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FOUR STANDOUTS EARN ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICA® TEAM 
MEMBER OF THE YEAR HONORS FOR DIVISION I, II, III & NAIA 
 
AUSTIN, Texas | University of Iowa women’s basketball point guard Caitlin Clark, Gannon University women’s basketball post player 
Samantha Pirosko, Wartburg College football linebacker Owen Grover, and University of Health Sciences and Pharmacy in St. Louis 
women’s basketball point guard Grace Beyer have been named the 2023-24 Academic All-America® Team Member of the Year for 
Division I, Division II, Division III, and NAIA, respectively, as selected by the College Sports Communicators (CSC).  
 
Clark earns her second straight award after becoming the first University of Iowa student-athlete to receive the overall Academic All-
America® Division I Team Member of the Year honor in 2022-23. She is the second Division I two-time winner joining the University 
Division’s Sarah Pavan of Nebraska (volleyball, 2006-07 and 2007-08), and the fifth overall along with the NAIA’s Giovanna Tapigliani of 
Missouri Baptist (volleyball, 2020-21 and 2021-22), Division III’s Maryann Gong of M.I.T (women’s track and field/cross country, 2015-16 
and 2016-17), and College Division/NAIA’s Leah Esposito of Carroll (women’s track and field/cross country, 2015-16 and 2016-17). 
 
Pirosko, Grover and Beyer become their school’s first student-athletes to receive the honor at their respective institutions. 
 
NCAA Division I 
University of Iowa’s Caitlin Clark was the No. 1 overall draft selection by the Indiana Fever in the 2024 WNBA Draft. Her new Indiana Fever 
teammate, Aliyah Boston, was the 2023 No. 1 overall draft pick, a three-time Academic All-American, and the overall Academic All-
America® Team Member of the Year in 2022. Clark repeated as the Academic All-America® Team Member of the Year for Division I 
women’s basketball in 2023-24, becoming the seventh player to earn the honor in back-to-back seasons. It’s the third time in her career 
being selected to the first team, having also earned the honor in 2021-22. The 6-foot-1 senior guard from West Des Moines, Iowa, carried 
a 3.64 GPA while majoring in marketing. Clark was named the Wooden Award National Player of the Year after leading the nation in 10 
different offensive categories including averaging 31.6 points and 8.9 assists per game. She also led the country with six triple doubles 
while ranking fourth with 24 double doubles. She was also named the National Player of the Year by the Associated Press, USA Today, 
ESPN.com, The Athletic, the Sporting News, and the Naismith award. Her other national honors include the Nancy Lieberman Point Guard 
of the Year, Ann Meyers Drysdale Award, Wade Trophy, and the Honda Sport Award. Clark led the Hawkeyes to their second straight 
National Championship appearance while becoming the first Division-I player to record 1,000+ points in back-to-back seasons. 
 
Said University of Iowa Guard Caitlin Clark: 
“Being a student-athlete is one of the most rewarding experiences I have had, and I am honored to be named the CSC Division I 
Academic All-America Team Member of the year.” 
 
Said University of Iowa Athletic Director Beth Goetz: 
“Caitlin’s talent and passion for the game of basketball is equally matched by her commitment and achievement in the classroom.  She 
is the consummate example of what it means to be a student-athlete, and we are incredibly proud of her academic and athletic 
accomplishments.” 
 
Said University of Iowa Women’s Basketball Head Coach Lisa Bluder: 
“We are thrilled to learn that Caitlin has earned the CSC Division I Academic All-America Team Member of the year! She continues to add 
to her honors as one of the best women’s basketball players to ever play the game. This award is very special and we are grateful that 
Caitlin and the University of Iowa are receiving this honor.” 
 
NCAA Division II 
A post player from Eastlake, Ohio, Samantha Pirosko has been named the Academic All-America® Team Member of the Year for Division 
II. The redshirt senior graduated in May with a bachelor’s degree in health sciences and a 3.908 GPA. Pirosko is pursuing her master’s 
degree in physician assistant science. She is a two-time Academic All-America® first team selection. Pirosko finished the year second 
in Division II in field goals (251) and free throws (223), while her 19.8 points per game were 10th. She led the Golden Knights to the Elite 
Eight and their third Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference (PSAC) tournament title in the last four seasons. She was named the WBCA 
and D2CCA National Player of the Year while also being named the PSAC West Women's Basketball Athlete of the Year and the D2CCA 
Atlantic Region Player of the Year. In her final season she set a new program record with 752 points on the year and finishes her career 
second in program history with 2,293 points. 
 
Said Gannon University Post Player Samantha Pirosko: 

ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICA® TEAM 
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“I want to thank the CSC for recognizing me as the 2023-24 Academic All-America Team Member of the Year for Division II Sports. It is 
an incredible honor that I can't even put into words. I wouldn't have been able to put myself in the position to get recognized if it weren't 
for my parents. They have pushed me on and off the court throughout my entire career. Not only have my parents pushed me, but the 
coaching staff and my teammates at Gannon have also encouraged me to be the best I can in the classroom and on the court. I have 
always valued my education, and I viewed playing basketball as a great way to support my goal of becoming a Physician Assistant. I am 
overjoyed that I was able to succeed in both, and I am truly honored to have received the recognition that has come my way.” 
 
Said Gannon University Director of Athletics Lisa Goddard McGuirk: 
“Sam possesses an unwavering commitment to excellence. She has been a leader in the classroom, court, and community throughout 
her outstanding career at Gannon. This is such a tremendous and well-deserved honor.” 
 
Said Gannon University Women’s Basketball Head Coach Cleve Wright: 
“We are so happy that Sam has been named CSC Division II Academic All-America® Team Member of the Year for all sports. Sam’s 
work ethic on the floor and in the classroom has made a great impact on her teammates. This is a high honor for her and our program, 
and we celebrate this recognition with her!” 
 
NCAA Division III 
The Academic All-America® Division III Team Member of the Year honor adds to a crowded trophy case for Owen Grover, who earned 
the Division III Cliff Harris Award, was named the D3football.com National Defensive Player of the Year and was a finalist for both the 
Gagliardi Trophy and the National Football Foundation’s William V. Campbell Trophy. He earned a NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship 
maintaining a 3.99 GPA in biology. Grover was a two-time D3football.com Regional Defensive Player of the Year and two-time American 
Rivers Conference Defensive Most Valuable Player. The Dyersville, Iowa, native led the Knights to a 13-1 record and the NCAA semifinals 
for the second-straight season. Grover finished the 2023 season with 113 total tackles (62 solo), 5.0 tackles for loss, 4.0 sacks and one 
interception.  
 
Said Wartburg College’s Linebacker Owen Grover: 
“I am beyond grateful to be recognized for this award amongst so many incredible student athletes. Division 3 has offered me amazing 
experiences both on the field and in the classroom and I could not be more appreciative for the experience that I had at Wartburg College. 
Any award like this is not possible without the brilliant coaches, professors, family, teammates, and other faculty that I have been so 
blessed to be able to have as a part of my life.” 
 
Said Wartburg College Head Football Coach Chris Winter: 
“Owen was one of the hardest working kids on our team and his attention to detail was unmatched. I have great respect for his ability to 
lead by example and be a great teammate to everyone associated with our program. He was a two-time captain of our football team and 
member of our football leadership council, which are honors voted on by his teammates. He has been committed to every aspect of our 
football program for the past five years, while still balancing the grueling academic schedule that is involved with being a pre-med student 
at Wartburg College. This rare combination of hard work, attention to detail, and advanced time management skills afforded Owen a well-
rounded college experience along with his tremendous success as a student-athlete. He was a two-time All-American linebacker, the 
2023 National Defensive Player of the Year in Division III football, 2023 Cliff Harris Award winner for Division III Football, and a finalist for 
the William V. Campbell Trophy all while maintaining a 3.99 GPA in biology/pre-med and still being involved in our campus community, 
as well as serving the community of Waverly, through volunteer activities. He is the most impressive student-athlete I have been around 
in my 20+ years at Wartburg College and there are no words to express how proud I am to call him a Knight.” 
 
NAIA 
Grace Beyer became the first player in the history of the Academic All-America® women’s basketball program to earn the Academic All-
America® Team Member of the Year honor three consecutive seasons. The graduate student from Eagle, Wisconsin, maintains a 3.90 
GPA while pursuing a Doctor of Pharmacy degree after earning her undergraduate degree also in pharmacy with a 3.97 GPA. For the 
fourth straight season, Beyer led the NAIA in points per game, averaging 35.0 for the season. Her 1,051 points gave her 3,961 for her 
career, breaking the 34-year-old NAIA record. This season she not only led the NAIA in points per game, but also field goals (306-662) 
and free throws (375-403), while ranking second in the nation in free throw percentage (93.1). She was named the American Midwest 
Conference (AMC) Player of the Year for the third straight year. During the regular season, she was named the AMC Player of the Week 
10 times and was twice named the NAIA National Player of the Week. 
 
Said University of Health Sciences and Pharmacy in St. Louis Point Guard Grace Beyer: 
"I have received many awards throughout my collegiate career, but this one is particularly special to me. I have always valued academics, 
and being recognized for my accomplishments on and off the court this past year means a lot. I hope to be an inspiration to those around 
me, as well as future college athletes, to pursue a career they are passionate about.” 
 
Said University of Health Sciences and Pharmacy in St. Louis Athletic Director Jill Harter:  
“Grace earns every one of the honors she received. She came to UHSP with an incredible work ethic she learned from her parents. That 
focus and the time spent on the court and attending to her coursework brought her to where she is today. Eutectics Athletics and UHSP 
are extremely proud of Grace being named the CSC Academic All-American Team Member of the Year across all collegiate sports. Grace 
sets the standard for the term ‘student-athlete.”  
 
For more information regarding the Academic All-America® program, visit https://academicallamerica.com/. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jeff Schwartz, Retired, North Dakota State University | Academic All-America® Co-Director for Publicity 
Schwartzy2@yahoo.com | (701) 793-0538 



2023-24 SPORT-BY-SPORT 
ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICA® TEAM MEMBER OF THE YEAR WINNERS  

 
DIVISION I ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICA® TEAM MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNERS 

Name, School Sport Class Major, G.P.A. 
Max Abmas, University of Texas Men’s Basketball Gr./Gr. Strategic communication, 3.81 (U) / 4.00 (G) 
Hanna Abrahamsson, University of Colorado Women’s At-Large (Skiing) Jr./Jr. Physics, 3.83 
Mark Berlaga, Stanford University Men’s At-Large (Gymnastics) Jr./Jr. Biology, 4.00 
Alyssa Brito, University of Oklahoma Softball Sr./Sr. Human relations, 3.72 
Jac Cagilanone, University of Florida Baseball Jr./Jr. History, 3.64  
Logan Case, Western Michigan University Volleyball Sr./Sr. French, 4.00 
*Caitlin Clark, University of Iowa Women’s Basketball Sr./Sr. Marketing, 3.64 
Lamara Distin, Texas A&M University Women’s Track & Field/XC Gr./Sr. Graduate certificate-Leadership education, theory & practice, 
    3.50 (U) / 3.75 (G) 
Bea Franklin, University of Arkansas Women’s Soccer Gr./Gr. Finance, 4.00 (U) / 4.00 (G) 
Ching Hwee Gan, Indiana University Women’s Swimming & Diving Jr./Jr. Nutrition Science, 4.00 
Jonny Kulow, Arizona State University Men’s Swimming & Diving So./So. Microbiology, 4.00 
Connie Ma, Stanford University Women’s Tennis Jr./Jr. Human Biology, 3.73 
Rome Odunze, University of Washington Football Sr./Jr. History, communications, 3.51 
Dylan Sing, Western Michigan University Men’s Soccer Gr./Gr. Integrated supply management, 3.99 (U) / 3.99 IG) 
Elllot Spizzirri, University of Texas Men’s Tennis Sr./Sr. Finance, 3.70 
Dylan Targgart, University of South Carolina Men’s Track & Field/XC Sr./Sr. Finance, 3.97 
*--Repeat selection 
 

DIVISION II ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICA® TEAM MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNERS 
Name, School Sport Class Major, G.P.A. 
***Zoe Baker, Colorado School of Mines Women’s Track & Field/XC Gr./Gr. Computer science, 4.00 (U) / Computer science, 4.00 (G) 
Allie Bianchi, Henderson State University Women’s At-Large (Golf) Gr./Gr. Finance, 4.00 (U) / Data science (G) 
Alex Epp, William Jewell College Baseball Sr./Sr. Civil engineering, 3.93 
Marko Jovanovic, Adelphi University Men’s Tennis Jr./Jr. Accounting, 3.98 
Kyle Micallet, Florida Southern College Men’s Swimming & Diving Sr./Sr. Accounting, 3.92 
Benedict Nagy, Colorado Mesa University Women’s Swimming & Diving Sr./Gr. Animation, film, photography, and motion design, 3.85 
Matteo Napoletano, Kentucky Wesleyan Coll.  Men’s Soccer Sr./Sr. Business administration, 3.95 
Isabelle Navren, Emory Riddle University (FL) Women’s Soccer Gr./Sr. Business administration-accounting & finance, 4.00 (U) / 4.00 (G) 
Samantha Pirosko, Gannon University Women’s Basketball Sr./Sr. Health sciences – physician assistant, 3.908 
Hunter Potrykus, Colorado School of Mines Men’s Track & Field/XC Sr./Sr. Mechanical engineering, 3.92 
Nolan Reeve, Colorado School of Mines Football Gr./Gr. Mechanical engineering, 3.76 (U) / Additive manufacturing, 4.00 (G) 
Maureen Reilly, Rockhurst University Volleyball Sr./Sr. Biochemistry, 4.00 
Shelby Robb, Metropolitan State U. of Denver Softball Sr./Sr. Sport management, 4.00 
Anais Ruyssen, Wayne State University (MI) Women’s Tennis Sr./Jr. Management, 3.78 
Sam Tandy, Harding University Men’s At-Large (Golf) Sr./Sr. Finance, 3.98 
Erik Timko, Thomas Jefferson University Men’s Basketball Sr./Jr. Business management, 3.92 
*--Repeat selection 
 

DIVISION III ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICA® TEAM MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNERS 
Name, School Sport Class Major, G.P.A. 
Julia Beck, Misericordia University Women’s Soccer Jr./Jr. Psychology, physical therapy doctorate, 4.00 
Natalie Bruns, New York University Women’s Basketball Sr./Jr. Business & technology management, 3.96 
Logan Faizarano, Johns Hopkins University Men’s Soccer Sr./Sr. Applied mathematics and statistics, computer science, 3.99 
Owen Grover, Wartburg College Football Sr./Sr. Biology, 3.99 
Noah Hargrove, Kenyon College Men’s Swimming & Diving Sr./Sr. Economics, mathematics, 3.97 
Taylor McInerney, Lebanon Valley College Volleyball Sr./Sr. Early childhood education, 4.00 
Lorenzo Mencaccini, Vermont State Univ. Castleton Men’s At-Large (Skiing) Sr./Sr. Management, 4.00 
Lexi Onsrud, Illinois Wesleyan Women’s At-Large (Golf) Sr./Sr. Kinesiology & Allied health, 4.00 
Kaili Saathoff, Linfield College Softball Jr./Jr. Mathematics, 4.00 
Cael Schmitt, Coe College Men’s Basketball Sr./Sr. Computer science, business administration, 4.00 
Matt Scolan, Univ. of Wisconsin-Whitewater Baseball Jr./Jr. Finance, 3.83 
James Settles, Colorado College Men’s Track & Field/XC Sr./Sr. Computer science, 4.00 
Fiona Smith, College of St. Benedict Women’s Track & Field/XC Sr./Sr. Mathematics, 4.00 
Alex Turvey, Pomona Pitzer Colleges Women’s Swimming & Diving Sr./Sr. Biology, 4.00 
Kailas Kahler, MIT Men’s Tennis Sr./Sr. Electrical engineering, computer science, 4.00 
Angie Zhou, Pomona Pitzer Colleges Women’s Tennis Jr./Jr. Computer science, 3.89 
 

NAIA ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICA® TEAM MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNERS 
Name, School Sport Class Major, G.P.A. 
***Grace Beyer, Univ. of Health Sciences  
and Pharmacy in St. Louis  Women’s Basketball Gr./Gr. Pharmacy, 3.97 (U) / 3.90 (G) 
Jonathan Brown, Univ. of the Cumberlands Mens Basketball Gr./Gr. Business administration, 4.00 (U) / 4.00 (G) 
Guido Cacclablue, St. Thomas University (FL) Men’s Soccer Sr./Sr. Business management, 3.86 
Ady Dwight, Dakota Wesleyan University Volleyball Sr./Sr. Nursing, 3.86 
Stephanie Fernandez, Georgia Gwinnett Coll.  Women’s Tennis Sr./Sr. Business management, 3.80 
Tyler Horner, Oregon Institute of Technology Baseball Jr./Jr. Mechanical engineering, 4.00 



Carson Johnson, Univ. of the Cumberlands  Men’s Track & Field/XC Sr./Sr. Public health, 3.88 
Lara Kurt, Savannah College of Art & Design Women’s At-Large (Bowling) Jr./Jr. User experience design, 4.00 
Fabio Martin Rojo, Lindsey Wilson College Men’s Swimming & Diving Jr./Jr. Mathematics, physics, 3.89 
Jaden Meizinger, Keiser University Football Sr./Jr. Exercise science, 3.70 
Kaila Mick, Oregon Institute of Technology Softball Gr./Gr, Dental hygiene, 3.93 (U) / Bio-health sciences, 3.88 (G) 
Ariana Stoltzfus, Spring Arbor University Women’s Soccer Sr./Sr. Criminal justice, 3.93 
*Hanne te Velthuis, Milligan University Women’s Swimming & Diving Gr./Gr. Exercise and sport science, 3.79 (U) /  
    Masters of Occupational, 3.77 (G)  
Ellyse Tingelstad, College of Idaho Women’s Track & Field/XC Gr./Sr. Environmental studies, 4.00 (U) / 4.00 (G) 
Aric Williams, Dakota Wesleyan University Men’s At-Large (Wrestling Gr./Gr. Business administration, 4.00 (U) / 4.00 (G) 
Charly Zick, Georgia Gwinnett College Men’s Tennis Sr./Sr. Psychology, 3.83 
*--Repeat selection 


