and Lee
that rotation was on the floor for 20 minutes.

COACH DUNPHY: Once we got late in
the game typically that's what you would do
because it's so tight and every possession is so
critical and we stayed with that lineup throughout
the overtimes as well.

Q. Obviously you like the direction this
team is taking. Defense would be an area that
you have to step it up next year, is that
correct?

COACH DUNPHY: Yeah, we have talked
about it certainly as a team and | have mentioned
many times that it's the one thing that | think we
need to spend so much time on it in the off-season
and get to better spots. | don't know that it's an
effort thing, | think it's an anticipation things and we
need to be better at it. We need a lot of work on
our defensive play. We actually did a better job
today than we have been doing in terms of
shooting percentages and those kinds of things.
THE MODERATOR: Thank you, gentlemen.
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