
2017 MVC Women’s Soccer All-Conference Teams Announced
SPRINGFIELD – Regular-season champ Drake has claimed of the league’s top individual honors, with Bulldog senior 
forward Rebecca Rodgers taking the league’s Player of the Year honors, while her senior teammates Ali Smith and 
Haley Morris have been tabbed the Valley’s Defensive Player of the Year and Goalkeeper of the Year, respectively. Join-
ing the rest of her teammates is freshman forward, Hannah Bormann who was named Freshman of the Year.  The four 
headline a list of 32 student-athletes named to the 2017 MVC All-Conference teams, selected by the coaches, and 
announced by the league office Thursday.

Drake’s senior forward, Rebecca Rodgers, leads the Bulldogs with 12 goals and 2 assists. Rodgers scored the game-
winning goal in five consecutive games, three of which were conference matches. Rebecca is Drake’s all-time goals 
scorer and ranks fifth all-time in MVC history, with 39 goals. Rodgers, with 92 points, needs one more point to be-
come Drake’s all-time leader. She is a four-time All-MVC selection, who was second team as a freshman and first team 
in 2014, 2015. It marks the second time Rebecca has won the league’s Offensive Player of the Year award.

Ali Smith has been a mainstay in the Drake lineup and plays the lead role in the Bulldogs defense, starting all 18 
games this year. Smith and the Bulldog defense allowed just six goals in MVC play, while posting three shutouts.  
Ali has tallied two goals and four assists from the backline in her senior campaign. Smith netted the game-winner 
against Illinois State to clinch the regular-season title.

The MVC Goalkeeper of the year is Drake’s Haley Morris.  The senior started 17 of 18 games has 89 saves in those 
17 matches this season. Morris recorded a 0.80 goals against average in league matches, with three shutouts. Mor-
ris’ 12 wins this season is tied for the single-season program record. She is the second Drake goalkeeper to win the 
league’s top honor in program history. 

The 2017 Freshman of the Year -- Hannah Bormann of Drake --  plated in 18 matches in her first season. Hannah had 
10 points, scoring three times while adding four assists.  Bormann is the first Bulldog player to earn Freshman of the 
Year honors since 2002. 

Drake’s coaching staff has earned the MVC’s Coaching Staff of the Year honor. Drake won the league with a near-per-
fect 6-0-1 slate, six points ahead of second-place Missouri State.  The Bulldogs have 13 wins this season, tying their 
program record. Additionally, the Bulldogs tallied eight shutouts this season. Drake head coach Lindsey Horner is in 
her 10th season at Drake. She’s assisted by Kevin Brennan, Hugo Macedo and Niki Zelenovich.

Three teams earned the Valley’s Fair Play Award, which is structured after the FIFA Fair Play honor. It is awarded to 
the Valley squad(s) that have the fewest penalty cards during all MVC matches. Evansville, Loyola, and Northern Iowa 
each received only one yellow card during league play.  The award winners were recognized this evening at an awards 
reception in Springfield, Mo., prior to the semifinal games on Friday.
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FIRST TEAM
Name	 School	 Pos.	 Yr.	 Hometown (Previous School)

Rebecca Rodgers	 Drake	 F	 Sr.	 Peotone, Ill. (Peotone)
Jenna Szczesny	 Loyola	 F	 Jr.	 Hoffman Estates, Ill. (Barrington)
Brynell Yount	 Northern Iowa	 F	 Jr.	 Aurora, Colo. (Smoky Hill)
Cory Griffith	 Valparaiso	 F	 Jr.	 Lemont, Ill. (Providence Catholic)
Kelli Zickert	 Illinois State	 MF	 Sr.	 Arlington Heights, Ill. (Buffalo Grove HS)
Sienna Cruz	 Loyola	 MF	 So.	 Cottage Grove, Wis. (Monona Grove)
Mary Disidore	 Missouri State	 MF	 Sr.	 Lenexa, Kan. (St. Thomas Aquinas)
Ali Smith	 Drake	 D	 Sr.	 Lenexa, Kan. (Shawnee Mission West)
Kate Del Fava	 Illinois State	 D	 So.	 Kenosha, Wis. (St. Joseph Catholic Academy)
Brooke Zimmerman	 Missouri State	 D	 Sr.	 Stilwell, Kan. (Blue Valley High)
Haley Morris	 Drake	 GK	 Sr.	 Clive, Iowa (Valley)

SECOND TEAM
Name	 School	 Pos.	 Yr.	 Hometown (Previous School)

Montana Portenier	 Evansville	 F	 Sr.	 London, Ontario (St. Thomas Aquinas HS)
Katie Wells	 Indiana State	 F	 Jr.	 Indianapolis, Ind. (Warren Central HS)
Katie Grall	 Loyola	 F	 Sr.	 Waukesha, Wis. (Waukesha West)
Alyssa Brand	 Drake	 MF	 Jr.	 Skokie, Ill. (Niles North)
Brooke Salisbury	 Drake	 MF	 Sr.	 Kearney, Mo. (Kearney)
Emily Dickman	 Illinois State	 MF	 Sr.	 Marion, Ill. (Marion HS)
Hannah McDevitt	 Northern Iowa	 MF	 Jr.	 Urbandale, Iowa (Waukee)
Kasey Hurt	 Drake	 D	 Sr.	 Ankeny, Iowa (Ankeny)	
Brittney Robinson	 Missouri State	 D	 So.	 Ballwin, Mo. (Eureka High)
Marianne Gagne	 Northern Iowa	 D	 Sr.	 Saint-Jeanr-Sur-Richelieu, QC (Polyvalente Chanoine-Armand-Racicot)
Jami Reichenberger	 Northern Iowa	 GK	 Jr.	 Wichita, Kan. (Butler CC)

HONORABLE MENTION:  Mikayla Unger, F	 (Illinois State); Brooke Prondzinski, F (Missouri State); Sarah Brandt, 
F (Northern Iowa); Sydney Griffin, F (Valparaiso); Rachel Wanninger, MF (Drake); Ashley Coonfield, MF (Missouri State); 
Kelsey Jahn, MF (Valparaiso); Kasey Wallace, D (Indiana State); Grace Rogers, D (Valparaiso); Lexi Palacio, GK (Missouri 
State)

ALL-FRESHMAN TEAM
Name	 School	 Pos.	 Hometown (Previous School) 
Hannah Bormann	 Drake	 F	 Amana, Iowa (Clear Creek Amana)
Olivia Bruce	 Drake	 F	 Lakeville, Minn. (Lakeville North)
Sarah Lafayette	 Illinois State	 F	 Normal, Ill. (University High)
Alina Steffen	 Indiana State	 F	 Bettendorf, Iowa (Bettendorf HS)
Jayme-Lee Hunter	 Evansville	 MF	 Wellington, New Zealand (Chilton Saint James School)	
Ashley Santos	 Illinois State	 MF	 Naperville, Ill. (Naperville North)
Lindsey Hardiman	 Loyola	 MF	 Gurnee, Ill. (Warren Township)
Jenna Ross	 Loyola	 MF	 Crystal Lake, Ill. (Crystal Lake South)
Keegan Maris	 Valparaiso	 MF	 Batavia, Ill. (Batavia)
Taran McMillan	 Evansville	 D	 Centerville, Ohio (Centerville HS)
Jacqueline Baetz	 Missouri State	 D	 St. Louis, Mo. (Webster Grove High)
Lexi Palacio	 Missouri State	 GK	 Leawood, Kan. (Blue Valley High)
 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR:  Rebecca Rodgers, Drake 
DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR:  Ali Smith, Drake
GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR:  Haley Morris, Drake 
FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR: Hannah Bormann, Drake 
COACHING STAFF OF THE YEAR:  Drake (Lindsey Horner, Kevin Brennan, Hugo Macedo)
MVC FAIR PLAY AWARD (fewest penalty cards in league games): Evansville, Loyola, and Northern Iowa
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