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NEC WOMEN’S BASKETBALL FACTS & FIGURES NEC WOMEN’S BASKETBALL STANDINGS
END OF REGULAR SEASON

	 School............................... NEC	 Pct.	 Overall	 Pct.	 Streak	 Home	 Away	 Neu	
1.	 Bryant * .......................................14-4	 0.778	 21-8	 0.724	 W1	 12-2	 9-6	 0-0	
	 Central Connecticut * ..................14-4	 0.778	 18-11	 0.621	 L1	 10-4	 8-7	 0-0	
3.	 Robert Morris * ...........................13-5	 0.722	 15-14	 0.517	 L1	 8-4	 7-10	 0-0	
4.	 Sacred Heart * .............................11-7	 0.611	 16-12	 0.571	 L1	 10-3	 6-8	 0-1	
5.	 St. Francis Brooklyn * .................9-9	 0.500	 12-18	 0.400	 W2	 6-7	 4-9	 2-2	
6.	 Fairleigh Dickinson * ...................7-11	 0.389	 10-19	 0.345	 W1	 5-8	 5-11	 0-0	
7.	 LIU Brooklyn * ............................6-12	 0.333	 9-20	 0.310	 L2	 6-9	 3-11	 0-0	
	 Mount St. Mary’s * ......................6-12	 0.333	 8-21	 0.276	 L1	 6-6	 2-15	 0-0	
9.	 Wagner ........................................5-13	 0.278	 7-22	 0.241	 W1	 5-9	 2-13	 0-0	
	 Saint Francis U ............................5-13	 0.278	 6-23	 0.207	 W1	 4-9	 2-14	 0-0	

NEC Player of the Year
BREANNA RUCKER, BRYANT
Jr., F, 5-11, Cincinnati, OH/Princeton HS
Rucker was a workhorse for Bryant during the program’s first-ever 20-win season at the Division I level. The small 
forward ranked amongst the NEC’s top-10 statistical leaders in four major categories – scoring (16.0 ppg), rebounding 
(11.4 rpg), field goal percentage (.471) and free throw percentage (.758). 

NEC Rookie of the Year
IVORY BAILEY, BRYANT
Fr., G, 5-7, Wyomissing, PA/Wilson
Bailey wasted little time establishing herself as one of the NEC’s most dynamic scorers. A force to be reckoned with 
since Day 1, Bailey poured in 24 points and grabbed seven boards in a season-opening victory over America East 
member Maine. The 5-foot-7 freshman went on to average 11.3 points, 5.2 rebounds and 2.0 assists per contest.

2015 Northeast Conference Tournament
(all games played at home of higher seed)
Quarterfinals
Sunday, March 8
#8 LIU BROOKLYN at #1 CENTRAL CONN., 2:00 pm
#7 WAGNER at #2 MOUNT ST. MARY’S, 2:00 pm
#6 SACRED HEART at #3 SAINT FRANCIS U, 3:00 pm
#5 ST. FRANCIS BROOKLYN at #4 BRYANT, 6:00 pm

Semifinals
Wednesday, March 11
TBD on ESPN3

Championship
Sunday, March 15
1:00 pm on ESPNU

#NEC15
@NECBBT

Watch NEC Front Row LIVE! 
Pregame Show 

12 pm on WBB Championship Sunday

NEC Coach of the Year
BERYL PIPER, CENTRAL CONNECTICUT
Eighth Season at CCSU
Piper presided over Central’s Connecticut’s winningest season as a Northeast Conference member, grossly exceed-
ing external expectations while doing so. The Blue Devils tied for last place in the NEC preseason coaches’ poll, but 
proceeded to capture a share of the regular season conference crown for the first time since joining the league in 1998. 

NEC Defensive Player of the Year
ERIKA LIVERMORE, FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON
Jr., C, 6-2, Nazareth, PA/Nazareth
Defensively, Livermore’s 2.4 blocks per game are the most in the conference. The two-time all-NEC first teamer 
pulled down 5.4 defensive rebounds per contest, the fourth-most in the league. The 6-foot-2 center completed the 
regular season ranking third amongst the league’s scoring leaders (18.5 ppg) and second amongst the top rebound-
ers (10.1 rpg).
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QUARTERFINALS

Sunday, March 8
1:00 pm

Sunday, March 8
1:00 pm

Sunday, March 8
2:00 pm

Wednesday, March 11
7:00 pm 
(ESPN3) 

Wednesday, March 11
7:00 pm 
(ESPN3)

Sunday, March 15
1:00 pm
ESPNU

SEMIFINALS

NEC Champion

#2	 Bryant

#7	 Mount St. Mary’s

#3	 Robert Morris

#6	 Fairleigh Dickinson

#4	 Sacred Heart

#5	 St. Francis Brooklyn

*Teams Re-seeded following each round

TBA

TBA

TBA

Sunday, March 8
2:00 pm

#1	 Central Connecticut

#8	 LIU Brooklyn

CHAMPIONSHIP

TBA

2015 NEC WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

PAST NEC TOURNAMENT WINNERS & MVPs
2014 - Final Result: #1 Robert Morris def. #3 Saint Francis (PA), 78-64 (Moon Twp., PA)			   MVP: Artemis Spanou, RMU
2013 - Final Result: #1 Quinnipiac def. #4 Saint Francis (PA), 72-33 (Hamden, CT)				    MVP: Brittany McQuain, QU
2012 - Final Result: #1 Sacred Heart def. #3 Monmouth, 58-48 (Fairfield, CT)				    MVP: Ericka Norman, SHU
2011 - Final Result: #1 Saint Francis (PA) def. #2 Monmouth, 72-57 (Loretto, PA)	 			   MVP: Brittany Lilley, SFPA
2010 - Final Result: #5 Saint Francis (PA) def. #2 Long Island, 77-68 (Brooklyn, NY)  			   MVP: Britney Hodges, SFPA
2009 - Final Result: #1 Sacred Heart def. #3 Saint Francis (PA), 74-66 (Fairfield, CT)			   MVP: Kaitlin Sowinski, SHU
2008 - Final Result: #2 Robert Morris def. #4 Long Island, 86-75 (Moon Twp., PA) 				    MVP: Chinata Nesbit, RMU
2007 - Final Result: #2 Robert Morris def. #3 Sacred Heart, 68-66 (Fairfield, CT)	 			   MVP: Chinata Nesbit, RMU
2006 - Final Result: #1 Sacred Heart def. #2 Quinnipiac, 69-65 (Fairfield, CT)				    MVP: Amanda Pape, SHU
2005 - Final Result: #1 Saint Francis (PA) def. #3 Robert Morris, 65-50 (Loretto, PA)			   MVP: Beth Swink, SFPA
2004 - Final Result: #1 Saint Francis (PA) def. #3 Monmouth, 70-55 (Loretto, PA)	 			   MVP: Tonjee Ward, SFPA
2003 - Final Result: #1 Saint Francis (PA) def. #7 UMBC, 58-41 (Loretto, PA)				    MVP: Beth Swink, SFPA
2002 - Final Result: #1 Saint Francis (PA) def. #2 Long Island, 74-54 (Loretto, PA)				    MVP: Karen Hewitt, SFPA
2001 - Final Result: #3 Long Island def. #1 Mount St. Mary’s, 70-61 (Trenton, NJ)	 			   MVP: Tamika Dudley, LIU
2000 - Final Result: #1 Saint Francis (PA) def. #6 Wagner, 74-60 (Trenton, NJ)				    MVP: Jess Zinobile, SFPA
1999 - Final Result: #2 Saint Francis (PA) def. #4 Monmouth, 88-76 (Staten Island, NY)			   MVP: Jess Zinobile, SFPA
1998 - Final Result: #1 Saint Francis (PA) def. #3 Wagner, 74-49 (Loretto, PA)	 			   MVP: Mary Markey, SFPA
1997 - Final Result: #1 Saint Francis (PA) def. #2 Monmouth, 54-42 (Loretto, PA)	 			   MVP: Jess Zinobile, SFPA
1996 - Final Result: #2 Saint Francis (PA) def. #1 Mount St. Mary’s, 83-75 (Emmitsburg, MD) 		  MVP: Mary Markey, SFPA
1995 - Final Result: #1 Mount St. Mary’s def. #2 Saint Francis (PA), 80-61 (Emmitsburg, MD) 		  MVP: Nikki Schroyer, MSM
1994 - Final Result: #1 Mount St. Mary’s def. #2 Saint Francis (PA), 78-67 (Emmitsburg, MD) 		  MVP: Susie Rowlyk, MSM
1993 - Final Result: #2 Mount St. Mary’s def #4 Marist, 82-61 (Teaneck, NJ) 				    MVP: Diana Matula, MSM
1992 - Final Result: #2 Fairleigh Dickinson def. #1 Mount St. Mary’s, 78-55 (Emmitsburg, MD)		  MVP: Barbara DeShields, FDU
1991 - Final Result: #4 Robert Morris def. #6 Wagner, 69-61 (Emmitsburg, MD) 	 			   MVP: Maebeth Schalles, RMU
1990 - Final Result: #3 Fairleigh Dickinson def. #1 Mount St. Mary’s, 70-65 (Emmitsburg, MD)		  MVP: Cathy Panos, FDU
1989 - Final Result: #1 Wagner def. #2 Robert Morris, 66-60 (Staten Island, NY)	 			   MVP: Cynthia Quinlan, WC
1988 - Final Result: #2 Robert Morris def. #1 Monmouth, 63-60 (West Long Branch, NJ) 	 		  MVP: JoAnn Beatty, RMU
1987-  Final Result: #1 Monmouth def #3 Fairleigh Dickinson, 92-65 (West Long Branch, NJ) 		  MVP: Linda Wilson, MU



29 THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT 29th ANNUAL 
NORTHEAST CONFERENCE WBB TOURNAMENT
1.	 The 2015 NEC Tournament bracket contains two teams who were not here last year. Top-seeded Central 
Connecticut is back after failing to qualify in 2014 when it finished 9th in the standings with a 5-13 league 
record.  Fairleigh Dickinson is also back in the postseason  after missing out each of the past two years.
2.	 The 2015 NEC Tournament will follow the same “high seed host” format that was reemployed in 2011. 
The higher-seeded teams will host games throughout the entirety of this year’s event.
3.	 Three teams in the eight-team Tournament field are still searching for its first title. Central Connecticut, 
St. Francis Brooklyn and Bryant have yet to cut down the nets and capture the NEC’s automatic bid to the Big 
Dance. In fact, none of the three has ever made it through to the title game.
4.	 Central Connecticut owns the No. 1 seed in the NEC Tournament for the first time in its program’s his-
tory.  The Blue Devils were seeded as high as No. 2 twice before (1998, 2009).
5.	 Two programs in this year’s field have won at least two NEC Tournament titles in the past decade -- 
Robert Morris (2007, 2008, 2014) and Sacred Heart (2009, 2012).
6.	 Saint Francis (PA) became the lowest seed ever to win the event when the No. 5 seed Red Flash went 
all the way in 2010.
7.	 Seeded fourth in 1991, Robert Morris had been the lowest seed to ever win the tournament title.
8.	 Mount St. Mary’s will be making its record 24th appearance at the NEC Tournament. The Mount’s string 
of 20 consecutive NEC Tournament appearances ended in 2010. After absences in 2010 and 2011, Bryan 
Whitten’s team is back in the postseason for the fourth year in a row.
9.	 Sacred Heart, who has qualified for the NEC Tournament every year since it joined the league in 1999, 
owns the longest active streak for consecutive appearances (16). 
10.	 The No. 1 seed has won it all 17 times in 28 years.
11.	 In the 20 years since the Northeast conference discontinued the six-team bracket, the No. 1 seed has 
won 15 times and has only missed the final on four occasions.
12.	 The 1991 RMU Colonials are the only team to win the tournament while finishing the season with a 
sub-.500 winning percentage (13-17).
13.	 Saint Francis (PA), which failed to qualify this year, has the most tournament wins (43) and most NEC 
titles (11) of any conference team.
14.	 The Red Flash’s record win streak of 29 straight tournament victories came to a halt at the hands of 
Sacred Heart in the 2009 NEC Championship Game.
15.	 Saint Francis (PA) has made it through to the semifinal round more often than anyone else in the field. 
The Red Flash have been amongst the Tournament’s final four on 16 occasions, and proceeded to advance to 
the Championship Game all 16 times.
16.	 The two lowest seeds to ever meet in the Championship Game were No. 4 Robert Morris and No. 6 
Wagner back in 1991. RMU prevailed, 69-61.
17.	 Sacred Heart and Saint Francis U became the first-ever teams to score at least 100 points in a tournament 
game last year, and they did it while facing one another in a 2014 quarterfinal tilt. SFU prevailed, 132-124, in 
double overtime as the two teams accounted for the second-highest scoring game in NCAA Division I history. 
Both teams had exceeded the 100-point mark by the end of regulation play.
18.	 Prior to 2014, no team has ever reached the century mark in a game during tournament time. The single-
game scoring high was 92 points, a mark that was hit by Saint Francis (PA), Monmouth and Robert Morris.
19.	 The largest margin of victory in a tournament game (39) came in Quinnipiac’s 72-33 triumph over Saint 
Francis (PA) in the 2013 Championship Game.
20.	 Only five players have earned both Tournament MVP and Player of the Year accolades in the same sea-
son. Robert Morris’ Artemis Spanou did it in 2014. Monmouth’s Linda Wilson was honored with both awards 
during the league’s inaugural season in 1986-87, followed by Mount St. Mary’s Susie Rowlyk in 1993-94 and 
Saint Francis (PA)’s Jess Zinobile in 1999-2000. Amanda Pape of Sacred Heart was tabbed with both honors 
in 2005-06.  Will 2015 NEC Player of the Year Breanna Rucker join the club?
21.	 Only one of the five members of the 2014 NEC All-Tournament Team are back this March – Robert 
Morris sophomore Anna Niki Stamolamprou.
22.	 Quinnipiac’s Ashlee Kelly redefined “monster game” in 2004 when she poured in 38 points and grabbed 
28 rebounds during a quarterfinal showdown with FDU. Two days after her tournament record 28-rebound 
performance, QU’s Ashlee Kelly hauled in 26 boards and still owns the top two spots on the tournament’s 
all-time single-game rebounding list.
23.	 Robert Morris’ Chinata Nesbit, a former two-time Tournament MVP, owns the lone triple-double in 
tourney history (2008 QF vs. SFBK).
24.	 All eight head coaches in this year’s field have been here before. Robert Morris’ Sal Buscaglia leads the 
group with 11 appearances, while Sacred Heart’s Jessica Mannetti, who is making her second visit, is the 
least-tenured.
25.	 Buscaglia has more NEC Tournament wins (15) than any other coach in this year’s field.
26.	 Buscaglia is the lone active NEC head coach with a tournament title on his resume (2007, 2008, 2014).
27.	 No. 8 seed LIU Brooklyn will look to produce the second-ever 8-over-1 upset in NEC Tournament history. 
St. Francis (BK) was the first to pull off the feat when they ousted LIU Brooklyn in 2007.
28.	 Since 1994, the NEC Tournament champion has received an automatic bid to the NCAA’s Big Dance. 
Mount St. Mary’s earned the league’s first-ever auto berth and faced Iowa in the 1994 NCAA First Round.
29.	 For the eighth consecutive year, the NEC Women’s Basketball Championship Game will reach a national 
TV audience via ESPNU.  This year’s title tilt is set for March 15 at 3:00 pm ET.

TOURNEY HISTORY OF 2015 TOURNEY FIELD
Seed	Team	 Tourney Rec.		 Semis	 Chmp Gm	 Titles
#1	 Central Connecticut	 4-7 (.364)		  4	 0	 0
#2	 Bryant	 1-2 (.333)		  1	 0	 0
#3	 Robert Morris	 22-14 (.611)		  13	 7	 5
#4	 Sacred Heart	 16-12 (.571)		  9	 4	 3
#5	 St. Francis Brooklyn	 5-12 (.294)		  5	 0	 0
#6	 Fairleigh Dickinson	 9-19 (.321)		  6	 3	 2
#7	 Mount St. Mary’s	 19-20 (.487)		  14	 7	 3
#8	 LIU Brooklyn	 15-17 (.469)		  8	 4	 1

NOTE: All records are upon entering 2015 Tournament.
*Semis - denotes semifinal round appearances
*Chmp Gm - denotes Championship Game appearances

HEAD COACHES IN 2015 TOURNEY FIELD
Seed	 Coach (School)	 App.	 Tourney Rec.	 Titles	
#1	 Beryl Piper (Central Connecticut)	5	 3-4 (.429)	 0
#2	 Mary Burke (Bryant)	 3	 1-2 (.333)	 0
#3	 Sal Buscaglia (Robert Morris)	 11	 15-6 (.714)	 3
#4	 Jessica Mannetti (Sacred Heart)	 2	 0-1 (.000)	 0
#5	 John Thurston (SFBK)	 3	 0-2 (.000)	 0
#6	 Peter Cinella (FDU)	 5	 0-4 (.000)	 0
#7	 Bryan Whitten (Mt. St. Mary’s)	 6	 2-5 (.200)	 0
#8	 Gail Striegler (LIU Brooklyn)	 5	 2-4 (.333)	 0

ALL-TIME NEC TOURNAMENT WINS LEADERS
	 Name	 Yrs in NEC	 Wins
1.	 Ed Swanson (SHU)	 1999-2013	 16
2.	 Jenny Przekwas (SFU)	 1992-99	 16
3.	 Sal Buscaglia (RMU)	 2003-present	 15
4.	 Bill Sheahan (MSM)	 1990-98	 14
5.	 Tricia Fabbri (QU)	 1998-2013	 10

THE SEED REPORT
Seed	 Winner	 Year
#1	 Robert Morris	 2014
#1	 Quinnipiac	 2013
#1	 Sacred Heart	 2012
#1	 Saint Francis (PA)	 2011
#5	 Saint Francis (PA)	 2010
#1	 Sacred Heart	 2009
#2	 Robert Morris	 2008
#2	 Robert Morris	 2007
#1	 Sacred Heart	 2006
#1	 Saint Francis (PA)	 2005
#1 	 Saint Francis (PA)	 2004
#1 	 Saint Francis (PA)	 2003
#1	 Saint Francis (PA)	 2002
#3	 Long Island	 2001
#1	 Saint Francis (PA)	 2000
#2	 Saint Francis (PA)	 1999
#1	 Saint Francis (PA)	 1998
#1	 Saint Francis (PA)	 1997
#2	 Saint Francis (PA)	 1996
#1	 Mount St. Mary’s	 1995
#1 	 Mount St. Mary’s	 1994
#2	 Mount St. Mary’s	 1993
#2	 Fairleigh Dickinson	 1992
#4	 Robert Morris	 1991
#3	 Fairleigh Dickinson	 1990
#1	 Wagner	 1989
#2	 Robert Morris	 1988
#1	 Monmouth	 1987

#NEC15	 #TourneyTidbits	
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Twi t te r, Facebook , YouTube : @NECSpor ts

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS: #NECWBB REGULAR SEASON CO-CHAMPS CCSU AND BRYANT HEADLINE BRACKET

It was a regular season during 
which the unexpected became 
reality.
Earning a share of the North-

east Conference regular season 
crown for the first time in their 
programs’ respective histories, 
Central Connecticut and Bryant 
dealt a severe blow to the value of 
preseason prognostications.

The top two seeds in the 2015 
NEC Tournament bracket finished 
in the bottom half of the confer-
ence’s preseason coaches’ poll.

Central Connecticut (18-11, 
14-4 NEC) became the first team 
in the history of the NEC pre-
season poll, which dates back to 
1994, to end the regular season in 
first place after being pegged last 
in the predicted order-of-finish. 
Beryl Piper’s Blue Devils, who 
have set a single-season program 
record for NEC wins (14), will own 
the top seed in the league’s eight-
team postseason tournament.

Bryant (21-8, 14-4), which was 
pegged sixth in the preseason 
predicted order-of-finish, finds it-
self in the midst of the program’s 
finest season at the Division I 
level and holds the No. 2 seed in 
the 2015 NEC Tournament. Mary 
Burke’s Bulldogs, who have quali-
fied for the conference tourna-

ment all three years since becoming 
eligible, are the first NEC team to 
reach the 20-win mark this season.

No. 3 Robert Morris (15-14, 13-5) 
and No. 4 Sacred Heart (16-12, 11-7) 
will join the Blue Devils and Bull-
dogs in hosting quarterfinal round 
contests. All NEC Tournament games 
will be played at the home sites of the 
higher-seeded teams.

No. 5 St. Francis Brooklyn (12-18, 
9-9), No. 6 Fairleigh Dickinson (10-
19, 7-11), No. 7 Mount St. Mary’s 
(8-21, 6-12) and No. 8 LIU Brooklyn 
(9-20, 6-12) will all tip off postseason 
play on the road.

The 29th annual NEC Women’s 
Basketball Championship will com-
mence on March 8 with quarterfinal 
round play followed by the semifinals 
on March 11. For the eighth year in 
a row, the #NECWBB Championship 
Game will reach a live national TV au-
dience via ESPNU. The game, which 
will decide the recipient of the NEC’s 
automatic bid to the NCAA Tourna-
ment, will tip off at 3:00 pm EST on 
Sunday, March 15.

All quarterfinal round games can 
be seen live on NEC Front Row. 
ESPN3 will air both semifinal con-
tests.

Like CCSU and Bryant, FDU out-
performed its preseason poll ranking. 
The coaches’ prognostications 

pegged the Knights in a tie 
with Central Connecticut 
for last place.

After failing to qualify for 
the postseason last March, 
Central Connecticut has 
earned the NEC Tourna-
ment’s top seed for the 
first time ever. The Blue 
Devils, who have advanced 
to the NEC semifinals on 
three occasions during Pip-
er’s tenure, were seeded as 
high as No. 2 in 2009. They 
are still in search of their 
first NEC Women’s Basket-
ball Championship Game 
appearance since joining 
the league in 1997.

•  CCSU senior forward Amanda Harrington

#NEC15	 #SeedsAreSet	

QUARTERFINALS AT A GLANCE
NO. 1 CENTRAL CONNECTICUT VS. NO. 8 LIU BROOKLYN
2014-15 Meetings: Jan. 19 - CCSU 75, LIU 70 (New Britain); Feb. 2 - CCSU 
68, LIU 54 (Brooklyn)
LIU Brooklyn was on the wrong end of the lone 8-over-1 upset in tournament 
history in 2007. Now, the Blackbirds look to add Central Connecticut to that list 
of victims. CCSU, which is 9-0 against NEC opponents at home this season, 
has the tough task of defeating the same team three times in the same year. 
Defense should be plentiful in this one. LIU Brooklyn leads the circuit in steals 
(11.1 spg) and forces opponents into a NEC-high 20.8 turnovers per contest. 
Meanwhile, Central Connecticut has limited the opposition to a league-low 
55.7 points per game during NEC play. These two teams last clashed in the 
postseason in a 2011 semifinal round bout. LIU prevailed, 61-55.
 
NO. 2 BRYANT VS. NO. 7 MOUNT ST. MARY’S
2014-15 Meetings: Feb. 9 - BRY 74, MSM 72 (OT) (Smithfield); Feb. 14 - BRY 
55, MSM 53 (Emmitsburg)
These two teams faced one another for 85 minutes during the regular sea-
son and were separated by only four points during that time span. Bryant and 
the Mount both made it through to the NEC Tournament semifinal round last 
March, but have never met in postseason play. The two teams entered March 
on different trajectories. Bryant has won six of its last seven contests while the 
Mountaineers have won just once since January 26.
 
NO. 3 ROBERT MORRIS VS. NO. 6 FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON
2014-15 Meetings: Feb. 2 - RMU 71, FDU 58 (Moon); Feb. 7 - RMU 69, FDU 
68 (Hackensack)
Robert Morris has hopes of becoming the first NEC Tournament repeat cham-
pion since Saint Francis U accomplished the feat in 2011. The Colonials enter 
the postseason having lost three of their last four contests. Meanwhile, Fair-
leigh Dickinson, which missed out on the postseason one year ago, went 3-2 
in its final five games to climb up to the No. 6 spot in the league standings. 
RMU owns the second-most NEC Tournament titles (5) in league history. FDU 
has won the event twice, but not since 1992.
 
NO. 4 SACRED HEART VS. NO. 5 ST. FRANCIS BROOKLYN
2014-15 Meetings: Jan. 3 - SHU 71, SFBK 55 (Fairfield); Feb. 14 – SFBK 77, 
SHU 53 (Brooklyn)
This quarterfinal round bout features one of the league’s top scoring teams 
against one of the NEC’s most stalwart defenses. Sacred Heart averages 69.6 
points per contest, second-most in the conference, while St. Francis Brook-
lyn’s owns the league’s top-ranked scoring defense (60.0 ppg).  Jessica Man-
netti’s Pioneers are eyeing their fourth tournament title since 2006 while the 
Terriers have never won it all. Set to make its 16th consecutive NEC Tourna-
ment appearance, Sacred Heart boasts the league’s longest active streak. St. 
Francis will contest the event for the third year in a row under head coach 
John Thurston.
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#NEC15	 #NECelite	

2014-15 NEC Women’s Basketball Award Winners
Player of the Year
Breanna Rucker	 Bryant	 Jr.	 SF	 5-11	 Cincinnati, OH/Princeton HS

Rookie of the Year
Ivory Bailey	 Bryant	 Fr.	 G	 5-7	 Wyomissing, PA/Wilson

Defensive Player of the Year
Erika Livermore	 Fairleigh Dickinson 	 Jr. 	 C 	 6-2 	 Nazareth, PA/Nazareth

Brenda Reilly Coach of the Year	
Beryl Piper	 Central Connecticut 

2014-15 All-Northeast Conference Women’s Basketball First Team
Name	 School	 Yr.	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Hometown/High School
Hannah Kimmel	 Sacred Heart	 Jr.	 F	 6-0	 Harpursville, NY/Harpursville
Erika Livermore	 Fairleigh Dickinson 	 Jr. 	 C 	 6-2 	 Nazareth, PA/Nazareth
Jasmine Nwajei	 Wagner	 So.	 G	 5-8	 Rockaway Park, NY/Murry Bergtraum 
Breanna Rucker	 Bryant	 Jr.	 SF	 5-11	 Cincinnati, OH/Princeton HS
Anna Niki Stamolamprou	 Robert Morris	 So.	 G	 5-9	 Thessaloniki, Greece

2014-15 All-Northeast Conference Women’s Basketball Second Team
Name	 School	 Yr.	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Hometown/High School
Sophie Bhasin	 LIU Brooklyn	 Jr.	 G	 5-7	 Highland, CA/Cajon
Kelsey Cruz	 Fairleigh Dickinson 	 Jr. 	 G 	 5-7	 Chester, VA/Lloyd C. Bird
Alexa Hayward	 Saint Francis U	 Sr.	 G	 5-8	 Beaver Falls, PA/Blackhawk
TeJahne Malone	 Central Connecticut	 Jr.	 F	 5-9	 Waldorf, MD/Westlake 
Jaymee Veney	 St. Francis Brooklyn	 Sr.	 F	 6-0	 Fairborn, OH/Fairborn 

2014-15 All-Northeast Conference Women’s Basketball Defensive Team
Name	 School	 Yr.	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Hometown/High School
Amanda Andrades	 Fairleigh Dickinson	 Sr. 	 PG	 5-3	 Virginia Beach, VA/Princess Anne
Leah Fechko	 St. Francis Brooklyn	 Jr.	 G	 5-8	 Twinsburg, OH/Twinsburg
Erika Livermore	 Fairleigh Dickinson 	 Jr. 	 C 	 6-2 	 Nazareth, PA/Nazareth
Jasmine Nwajei	 Wagner	 So.	 G	 5-8	 Rockaway Park, NY/Murry Bergtraum
Letava Whippy	 LIU Brooklyn 	 Sr. 	 G 	 5-9 	 Suva, Fiji

2014-15 Northeast Conference Women’s Basketball All-Rookie Team
Name	 School	 Yr.	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Hometown/High School
Ivory Bailey	 Bryant	 Fr.	 G	 5-7	 Wyomissing, PA/Wilson
Mikalah Mulrain	 Robert Morris	 Fr.	 C	 6-3	 Brampton, Ontario
Camden Musgrave	 Central Connecticut	 Fr.	 G	 5-7	 Bowie, MD/Elizabeth Seton
Megan Smith	 Robert Morris	 Fr.	 F	 6-1	 Barrie, Ontario
Maya Wynn	 Saint Francis U	 Fr.	 G	 5-11	 Reisterstown, MD/McDonogh


