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BYU-Hawaii’s Wily claims 2nd Player of Year award in three seasons

HPU sweeps freshman, newcomer trophies; Trent May makes it a repeat as Coach of the Year

QUEEN CREEK, AZ – In a sport where distributing the ball around the court leads to victories, the 2008-09 Pacific West Conference Women’s Basketball All-Conference Team and awards have been nicely doled out among the conference’s seven teams.

And, after a one-year playing hiatus, BYU-Hawaii senior forward Latoya Wily (Laie, HI/Kahuku) roared back into the conference to reclaim the PacWest Player of the Year award.

The PacWest Office made the official announcement on Sunday, March 29, from its information office in Queen Creek, AZ.

Wily led the PacWest in scoring and rebounding, averaging 25.6 points per game and 13.9 rebounds per contest. She also was tops in field goal percentage, shooting 59.5% from the floor after making 253 of 425 attempts. She averaged 6.26 offensive rebounds per game to lead the league as well.

A First Team All-PacWest selection in 2006-07, Wily returned to collect First Team honors again this season and join sophomore guard Richelle Fenenbock (Coeur d’Alene, ID/Lake City) and junior guard Mahina Gago (Las Vegas, NV/Bonanza) as the three All-PacWest players representing BYU-Hawaii. Fenenbock – a Second Team choice last year – and Gago were Honorable Mention this year.

Fenebock averaged 12.6 points per game to rank 12th in the league, while Gago scored 10.3 points per contest to stand 18th. Gago also pulled down 5.0 rebounds per contest to wind up 14th in the PacWest. Fenebock ended her season shooting 34.2% from three-point land to finish third in the league.

Hawai‘i Pacific earned the PacWest Newcomer of the Year honor thanks to junior guard Tiffany Wilson (Long Beach, CA/Mayfair) and claimed the PacWest Freshman of the Year in rookie forward Mana Hopkins (Kona, HI/Konawaena).

Wilson also earned First Team All-PacWest honors after scoring 13.7 points per game. She ranked eighth in the league in scoring and eighth in free throw shooting after making 72.0% of her foul sots (103 for 143).

Hopkins claimed Second Team honors by averaging 14.1 points and 5.9 rebounds per contest. She ranked seventh in scoring, ninth in rebounding, fifth in shooting and 10th in free throw percentage. She shot 47.7% from the field (157 for 239) and converted 68.5% of her free throw attempts (85 for 124).

Grand Canyon University second-year head coach Trent May, who led the Antelopes to their third consecutive Pacific West Conference Championship and second straight during his tenure - as well as a berth in the NCAA Division II West Regional - was named the PacWest Coach of the Year for the second straight season.

This year May’s peers selected him Coach of the Year. In previous seasons, the PacWest Coach of the Year in all sports was awarded to the head coach of the first-place team.

May guided the Antelopes to a 16-12 overall mark and a 9-3 conference record, but Grand Canyon was devastated by injuries, especially at the end of the season with the loss of All-PacWest First Team selection Rosalyn Nelson (Phoenix, AZ/Deer Valley).

Grand Canyon posted three All-PacWest selections, including two First Team picks in Nelson and sophomore guard Samantha Murphy (Phoenix, AZ/Xavier Prep). The Antelopes were the lone team to land two First Team choices.

Nelson played in 20 games this season before suffering a season-ending injury. The Freshman of the Year in 2006-07 and Player of the Year last season earned her third straight All-PacWest First Team selection in 2008-09. She averaged 15.5 points, 5.3 rebounds, 4.85 assists and 3.75 steals per game while shooting 47.9% (125 for 261) from the field. She also made 71.8% (51 for 71) of her foul shots.

Murphy, who claimed the Freshman of the Year award last season, earned her second straight All-PacWest First Team honor after averaging 19.2 points and 5.2 rebounds per game. She ranked second in scoring in the league and 13th in rebounding, while her 50.4% shooting from the field also stood second among all PacWest players.

Murphy’s ability to distribute the ball led to a 3.52 assists-per-game average, good enough for seventh in the conference, while she topped the league in steals per game with a 3.57 per game rate. The second-year player finished second in the league in foul shooting (82.9%) after making 97 of 117 attempts.

From a statistical standpoint, making the NCAA Division II Tournament had a bittersweet impact on the Antelopes. To be eligible for PacWest and NCAA statistical rankings, players must compete in at least 75% of the games played by their teams.

Murphy, who missed games early in the season because of an injury, became eligible for the rankings because she played in 21 of 28 Grand Canyon contests this year – the 28th being the NCAA II West Region contest. However, Nelson competed in 20 games and no longer meets the minimums.

Grand Canyon junior forward Stacy Haddow (Chino Valley, AZ/Chino Valley) earned Second Team accolades after averaging 11.5 points and 6.3 rebounds per game this year. She ranked sixth in the league in collecting boards and 14th in scoring, while her 2.18 three-pointers made per game landed her third. She finished second in three-point shooting in the conference (36.7% - 61 for 166).

The 2008-09 All-PacWest Women’s Basketball Team consists of 24 players - seven First Team members, seven Second Team selections and nine players named to the Honor Roll. The head coaches in the conference vote for all of the awards.

The top seven vote-getters in the weighted poll receive First Team rewards, while Second Team honors go to those who rank between 8-14. The athlete with the most votes is named the Player of the Year and any athlete receiving votes but failing to crack the Top 14 is considered Honorable Mention All-Conference.

Separate balloting is conducted for Freshman of the Year and Newcomer of the Year. Freshman of the Year must be a first-year student-athlete, or a second-year student with red-shirt freshman status. The Newcomer of the Year award is for any player making her debut in the PacWest.

Dixie State led the league in All-PacWest selections with five, but six of the league’s seven teams had at least three. The Red Storm produced one First Team selection, three Second Team choices and one Honorable Mention.

Senior guard Deney Phommabout (West Valley, UT/Hillcrest) made First Team honors by averaging 11.6 points per game. She ranked 13th in the PacWest in scoring.

Junior guard Courtney Boyd (Keokuk, IA/Keokuk), junior forward Tanya Clark (Beaumont, CA/Beaumont) and rookie guard Shanae Vaifanua (Hurricane, UT/Hurricane) claimed Second Team accolades.

Boyd was an Honorable Mention in 2007-08 and made the jump this year after leading the PacWest in assist average (4.56 per game). She collected 4.1 rebounds per contest and averaged 2.11 steals per outing – the latter high enough for fifth in the league. She averaged 1.70 three-pointers made per contest to stand ninth in the conference.

Clark averaged 7.9 rebounds per game to lead the Red Storm and rank third in the PacWest. She also finished ninth in the league in foul shooting (69.1% - 56 for 81) and ninth in field goal percentage (46.1% - 94 for 204).

Vaifanua averged 10.3 points and 6.0 rebounds per game for Dixie State. She ranked eighth in boards and 17th in scoring this year. She also finished 10th in shooting (45.9%) after making 106 of 231 field goal attempts, while her 1.96 steals-per-game average landed her sixth in the conference.

Junior guard Jessie Ingraham (Tucson, AZ/Canyon del Oro) averaged 10.9 points and 5.6 rebounds per game to earn Honorable Mention. She finished 15th in the league in scoring and 10th in rebounding, while her 3.23 assists per game placed her ninth among all PacWest players. She also had the third-best free throw percentage in the league, connecting on 80.5% (66 of 82) of her attempts from the line.

In addition to Wilson and Hopkins, HPU freshman guard Paris Gravely (Fairfield, CA/Fairfield) claimed Second Team honors and freshman guard Taylor Craig (Los Angeles, CA/Beverly) made Honorable Mention. The Sea Warriors wound up with a total of four All-PacWest players.

Gravely averaged 13.1 points per game and shot 72.2% from the line (78 for 108). She finished seventh in the league in foul shooting and ninth in scoring. Craig, meanwhile, doled out 4.31 assists per game to rank third in the PacWest. She also was ninth in steals per game with a 1.72 average.

Hawai‘i Hilo picked up four All-PacWest selections – a First Team choice in senior forward Sheila Azevedo (Hilo, HI/Waiakea) and three Honorable Mentions. Azevedo has earned three straight All-PacWest First Team selections.

One of the best all-around players in the league, Azevedo averaged 14.4 points and 6.5 rebound per game, ranking sixth in scoring and fourth in dominating the glass.

The three Vulcans collecting Honorable Mention awards included senior forward Amanda Adams (Pahoa, HI/Dakota Ridge, CO), senior guard Jessica Hanato (Kailua-Kona, HI/Konawaena) and junior guard Nesha Ann (Hina) Kimitete (Kailua-Kona, HI/Konawaena). Hanato earns her second straight Honorable Mention award, while Kimitete was a Second Team selection last year.

Kimitete averaged 12.8 points per game to rank 11th in the PacWest, while her 3.75 assist-per-game mark was fifth in the league. She also ranked second in the PacWest in steals per game (2.92) and in three-pointers made per game (2.33), while her three-point shooting topped the league (40.6% - 56 for 138). Kimitete ended her season tied for third in field goal percentage after making 50% of her attempts (117 for 234).

Hanato closed out the year with a 10.2 points-per-game average, ranking 19th in the conference in scoring. She finished 12th in rebounding average (5.5), 10th in assist average (3.21), fourth in steals per game (2.13) and fifth in shooting (47.8%).

Adams averaged 10.4 points per game, good enough for 16th in the PacWest. She was 17th in rebounding (4.3 boards per game) and seventh in field goal percentage with a 46.9% mark (98 for 209).

Notre Dame de Namur captured a trio of All-Conference slots, including senior forward Britni Rathke (Snohomish, WA/Snohomish) who was a First Team selection and senior forward Tanaia Keyes (Seattle, WA/Ingraham) who earned Second Team accolades after picking up a First Team award last year.

Rathke ranked in the Top 5 in the conference in scoring, rebounding and blocked shots. She led the league in rejections with 58, posting a 2.23 per game average. She also dropped in 15.6 points per game, landing fourth in the PacWest in scoring, while she was just one of two conference players who rebounded in double-figures (11.8). She finished second behind Wily in pulling down missed shots.

Keyes was third in scoring in the conference, averaging 15.7 points per game while also snaring 4.2 rebounds per contest. She ranked 18th in rebounding, sixth in foul shooting (76.3% - 74 for 97) and finished seventh in steals per game in the league (1.88). Keyes also was third in blocked shots per game with a 0.77 per game rate.

A Second Team selection in 2007-08, junior forward Jennifer Dreessen (Danville, CA/San Ramon Valley) was named Honorable Mention after averaging 8.9 points and 5.3 rebounds per game while shooting 53.5% (69 for 129) from the field. Like Nelson of Grand Canyon, Dreessen does not meet the minimum number of games played to be included in the conference or NCAA statistical rankings. She competed in 19 of 26 games for the Argos – less than 75% of her team’s total contests.

Chaminade picked up a pair of All-PacWest Honorable Mention selections thanks to senior guard Jasmine Dulan (Honolulu, HI/St. Francis) and junior guard Samantha Saito (Aiea, HI/Sacred Hearts).

Dulan averaged 13.0 points per game to finish 10th in the league, while Saito was fifth in scoring with a 14.7 points per game mark. Dulan was seventh in three-pointers made per game (1.73) and Saito placed fifth (1.85) in the category. Saito led the PacWest in free throw shooting, converting 94 of 103 attempts (91.3%).

For complete Pacific West Conference Women’s Basketball Stats, click on - http://www.pacificwestsports.org/sports/wbkb/2008-09/stats/confstat.HTM
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