
Mountain West Football Divisional Champions Tiebreaker 
 

Divisional Champions. A divisional champion shall be the team with the highest winning percentage in all 
Conference games, both inter‐divisional and intra‐divisional, in the division.  The divisional champions will be 
determined no later than the Sunday following the conclusion of the regular season.   
 

a) Tie Games. A tie football game shall count as half‐a‐game won and half‐a‐game lost in the standings 
 
[Note: A team ineligible under NCAA or Mountain West rules for post‐season (bowl) competition shall not compete 
in the Championship Game.] 
 
Divisional Tiebreakers.   
 
Tie Between Two Teams: 
 
In the event of a percentage tie for a divisional championship between two teams, if one team was the winner of 
the Conference game between the two teams, it shall be the divisional champion. 
 
If no game was played between the two tied teams, or that game ended in a tie, the following comparison procedure 
shall be used to break the tie: 
 

1. Winning percentage in games played within the division. 
2. Winning percentage against the next highest‐placed team in the division (based upon the team’s record 

in all games played in the Conference), proceeding through the division. 
3. Winning percentage against common Conference opponents. 
4. If still tied: 

 
a. If one team was ranked in the latest available CFP Selection Committee Ranking and wins in the 

final weekend of the regular season, they will be declared the divisional champion.  If in that same 
scenario, the team that was the highest-ranked team in the latest available CFP Selection 
Committee Ranking loses in the final weekend of the regular season, a composite average of 
selected computer rankings after all games conclude the final weekend of the regular season will 
be used; 

 
OR 

 
b. If both teams are ranked in the latest available CFP Selection Committee Ranking, the highest-

ranked team that wins in the final weekend of the regular season; 
 

OR 
 

c. If neither of the ranked teams win in the final weekend of the regular season, a composite average 
of selected computer rankings after all games conclude the final weekend of the regular season 
will be used; 

 
OR 

 
d. If neither team is ranked in the latest available CFP Selection Committee Ranking going into the 

final weekend of the regular season, a composite average of selected computer rankings after all 
games conclude the final weekend of the regular season will be used. 
 

5. Overall winning percentage against FBS opponents. 
6. Coin toss. 

 



Tie Between Three or More Teams: 
 
In the event of a percentage tie for a divisional championship between three or more teams, the following 
comparison procedure shall be used until one or more teams gain an advantage: 
 

1. Winning percentage in games played among the tied teams. 
2. Winning percentage in games played against division opponents. 
3. Winning percentage against the next highest‐placed team in the division (based upon the team’s record 

in all games played in the Conference), proceeding through the division. (When comparing tied teams 
against positions lower in the standings that are also tied, those lower-tied positions shall be considered 
a single position for the purposes of comparison.) 

4. Winning percentage against common Conference opponents. 
5. The two highest-ranked tied teams will be identified and will revert to the two-team tiebreaker using the 

following criteria: 
 

a. Using the latest available CFP Selection Committee Ranking, the tied team(s) who are ranked and 
win(s) in the final weekend.      

b. A composite of selected computer rankings will be used for the tied team(s) that lose OR were not 
ranked in the latest available CFP Selection Computer Ranking. 

 
Note:  CFP Selection Committee Ranking is superior to composite of selected computer rankings in a. and 
b. above.  If Team A is the only ranked team at 21 and wins in the final weekend of regular season play, 
it will advance to the two-team tiebreaker.  The second team to advance to the two-team tiebreaker will 
be identified using the composite of selected computer rankings to determine the highest-ranked team. 
 

6. Overall winning percentage against FBS opponents.  
7. Drawing to be conducted by the Commissioner to determine the two teams. 

 
If at any time during this analysis, any team(s) should gain an advantage over the other team(s) tied at that 
position, the team(s) holding the advantage shall move forward in the tiebreaking process while the other team(s) 
are eliminated. If it is reduced to a two-team tie at any point, the process shall then revert to the beginning of the 
tie-breaking procedures (tie between two teams) and shall be applied (in order) until the two-team tie is broken. 
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