
2017 MVC Volleyball All-Conference Teams Announced
ST. LOUIS – Missouri Valley Conference regular season champion Missouri State has claimed two of the league’s 
top individual honors, as senior outside hitter Lily Johnson earned the league’s Player of the Year honor for the third-
straight season, while her Bear teammate, junior Emily Butters has been named the Libero of the Year. Illinois State 
freshman setter Stef Jankiewicz took home the league’s Freshman of the Year honors, while UNI’s Heather Hook 
earned the conference’s Setter of the Year award. Johnson, Butters, Jankiewicz and Hook headline a list of 20 student-
athletes named to the 2017 MVC All-Conference teams, selected by the coaches, and announced by the league offi ce 
Thursday. The all-conference teams were recognized at an awards reception today in Normal, Illinois.

Valley regular-season champion Missouri State, along with UNI, Illinois State, Drake, Indiana State and Valparaiso, 
the league’s top six fi nishers, combined to place 16 athletes on the fi rst and second team all-conference squads. The 
Bears placed fi ve players on the fi rst and second teams, UNI earned four fi rst-team honors, Illinois State placed three 
players on the list, Drake and Southern Illinois added a pair of honorees, while Indiana State, Valparaiso, Bradley and 
Evansville each had one selection.  

Johnson is the third player in MVC history to win three conference Player of the Year honors and is a four-time All-MVC 
fi rst-team selection. The senior outside hitter from Wildwood, Mo., is the fi rst player in league history to lead the con-
ference in kills four times, and averages 4.55 kills, 5.14 points, 3.93 digs, 0.32 aces and 0.42 blocks per set with a 
.255 hitting percentage. A six-time MVC Player of the Week in 2017, Johnson is one of 10 players in NCAA history with 
at least 2,200 kills and 1,500 digs in a career, and ranks eighth in NCAA history with 510 consecutive sets played.
The senior standout owns MVC records with 2,256 career kills and 6,489 attacks.  She also tallied 26 matches with 
at least 10 kills and 22 double-doubles this year, with four matches of at least 20 kills and 20 digs, an MSU single-
season record. 

Hook leads the league with 11.68 assists per set, dishing out 1,366 total assists this season, which currently ranks 
ninth in the nation in assists per set and fourth in total assists.  She has three of the top four assist totals in The Valley 
this season, topping 60 assists three times (at Missouri, vs. Valpo and vs. Kentucky). Hook is the fi rst Panther to win 
the league’s Setter of the Year award. 

Butters is one of the league’s most reliable back row players, tallying double-digit digs in all but one match this season, 
and topping the 20-dig mark 22 times. Butters had 44 digs on Oct. 13 at Drake, the second-highest total in Missouri 
State and fi fth-best in Valley history. She ranks fourth nationally with 690 total digs and ninth at 5.85 digs per set, 
both Missouri State single season records.  A four-time MVC Defensive Player of the Week in 2017, Butters averaged 
6.25 digs per set with a .980 service reception percentage in MVC matches.  Butters is the fi rst MSU player to win the 
league’s Libero of the Year honor. 

Jankiewicz ranks second in the MVC in assists and assists per set this season. The freshman also ranks 13th nation-
ally in total assists and sits third among freshman setters. She posted 16 double-doubles and topped 50 assists on 
nine occasions. She is Illinois State’s seventh MVC Freshman of the Year.

Missouri State’s Melissa Stokes picks up her third MVC Coach of the Year honor after guiding the Bears to their fi fth 
regular season MVC title.  The Bears posted a perfect 18-0 league record, becoming the 11th team in league history 
to accomplish a perfect conference schedule, and sit No. 25 nationally. MSU’s 26 wins so far in 2017 equal the 2016 
club for the program’s highest total since 2007.
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FIRST TEAM
Name School Pos. Yr. Hometown (Previous School)

Emily Butters Missouri State L Jr. Richmond, Texas (Travis)
Cathryn Cheek Drake OH Jr. Coppell, Texas (Oklahoma)
Aubrey Cheffey Missouri State RS So. Nixa, Mo. (Nixa)
Taylor Graboski Valparaiso MH Sr. Upper Sandusky, Ohio (Upper Sandusky)
Erica Haslag Bradley OH Jr. Jefferson City, Mo. (Helias Catholic)
Heather Hook# UNI S Sr. Grundy Center, Iowa (Grundy Center)
Kyla Inderski Drake OH Sr. Urbandale, Iowa (Urbandale)
Lily Johnson&^% Missouri State OH Sr. Wildwood, Mo. (Lafayette)
Jaelyn Keene&^% Illinois State MB Sr. Jacksonville, Ill. (Jacksonville)
Courtney Pence&* Illinois State L Jr. Springfi eld, Ill. (Springfi eld)
Karlie Taylor UNI OH So. Eddyville, Iowa (Eddyville-Blakesburg-Fremont)
Piper Thomas UNI MH Jr. Jesup, Iowa (Jesup)
Bri Weber& UNI OH Jr. Dike, Iowa (Dike-New Hartford)
Lynsey Wright# Missouri State MB Sr. Glen Carbon, Ill. (Edwardsville)
&2016 First Team; # 2016 Second Team; ^2015 First Team; *2015 Second Team; %2014 First Team

SECOND TEAM
Name School Pos. Yr. Hometown (Previous School)

Patience Brown Southern Illinois MB Jr. Bloomington, Ill. (Akron)
Andrea Estrada^# Southern Illinois OH Sr. Bogota, Columbia (Colegio Santa Maria)
Laura Gross Indiana State OH Jr. Potomac, Ill. (Parkland College)
Stef Jankiewicz Illinois State S Fr. Farmington Hills, Mich. (Harrison)
Daniele Messa& Missouri State S So. Bartlett, Ill. (St. Francis)
Cathy Schreiber Evansville MB Sr. Collinsville, Ill. (Collinsville)
&2016 First Team; #2016 Second Team; ^2015 First Team

ALL-FRESHMAN TEAM
Name School Pos. Hometown (Previous School)

Brittany Anderson Valparaiso S East Chicago, Ind. (Bishop Noll)
Rylee Cookerly Valparaiso L Brownsburg, Ind. (Brownsburg)
Stef Jankiewicz Illinois State S Farmington Hills, Mich. (Harrison)
Emily Plock Drake RS Altoona, Iowa (Southeast Polk)
Jaydlin Seehase UNI OH Sumner, Iowa (Sumner-Fredricksburg)
Elle Van Grinsven Loyola MB Franklin, Wis. (Wisconsin Lutheran)
  
PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Lily Johnson, Missouri State
LIBERO OF THE YEAR: Emily Butters, Missouri State
SETTER OF THE YEAR: Heather Hook, UNI
FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR: Stef Jankiewicz, Illinois State
COACH OF THE YEAR: Melissa Stokes, Missouri State
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