
2023 MVC Men’s Soccer All-Conference Teams Announced
ST. LOUIS – Western Michigan graduate forward Dylan Sing claimed the league’s Player of the Year and Forward of 
the Year honors, Missouri State graduate midfielder Jack Denton won the Valley’s Midfielder of the Year Award and 
Western Michigan graduate defender Jaylen Shannon claimed the Valley’s Defensive Player of the Year award. Western 
Michigan goalie Ethan Brandt claimed the Goalkeeper of the Year award, while Missouri State’s Tyler Caton earned 
Freshman of the Year accolades. Sing, Denton, Shannon, Brandt and Caton headline a list of 22 student-athletes 
named to the 2023 MVC All-Conference teams, selected by the coaches, and announced by the league office Tuesday. 

Missouri State and Western Michigan, combined to place 14 athletes on the first and second-team all-conference 
squads. The Bears and Broncos each placed seven players on the all-conference teams. UIC had three players on the 
squads, while Belmont and Bowling Green each placed two players on the all-conference teams. Evansville added one 
honoree.  The 22-member team has players from six different countries, including 11 players from the United States, 
four from England, three from Spain, two from the Netherlands, one from Mexico and one from Trinidad & Tobago.

Sing, a first-time All-MVC first team honoree, becomes the first Bronco in program history to win the MVC Player of the 
Year and Forward of the Year awards. Sing was a huge offensive player for Western Michigan this season, scoring an 
NCAA-best 14 goals in 17 matches. The graduate is tied for second nationally with six game-winning goals this season 
and has the highest shot accuracy in the NCAA with a mark of 0.714.  

Denton, a four-time All-MVC honoree, started all 15 matches for Missouri State this season and scored a career-high 
three goals.  Denton added three assists and scored the game-winner at Maryland to help lead the team from his 
midfield position al season long. He is the first player in league history to win the league’s Midfielder of the Year award 
twice. 

Shannon, a graduate defender for Western Michigan, has been a mainstay in the Broncos lineup, starting in all 17 
matches this season. Shannon anchored a solid Western Michigan defense that ranked third in the NCAA this sea-
son with a 0.588 shutout percentage. Shannon provided an intimidating force on the Broncos’ back end and led all 
Western Michigan players in minutes played this season (1,447). The graduate becomes the first player in Western 
Michigan history to win MVC Defensive Player of the Year honors. 

Brandt, a graduate goalkeeper for Western Michigan, becomes the first Bronco student-athlete to earn the MVC Goal-
keeper of the Year award.  Brandt logged the fifth-most saves per game (3.06) and best save percentage (.800) in the 
league this season. Brandt also ranked second in goals against average this season (.777). Eight of Brandt’s 13 wins 
came in shutout fashion and his eight shutouts ranks fourth nationally.  

Caton, a freshman midfielder for the Bears, played in all 15 of Missouri State’s matches this season.  Caton had the 
game-winning assist in the Bears’ wins over Maryland and Belmont. Caton is the third player in program history to be 
named MVC Freshman or Newcomer of the Year, joining Matt Caution (1993) and Mark Modersohn (1997). The award 
was a Newcomer of the Year award from 1991-95 and Freshman of the Year from 1996-present.

Western Michigan’s coaching staff has earned the MVC’s Coaching Staff of the Year honor, the first coaching honor 
for the Broncos as a league member.  Head coach Chad Wiseman, in his 11th season at the helm, led the Broncos to 
a 13-1-3 mark this season, including a 7-0-1 league record which earned the MVC regular season title. The Broncos 
enter the tournament riding a program-record 16-match unbeaten streak. Wiseman is assisted by Shane Lyons, Mike 
Haines and Garrett Loehr.

Missouri State was tabbed the honor of the Valley’s Fair Play Award, which is structured after the FIFA Fair Play honor. 
It is awarded to the Valley squad that has the fewest penalty cards during all MVC matches, as the Bears tallied just six 
penalty cards in regular-season league action.
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FIRST TEAM
Name	 School	 Pos.	 Yr.	 Hometown (Previous School)
Ethan Brandt	 Western Michigan	 GK	 Gr.	 Torrance, Calif. (West)
Jesus De Vicente	 UIC	 D	 Jr.	 Casas Bajas, Spain (Iowa Western CC)
Jaylen Shannon	 Western Michigan	 D	 Gr.	 St. Joseph, Mich. (St. Joseph)
Jonathan Robinson	 Western Michigan	 D	 Jr.	 Gurnee, Ill. (Warren Township)
Alberto Anaya	 Bowling Green	 M	 Jr.	 Queretaro, Mexico (ITESM Leon)	
Bart Muns	 UIC	 M	 Jr.	 Amsterdam, Netherlands (Santa Barbara CC)
Jack Denton #&	 Missouri State	 M	 Sr.	 London, England (The Forest School)
Jesus Barea +&	 Missouri State	 M	 Sr.	 Cadiz, Spain (Putnam Science Academy)
Kai Phillip #	 Evansville	 F	 Sr.	 Diego Martin, Trinidad & Tobago (Salt Lake CC)
Dylan Sing	 Western Michigan	 F	 Gr.	 Berrien Center, Mich. (Lakeshore)
Charlie Sharp	 Western Michigan	 F	 Sr.	 Brighton, Mich. (Brighton)

& First-team selection in 2022; # Second-team selection in 2022; +Second-team selection in 2021

SECOND TEAM
Name	 School	 Pos.	 Yr.	 Hometown (Previous School)
Harry Townsend	 Missouri State	 GK	 Sr.	 Cornwall, England (Wadebridge School)
Dylan Steely	 Belmont	 D	 So.	 Hoover, Ala. (Hoover)
Javier Martin Gil &	 Missouri State	 D	 Sr.	 Madrid, Spain (IES Ortega y Gasset)
Michael Peck	 Missouri State	 D	 Jr.	 Cornwall, England (Wadebridge School)
Will Perkins	 Western Michigan	 D	 Gr.	 Detroit, Mich. (U of D Jesuit High School)
Jansen Wilson #	 Belmont	 M	 Gr.	 Elizabethtown, Ky. (Kentucky)
Kian Yari ^$&	 Missouri State	 M	 Gr.	 Manchester, England (St. Ambrose High)
Carson Hodgson	 Western Michigan	 M	 So.	 Macomb, Mich. (Anchor Bay)
Trace Terry	 Bowling Green	 F	 So.	 Bellbrook, Ohio (Bellbrook)
Joshua Torres &	 UIC	 F	 Jr.	 Chicago, Ill. (St. Patrick)
Gijs Hovius	 Missouri State	 F	 So.	 Voorthuizen, Netherlands (Roc Midden Nederland Amersfoort)

& First-team selection in 2022; # Second-team selection in 2022; ^First-team selection in 2021; $First-team selection in 2020;

ALL-FRESHMAN TEAM: Djibognihou Koulai, BRAD (F); Mads Christensen, BGSU (D); Bennett Painter, BGSU (F); Jackson Kirsch, DU (M); 
David Hernandez, UE (M); Marko Martsinkovsky, UIC (M); Darrell Turcios, UIC (M); Tyler Caton, MOST (M); Noah James, WMU (F)

PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Dylan Sing, Western Michigan
FORWARD OF THE YEAR: Dylan Sing, Western Michigan
MIDFIELDER OF THE YEAR: Jack Denton, Missouri State
DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Jaylen Shannon, Western Michigan
GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR: Ethan Brandt, Western Michigan 
FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR: Tyler Caton, Missouri State 
COACHING STAFF OF THE YEAR: Western Michigan (Chad Wiseman, Shane Lyons, Mike Haines, Garrett Loehr) 
MVC FAIR PLAY AWARD: Missouri State

MISSOURI VALLEY CONFERENCE

2023 Men’s Soccer All-Conference


