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MEAC ANNOUNCES 2011 VOLLEYBALL PRESEASON HONORS
Florida A&M and Maryland Eastern Shore Picked to Win Divisions for Second Consecutive Year

Norfolk, VA., August 1, 2011- Maryland Eastern Shore outside hitter Maline Vaitai was named the
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference (MEAC) Volleyball Preseason Player of the Year the conference
announced today. Preseason honors were voted on by the conference’s head volleyball coaches and
sports information directors.

The Florida A&M Lady Rattlers and Maryland Eastern Shore (UMES) Lady Hawks were picked as the
preseason favorites in the northern and southern divisions for the second consecutive year.

Vaitai averaged 3.54 kills per set and totaled 42 blocks last season. The 2010 MEAC Rookie of the
Year led the Lady Hawks in points per set with 4.04. She earned MEAC Rookie of the Week accolades
four times and was named to several All-Tournament teams during non-conference play last season.

Florida A&M posted a 7-1 conference mark and 12-15 overall record in 2010. The Lady Rattlers
welcome back two key returnees in junior outside hitter Pamela Barrera and sophomore outside hitter
Katherine Huanec. Barrera led her team with a .253 hitting percentage while averaging 2.20 kills per
set. Huanec, a member of the 2010 MEAC All-Tournament team, ranked third in the MEAC in points
per game (3.22) and averaged 3.07 Kills per set.

The Lady Hawks finished with an 8-2 MEAC mark and 20-12 overall record a year ago. Along with
Vaitai, UMES returns senior outside hitter and member of the 2011 MEAC preseason team Zoe
Bowens. Bowens led the nation last year with .67 aces per set (79 total). Named MEAC Player of the
Week twice last season, Bowens averaged 2.97 Kills per set.

The defending MEAC champion South Carolina State Lady Bulldogs placed three on the 2011
preseason team with Bria Brimmer, Desire Waller and Shabree Roberson earning honors. Sonja
Banicevic of Delaware State rounds out the list of preseason honorees.

Delaware State received a total of 236 points and four first-place points for a second place predicted
finish in the northern division followed by Howard (178), Norfolk State (168), Morgan State (164),
Hampton (140) and Coppin State (109).

The Lady Bulldogs were predicted to finish second in the southern division with 242 points, followed by
North Carolina Central (202), Bethune-Cookman (185), North Carolina A&T (153) and Savannah State
(137).

Conference play begins on October 2 in Savannah, Georgia as the Lady Tigers of Savannah State take
on the Lady Wildcats of Bethune-Cookman.

The 2011 MEAC Volleyball Championship will be held November 18-20 in Baltimore, Md.

For more information on MEAC Volleyball and other sponsored sports, log on to www.MEACsports.com
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2011 MEAC Volleyball Preseason Predicted Order of Finish
(First Place Votes In Parenthesis)

Northern Division Pts.

1. Maryland Eastern Shore (21) 309 pts. Southern Division Pts.

2. Delaware State (4) 236 pts. 1. Florida A&M (17) 285 pts.
3. Howard (1) 178 pts. 2. South Carolina State (8) 242 pts.
4. Norfolk State 168 pts. 3. North Carolina Central (1) 202 pts.
5. Morgan State 164 pts. 4. Bethune-Cookman 185 pts.
6. Hampton 140 pts. 5. North Carolina A&T State 153 pts
7. Coppin State 109 pts 6. Savannah State 137 pts.

2011 MEAC Volleyball Preseason Team

Preseason Player of the Year: Maline Vaitai, Maryland Eastern Shore

Name Pos. CI. School Hometown

Maline Vaitai OH So. UMES Salt Lake City, Utah
Zoe Bowens OH Sr. UMES Long Beach, California
Desire Waller MH So. SCSU Houston, Texas
Shabree Roberson MB Jr. SCSU Pflugerville, Texas
Bria Brimmer S Sr. SCSU Austin, Texas

Sonja Banicevic L Sr. DSU Zagrab, Crotia
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