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NCAA Division I institutions should note that the core-curriculum time limitation legislation re-

quires a prospective student-athlete to complete core-curriculum requirements not later than the 

high school graduation date of the prospective student-athlete's class.  The appropriate gradua-

tion date is determined by the prospective student-athlete's first year of enrollment in high 

school (grade nine) or the international equivalent.  For a domestic prospective student-athlete, 

the allowed time frame for completion of the core course requirements is eight semesters from 

the date the prospective student-athlete first enrolled in high school.  For an international pro-

spective student-athlete, the graduation date is based on the prescribed educational path in his 

or her country. If a prospective student-athlete graduates within the prescribed time frame, he or 

she may use one additional core course for initial-eligibility purposes.  The course must be com-

pleted prior to initial, full-time collegiate enrollment, but not later than the end of the academic 

year immediately after graduation. An October 22, 2008, official interpretation specifies that it is 

permissible to use a core course completed after high school graduation, provided the prospec-

tive student-athlete either completes the course prior to enrollment in or after completion of the 

institution's summer term for which he or she is receiving athletically related financial 

aid.  However, the interpretation specifies that it is not permissible for a prospective student-

athlete to use a core course, including an online course, completed after high school graduation 

to satisfy initial-eligibility requirements if the prospective student-athlete is enrolled in the course 

while concurrently receiving athletically related financial aid to attend an institution's summer 

term. The following examples are designed to assist member institutions in applying the one ad-

ditional core course after high school graduation exception to the core-curriculum time limitation 

legislation. 

Example:   A prospective student-athlete enrolls in a core course at an area high school while 

enrolled in an institution's summer term and receives non-athletics institutional financial aid 

while completing the core course.  May this core course be used to certify the prospective stu-

dent-athlete's initial eligibility? 

Answer:  Yes.  The course may be used because the prospective student-athlete is receiving only 

non-athletics institutional aid.  Please note that if the prospective student-athlete were receiving 

athletically related financial aid, the course may not be used. 

Example:  A prospective student-athlete who will receive athletically related financial aid to at-

tend an institution's summer term starts a core course before enrolling in the institution's sum-
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mer term.  The prospective student-athlete finishes the course after enrolling in the institution's summer term.  May this core 

course be used to certify the prospective student-athlete's initial eligibility? 

Answer:  No.  The core course may not be used because the prospective student-athlete did not complete the core course be-

fore receiving athletically related financial aid to attend the institution's summer term. 

Example:  A prospective student-athlete receives athletically related financial aid to attend an institution's summer term.  After 

completion of the summer term, the prospective student-athlete returns home and enrolls in a core course at the individual's 

high school.  May this core course be used to certify the prospective student-athlete's initial eligibility? 

Answer:    Yes.  The core course may be used to certify this prospective student-athlete's initial eligibility because even though 

the individual received athletically related financial aid to attend the institution's summer term, the prospective student-athlete 

was no longer receiving athletically related financial aid at the time the core course was completed.  Further, the prospective 

student-athlete shall not have begun preseason practice at the institution. 

The following questions may assist institutions in working with the NCAA Eligibility Center on issues related to the use of the 

additional core course completed after high school graduation exception. 

Question:  A prospective student-athlete enrolls in a core course from a school or program that does not have a list of ap-

proved core courses.  Will the core course be used to determine the prospective student-athlete's initial eligibility? 

Answer:  If a prospective student-athlete takes a course from a school or program that does not have a list of approved core 

courses, the school or program must be evaluated by the Eligibility Center's high school review team before the course is ap-

proved.  This can be a lengthy process; therefore, institutions should encourage prospective student-athletes who need to use 

the one core course after high school graduation exception to complete the additional core course through a school or pro-

gram that has a list of approved core courses.  

Question:  How does the Eligibility Center verify that a core course completed after high school graduation was in compliance 

with the October 22, 2008, official interpretation?  

Answer:  Institutions are responsible for determining whether the prospective student-athlete completed the additional core 

course in a manner consistent with the official interpretation and for providing the same information to the Eligibility Center. 

Question:  What documentation is required to certify the use of this exception to the core-curriculum time limitation? 

Answer:  The following four scenarios address required documentation for purposes of the one additional core course after 

high school graduation exception only.  In all of these scenarios, the course must meet the legislated definition of a core 

course.  In addition, an important step in determining the validity of a course on a high school's list of approved core courses is 

to confirm that the prospective student-athlete met all course expectations as indicated by the course provider. 

1.  If the additional core course was taken at the high school from which the prospective student-athlete graduated, the 
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CAA Reminder: The academic and membership affairs staff determined that it is not permissible for an institution to obtain 
video (e.g., live streaming video, recorded video) of any nonscholastic activities, including regular game and all-star competi-
tion, or any summer camp or clinic competition, through a subscription to a recruiting or scouting service. This Staff Interpreta-
tion was published February 25th, 2009. 

N C A A  A G E N T ,  G A M B L I N G  A N D  A M A T U E R I S M  R E M I N D E R  

With the March Madness starting, we wanted to take this time to remind all student-athletes and athletics administrators of 

the NCAA's policy on gambling. The NCAA membership has adopted specific rules prohibiting athletics department staff mem-

bers and student-athletes from engaging in gambling activities as they relate to intercollegiate or professional sporting events. 

NCAA member colleges and universities have defined sports wagering as putting something at risk – such as an entry fee - 

with the opportunity to win something in return. Because of this, student-athletes, coaches and administrators may not partici-

pate in leagues or pools where there is both a required entry fee and an opportunity to win a prize. If you have any questions 

regarding this material, please do not hesitate to contact the agent, gambling, and amateurism activities staff.  

NCAA Agent, Gambling, and Amateurism Activities Staff -317/917-6866  

D E S I G N A T I O N  O F  W E E K S  D U R I N G  T H E  S P R I N G  F O O T B A L L  E V A L U A T I O N  

Staff Interpretation Date Published: May 17, 2000 

Designation of Weeks During the Spring Football Evaluation Period. (I) The NCAA membership services staff confirmed that 

when an institution is selecting weeks for purposes of evaluating prospects during the spring evaluation period in the sport of 

football (April 15-May 31), the institution must designate four specific calendar weeks (defined as Monday through Saturday) 

as opposed to selecting 24 individual evaluation days. The staff also noted that the weeks selected by the institution need not 

be consecutive. [References: Proposal No. 99-104] 

course must appear on that high school's list of approved core courses.  Also, the Eligibility Center must receive a tran-

script from the high school, showing the course title, grade received and credit awarded for the additional core course. 

2.  If the additional core course was taken at a school other than the high school from which the prospective student-

athlete graduated and that school has a six-digit College Board code (CEEB) and a list of approved core courses, the 

additional core course must appear on that school's list of approved core courses.  A transcript from the school, show-

ing the course title, grade received and credit awarded for the additional core course from that school must be provided 

to the Eligibility Center.  However, the additional core course is not required to appear on the transcript from the high 

school from which prospective student-athlete graduated. 

3.  If the additional core course was taken through distance learning or other nontraditional means (e.g., online, corre-

spondence, independent study, individualized instruction, credit recovery) and the school/program has a CEEB code 

and list of approved core courses, the additional core course must appear on that school/program's list of approved 

core courses.  A transcript from the program, showing the course title, grade received and credit awarded for the addi-

tional core course must be provided to the Eligibility Center.  However, the additional core course is not required to ap-

pear on the transcript from the high school from which prospective student-athlete graduated. 

4.  If the additional core course was taken at a community college, junior college or four-year  college, a transcript from that 
college with the course title, grade received and credit earned for the additional core course must be provided to the Eligibility 
Center.  (Note: The Eligibility Center will accept the high school course credit equivalent if the course appears on the transcript 
of the high school from which the prospective student-athlete graduated or if the high school submits a letter indicating the 
amount of credit the student would have received had the course been taken at the high school.) 


