
Jared Pine									         Sports Communications Director
jaredpine@thepacwest.com							       November 15, 2021

PacWest Teams Off To Fast Start To New Season
PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Wayne Arnold, Concordia
G, Jr., 6-3 -- South Central, Calif.
Arnold helped lead Concordia to a win 
in its only game against an NCAA Di-
vision II opponent, beating Cal State 
LA 114-80 on Saturday. It was the 
19th most points by a team in a single 

game in PacWest history and the team’s 18 3-pointers 
is tied for the seventh most in PacWest history. Arnold 
made six of those 3-pointers, going 6 for 10 from beyond 
the arc as he scored a team-high 32 points. Arnold also 
had three steals and three assists in the win. The previous 
night against The Master’s, Arnold scored a team-high 24 
points. He made 8 of 12 shots including 5 of 9 from be-
yond the arc to go along with his two steals and block 
on the defensive end. Arnold finished the week with a 
league-best 28 points per game with a 57.9 three-point 
percentage and a league-best 11 treys. He also had a to-
tal of five steals for the week.

DEFENDER OF THE WEEK
Christian Popoola, Academy of Art
G, Jr., 6-4 -- East Palo Alto, Calif.
Popoola recorded seven steals last 
week and earned recognition as the 
Tournament MVP as he led Academy 
of Art to a pair of wins over San Fran-
cisco State and Sonoma State to open 

the season. Against San Francisco State, Popoola tallied 
four steals as he helped the Urban Knights hold the Ga-
tors to 73 points in a 77-73 victory. He made a jumper 
and a pair of free throws in the final 15 seconds of the 
game to secure a season-opening victory for Academy of 
Art. The following day, he tallied three steals for a league-
best total of seven steals last week. He helped hold Sono-
ma State scoreless in the final two minutes of regulation 
to send the game to overtime, tied 66-66. In overtime, 
he got a steal which led to two made free throws. Then 
after forcing the Seawolves into a turnover on the next 
possession, he made a jumper from in the paint to help 
lead Academy of Art to its second win in a row. He also 
had seven defensive rebounds for the week.

MEN’S BASKETBALL STANDINGS
No.	 Team	 Conf.	 Overall	 Streak	 
1.	 Hawai`i Hilo (RV)	 0-0	 3-0	 Won 3 
2.	 Academy of Art	 0-0	 2-0	 Won 2
3.	 Biola	 0-0	 2-0	 Won 2
4.	 Chaminade	 0-0	 2-0	 Won 2
5.	 Fresno Pacific	 0-0	 2-0	 Won 2
6.	 Point Loma (24)	 0-0	 2-0	 Won 2 
7.	 Concordia	 0-0	 1-1	 Won 1
8.	 Dominican	 0-0	 1-1	 Lost 1 
9.	 Hawai`i Pacific	 0-0	 1-1	 Won 1
10.	 Azusa Pacific	 0-0	 0-2	 Lost 2
11.	 Holy Names	 0-0	 0-2	 Lost 2 

IRVINE, Calif. -- Six PacWest teams won multiple games 
during the first weekend of the 2021-22 season as the 
conference posted an overall combined record of 16-7 
in non-conference play, including a 9-3 record against 
CCAA teams.
	 Hawai`i Hilo finished the weekend in first place with 
three wins, including a triumph in overtime against 
NCAA Division I opponent Northern Colorado. Darren 
Williams had 18 points i the win for Hawai`i Hilo with 
four assists, while Donald McHenry scored 19 points. 
Aniwaniwa Tait-Jones led all scorers for the week with 
21 points and eight rebounds per game with a 54.3 field-
goal percentage in three wins for the Vulcans.
	 Academy of Art won each of its first two games in 
San Francisco, earning exciting wins against San Francis-
co State and Sonoma State for the team’s first 2-0 start to 
the season in six years.
	 Fresno Pacific and Point Loma each went 2-0 last 
week as well. The Sea Lions and Sunbirds each earned 
wins over Stanislaus State and Cal State East Bay. Point 
Loma was led offensively by Hugh Baxter who had a 75.0 
field-goal percentage as he averaged 18.5 points and 6.5 
rebounds. Jelani Watson-Gayle averaged 20 points and 
7.5 rebounds for the Sunbirds in their two wins.
	 Biola and Chaminade went 2-0 on the week with 
the Eagles beating Cal State LA and The Master’s. Cham-
inade won both of its games against Alaska Anchorage 
and Alaska Fairbanks with Isaac Amaral-Artharee being 
named the MVP of the PacWest/GNAC Challenge after 
averaging 13.0 points and 4.0 rebounds.	



NABC NATIONAL RANKINGS
Preseason
Rank	 Team	 W-L	 Prev.
1	 NW Missouri State (15)	28-2	 4
2	 Flagler	 18-3	 8
3	 West Texas A&M	 19-3	 5
4	 Colorado Mesa (1)	 21-2	 1
5	 Colorado Mines	 18-3	 6
6	 Truman State (Mo.)	 20-3	 7
7	 Hillsdale (Mich.)	 21-3	 9
8	 St. Thomas Aquinas	 14-2	 11
9	 Lubbock Christian	 18-3	 10
10	 Valdosta State (Ga.)	 17-5	 14
11	 Washburn (Kan.)	 20-7	 17
12	 Mercyhurst (Pa.)	 12-1	 3
13	 Nova Southeastern 	 23-6	 NR
14	 West Liberty (W.Va.)	 18-5	 18
15	 Northern State (S.D.)	 19-2	 2
16	 Queens (N.C.)	 16-6	 22
17	 Lincoln Memorial	 19-4	 13
18	 Indiana (Pa.)	 28-2	 NR
19	 DBU	 17-5	 16
20	 Alabama Huntsville	 15-4	 12
21	 Seattle Pacific (Wash.)	 10-3	 NR
22	 Fairmont State (W.Va.)	 15-5	 20
23	 Florida Southern	 7-5	 NR
24	 Point Loma (Calif.)	 8-3	 24
25	 Charleston (W.Va.)	 14-4	 15

Receiving Votes: MSU Moorhead, 
Southern Indiana, Oklahoma Baptist, 
Saint Anselm, Findlay, Lee, Carson-New-
man, Belmont Abbey,Fayetteville State, 
Chico State, Cal Poly Pomona, Daemen, 
Emmanuel, Saint Leo, Augusta, Jeffer-
son, Angelo State, Southern Arkansas, 
Stonehill, Morehouse, Hawai`i Hilo, 
Wayne State, Missouri-St. Louis, St. 
Edward’s, Ashland, Grand Valley State, 
Georgia Southwestern, Missouri Western, 
Adelphi, Arkansas Monticello, Augustana, 
Texas A&M-Kingsville, Cal State San 
Bernardino, West Georgia, Barry, Miles

PACWEST RECORD WATCH
INDIVIDUAL SINGLE SEASON RECORD TRACKER
Stat	 Player	 Team	 No.	 Top 10	 Record
Points	 Aniwaniwa Tait-Jones	 UHH	 63	 606	 825
Field Goals	 Aniwaniwa Tait-Jones	 UHH	 25	 220	 263
3-Pointers	 Wayne Arnold	 CUI	 11	 90	 109
FT Made	 Darren Williams	 UHH	 14	 150	 216
Rebounds	 Aniwaniwa Tait-Jones	 UHH	 24	 281	 357
Assists	 Darren Williams	 UHH	 15	 160	 296
Steals	 Christian Popoola	 ART U	 7	 70	 104
Blocks	 Joseph Smoyer	 CUH	 4	 57	 107

TEAM RECORD TRACKER
Stat	 Team		  Number	 Top 10	 Record
Points	 Hawai`i Hilo		  263	 2623	 3085
Field Goals	 Hawai`i Hilo		  94	 921	 1079
3-Pointers	 Concordia		  29	 284	 336
FT Made	 Hawai`i Hilo		  51	 558	 614
Rebounds	 Hawai`i Hilo		  125	 1206	 1394
Assists	 Hawai`i Hilo		  35	 501	 597
Steals	 Academy of Art		  23	 271	 328
Blocks	 Concordia		  7	 130	 159


