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MISSOURI STATE PICKED TO REPEAT IN VALLEY WOMEN'S HOOPS

ST. LOUIS - Missouri State has been tabbed as
the preseason favorite in the MVC women'’s bas-
ketball race in the annual survey of the league’s
coaches, sports information directors and media.

The Lady Bears will vie for a third-straight regular
season title in 2021-22 after securing their
second consecutive Valley regular season title
and 14th MVC championshipsince 1990 ayear
ago. Missouri State finished the season 16-0
in MVC play for the first time in school history.

Missouri State was ranked 14th in the final USA
Today/WBCA Coaches Poll, marking the pro-
gram'’s highest since finishing fourth in 2001.

Missouri State received 35 of 40 first-place votes
and 362 total points, out-distancing Drake (316, 2
1st place votes) and UNI (298, 3 1st place votes).

Missouri State returns seven
players and four starters from
lastseason’s MVCregular sea-
son championship squad that
reached the Sweet Sixteen of
the NCAA tournament for the second-straight
season. The Lady Bears enter the 2021-22
season on a 19-game win streak in MVC play.
MSU will have the opportunity to break the
currentprogram record of 24 (1/9/99-2/3/00)
consecutive conference wins this season.

Reigning Jackie Stiles MVC Player of the Year
Brice Calip, who led the Lady Bears last season
by averaging 13.3 ppg, will lead the way for
MSU this season. While the Lady Bears will
have six new faces on the roster, it is a roster
that will feature experience, including three
former conference Defensive Players of the
Year in Calip (MVC-2020), Jasmine Franklin
(MVC-2021), and Lady Bear newcomer Mariah

White (Horizon League, 2 times).

MSU has a 73-10 overall record since Dec.
20, 2018, which ranks fourth nationally in
win percentage (.880) since that date, trail-
ing only Baylor, UConn, and FGCU. The Lady
Bearsmadeanappearancein every USAToday
Coaches Poll during the 2020-21 season.
MSU has appeared in the Coaches Poll for
36 consecutive polls, breaking the previous
program record of 19 set by the 2000-01
Final Four team.

Drake returns three starters
from last year's group (18-
12, 13-5 MVC) that finished
second inthe Valley standings.
Allison Pohiman, longtime as-
sociate head coach, was named Head Coach
in April of 2021 after Jennie Baranczyk left for
Oklahoma. Drake returns eight letterwinners,
including the 2021 MVC Newcomer of the Year,
Grace Berg and the 2021 Sixth Player of the
Year, Maggie Bair along with Hannah Fuller and
Maddie (Monahan) Petersen, who each took ad-
vantage of the extra year of eligjbility awarded by
the NCAA due to the global COVID-19 pandemic.
Berg provided an immediate impact in her first
seasonaveraging 15.9 pointsand 5.2 rebounds
per game while leading the Valley in shooting at
52.6 percent. Herscoring total was the third best
in the league. She is just the second Bulldog
ever to be named MVC Newcomer of the Year.

UNIfinished the season 17-13
overalland 11-7 inMVCaction.
The Panthers posted its 13th
consecutive seasonat.500 or
better in Valley play along with

its 12th year in a row with at least 17 victories.

2021-22 MVC PRESEASON ALL-CONFERENCE TEAM

*Preseason Player of the Year

PLAYER, TEAM POS. CL. HT. HOMETOWN (HIGH SCHOOL)
Grace Berg, Drake F R-Jr. 6-0 Indianola, lowa (Indianola)
*Brice Calip, Missouri State G Sr. 5-8 Sapulpa, Okla. (Sapulpa)
Jasmine Franklin, Missouri State F Sr. 6-1 Fayetteville, Ark. (Fayetteville)
Gabi Haack, Bradley G 5th 5-9 Elk River, Minn. (Elk River)
Karli Rucker, UNI G 5th. 5-6 Eldridge, lowa (North Scott)

2021-22 PRESEASON POLL
Rank Team (1st-place votes) Points
1. Missouri State (35) ..eeveereereereereereereereenes 362
2. Drake (2) 316
3. UNI(3) 298
4. lllinois State 268
5, Bradley 209
6. Valparaiso 208
7. Loyola 193
8.  Southern lllinois 161
9. Indiana State 102
10. Evansville 83

UNI won the WNIT’s Rockford Regional cham-
pionship and made it all the way to the WNIT
semifinals for the first time in program history.
UNIreturnsallbuttwo members of lastseason’s
rosteralongwith all but one starter. Highlighted
returners include Karli Rucker who averaged
13.3 pointsand 3.8 assists per game on her way
to First-Team All-MVC honors. Kam Finley (WNIT
All-Tournament Team, Rockford Region MVP),
Emerson Green (MVCAIll-Freshman Team), and
Maya McDermott (MVC All-Freshman Team)
also return to the Panther lineup this season
and will look to make a big impact.

Missouri State senior guard Brice Calip earned the Jackie
Stiles Trophy last season, leading the Lady Bears to a sec-
ond-straight trip to the NCAA Sweet 16. Calip averaged
13.3 points, 4.9 rebounds and 4.1 assists per game.
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Illinois State finished the sea-
son with a 16-9 overall record
anda12-6 markin MVCaction
last season, finishing third in
the league standings. lllinois
State made its first postseason berth in eight
years, earning a spot in WNIT. The Redbirds
also earned their first postseason win since
the 2012-13 season with a 68-62 victory over
Samford to make it to the Memphis Region
Consolation Final. The Redbirds return All-
MVC selections Juliunn Redmond and Mary
Crompton. Redmond, using her extra year of
eligibility, was named First-Team All-MVC after
leading the team in scoring with 13.9 points
per game while also averaging 6.1 rebounds
and 2.8 assists. Crompton was voted as the
MVC Most Improved Player, finishing the sea-
son ranked third in the country in three-point
field goal percentage (46.7%), while averaging

11.1 points per game.
the program’s first ever Valley
tournament title and NCAA
berth. The Braves’ 72 wins overthelastfouryears
equal the most in a four-year stretch in program
history. Averaging 13.8 points per gamethrough
her first four seasons, super senior guard Gabi
Haack already is the second-leading scorer in
Bradley history with 1,640 career points, just
39 behind Karen Anderson’s 1,679 points from
1979-83. Already the school-record holder with
283 careerthree-pointers, Haack alsoissecond
in Bradley history with 347 career free throws
made, just one shy of Raisa Taylor’s record 348
charity makes from 2007-11. Haack ranks sec-
ondonthe Valley career three-pointer list, sitting
11 behind Creighton’s Dayna Finch (2001-04).
Haack will look to lead the way once again forthe
Braves after earning First-Team All-MVC honors
for a third time last season.

Bradley welcomes back two
starters from last season’s 17-
12 (10-8 MVC) team that won

Valpo returns most of its squad

TU050) | from last year's team which
@ posted a 12-13 overall record,
including two non-conference
wins over Big Ten programs and

a 79 mark in Valley play. The Beacons return 93%
of the team’s scoring, 91.6% of the reboundingand
96.4% ofthe assists. Four of the team’sfive starters
from last season return, highlighted by senior point
guard Shay Frederick. AFirst-Team All-MVC honoree
last season, Frederick led The Valley in assists and
finished the season sixth in scoring, She enters the
season less than 100 points shy of becoming the
17th 1,000-point scorer in program history. Carie
Weinman returns as well after earning honorable
mention All-MVC accolades last year. A two-time
member of the MVC All-Defensive Team, Weinman
pacedtheMVCinstealsforasecondstraightseason.

Loyola welcomes back four

starters and 11 letterwinners

from a 2020-21 campaign

(12-15, 8-10 MVC) in which

the Ramblers advanced to
the semifinals of the MVC tournament for
the first time en route to earning a berth in
the WBI, the first postseason appearance in
program history. Allison Day became just the
fifth Rambler in program history to earn First
-Team All-MVC distinction following a terrific
junior year that saw her lead the team in scor-
ing (11.7 ppg) and rebounding (6.9 rpg). The
pairing of Maya Chandler (8.7 ppg) and Sitori
Tanin (5.4 ppg, 4.4 rpg) both landed onthe MVC
All-Freshman Team, with Chandler becoming
the first Rambler to take home Valley Fresh-
man of the Year honors. Bre Hampton-Bey
(7.1 ppg) made an immediate impact during
her first season in Rogers Park, receiving an
MVC All-Newcomer Team nod.

Southern lllinois returns 10
players, including all five start-
ers, from last season’s team

thatwent 9-16, 5-13 MVC. SIU
brings back 89% of its scoring
and 88% of its rebounding from last season
in what will be head coach Cindy Stein’s final
season as SlIU’s head coach. Returning First-
Team All-MVC selection Makenzie Silvey comes
into the 2021-22 season with her sights set
on breaking SIU’s all-time scoring record.
Silvey comes into the season ranked fifth in
school history with 1,522 career points and
she is 258 points shy of breaking Cartaesha
Macklin’sschool record of 1,779 career points.

Indiana State will see four
starters return from last sea-
son’steam (5-15, 2-12 MVC).
Indiana State will have a new
leader at the helm for the
2021-22 seasonin Chad Killinger. Killinger, the
ninth head coach in ISU women’s basketball
history, comes to ISU after a stint as an assis-
tant coach at Nicholls State. The Sycamores’
four returning starters (Sommer Pitzer, Caitlin
Anderson, Marie Hunter, and Adrian Folks)
account for 83.6% of the starting five scoring
output while the nine returners overall make
up 76.4% of the overall scoring output from
theshortened 2020-21 season. Indiana State
added needed depth in the offseason with
three Division | transfers. Anna McKendree
(Nicholls State), Florence Tshimanga (SMU)
and Tonysha Curry (Stetson) will all debut for
the Sycamores this season.

& & Evansville returns four start-
‘ ‘ my | €rs from last season’s squad
g | (6-18, 2-16 MVC). Robyn

[ Scherr-Wells was named the

new head coach at Evansville in April. Scherr-
Wells comes to Evansville after spending the
2020-21 season as assistant coach at Florida
International University. Evansville junior Abby
Feit has her sights set on multiple spots of the
UE record book heading into her third season.
The Normal, Ill. native has already entered the
top 10 in career blocks with 67 and looks poised
to enter the top 10 in rebounds this season,
while also approaching the 1,000-point mark.
Feit averaged 14.9 points (4th in the MVC) and
7.8 rebounds (2nd in the MVC) per game as
a sophomore, earning her honorable mention
All-MVC honors.

Preseason voters have correctly selected the
conference’s regular-season champion 23 times
in 38 seasons, but since the poll was expanded to
include sports information directors and media in
1994-95, pollsters have accurately predicted 18
of the 27 champions. Preseason favorites have
played in 29 postseasons, including 21 NCAA
Tournaments with two Sweet 16 and one Final
Four appearance.

STARTERS RETURNING/LOST
Team Returning Lost
Bradley 2 3
Drake 8 2
Evansville 4 1
Illinois State 8 2
Indiana State 4 1
Loyola 4 1
Missouri State 4 1
UNI 4 1
Southern lllinois 5 0
Valparaiso 4 1
MVC TOTAL 37 13
MVC 2020-21 34 16
MVC 2019-20 30 20

Junior Grace Berg will lead the charge for the Bulldogs in
2021-22. Berg averaged 15.9 ppg and 5.2 rpg a year ago.
Berg has been named the MVC Preseason All-MVC Team.
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PREVIOUS MVC WOMEN’S BASKETBALL PRESEASON POLLS

2013-14 PTS. 2016-17 PTS.
1983-84 PTS. 1993-94 PTS. 2003-04 PTS. 1. Indiana State (26) 378 1. Drake (34) 392
1. Southern lllinois (3) 20 1. Missouri State (6) 78 1. Missouri State (27) 379 2. Wichita State (13) 360 2. UNI(4) 317
2. Drake (4) 22 2. Creighton (3) 75 2. Creighton (12) 365 3. UNI 259 3. Missouri State (2) 313
3. lllinois State (1) 31 3. Drake 58 3. Indiana State (1) 301 4. Drake 221 4. Southern lllinois 306
4. Wichita State (1) 44 4. Southern lliinois 44 4. UNI 217 5. Missouri State 216 5. Wichita State 248
5. Eastern lllinois 48 5. Wichita State 42 5. Wichita State 230 6. Loyola (1) 211 6. Indiana State 199
6. Indiana State 63 6. Bradley 39 6. Drake 212 7. Bradley 194 7. Bradley 141
7. Missouri State (1) 70 7. linois State 35 L Bradley i 8. llinois State 166 8. llinois State 123
8. Northern lowa 82 8. Indiana State 18 g ﬁl\_/an_svgltet %gg 9. Evansville 104 9. Evansville 109
9. Western lllinois 83 9. Northern lowa 16 . lllinois State p o p
10. Bradley 87 10. Southern lllinois 52 10.Southern lllinois 91 10. Loyola 52
199485 o 2004-05 PTS,
1?__84|ﬁi?]0i5 State (9) lggs; % fﬂries'sggﬁﬂns(é?e) 3) gg? 1. Missouri State (34) 379 2014-15 PTS. 2018-19 PTS.
2. Drake 77 3. Drake (5) 288 2. Creighton (3) 324 1. Wichita State (36) 395 1. Drake (35) 363
3. Southern lllinois 73 4. Southern lllinois (3) 285 3. lllinois State 283 2. UNI(2) 348 2. UNI(4) 325
4. Wichita State 67 5. Wichita State 234 4. Drake (2) 275 3. Drake (2) 315 3. Missouri State (1) 287
5. Eastern lllinois 63 6. Bradley 172 5. Indiana State 272 4. Evansville 252 4. Southern lllinois 279
6. Missouri State (1) 59 7. lllinois State 149 6. UNI 182 5. Indiana State 234 5. lliinois State 223
7. Indiana State 38 8. Indiana State 137 7. Bradley 158 6. Missouri State 190 6. Bradley 193
8. Bradley 36 9. Northern lowa 64 8. Wichita State Fro 7. Loyola 166 7. Indiana State 192
9. Western lilinois 25 10. Evansville 60 4o Evansvile i LS 8. lllinois State 125 8. Valparaiso 135
10. Northern lowa 12 . 9. Southern lllinois 116 9. Loyola 127
1995-96 PTS. 2005-06 PTS. 10.Bradley 60 10.Evansville 76
1 ke (7.5) FIs g v gate (20) 34 1. Indiana State (34) 393
. rake (1. . . rake . N N o -
2. Southem llinois (25) 925 3. Southern lllinois (4) 286 S e () 38 A cour state (22) s e e D) 4SS
3. lllinois State 74 4. Creighton 265 4. Drafe 271 2. Drake (15) 347 2. Missouri State (8) 329
4. Missouri State 65 5. Indiana State 199 5. UNI 219 3‘ UNI(1) 320 3' UNI (1) 207
5. Bradley 51 6. Wichita State 195 . ; ) i )
- e 6. Evansville 207 4. Southern lllinois (1) 297 4. Bradley 255
6. Eastern lllinois 50 7. lllinois State 167 7" llinois State 190 5 Wichi Lo
7. Indiana State M 8. Bradle 118 . . lchlta_State(i) 214 5. Sputhem lllinois 235
ety y 8. Bradley 99 6. Evansvill 182 6. lllinois Stat 212
8. Wichita State 38 9. Northern lowa 67 9. Wichita State 9 - tvansviie - linol €
9. Northern lowa 31 10. Evansville 57 10. Southern Illinois 78 7. Indiana State 151 7. Loyola 188
10. Western lllinois 10 . g 'éogglla g% g Yaéparglg(t)at ﬁ?
1996-97 PTS. ¥ . bradley . Indiana €
1986-87 PTS. 1. Missouri State (33) 391 2?_?6&7“5 (28) 5;33 10.lllinois State 48 10.Evansville 88
1. Southern lllinois (10) 100 2. Drake (6) 311 2. Wichita State (10) 345
2. llinois State 89 3. Southern lllinois 301 3. UNI 274 2017-18 PTS. 2020-21 PTS.
3. Bradley 75 4. lllinois State (1) 288 4. Evansville 242 1. Drake (31) 356 1. Missouri State (33) 360
4. Drake 64 5. Creighton 278 5. lllinois State 237 2. Missouri State (7) 323 2. Bradley (7) 328
5. Eastern lllinois 53 6. Bradley 183 6. Indiana State (2) 227 3. UNI(2) 311 3. UNI 288
6. Missouri State 49 7. Northern lowa 150 7. Missouri State 176 4. Southern lllinois 256 4. Drake 282
7. Indiana State 37 8. Wichita State 134 Southern lllinois 176 5. Indiana State 231 5. lllinois State 223
8. Wichita State 35 9. Indiana State 111 9. Creighton 84 6. Bradley 216 6. Southern lllinois 201
9. Northern lowa 34 10. Evansville 53 10. Bradley 66 7. lllinois State 139 7. Valparaiso 176
10. Western lllinois 14 1997.98 prs 2007.08 o1 8. Evansville 132 8. Loyola 133
m | e | e | Sl S| S b
1. Southern lllinois (10) 100 2. Missouri State (11) 363 2. lllinois State (12) 342 . .
2. Eastern lllinois 80 3. lllinois State 316 3. Indiana State 289
3. Drake 75 4. Southern lllinois 236 4. Evansville (1) 288
4. Bradley 71 5. Wichita State 226 5. Southern lllinois (1) 233
5. lllinois State 70 6. Indiana State 215 6. Creighton (1) 223
6. Missouri State 48 7. Bradley 182 7. Missouri State 136
7. Wichita State 33 8. Creighton 123 8. UNI 113
8. Western lllinois 29 9. Northern lowa 101 9. Wichita State 95
9. Indiana State 26 10. Evansville 53 10. Bradley 78
10. Northern lowa 18 199899 prs 2008.09 PS
1988-89 PTS. 1. Missouri State (26) S8 1. llinois State (40) 200 Gateway Coqference poll until ;991 92 & MV_C poll from
1. Eastern lllinois (5) 74 2. Drake (12) 350 % ([J)relkghton Sé? 1992-93 until present. Number in parentheses is first-place
2. lllinois State (3 73 3. Indiana State 284 . Drake - i - i
2 Dinois S (3) 2 3 Croanon 28 1 piate e Se1 votss. Polls_w;arecoqche;_onlypnortolQ%éCl! 9d5. Medlapar;el
4. Southern lllinois 59 5. Northern lowa 199 5. UNI i 245 and sport information directors were added as voters for
5. Indiana State 49 6. lllinois State 198 6. Missouri State 215 the 1994-95 poll.
6. Missouri State 36 7. Wichita State 159 7. Indiana State 166
7. Bradley 34 8. Southern lllinois 143 g- ggi(gLeer linois %gé
8. Western lllinois 24 9. Evansville 79 g
|3 Wiehita State 1 10. Bradiey 65 10. Wichita State a7 PREVIOUS FAVORITES AND CHAMPIONS
. Northern lowa
198990 ors lges-tl’lok ) ;T7$6 2g09b1rgighton 34) 27953 Preseason Favorite Champion
- . . Drake - Lreigl y .
1. Southern lllinois (5) 77 2. Missouri State (14) 269 2. lllinois State (6) 340 ggi gg ﬁl‘.’“theg; '{""0'3 " .%rtal;e
2. lllinois State (4) 74 3. Evansville (2) 243 3. Drake 296 : G inois State
3. Eastern lliinois 58 4. Northern lowa 226 4. UNI 253 1985-86 Drake Southern lllinois
4. Drake 55 5. Creighton 161 (55‘ Eﬂdﬁna State %gg 1986-87 Southern lllinois Southern lllinois
5. Missouri State (1) 49 6. Wichita State 146 S Moo state 188 1987-88 Southern lllinois Eastern lll./Drake
6. Western lllinois 45 7. Indiana State 131 8. Evansville 108 1988-89 Eastern lllinois lllinois State
7. Indiana State 33 8. Southern lllinois 87 9. Wichita Stat o7 1989-90 Southern lllinoi Southern liinois/lllinois S
8. Bradley 32 9. Illlinois State 77 o Sc;fjt;]:rn Iéliligois o - outhern inois outhern |n0|s/_ inois tate
9. Wichita State 16 10. Bradley 34 - 1990-91 Southern lllinois Missouri State
10. Northern lowa 11 2010-11 PTS (1991292 Missouri State Missouri State
2000-01 PTS. 1. Missouri State (27) 385 1992-93 Southern lllinois Missouri State
1990-91 PTS. 1. Missouri State (31) 378 2. UNI(3) 329 1993-94 Missouri State Missouri State
1. Southern lllinois (4) 94 2. Drake (1) 330 . : N X .
. ; ; 3. Creighton (7) 328 1994-95 Creighton Missouri State
2. Missouri State (3) 87 3. Evansville (7) 329 4. lllinois State (2) 258 A . ; !
3. lllinois State (2) 83 4. Northern lowa 243 5. Wichita State 526 1995-96 Missouri State Missouri State
4. Bradley (1) 72 5. Wichita State 224 6‘ Bradley (1) 204 1996-97 Missouri State Drake
5. Eastern lllinois 53 6. Creighton 206 7. Drake 180 1997-98 Drake Drake
6. Western lllinois 45 7. Indiana State 177 8. Indiana State 150 199899 W e St Wicss T Siie
7. Wichita State 38 8. Southern lllinois 102 9. Southern lllinois 83
8. Drake 33 9. lllinois State 101 10. Evansville 57 1999-00 Drake Drake
9. Indiana State 27 10. Bradley 55 . 2000-01 Missouri State Missouri State/Drake
10. Northern lowa 18 2011-12 PTS. 2001-02 Drake Creighton
1991.92 PTS. i"oggie @7 577% % LV\J/I’ilslsczluri State (36) ggg 2002-03 Creighton Creighton/Indiana State
1. Missouri State (8) 98 2. Missouri State 306 3 Wichita State 315 00308 Missouri State Missourl State
2. Southern lllinois (2) 91 3. Northern lowa 283 4. Creighton 246 2004205 MissouriState MissouriState
3. lllinois State 74 4. Evansville 259 5. Indiana State 234 2005-06 Indiana State Indiana State
4. Bradley 58 5. Wichita State 233 6. lllinois State 224 2006-07 Drake Southern lllinois
2. Wichita State 23 6. Creighton 195 7. Drake 168 2007-08 Drake Drake/Evansville/Iliinois State
U 28 7. Indiana State 125 8. Bradiey 162 2008-09 Illinois State Illinois State
8. Western lllinois 29 8. Bradley 123 10. Southern lllinois 65 2009-10 Creighton lllinois State
9. Drake 28 10, tinots State &8 2010-11 Missouri State UNI
10. Northern lowa 16 - Southern [inois 2?_1223 U ?882 2011-12 Missouri State Missouri State
. rel, on i ichi
1992-93 PTS. 2002.03 PTS. 3 Wicf%ita Stote (12) 347 2012-13 Creighton : Wichita State
1. Southern lllinois (6) 77 1. Creighton (31) 390 3. lllinois State (2) 323 2013-14 Infjla_na State Indiana State/W!ch!ta State
2. Missouri State (3) 72 2. Drake (9) 361 4. UNI 272 2014-15 Wichita State Wichita State
3. lllinois State (1) 63 3. Missouri State 271 5. Missouri State 265 2015-16 Missouri State UNI
4. Creighton 57 4. Wichita State 256 6. Bradley 144 201617 Drake Drake
5. Drake 38 5. 244 7. Indiana State 135 201718 Drak Drak
Wichita State 38 6. Bradley 216 8. Southern lllinois 123 \ [l [ELS
7. Indiana State 30 7. Indiana State 170 9. Drake 121 2018-19 Drake Drake
8. Bradley 17 g- ﬁl\{gggg‘&e 19385 10. Evansville 119 2019-20 Drake Missouri State
Northern lowa 17 10. Southern lliinois 29 2020-21 Missouri State Missouri State
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