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TERMS & CONDITIONS 
Disclaimer 
While each institution will be required to uphold the standards presented herein, no policy or requirement shall supersede the 
requirements that are established by local, state, and federal health agencies. 
 
Institutional and League Requirements 
With active season participation, each institution agrees to fully comply with all league protocols included in this document, as 
well as any individual protocols required at the institutional level at home and on the road. 
 
Any institutional requirements that are considered stricter than those detailed in this document must be made known to all 
members and the Conference Office prior to the execution of these policies. 
 
Transparency and League Notification 
Each institution will be required to submit weekly updates regarding testing to the Conference Office. An official form will be 
created for submission electronically. 
 
Each institution should expect to report the number of positive COVID-19 cases, the number of tests administered, and the type of 
test utilized. Further, institutions should retain a current list of individuals in quarantine periods and individuals who have 
previously tested positive and are eligible for relief from testing and quarantine in specific situations.  
 
Upon discovery of positive tests within Tier 1 and/or other situations that may lead to postponement or cancellation of contests 
should be shared immediately with the Conference Office followed by notification to the team’s upcoming opponent. 
 
Communication Guide 
Institutions shall provide a pre-game communication guide that includes items related to facility layout, mitigation efforts, 
athletic training access, primary contacts, etc. These guides shall be housed on the GSC website at www.GSCSports.org/COVID19.  
 
Non-Conference Games 
Non-conference games may be played by GSC members. If a GSC institution is hosting a non-conference opponent at their home 
facility, the protocols outlined in this document for both the home and visiting teams must be upheld as if it were a conference 
contest. If a GSC institution is traveling to a non-conference opponent, any contradictions in protocols that are less restrictive than 
outlined in this document must be reported to the Conference Office. 
 
Cessation of Season 
The GSC, in conjunction with its member institutions and the NCAA, will continue to monitor the feasibility of hosting athletic 
competition and will make adjustments as necessary.  
 
Should the nature of the pandemic dictate or the conditions established become unsuccessful in maintaining the health and 
safety of the student-athletes, staff, and public, the GSC Board of Directors may elect to shorten or cancel its playing season, 
including the regular season and/or postseason. 
 
HEALTH & SAFETY 
Athletic Training Facilities 
Host institutions shall provide a satellite athletic training area for visiting teams that includes at least a treatment table and 
treatment ice/supplies in a previously designated area. If available, a Hydroculator should be made available as well. The satellite 
athletic training area should be located in a convenient, secure, and private area. No visiting team student-athletes shall be 
allowed in the home athletic training facility unless medically necessary. Visiting teams shall communicate with the host 
institution athletic trainer regarding specific team needs at least 48 hours in advance of the first game of each series. 
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Game-Day Screenings 
All Tier 1, 2, & 3 individuals shall pass a standard screening process prior to entering the competition venue. Visiting teams shall 
conduct screenings prior to leaving the hotel if used on game day or as they are boarding the bus if traveling to the site on game 
day. Host institution shall manage home team personnel and officials in Tier 1and all Tier 2 & 3 screenings at their discretion, but 
the screenings must be conducted and documented. Standard screening document can be found at 
www.GSCSports.org/COVID19.  
 
Hand Sanitization Units 
Hand sanitization units and supplies shall be conveniently located for use by both teams, game officials and any support staff 
necessary for conducting a contest. Each team bench shall have a dedicated hand sanitization unit. 
 
Hydration/Towels 
Visiting teams shall bring their own refillable water bottles and towels for use in the dugouts and in locker rooms. The host 
institution shall provide single use water bottles for game umpires and single use cups for water in the visiting team bench area. 
 
Masking/Face Coverings 
Masks or face coverings shall be required for Tier 1, 2, & 3 individuals when inside the competition facility. Student-athletes shall 
be exempt ONLY while participating in warm-ups and actual game competition. Officials shall be exempt ONLY during the actual 
game competition. Masks shall be on their person and utilized during pre-game, period breaks, and post-game.  
 
Administrators should reinforce masking expectations for all Tier 1, 2, & 3 individuals representing their institutions. During a 
contest, the home team administration should monitor and remind their Tier 1, 2, & 3 individuals of the expectations as necessary. 
For the visiting team, as necessary, home team administration should work with athletic trainers, administrators or assistant 
coaches in instances where masking expectations are not being met.  
 
Public Address Announcers and Broadcasters will be considered Tier 1 or Tier 2 depending on their travel status with the teams. 
As such, they are subject to required masking. Institutions may propose alternative seating and configurations for these 
individuals that provide non-masked opportunities to perform their game functions. Alternatives must include minimum social 
distancing (12-feet from field and 6-feet from any other individuals) and be submitted to the conference for approval. 
 
Persistent disregard of masking policy should be reported to the Conference Office. 
 
Physical Interactions 
There shall be no physical interactions between opposing teams and umpires outside of what might occur during regular course 
of competition including pre-game and/or post-game greetings, handshakes, fist bumps, etc. 
 
Testing 
Surveillance PCR or antigen testing, for example, 25%- 50% of athletes and Tier 1 nonathlete personnel every one to two weeks if 
physical distancing, masking and other protective features are not maintained, plus additional testing for symptomatic and high 
infection risk individuals as warranted. If travel cannot take place with physical distancing and masking, then PCR testing within 
three days before travel departure, or antigen/rapid PCR testing within one day before travel for away competitions should be 
considered. 
 
COMPETITION POLICIES | REGULAR SEASON 
General Policy Statement 
NCAA Rules apply to all GSC Soccer games unless otherwise specified herein. 
 
Awards 
The following awards are provided for Soccer during the 2021 Spring Championship Series:  All-Series Team, Series Most 
Outstanding Player and All-Academic Team.  No other awards are permitted.        
 
Selection Process. The All-Series Team consists of 11 players including a Most Outstanding Player.  The All-Series Teams will be 
selected by the head coaches of each of the participating teams based on their finish in the championships.  The champion earns 
four selections, the runner-up three, and the third and fourth place teams two each, for a total of 11 honorees.  The Most 
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Outstanding Player (MOP) will be nominated by the coaches playing in the championship game and selected by the sports 
information directors in attendance.  One person from each team that plays in the Championship Game will be nominated by 
his/her head coach.  The MOP will be one of the 11 members of the All-Series Team (the MOP does not create a 12th honoree). 

 
Selection Process | All-Academic. The Soccer All-Academic Team consists of 11 student-athletes.  GSC All-Academic Teams will 
be selected jointly by the FARs and SIDs.  Complete details of the All-Academic process can be found in the GSC Awards Manual.   

 
Date Action | Fall All-Academic Awards Timeline 
May 25 Spring All-Academic nominations open.   
June 1 Spring All-Academic nominations due at 1:00ET/NoonCT. 
June 3 Spring All-Academic ballots open. 
June 8 Spring All-Academic ballots due at 1:00ET/NoonCT. 
June 10 Spring All-Academic honors announced. 

 
Fair Play Award. The GSC shall recognize annually a Fair Play Award. The three conference teams who have accumulated the 
fewest cards (yellow and red cards combined) throughout the course of the season shall be nominated for the award. Coaches 
shall vote on the winner from the nominees. Voting process shall be conducted following the conclusion of the GSC Tournament.    
 

Date Action | Soccer Fair Play Award Timeline 
TBD Fair Play ballot open. 
TBD Fair Play ballots due at 1:00ET/NoonCT. 
TBD Fair Play Award announced. 

 
Ball Retrievers 
The host institution must supply at least four ball retrievers of appropriate age. Ball retrievers shall wear a mask at all times and 
single use gloves during the competition. 
 
Dress-Out Limits 
For league matches, there is no travel squad or dress out limit, but only 24 student-athletes shall be eligible to play in a contest 
and must be designated prior to the start of the contest. 
 
Game Ball 
The official ball for the conference shall be the NCAA Championship ball for all GSC regular season and tournament competition 
(Year 2 of 3 | Expires June 30, 2022). A minimum of five (5) balls shall be designated for game use only. The ball shall be cleaned 
during period breaks, and when a ball is handled by someone outside of Tier 1 or ball retrievers. Manufacturer recommendations 
on cleaning of the ball shall be followed. Teams shall bring their own game balls for warm-ups. 
 
Officials 
The conference will assign officials for all GSC matches. For 2021, the fee schedule is $205.00 for the referee, $140.00 for each 
assistant referee and $50.00 for a fourth official (used at the institution’s discretion for regular season play). 
 
Participants | Minimum Number 
A team shall have minimum roster count with which a team is considered available to play a scheduled basketball game: 14 
medically cleared student-athletes who participated in the week’s testing regiment or are exempted from testing/quarantine due 
to a previous positive and asymptomatic conditions as well as one (1) coach. If a team has fewer than the minimum roster 
available for a scheduled game, the impacted institution may elect to play the game with fewer than the minimum roster. 
 
Participation 
The following 12 schools shall compete in the Spring Championship Series: Alabama Huntsville, Auburn Montgomery, Christian 
Brothers, Delta State, Lee, Mississippi College, Montevallo, Shorter, Union, Valdosta State (Women only), West Alabama, West 
Georgia (Women only). 
 
Practice 
The visiting teams shall not be provided a practice time on the day prior to the game.  
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Schedule 
Participating institutions shall play one match against each team in its designated pool.  

 
Schedule Changes. Member institutions may request schedule changes by mutual agreement of the participating 
institutions. The request shall be sent from the Director of Athletics (or designated administrator) via email from both 
institutions including any additional information necessary for consideration. The Commissioner will consider the effect 
of the request and either approve or not approve the request. 
 
Cancellation. Any decision to cancel competition must be made between administrators of the competing institutions. 
Any decision on cancellation should be delayed as late as possible. Every effort must be made to complete the 
competition, even if only a portion of the series may be played. The conference office should be notified of any decision 
to cancel a portion of a conference series.  
 
Medically Related Postponement/Cancellation. In the event of an occurrence of a medically related incident that may 
postpone or cancel a GSC contest, a “No Contest” will be ruled. The membership should refer to the “Athletic 
Competition Cancellation in the Event of Medically Related Incident” policy for additional considerations. 
 
NCAA 3-Hour Rule for Delay – Resumption of Play. For all conference matches, games  may be started more than three 
hours after the originally scheduled start time by mutual agreement of the head coaches, host game management and 
head official. For games that have started and been suspended, resumption of play beyond the three-hour window 
prescribed in the NCAA rule book is permitted but would require the mutual agreement of head coaches, host game 
management, and head official. 
 

Scouting 
All coaches and staff members are responsible for understanding and adhering to the rules for conference scouting outlined 
below: Providing scouting information (through any means – video, written, oral, etc.) to non-conference opponents concerning 
conference member teams is prohibited, except as detailed below.  Providing scouting information to conference member teams 
concerning non-conference opponents is permitted.  
 
No GSC school may do any in-person scouting of another GSC member during preseason competition or regular season games.  
EXCEPTION: Coaches may attend games involving other GSC teams during in-season tournaments if their own team is competing 
in that tournament.  Coaches may attend all games at the GSC Championship Tournaments, regardless of affiliation or 
participation. 
 
Scouting | Video Exchange 
All teams must use the conference approved video exchange provider (Hudl). All regular season conference matches are subject 
to the policy.  
           

Video Exchange Procedures. 
A. Video shall be captured from a midfield location with a minimum elevated height of 15 feet from a fixed location.  
B. All video equipment utilized to capture game video must be set up according to specifications 
 provided by the online video exchange provider to maximize quality. It is the responsibility of the 
 team uploading the video to confirm settings. An HD camera on a tripod must be used. In the 
 event of a catastrophic equipment failure, the conference office and team’s next opponent should  
 be notified by the institution’s Athletics Director or Senior Woman Administrator within two hours 
 of the completion of the match. 
C. Video must be uploaded by 10:00am local time on the day following the match.  
D. For non-conference away matches and regular season neutral site matches, the GSC team shall be responsible for 

posting video. For regular season GSC home matches, the home team shall be responsible for posting video. For GSC 
Championship matches hosted on-campus, the on-campus shall be responsible for posting video. For GSC 
Championship matches at a neutral site, the conference shall be responsible for posting video. 

E. Failure to comply with the policy results in the following penalties: 
§ First offense: written warning by the conference office; 
§ Second offense: $250 fine and one week restricted download access; 
§ Third offense: $500 fine and two week restricted download access. 
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F. Inclement weather prohibiting video capture must be documented by the Senior Woman Administrator and Athletic 
Trainer. Documentation outlining the safety issues faced should be forwarded to the conference office within two 
hours of the completion of the match. 

G. GSC teams shall not share video with non-GSC teams. 
H. Teams may only video games in which they are participating.  
I. Space permitting, visiting teams may capture their own video of the match. 

 
Run of Play Video Recording Standards 
A. Video capture shall begin at least one minute prior to kickoff. 
B. At kickoff, show the entire field before ball is put into play. 
C. After kickoff, show the third of the field that the ball is in from sideline to sideline with the ball in the middle of the 
frame to the greatest degree possible. 
D. On all restarts in the attacking third, video should feature the entire penalty area and ball from sideline to sideline.  
E. All match incidents should be videoed through their conclusion (fights, altercations, cautions, ejections). 
F. Video capture shall continue through the conclusion of the handshake line and both teams leaving the field. 

 
Security 
The host team must provide adequate security for the officials, visiting teams & fans. 
 
Seedings | Bracket Play 
Teams are seeded based on their finish in the pool standings. 
 
Sportsmanship Statement 
The GSC does not tolerate obscene or threatening language, chants, signs or gestures; racial- or religious-based derogatory 
remarks or signs; fan interference with the conduct of the game; and other socially unacceptable behavior.  Violations should be 
reported to the host Director of Athletics immediately.  GSC institutions shall make a sportsmanship announcement before each 
game. 

 
Suggested wording for pre-game announcement:  "[HOST INSTITUTION] and the Gulf South Conference promotes 
good sportsmanship by student-athletes, coaches and spectators. We request your cooperation by supporting 
the participants and officials in a positive manner. Profanity, racial or sexist comments, or other intimidating 
actions directed at officials, student-athletes, coaches or team representative will not be tolerated and are 
grounds for removal from the site of competition. Thank you for your cooperation." 

 
Standings 
A points standing system will be used for pool standings. Standings will be listed from most points to least points where a win 
equals three (3) points; a tie equals one (1) point; a loss equals zero (0) points. 
 
Tickets 
Ticketing shall be managed at the discretion of the host institution. No ticketing reservations for visiting teams shall be required 
outside of access to designated and approved Tier 1, 2, or 3 personnel. NCAA rules permit each member of the host team to list 
the names of up to four persons designated to receive one complimentary ticket to each home game.  The person designated 
must SIGN for the ticket and show positive ID.  Season passes for families and other guests of players are strictly prohibited.  The 
list is on a game-by-game basis.  There are no advance complimentary tickets. 
 
Tiebreaker 
The tiebreaker format shall be as follows: 
A. Two-way ties.  For seeding or determining the final playoff berth use the following tie-breaker:  

1) Head to head result in GSC league match; 
2) GSC power rating: determined by awarding 5 points for a league win, 1 pt. for a league tie, 1 additional pt. for a league 

shutout win, 1 pt. for goals scored up to three per match; 
3) Least Total Goals Allowed in all GSC matches combined; and, 
4) Commissioner's coin toss. 

B. Multiple team ties.  For seeding or determining the final playoff berth:  



Soccer Competition Policies | 2020-21 

- 6 - 

1) The head-to-head league results among the three or four teams will break the tie (if one team has a better record in
league matches against the other teams involved in the tie, it gets the advantage);

2) Power rating as explained above;
3) Least goals allowed in all league matches; and,
4) Commissioner’s coin toss.

Uniforms 
For league matches, the designated home team shall wear white/light uniforms and the visiting team dark uniforms in matches 
played Monday-Friday and the home team shall wear dark uniforms and the visiting team white/light uniforms in the games 
played Saturday-Sunday. 

Unsportsmanlike Conduct 
Unruly fans should be warned once by the host school’s Director of Athletics and/or security, before being re-seated in another 
area.  Ejection from the venue is mandatory if the unruly individual(s) refuse to cooperate. Derisive language directed at the 
opposing team or the game officials is prohibited.  The host institution must prevent any interference with the game and the 
officials.  Any cheerleader, mascot or fan who violates these rules will be sanctioned.  Violations may result in forfeiture of the 
game or immediate ejection from the arena.  A second offense of this nature by the same individual will result in immediate 
ejection from the arena. 

FACILITY PROTOCOLS 
Bench Area 
Student-athletes and team personnel should remain physically distanced while in the bench areas. If this is not possible, an 
ancillary bench area should be identified to allow social distancing.   

Fan Accommodations 
Fan policies including screening, entry, and masking shall be developed individually at each institution. Institutions are 
encouraged to use contactless ticket solutions. If no ticketing solution is used, teams must provide a method to hand count fans 
to follow facility capacity limits. Facility capacity limits shall be set by institution, local, state, and federal guidelines.  

Field Access – Pre-Game 
Only Tier 1 team personnel, umpires, and grounds crew shall have access to the field prior to the game. The grounds crew must 
wear face coverings and work gloves, and physically distance, at all times. 

Field Access – Post-Game 
Following the conclusion of the contest, there shall be no post-game handshake line or other required act of sportsmanship and 
teams shall exit the field as quickly as possible. Any post-game team meetings or huddles should be in the third of the field 
nearest the team bench and conducted in a timely manner. Teams exiting the field should not utilize the same exit. If only one 
exit is available for both teams following the game, the visiting team should exit the field as quickly after the game as possible 
with the host team remaining in their bench area until the visiting team has exited the field. No non-authorized personnel shall 
enter the field area following the game. 

Locker Rooms – Officials 
Host institutions shall supply towels, soap and soft drinks for the officials' locker room(s) and shall ensure that these rooms are 
clean, have hot water, adequate lockers and heat, and functioning door locks.  These rooms should be used exclusively by the 
officials from 60 minutes prior to the scheduled starting time of the first game until 60 minutes after the completion of the final 
game.  Security or game staff shall escort the officials off the field and ensure their safe departure after the game. 

Locker Rooms – Visitors 
Following the game, visiting teams shall be provided a dedicated shower area. Visiting teams shall be responsible for bringing all 
necessary supplies (towels, soap). 

Post-Game Food Delivery 
Post-game meals for the visitor shall be delivered directly to the team bus and not brought into the competition facility. 
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OFFICIALS PROCEDURES 
Week of the Game 

1. Practicing at least daily self-health evaluations including temperature checks (if an official identifies with one of the CDC’s 
designated COVID-19 symptoms or signs during the daily self-health evaluation, they should notify the Coordinator of 
Officials) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html. 

2. Social distancing to the greatest degree possible. 
3. Wearing a mask in public to the greatest degree possible. 
4. Specific details for the crew’s dressing, arrival, parking, and departure will be distributed by the crew chief. 
5. Complete the GSC testing procedures and secure negative test prior to contest. Asymptomatic individuals that have 

tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 150 days will be exempt from testing procedures after submitting proof of 
positive test with date to Taylor Shields (tshields@gscsports.org). Full testing procedures for non-exempt officials will be 
shared in a separate document. 

 
Game Day 

1. Prior to departure, conduct a daily self-health evaluation including temperature check. If official has any COVID-19 
symptom, including elevated temperature, the official shall contact the referee immediately and not travel to the site of 
competition. 

2. If any change to an officials status is shared, the referee shall provide update immediately to Coordinator. 
3. Minimize travel stops. 
4. Dress in uniform prior to arrival at the site of competition.  
5. If arrive more than 15 minutes prior to when they are responsible to be at the venue, officials shall wait in their vehicle. 
6. Prior to entrance of the facility, conduct pregame COVID-19 screening with home team administration. 

a. Home team game management has the responsibility for conducting screening. 
b. If an official has a fever of 100.4 degrees or above on the non-contact thermometer, they will then be retested 10 

minutes later. 
c. If both tests show the official having a fever of 100.4 degrees or above, the official will be disqualified from 

working the competition. 
d. Officials who arrive to the site of competition but are disqualified from fulfilling their independent contractor 

agreement due to positive COVID-19 symptom identification shall only be paid for the full game fee the first 
time it occurs. Following the first time, they shall not receive game fee. 

7. Wear a mask throughout pregame preparations, during any intermissions/timeouts, and following the contest including 
entering and exiting the facility. Masks should be taken out to the field for use as necessary. Further, if an extended 
conversation with an official, player, or staff occurs, officials shall put on their mask. 

8. Officials may use some type of whistle cover or shield.  
9. No hand shaking with anyone including coaches and players. 
10. Socially distance to the greatest degree possible throughout the contest. 
11. One captain per team at any necessary captains meetings with each participant maintaining a 6-foot cushion. 
12. Officials, coaches, and players are jointly responsible for maintaining 6-foot cushion when communicating. 
13. Home team shall provide towels, single use water bottles, and hand sanitization station for officials during each game. 
14. If a game is cancelled or postponed with less than 24 hours notice, the official shall receive one-half game fee if they have 

not arrived at the facility. If the official has arrived at the facility and the game is cancelled or postponed, the official shall 
receive a full game fee. 

 
Post-Game 

1. Collect all necessary equipment and bottles when departing the court. 
2. Referee will communicate with Coordinator following game. 
3. Any post-game reports must be completed off-site.  
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