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Belmont Bruins	
1900 Belmont Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37212

AD: Scott Corley
Coach: Bart Brooks

WBB SID: Luke Bolanos	
Email: luke.bolanos@belmont.edu	

UIC Flames
839 W. Roosevelt Rd.		
Chicago, IL 60608	 	
  	
AD: TBD
Coach: Ashleen Bracey

WBB SID: Amri Wilder
Email: amriw@uic.edu

Missouri State Lady Bears	
901 South National		
Springfield, MO  65897	
		
AD: Patrick Ransdell
Coach: Beth Cunningham

WBB SID: Megan Fisher
Email: meganfisher@missouristate.edu 

Bradley Braves	
1501 W. Bradley Ave.
Renaissance Coliseum
Peoria, IL  61625

AD: Dr. Chris Reynolds
Coach: Kate Popovec-Goss 

WBB SID: Allison Novak	
Email: anovakbradley.edu

Murray State Racers
217 Stewart Stadium		
Murray, KY 42071	

AD: Nico Yantko
Coach: Rechelle Turner	
	
WBB SID: Clay Wagoner
Email: cwagoner2@murraystate.edu

Evansville Purple Aces
1800 Lincoln Ave.		
Evansville, IN  47722		
	
AD: Dr. Kenneth “Ziggy” Siegfried
Coach: Robyn Scherr-Wells

WBB SID: Liz Holbrook
Email: eh340@evansville.edu

Drake Bulldogs	
27th & Forest (Knapp Center)		
Des Moines, IA  50311	

AD: Brian Hardin 	
Coach: Allison Pohlman

WBB SID: David Shindelar
Email: david.shindelar@drake.edu

Southern Illinois Salukis
118 Lingle Hall, Mailcode 6620
Carbondale, IL  62901

AD: Tim Leonard
Coach: Kelly Bond-White

WBB SID: Dominic Hoscher
Email: dominic.hoscher@siu.edu	

UNI Panthers
NW Upper UNI-Dome		
Cedar Falls, IA  50614	

AD: Megan Franklin
Coach: Tanya Warren	
	
WBB SID: Josh Dinkelman
Email: joshua.dinkelman@uni.edu

Indiana State Sycamores
401 N. 4th Street		
Terre Haute, IN  47809		
  	
AD: Nathan Christensen
Coach: Marc Mitchell

WBB SID: Kieran Intemann
Email: kieran.intemann@indstate.edu

Valparaiso Beacons
1700 Chapel Drive 		
Valparaiso, IN  46383	
	
AD: Laurel Hosmer   
Coach: Mary Evans

WBB SID: Aaron Leavitt
Email: aaron.leavitt@valpo.edu

Illinois State Redbirds
203A Horton Field House, Campus Box 7130 
Normal, IL  61790	
	
AD: Dr. Jeri Beggs
Coach: Kristen Gillespie

WBB SID: Keelen Barlow
Email:  klbarl1@ilstu.edu
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March 13-16, 2025
Ford Center • Evansville, Ind.

2025 WOMEN’S BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

The 2025 MVC Women’s Championship at the Ford 
Center in Evansville will be the 18th-straight year the 
Conference will conduct a neutral-site championship 
for women’s basketball. 

The MVC has played its premier event for women’s 
basketball at Family Arena in St. Charles, Mo. 
(2008-2015) and Vibrant Arena at The MARK in 
Moline, Ill. (2016-2024). The previous 22 MVC 
post-season championships were held at campus 
sites.
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  MVC OFFICE
EVANSVILLE (IND.)
  WBB TOURNEY
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1907
Jan. 12 — First meeting 

of representatives of 
five universities in 
Kansas City, Mo.

Feb. 16 — Second meet-
ing in Kansas City.  
Washington University of St. Louis, 
University of Iowa, University of Missouri 
and University of Kansas organized as 
charter members.  University of Iowa and 
University of Nebraska tied in football 
with one win.

March 15 — Drake University, University 
of Nebraska and Iowa State College 
were admitted.

April 1 — Official name adopted, Missouri 
Valley Intercollegiate Athletic Associa-
tion, at first meeting of the Association.  
Constitution, bylaws and rules also 
adopted.  C.E. McClung of Kansas was 
named secretary.  Athletic participation 
was limited to three years and required 
a year’s residence prior to eligibility for 
varsity competition.

May — The first conference track champi-
onship meet was held in Kansas City.

Nov. 10 — The Missouri Valley basketball 
league was formed with Washington Uni-
versity of St. Louis, University of Missouri 
and University of Kansas constituting 
a southern division and University of 
Nebraska, Iowa State College and Drake 
University comprising a northern divi-
sion.  A championship series between 
the northern and southern division 
winners was held. 

1911
May 26 — University of Iowa withdrew.

1912
Dec. 26 — Kansas State University was 

admitted.

1918
Dec. 5 — University of Oklahoma was 

admitted.

Dec. 13 — Grinnell College (Iowa) was 
admitted.

1919-20
	 University of Nebraska suspended.
	
1924
Dec. 6 — Oklahoma (A&M) State was 

admitted.

1925
Dec. 4-5 — Arthur 

E. Eilers was ap-
pointed permanent 
secretary of the 
athletic directors’ 
association.

1928
	 University of Missouri, Iowa State College, 

University of Oklahoma, University of Kan-
sas and Kansas State withdrew to form 
separate conference (Big 6). Creighton 
University admitted.

1932
	 Butler University was admitted.

1934
	 Butler University withdrew. The Univer-

sity of Tulsa and Washburn University 
(Kansas) were admitted.

1937
	 Saint Louis University admitted.

1939
	 Grinnell College (Iowa) withdrew.

1941
	 Washburn University (Kansas) withdrew.

1945
	 Wichita University (now Wichita State 

University) admitted.

1947
	 Washington University of St. Louis with-

drew. Bradley University and University 
of Detroit admitted. Creighton University 
withdrew.

1950
	 University of Houston admitted.

1952
	 Bradley University and Drake University 

withdrew.

1955
	 Bradley University and Drake University 

readmitted.

1956
	 University of Cincinnati and North Texas 

State University admitted.

1957
  Norvall Neve was 
appointed as Com-
missioner. Oklahoma 
(A&M) State withdrew.

1960
	 University of Houston withdrew.

1963
	 University of Louisville admitted.

1966
	 Memphis State University admitted.

1969
	 University of Cincinnati withdrew.  DeWitt 

T. Weaver was appointed as Commis-
sioner.

1970
	 West Texas State University and New 

Mexico State University admitted.

1972
	 DeWitt T. Weaver resigned. Mickey 

Holmes was appointed Commissioner.

1973
	 Memphis State University withdrew.

1974
	 Saint Louis University withdrew.  South-

ern Illinois University admitted. North 
Texas State withdrew.

1975
	 University of Louisville withdrew.

1976
March 10 — Indiana State University 

admitted.

March 17 — Creighton University read-
mitted.

1979
May 1 — Mickey Holmes resigned as 

Commissioner.

July 1 — David Price appointed as Com-
missioner.

1980
June 19 — Illinois State University admitted.

1981
June 30 — David Price resigned as Com-

missioner.

Sept. 1 — Richard D. Martin was appointed 
as Commissioner.

1985
June 30 — Richard D. Martin resigned as 

Commissioner.  

July 1 — James A. Haney  was appointed 
as Commissioner. The Missouri Valley 
Conference offices relocated from Tulsa, 
Okla., to St. Louis, Mo.

1986
Jan. 1 — The sport of football was dropped 

as a Conference championship sport.

July 1 — West Texas State University 
withdrew.

1988
April 15 — 

James A. 
Haney 

	 r e s i g n e d 
as  Com-
missioner.

July 1 — J. Douglas Elgin was appointed as 
Commissioner.

1990
March 8 — Southwest Missouri State 

University admitted.

1991
Feb. 14 — University of Northern Iowa 

admitted.

1992
July 1 — Gateway Collegiate Athletic Con-

ference (women’s programs of MVC 
schools) merged with the Missouri Valley 
Conference.

1993
Nov. 4 — University of Evansville admitted.

1996
June 30 — University of Tulsa withdrew.

1997
August 26  — Charter class of MVC Hall of 

Fame announced. Inductees included 
Larry Bird (INS); Hersey Hawkins (BU); Ed 
Macauley (SLU); Oscar Robertson (UC); 
Dave Stallworth (WSU); Wes Unseld (LU) 
and Henry Iba (OSU).

2001
M30-A1— Missouri Valley Conference 

hosts the St. Louis Women’s Final Four 
at Savvis Center. The sold-old event rep-
resents the first NCAA Division I women’s 
tournament action ever hosted in the 
city of St. Louis.

2005
A2-A4 — Missouri  Val ley Confer-

ence hosts the NCAA Men’s Final 
Four at the Edward Jones Dome. 

2006
O29 — Missouri Valley Conference 

celebrates its Centennial with a gala 
celebration at the Sheldon Concert 
Hall in St. Louis. Special guests include 
Jackie Stiles of Missouri State and Hersey 
Hawkins of Bradley.

2007
M 3 0 - A 1  — 
Missouri Val-
ley  Confer-
ence hosts the 
NCAA Midwest 
Regional at 
the Edward 
Jones Dome.

2008 
M13-16 — Missouri Valley Conference hosts 

first-ever neutral-site women’s basketball 
tournament in St. Charles, Mo., at The 
Family Arena.

2009
A7-9 — Missouri Valley Confernce hosts St. 

Louis Women’s Final Four at Scottrade 
Center. The event marks the second 
NCAA Division I women’s tournament 
hosted by the city of St. Louis.

2010
M26-28 — Missouri Valley Conference 

hosts the NCAA Midwest Regional at the 
Edward Jones Dome.

2013
M22-24 — Missouri Valley Conference hosts 

the NCAA Second and Third Rounds at 
the Sprint Center in Kansas City, Mo.

June 30 — Creighton University withdrew.

July 1 — Loyola University was admitted.

2014
M21-23 — Missouri Valley Conference hosts 

the NCAA Second and Third Rounds at 
the Enterprise Center in St. Louis, Mo.

2016
M18-20 — Missouri Valley Conference 

hosts the NCAA First and Second Rounds 
at the Enterprise Center in St. Louis, Mo.

2017
June 30 — Wichita State University 

withdrew.

July 1 — Valparaiso University was admitted.

The 2017 season 
also marked the 
25th Anniversary of 
women’s sports in 
the Missouri Valley 
Conference. 

 
2021

July 1 — Jeff Jackson was appointed as 
Commissioner, replacing Doug Elgin who 
retired after 33 years. 

Sept. 28 — Conference announces 
Belmont University will be admitted, 
effective July 1, 2022 

	 2022
Jan. 7 -- Conference announces Murray 

State will be admitted, effective July 1. 
Jan. 22  -- Conference announces UIC will 

be admitted, effective July 1.
July 1  -- Loyola Chicago withdrew.

The 2022 season also 
marked the 50th Anni-
versary of Title IX.

THIS IS THE MISSOURI VALLEY CONFERENCE

1972-2022
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