
2017 MVC Men’s Soccer All-Conference Teams Announced

ST. LOUIS – Missouri State, Central Arkansas and Bradley each had a player earn a top individual honor. Central Ar-
kansas sophomore forward Niklas Brodacki claimed the league’s Player of the Year and Offensive Player of the Year 
honors, while Missouri State senior defender Nick Burtenshaw earned the Valley’s Defensive Player of the Year award. 
Missouri State net minder Liam Priestley claimed the Goalkeeper of the Year award, while Bradley’s Younes Dayekh 
earned Freshman of the Year accolades. Brodacki, Burtenshaw, Priestley and Dayekh headline a list of 37 student-
athletes named to the 2017 MVC All-Conference teams, selected by the coaches, and announced by the league offi ce 
Thursday. The all-conference teams were recognized at an awards reception tonight in Peoria, Illinois.

Missouri State, along with Central Arkansas and Bradley, the league’s top three fi nishers, combined to place 20 ath-
letes on the all-conference squads. Missouri State placed eight players on the all-conference teams, the most in the 
league, while Central Arkansas and Bradley each added six. Loyola and Evansville had fi ve players on the all-confer-
ence teams, while Valparaiso added four and Drake had three honorees.

Brodacki, a two-time fi rst-team all-MVC honoree leads the league in goals (15) and points (35) and ranks third in the 
conference in shots (56), while also tallying fi ve assists. Brodacki’s total of 15 goals scored is the highest in The Valley 
since Creighton’s Ethan Finlay netted 15 goals during the 2010 season and his 35 points are the most in the league 
since Tulsa’s Ryan Pore racked up 55 points in 2004. The freshman currently ranks second nationally in goals scored 
and third nationally in points scored. The sophomore is UCA’s fi rst MVC Player of the Year award winner, while claiming 
his second-straight MVC Offensive Player of the Year award. 

Burtenshaw, a senior standout for Missouri State, has been a mainstay in the Bears lineup, starting all but one match 
this season. Earlier this season the defender saw a six-game shutout streak and has led the defense to one of its 
strongest seasons in history. The Missouri State defense has held opponents to .530 goals per game and a .416 shot 
on goal percentage.  MSU’s defense, led by Burtenshaw, has allowed 154 shots this season, but only given up eight 
goals. The squad paces the conference and is fi fth in the nation in goals against average this season (.51).   The senior 
is Missouri State’s fourth MVC Defensive Player of the Year award winner and fi rst since James Fawke won the award 
in 2013.

Priestley, a senior goalkeeper for Missouri State, currently has a .871 save percentage and totaled 54 saves for the 
Bears entering MVC tourney action. The senior keeper ranks as one of the top goalies in the nation this season, siting 
in third in shutouts (10), second in save percentage (0.871) and sixth in goals against average (0.51). Priestley holds 
the second lowest career goals against average in Missouri State history (.850) and has 24 career shutouts which 
also ranks second in school history. Earlier this season Priestley posted a six-match shutout streak and has led the 
defense to one of its strongest seasons in history. Priestley joins MVC Goalkeeper of the Year Alex Riggs (2010) as the 
only Bear to claim the honor. 

Dayekh, a freshman midfi elder for the Braves, is Bradley’s second leading scorer with fi ve goals and 12 points this 
season. All fi ve of his goals have given the Braves the lead and four have stood as game-winning goals this season. 
His four game-winners are tied for second in the MVC this season.  Dayekh is the sixth player in program history to be 
named MVC Freshman or Newcomer of the Year. The award was a Newcomer of the Year award from 1991-95 and 
Freshman of the Year from 1996-present.

Central Arkansas’ coaching staff has earned the MVC’s Coaching Staff of the Year honor, the fi rst coaching honor for 
the Bears as a member of the Valley. Head coach Ross Duncan is in his fourth season at the helm, leading the Bears 
to an 8-10 mark this season, including a 5-3 league record which earned a second-place fi nish in the MVC standings.  
Ross Duncan is assisted by Mitch McKay, Jordan Bates and Nick Doyle.

Missouri State was tabbed the honor of the Valley’s Fair Play Award, which is structured after the FIFA Fair Play honor. 
It is awarded to the Valley squad that has the fewest penalty cards during all MVC matches, as the Bears tallied just 
fi ve penalty cards in regular-season league action.
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FIRST TEAM
Name School Pos. Yr. Hometown (Previous School)
Liam Priestley Missouri State GK Sr. Essex, England (St. Thomas More)
Simon Waever# Evansville D So. Holte, Denmark (Skovlyskolen)
Grant Stoneman% Loyola D Jr. St. Charles, Ill. (Wisconsin)
Nick Burtenshaw Missouri State D Sr. Hatfi eld Hertfordshire, England (The Harefi eld Academy)
Niklas Brodacki% Central Arkansas F So. Norrkoping, Sweden (IFK Norrkoping)
Conor Ingram Missouri State F Jr. Oxford, England (Fitzharrys School)
Pepe San Roman Central Arkansas M Sr. Madrid, Spain (I.E.S. Margarita Salas)
Ian McGrath+% Evansville M Sr. New Lenox, Ill. (Lincoln-Way West)
Elliot Collier%!* Loyola M Sr. Hamilton, New Zealand (St. Paul’s Collegiate)
Kyle Thomson$* Loyola M Sr. Park Ridge, Ill. (Maine South)
Rafael Mentzingen Valparaiso M Jr. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (Bryan)
%First-team selection in 2016; $Second-team selection in 2016; #HM selection in 2016; *Second-team selection in 2015; +HM selection in 2015; ! Second-team selection in 2014

SECOND TEAM
Name School Pos. Yr. Hometown (Previous School)
Brandon Barnes Bradley GK Gr. Cary, Ill. (Seton Hall)
Jacob Taylor+ Bradley D Sr. Dunlap, Ill. (Dunlap)
Mason Leonard Drake D Sr. Overland Park, Kan. (Blue Valley Northwest)
Ben Stroud Missouri State D So. Christchurch, New Zealand (Scots College)
Adan Garcia Valparaiso F So. Dallas, Texas (Episcopal School of Dallas)
Donald Benamna Central Arkansas F Jr. Silver Springs, Md. (San Jacinto JC)
Fabian Lifka*# Loyola M Jr. Kelkhelm, Germany (Taunusgymnasium Koenigstein)
Ramone Howell Valparaiso M Sr. Portmore, Jamaica (Jamaica College)
Frank Bak+ Bradley M Jr. Glenview, Ill. (Glenbrook South)
Younes Dayekh Bradley M Fr. Brentwood, Calif. (Heritage)
Chris Holmes Central Arkansas M Jr. Conway, Ark. (Little Rock Catholic)
#HM selection in 2016; *Second-team selection in 2015; +HM selection in 2015

HONORABLE MENTION: Gerit Wintermeyer, BRAD (F); Roman Schindler, BRAD (F); Daltyn Knutson, UCA (MF); Marc Olsen, UCA (GK); 
Leroy Ensuguzi, DU (F); Jake Taylor, DU (D); Zac Blaydes, UE (MF); Jesse Stafford Lacey, UE (MF); Chris Shuck, UE (D); Aidan Megally, LUC 
(MF); Jake Laird, MSU (MF); Jordy Robins, MSU (MF); Josh Dolling, MSU (F); Stuart Wilkin, MSU (MF); Jonas Engler, VALPO (D)

PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Niklas Brodacki, Central Arkansas
OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Niklas Brodacki, Central Arkansas
DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Nick Burtenshaw, Missouri State
GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR: Liam Priestley, Missouri State
FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR: Younes Dayekh, Bradley
COACHING STAFF OF THE YEAR: Central Arkansas (Ross Duncan, Mitch McKay, Jordan Bates, Nick Doyle) 
MVC FAIR PLAY AWARD: Missouri State
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