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2012 BIG SKY CONFERENCE FOOTBALL STANDINGS

BIG SKY GAMES ALL GAMES

w L PCT. PF PA w L PCT. PF PA STREAK
Cal Poly 0 0 .000 0 0 0 0 .000 0] 0 Won 1
Eastern Washington 0 (0] .000 0 (0] 0 (0] .000 (0] 0 Won 2
Idaho State 0 0 .000 0 0 0 0 .000 0 0 Lost 8
Montana 0 (¢} .000 0 (¢} 0 0 .000 0 0 Lost 1
Montana State 0 (6} .000 0] 0 0] (6} .000 (6} 0] Lost 1
North Dakota 0 0 .000 0 0 0 0 .000 0 0 Won 4
Northern Arizona 0 (¢} .000 0 (6} 0 0 .000 (6} 0 Lost 2
Northern Colorado 0 0] .000 0 0] 0 0] .000 0] 0 Lost 11
Portland State 0 (e} .000 0 0 0 0 .000 0 0 Lost 1
Sacramento State 0 (¢} .000 0 (6} 0 (e} .000 (6} 0 Lost 1
Southern Utah 0 0] .000 0 0] 0 0] .000 0] 0 Won 1
UC Davis 0 0 .000 0 0 0 0 .000 0 0 Won 1
Weber State 0 0 .000 0 (6} 0 (e} .000 (6} 0 Lost 2

THis WEEK’s SKY HIGHLIGHTS

The new-look Big Sky Conference opens the 2012
season on Thursday with eight games, and five more
on Saturday. This will be the first time in league his-
tory the schedule has featured 13 games. On July 1,
Southern Utah and North Dakota joined the Big Sky
as full members. UC Davis and Cal Poly joined for
football...Seven of this week’s 13 games feature match-
ups against FBS squads. Nine of the 13 games will be
televised...Northern Colorado opens its second sea-
son under Earnest Collins Jr. is at Utah of the Pac-12,
Sacramento State travels to New Mexico State of the
WAC, while Southern Utah is at Utah State of the WAC.
Eastern Washington travels to Moscow to face Idaho of
the WAC, while Northern Arizona meets Pac-12 Arizona
State. On Saturday, ldaho State travels to Air Force, and
Weber State is at Fresno State...Montana State, which
has shared the Big Sky championship each of the past
two seasons, opens at home under the lights at Bobcat
Stadium against Division || Chadron State...North Da-
kota is also at home on Thursday, facing South Dakota
Mines, a Division Il school...North Dakota closed 2011
with four consecutive wins...Portland State opens the
third year of the Nigel Burton era at home against NAIA
powerhouse Carroll College of Helena, Mont...Cal Poly
welcomes San Diego to San Luis Obispo on Saturday...
Montana begins at home against South Dakota and

its new coach Joe Glenn. Glenn guided Montana from
2000-02, leading the Grizzlies to the 2001 FCS Nation-
al Championship...The six games in Big Sky venues will
be available for free on the Internet through America
One on Big Sky TV.

This Week’s Sky Schedule

Thursday, Aug. 30 Time
Northern Colorado at Utah ... 5:15
TV: Pac-12 Network.

Sacramento State at New Mexico State......covvevveivicciens 6:05
TV: Altitude

Southern Utah at Utah State ..o 6:05
TV: KMYU (Utah)

$Azusa Pacific at UC DaViS ... 6:05
Eastern Washington at [daho .......cccceevevecivcccecceeee e 6:05
TV: ESPN3

$Chadron State at Montana State.......ccccoceeeevivccccccccee, 7:05

TV: Max Media Montana

$South Dakota Mines at North Dakota.......ccccccevveeevicececneinen. 7:05
TV: MidCon Sports Network

Northern Arizona at Arizona State ..o 7:35
TV: Pac-12 Network

Saturday, Sept. 1 Time
Idaho State at Air FOICE .. 12:05
$South Dakota at MoNtana ... 1.35
TV: Max Media Montana

$San Diego at Cal POIY .t 4:05
$Carroll College at Portland State ... 5:05
TV: Comcast Sports Net Northwest

Weber State at Fresno State ... 7:05

$Game available on the Internet at www.bigskytv.org
Times Local to Site/Subject to Change
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2491 Washington Blvd, Suite 201
Ogden, Utah 84401
801.392.1978
Fax: 801.392.5568

Commissioner: Doug Fullerton

Associate Commissioner: Ron Loghry
Asst.Comm./Compliance: Jaynee Nadolski
Asst.Comm/Media Relations: Jon Kasper
Media Relations Director: Megan Lobdell
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Marketing Director: Tanner Gooch
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Media Relations Contact Info.
801.392.1978
Jon Kasper, FB, MBB, GLF........coevnivnirenennne X-16
jkasper@bigskyconference.org

Megan Lobdell, VB, CC, WBB, T&F .....cccooueuu. X-19
mlobdell@bigskyconference.org

Alyssa Askew, SOC, TEN, SFT .....ccccovverrenrrnnn. X-12
aaskew@bigskyconference.org

Big Sky Weekly Release
The Big Sky Conference will produce a week-
ly football release every Monday during the
2011 season. Media can receive the releases
as a PDF document via email by contact-
ing Jon Kasper at 801.392.1978 ext. 16 or by
email at jkasper@bigskyconference.org.

Internet
The official website of the Big Sky Confer-
ence can be accessed by visiting www.
bigskyconf.com. Weekly game notes,
news releases, statistics and standings are
updated on the website. Football statistics
are updated on Sunday mornings following
Saturday games on the website.

Players of the Week
Each week of the 2012 season the Big Sky
selects an offensive, defensive and special
teams player of the week. Nominations are
made by each institution’s SIDs.

SociaL Mebia

FACEBOOK.COM/BIGSKYCONF

TWITTER.COM/BIGSKYCONF
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2012 Big Sky Conference Football on ROOT SPORTS
The Big Sky’s Official TV Partner

Sept. 22
Northern Arizona @ Montana 1:30
Sept. 29
Montana State @ Southern Utah 1:30
Montana @ Eastern Washington 5:00

Oct. 27
Idaho State @ Montana 1:30
Nov. 3
Montana @ Weber State 1:30
Montana State @ Sac State 5:00

Oct. 6 Nov. 10
Montana @ Northern Colorado 1:30 Portland State @ Montana State 1:30
Montana State @ Cal Davis 5:00 Nov. 17

Oct. 13 .
E. Washington @ Montana State 1:30 Montana State @ Montana 1:30

Oct. 20 . .
Montana @ North Dakota 1:30 Game times listed are MST
Sattellite Channels DirecTV Dish
ROOT SPORTS NORTHWEST 687 426
ROOT SPORTS ROCKY MOUNTAIN 683 414

ROOT SPORTS is also available through most cable pro-
viders. Big Sky games will also be shown live on DirecTV'’s
Audience Network, channel 101.

WEDNESDAY COACHES' CONFERENCE CALL

Each Wednesday during the 2012 football season, the Big Sky Confer-
ence will hold a conference call with the 13 league coaches. All media
is encouraged to take advantage of having a set time to speak with
the coaches each week. The call will begin at 10 a.m. Mountain, 9 a.m.
Pacific. Each coach will be available for eight minutes. To take part in
the call, please contact Jon Kasper at 801.392.1978 x-16 or by e-mail
at jkasper@bigskyconference.org. Kasper will provide you with the
call-in number and password.

Schedule
10:00 a.m. MNT (9:00 PCT) - Rob Ash, Montana State
10:08 a.m. MNT (9:08 PCT) - Chris Mussman, North Dakota
10:16 a.m. MNT (9:16 PCT) - Ed Lamb, Southern Utah
10:24 a.m. MNT (9:24 PCT) - Jody Sears, Weber State
10:32 a.m. MNT (9:32 PCT) - Mike Kramer, Idaho State
10:40 a.m. MNT (9:40 PCT) - Mick Delaney, Montana
10:48 a.m. MTN (9:48 PCT) - Earnest Collins Jr.,, No. Colorado
10:56 a.m. MTN (9:56 PCT) - Jerome Souers, No. Arizona
11:04 a.m. MTN (10:04 PCT) - Nigel Burton, Portland State
11:12 a.m. MTN (10:12 PCT) - Marshall Sperbeck, Sac State
11:20 a.m. MTN (10:20 PCT) - Beau Baldwin, E. Washington
11:28 a.m. MTN (10:28 PCT) - Tim Walsh, Cal Poly
11:36 a.m. MTN (10:36 PCT) - Bob Biggs, UC Davis
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2012 TV SCHEDULE

ROOT SPORTS

Sept. 22
*Northern Arizona at Montana.......ccceeeeveeeeeecececeeeeeeen 1:35 p.m.
Sept. 29
*Montana State at Southern Utah......ccooiininnnnce 1:35 p.m.
*Montana at Eastern Washington ..., 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 6
*Montana at Northern Colorado......cooevvvennnessceee 1:35 p.m.
*Montana State at UC DavViS.....cooereeeeeeeeeeneeeseneens 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 13
*Eastern Washington at Montana State .....cceceeeeeevevcceenen, 1:35 p.m.
Oct. 20
*Montana at North Dakota ... 2:35 p.m.
Oct. 27
*ldaho State at Montana ... 1:35 p.m.
Nov. 3
*Montana at Weber State ... 1:35 p.m.
*Montana State at Sacramento State.......cccoeveevecicccenee, 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 10
* Portland State at Montana State......ccccovvvvvivvcseccce 1:35 p.m.
Nov. 17
*Montana State at Montana ... 1:35 p.m.
Max Media
Aug. 30
Chadron State at Montana State.......ccoeevveicccccccicceee, 7:05 p.m.
Sept. 1
South Dakota at Montana ... 1:35 p.m.
Sept. 15
Stephen F. Austin at Montana State ..., 1:35 p.m.
Sept. 22
*Northern Colorado at Montana State.......cccevvvvvccnnnne 2:05 p.m.
Oct. 13
*Southern Utah at Montana ... 1:35 p.m.
Oct. 27
*North Dakota at Montana State ... 2:05 p.m.
NAU-TV/Fox Arizona Plus
Sept. 15
Fort Lewis at Northern Arizona......ccccceeeeeieieienenenieennnens 4:05 p.m.
Sept. 29
*Portland State at Northern Arizona.......cccceeeveeveciecccvenee, 2:05 p.m.
Oct. 20
*UC Davis at Northern ArizoNa.......eeeeeieeieneneneneeeseseneens 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 10
*Southern Utah at Northern Arizona........coceeveveciecccienee, 2:05 p.m.
Nov. 17
*Cal Poly at Northern Arizona ... 4:05 p.m.
KSBY (San Luis Obispo)
Sept. 22
*UC Davis at Cal POIY e 6:05 p.m.
Oct. 13
*Northern Colorado at Cal POIY...ccccveieiiicecececeeece e, 6:05 p.m.
Oct. 20
* Portland State at Cal POIY .o 6:05 p.m.
Nov. 10
*|daho State at Cal POIY ..o 6:05 p.m.
MidCo Sports Network
Aug. 30
South Dakota Mines at North Dakota ......ccceceevevveeeiicccienee. 7:05 p.m.
Sept. 8
Portland State at North Dakota (NC).....cccccveeieriiennirnnnine 6:05 p.m.
Sept. 29
*Cal Poly at North Dakota ... 6:05 p.m.
Oct. 13
*Northern Arizona at North Dakota.......ccceceieeieieieniisnnens 3:05 p.m.
Nov. 3

*Southern Utah at North Dakota ....cccccceceeiieccciciciceceeee 1:05 p.m.

SWX
Oct. 6
*North Dakota at Eastern Washington ........ccccceevvieecvenee. 5:05 p.m.
Oct. 20
*Sacramento State at Eastern Washington.......cccceeevvenna. 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 3
Cal Poly at Eastern Washington (NC)......ccccooeveveeveeeiecreenenne 1:35 p.m.
Nov. 10
*UC Davis at Eastern Washington .......ccccevvvvvesscceenen, 1:35 p.m.
Pac-12 Network
Aug. 30
Northern Colorado at Utah ... 5:15 p.m.
Northern Arizona at Arizona State ... 7:35 p.m.
Sept. 8
Eastern Washington at Washington State .......cccccoevvenee. 12:05 p.m.
Southern Utah at Cal™ ...c.cccoeeeevveeciceeee
Sacramento State at Colorado
BYU TV
Sept. 8
Weber State at Brigham YOUNg......ccooiriiiiciincnnne 1:05 p.m.
ESPN3
Aug. 30
Eastern Washington at 1daho ... 6:05 p.m.
Sacramento State at New Mexico State ..o, 6:05 p.m.
Sept. 8
Montana at Appalachian State ... 6:35 p.m.
FX
Sept. 15
Portland State at Washington ... 1:05
Comcast California
Nov. 17
*Sacramento State at UC DaVis ... 3:05 p.m.
TBA
Sept. 22
Idaho State at Nebraska ... TBA
Comcast Sports Net Northwest
Sept. 1
Carroll College at Portland State .......ccceceevvveevvcceceeies 5:05 p.m.
Sept. 22
*Southern Utah at Portland State......ccocooiveevecccccccee, 5:05 p.m.
Oct. 6
*Idaho State at Portland State ... 5:05 p.m.
Nov. 17
*Eastern Washington at Portland State ..o 1:05 p.m.
Altitude Sports & Entertainment
Aug. 30
Sacramento State at New Mexico State ..o, 6:05 p.m.
Sept. 8
Colorado Mesa at Northern Colorado......cccccceeieeenninnnniennne 1:35 p.m.
Sept. 15
Liberty at Montana ... 1:35 p.m.
KMYU (Utah)
Aug. 30
Southern Utah at Utah State ..., 6:05 p.m.

GAME TIMES LOCAL TO SITE/SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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ROOT

PLAYERS OoF THE WEEK

SEPT. 3
OFFENSE
DEFENSE
Sp.NTEAMS

SepT. 10
OFFENSE
DEFENSE
SpNTEAMS

SepT. 17
OFFENSE
DEFENSE
Sp.NTEAMS

SEPT. 24
OFFENSE
DEFENSE
SpNTEAMS

SKY IN THE
SAGARIN RATINGS

Here is a look at where the Big
Sky teams rank in this week’s Jeff
Sagarin Ratings. On the left is
their overall rank. On the right is
their rank amongst FCS Teams:

(Aug. 25)

Conference
12. Colonial .o 1
14. Southern.....cceeececcecceee, 2
15. Missouri Valley......cccccovevenennne 3
16. Big SKY oo
17. Southland
18. Ohio Valley ....ccccoovvvevviveicn 6
19. Patriot.....ccceveeeeeeeceeeeeeee 7

77.Montana ...,
101. Eastern Washington
112. Montana State......coceeeeneen.
122. Cal POlY oo
128. Southern Utah
130. Weber State ......ccccevvvvevennne

135. Northern Arizona ............... 27
145. Sacramento State
150. North Dakota ......cceeveeveevenee
152. UC DaViS .ooeeeeeeeeceeeeeeenn
157. Portland State ......ccccevenee.
199. Northern Colorado
212. Idaho State.....ccoeeeeveceeeenns

BIGS
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MONTANA STATE TOPS
PRESEASON POLLS

Two-time defending Big Sky Conference football co-champion Montana
State has been selected first by the media and the coaches in the 2012 pre-
season polls.

The polls were released Tuesday at the Summer Kickoff in Park City, Utah.

Rob Ash’s Montana State squad, which has gone 7-1in conference each of
the past two seasons and advanced to the playoffs, earned seven first-place
votes in the coaches’ poll and a total of 136 points. In the media poll, the Bob-
cats received 30 of 40 first-place votes and 502 total points.

Eastern Washington, the 2010 Division | National Champion, was selected
second in both polls, while perennial Football Championship Subdivision power
Montana was tabbed third. Portland State was selected fourth, while league
newcomer Cal Poly was selected fifth.

Eastern Washington garnered four first-place votes and 131 total points in
the coaches’ poll. In the media poll, the Eagles earned three first-place votes
and 453 total points.

Montana, under the direction of interim coach Mick Delaney, received five
first-place media votes and 442 total points. In the coaches’ poll, Montana gar-
nered 126 total points and one first-place vote.

The polls featured 13 teams for the first time. Southern Utah and North Da-
kota joined the league as full members on July 1. Cal Poly and UC Davis joined
as football affiliate members. All four teams played in the Great West Confer-
ence in 2011.

North Dakota was selected sixth by the media and 10th by coaches, while
Weber State was tabbed sixth by the coaches and seventh by the media.
Jerome Souers’ Northern Arizona Lumberjacks were selected seventh by the
coaches and ninth by the media. Southern Utah was eighth in both.

Sacramento State was voted ninth by the coaches and 10th by the media.
Idaho State was selected 11th by the coaches and 12th by the media. UC Da-
vis was tabbed 11th by the media and 12th by the coaches. Northern Colorado
rounded out both polls.

Montana State is slated to return seven starters on offense and nine on de-
fense. The Bobcat offense will be led by junior quarterback DeNarius McGhee,
the 2010 Big Sky Offensive MVP, and junior running back Cody Kirk. MSU’s de-
fense features returning All-American linebacker Jody Owens and All-American
senior defensive tackle Zach Minter.

Montana State is gunning for a third straight trip to the postseason The
Bobcats beat New Hampshire in a second-round game last season before fall-
ing to Sam Houston State in the quarterfinals.

Eastern Washington is led by All-American wide receiver Nicholas Edwards.
The Eagles should be bolstered by SMU transfer quarterback Kyle Padron.
EWU’s defense, which returns seven starters, is led by All-Conference corner-
back T.J. Lee lll and senior linebacker Zach Johnson.

Montana shared the conference title with Montana State in 2011, the Griz-
zlies’ 16th conference title in the last 19 seasons. Montana finished 11-3, falling to
Sam Houston State in the semifinals.

2012 Preseason Football Polls

Media Poll Coaches’ Poll
1. Montana State (30) 502 1. Montana State (7) 136
2. Eastern Washington (3) 453 2. Eastern Washington (4) 131
3. Montana (5) 442 3. Montana (1) 126
4. Portland State 334 4. Portland State 90
5. Cal Poly (1) 323 5. Cal Poly 86
6. North Dakota 295 6. Weber State 81
7. Weber State (1) 284 7. Northern Arizona 75
8. Southern Utah 258 8. Southern Utah (1) 74
9. Northern Arizona 242 9. Sacramento State 71
10. Sacramento State 191 10. North Dakota 68
11. UC Davis 135 1. Idaho State 31
12. Idaho State 15 12. UC Davis 30
13. Northern Colorado 63 13. Northern Colorado 14
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THE SPORTS NETWORK
ToP 25 B1G SKY TEAMS IN THE SPORTS NETWORK ToP 25
(2012 PRESEASON)
RK Scool Rec. Prs Team Pre.1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 Final
1. Sam Houston Srate (79) 0-0 3,108 MSU 4
2. Norrd Dakora State (59) 0-0 2,625 UM i
3. GrorelA Soutern (6) 0-0 5,49 EWU 12
4. Montana State (3) 0-0 3.0
5. James Maison (3) 0-0 2812
6. Apatacian State (1) 0-0 2800
7. Towson 0-0 2674 ’
8. O Domion 00 24 B1G SkKY TEAMS IN THE COACHES' PoLL
9. NormHern lowa 0-0 2,168
10, Worroro 00 2080 Team Pre. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 Final
1. Montana 0-0 2,018 MSU 4
12. Eastern WashiNGTON 0-0 1,897 UM 10
13, Younsstown State (1) 0-0 1,860 EWU 15
14 New HamspHire 0-0 1857
15 Detaware 0-0 1810
16.  LeweH 0-0 1514
17. Srony Brook 0-0 1,539
18 Exstewn Kexnucky G0 105 2011 BIG SKY CONFERENCE FOOTBALL STANDINGS
19, lwwors Srate 0-0 1052 BIG SKY GAMES ALL GAMES
20. Stepen F. Ausv 0-0 863 W L PCT. W L PCT.
2 Me 00 *Montana 7 1 875 1 3 786
2 o S 0o 05 @Montana State 7 1 875 10 3 769
S, 0o Portland State 5 3 625 7 4 636
25- HENW RANEAS 0o Eastern Washington 5 3 625 6 5 545
- TRARD ) Weber State 5 3 625 5 6 455
Northern Arizona 3 5 .375 4 7 364
FCS CoAcHES PoLL Sacramento State 3 5 375 4 7 364
(2012 PRESEASON) Idaho State 1 7 125 2 9 182
RK Scool Rec. Prs Northern Colorado 0 8 .000 O N .000
1. Nowr Dakora State (19) 0-0 640
2. S Housron Stare (6) 0-0 623 *Big Sky Champ Automatic Playoff bid. @Earned at-large playoff bid
3. Grorala Soutrern (1) 0-0 592
4. Montana State 0-0 540
5. APPALA(H\AN STATE 0’0 504 BIG SKY COACHING RECORDS
6. O Dovwon 0-0 410 Big Sky Games Overall Games*
. Nokrken lowa 0-0 466 Name, School Years W L Pct. WL Pct.
8. James Mapison 0-0 456 Jody Sears Weber State 1 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
9. TowsoN 0-0 454 Beau Baldwin, Eastern Washington* 5 23 9 719 33 16 673
10. Monama 0-0 425 Rob Ash, Montana State’ 6 28 12 799 39 20 .661
1 ’ L 00 7l Tim Walsh, Cal Poly 2 n 42 41 .506 65 57 533
Sl ’ Mike Kramer, Idaho State® 15 54 50 519 79 84 485
12 New Huvpstige 0-0 3] Jerome Souers, Northern Arizona 15 49 57 462 76 82  .481
13, WorrorD 0-0 32 Marshall Sperbeck, Sacramento State® 6 18 22  .450 24 32 429
14 DeLAWARE 0-0 294 Nigel Burton, Portland State 3 6 10 375 9 13 409
Earnest Collins, Northern Colorado® 2 (¢} 8 .000 0] n .000
15, Eastern WasHINGTON 0-0 248 Bob Biggs, UC Davis 7 1 0 0 000 0 0 000
16 Mune 0-0 25 Mick Delaney, Montana'® 1 0 0 .000 0O 0 .000
17, Srony Brook 0-0 228 Chris Mussman, North Dakota 8 1 0 0 .000 0 0 .000
18, Younastown Stare 0-0 184 Ed Lamb, Southern Utah? ) 1 (0] 0 .000 0 0 .000
19, Centra ARkansas 0-0 157 *Overall Games as a member of the Big Sky
20. Itumors StaTe 0-0 148 "Ash compiled a 176-99-5 record in 27 seasons as a head coach (18 at Drake, 9 at Juniata).
21 Eastern Kenrucky 0-0 17 2 Walsh coached 11 seasons at Portland State in the Big Sky. He has an overall coaching record of 134-98,
including a 17-16 record at Cal Poly.
22. Harvago 0-0 113 3Sperbeck was 109-53 in 15 seasons at Foothill College.
23, Norrotk State 0-0 72 4Baldwin went 10-3 in 1 season at Central Washington.
24 Srepren F. AusTiv 0-0 69 5 Kramer has previous coached in the Big Sky at EWU and MSU. This is his second season at ISU.
' ) ¢ Collins went 8-12 in two seasons at Alcorn State.
25. INoiana State 0-0 66 ’Biggs went 140-78-1 his first 19 years at UCD.
8Mussman went 23-20 his first four years at UND.
°Lamb went 21-23 his first four seasons at SUU.
© - Delaney went 7-9-1in two seasons at UM-Western.
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CAREER SINGLE-GAME

SUPERLATIVES

300-varD PassinG Gaws

Nave, Scrool No. Hict
Brab Sorensn, SUU 8 434
Kvie Papron, EWU 7 460
DeNarius McGee, MSU 5 402
Kewin Yost, ISU 3 508
(aARy GRossarT, NAU 3 355
SerH Loaro, NC 2 430
Mike Hoke, WSU 1 34
100-YARD RUSHING GAMES
Name, Scrool No. Hict
ZAcH Bauman, NAU 13 246
Cony Kirx, MSU 6 202
Deonte Wiams, CP 5 194
Orenzo Davs, MSU 5 160
Jake Miutee, UND 4 181
Muct Surron, UND 3 190
(C.J. Tuekerr, WSU 2 246
Tray Rosinson, MSU 2 154
Perer Nouven, UM 2 149
Josh Booker, WSU 2 121
Joroan Tautey, EWU 2 114
Maio Brown, EWU 2 104
Joroan Canpapa, UM 1 159
Dan Mooge, UM 1 116
(ARRETT Sarron, SAC 1 100
100-vARD RecevING GAMES
Name, Scrool No. Hict
Branpon Kaurman, EWU 8 140
Roprick Rumste, 1SU 7 210
NictoLas Epwiarps, EWU 7 192
(reG Harow, UND 4 177
Jace Dawis, NC 3 207
(ReG Hern, EWU 3 196
SHaypon Ketano, WSU 2 157
Justiv Monara, PSU 2 154
Evererr Giuserr, MSU 2 124
Tanner Biski, MSU 1 158
Luke Austi, 1SU 1 146
Nevi Lewss, PSU 1 143
AntHony Bovies, ISU 1 141
Cory Mircteut, EWU 1 132
ZAcH Bauman, NAU 1 126
Sam Grarron, UM 1 124
Morwis Norrise, SAC 1 122
Xnvian Jornson, WSU 1 118
Derek GRAVES, 1SU 1 114
Dominic Gunw, NC 1 103
CHris Mogris, NC 1 102
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AROUND THE BIG SKY

NEW-LOOK LEAGUE: The 50th season of Big Sky Conference football opens
on Thursday with a very different look. The league now consists of 13 foot-
ball-playing members, up from nine in 2011. Southern Utah and North Dakota
joined on July 1 as full members. Cal Poly and UC Davis joined as football-af-
filiate members. All four programs played the 2011 season in the Great West
Conference. Cal Poly and North Dakota shared the 2011 Great West Champi-
onship. North Dakota finished 8-3, closing the season with four consecutive
victories. Montana and Weber State both start the season with new coaches.
Mick Delaney enters his first season at Montana. He was named the interim
coach in the spring after Robin Pflugrad was dismissed after two seasons.
Weber State’s Jody Sears is an interim coach. He replaced John L. Smith,
who never coached a game for the Wildcats. Smith is now the head coach
at Arkansas. The Big Sky also welcomes Tim Walsh back to the league. The
Cal Poly head coach guided Portland State from 1993-2006, the final 11 as

a member of the Big Sky. Only the SEC with 14 members has more football
schools at the Division | level than the Big Sky. The MAC also has 13 football
members.

PLAYING UP: Big Sky Conference teams will play Football Championship
Subdivision teams 17 times this season, with eight of the matchups on the
opening weekend. Montana and Montana State are the lone Sky teams not
playing FBS teams this year. Eastern Washington, Idaho State, Northern
Arizona, Sacramento State, Southern Utah, and Weber State will each play
up twice. The Sky will have six matchups against Pac-12 teams, five against
the Mountain West, four against the WAC, and one each against the Big Ten
and an independent (BYU). Last season, the Big Sky amassed a 1-10 record
against FBS teams. Sacramento State stunned Oregon State 29-28 on the
opening weekend of the season. Southern Utah, which joined the Big Sky on
July 1, also earned an FBS team, drubbing UNLV 41-16 in Las Vegas. Idaho
State plays at Nebraska on Sept. 22. The Cornhuskers are currently the only
ranked team a Sky team will face. Nebraska is ranked 17th in the AP poll, and
16th in the USA Today Poll. Washington, Utah and BYU - all Big Sky oppo-
nents - are receiving votes in both polls.

THREE RANKED: Three Big Sky Conference teams begin the 2012 season
ranked in the Sports Network top 25. Montana State, which has shared the
regular-season championship each of the past two seasons, begins the sea-
son ranked fourth. The Bobcats closed the 2011 campaign ranked seventh.
Montana, which shared the 2011 regular-season title with Montana State and
advanced to the semifinals, is ranked 11th. UM closed the 2011 season ranked
third. Eastern Washington, the 2010 national champion, opens this season
ranked 12th. In the Coaches’ Poll, MSU is fourth, UM is 10th, and EWU is 15th.

Extra points: Portland State senior kicker Zach Brown enters the season with 60

made field goals, tops among active FCS kickers. He needs 16 to become the Big Sky’s
all-time leader...Northern Colorado and Cal Poly are the only two teams that will play
home games on natural grass this season. Southern Utah installed new turf during the
offseason, as did North Dakota, which plays in a dome...SUU QB Brad Sorensen, MSU
QB DeNarius McGhee, NAU RB Zach Bauman and ISU WR Rodrick Rumble are all on
the initial Walter Payton Award Watch List..NC LB Clarence Bumpas and MSU DT Zach
Minter are both on the Buck Buchanan Award Watch list...ISU head coach Mike Kramer
ranks fourth in Big Sky history with 79 wins. He needs one more to tie former UM coach
Bobby Hauck for third. NAU’s Jerome Souers is fifth with 76 wins. Cal Poly’s Tim Walsh
is sixth with 65. Kramer, Souers and Walsh also rank in the top six in conference wins.
Kramer has 54 conference wins, which is tied for second with UM’s Don Read. Souers is
fourth with 48 wins. Walsh, who won 42 conference games at Portland State, is sixth...
Montana State and Montana each added lights to their stadiums. Northern Colorado is
the lone team in the Big Sky without lights....Kramer, Souers and Walsh have combined
to coach 41 years in the league. The other 10 coaches have a combined 17 years experi-
ence as head coaches in the Big Sky...Montana is first amongst FCS teams in the pre-
season Sagarin Ratings. The Grizzlies are 77th overall. The Big Sky has six teams ranked

in the top 25, and 11 in the top 41. The Sky is rated fourth amongst FCS conferences.
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RETURNING STATISTICAL LEADERS

RUSHING Team Cl G Att Yds Avg TD Long Yds/G | ALLPURPOSE Team CIl G Rush Recv PR KR Yds AvglG
Zach Bauman NAU JR 11 271 1435 53 15 64 1305 | ZachBauman NAU JR 11 1435 352 0 0 1787 1625
Cody Kirk MSU JR 13 241 1351 56 14 72 1039 | CodyKirk MSU JR 13 1351 271 0 0 1622 1248
Josh Booker WSU JR 11 118 701 59 5 42 637 Rodrick Rumble 1SU SR 11 0 1348 0 0 1348 1225
C.J. Tuckett WSU SR 11 84 662 7.9 10 53  60.2 Nevin Lewis PSU SR 9 7 337 22 686 1052 116.9
Peter Nguyen UM SR 14 151 835 55 3 37 506 Greg Herd EWU SR 11 35 1022 0 227 1284 1167
N. Edwards EWU SR 11 0 1250 0 0 1250 1136
INTERCEPTIONS Team CI G Int Yds D Long Int/G
Donovan Henley 1SU SR 11 4 28 0 23 0.36 SCORING Team CI G D XPT FG 2XP Pts Pts/G
Devin Pugh WSU SO 10 3 35 0 33 0.30 N. Edwards EWU SR 1 19 0 0 2 16 105
Joel Sisler PSU SR 10 3 23 1 23 0.30 Zach Brown PSU SR 1 0 27 24 2 101 9.2
CameronFriend NC SR 10 3 2 0 15 0.30 ZachBauman ~ NAU JR 11 16 0 o 0 9% 87
Matt Hermanson UM SO 13 3 45 0 24 0.23 CodyKirk ~ MSU JR 13 14 0 0 0 8 65
Na'a Moeakiola MSU SO 13 3 15 0 12 0.23 Shaun McClain - WSU JR 10 0 38 9 0 60 60
PASSING AVG/IGAME Team Cl G At Cmp Int Pct. Yds TD Avg/G | SCORING(TDs) Team Cl G TD Rush Pass Ret PAT Pts Pts/G
Kevin Yost ISU SR 11 493 300 12 609 2073 15 2703 | N Edwards EWU SR 11 19 0 0 116 10.5
Cary Grossart NAU SR 11 299 197 7 659 2745 16 2495 | ZachBauman  NAU JR 11 16 15 10 0 96 87
Seth Lobato NC JR 10 365 199 10 545 2448 17 244 | CodyKirk MSU R 13 14 1400 0 84 65
Denarius McGhee ~ MSU JR 13 332 203 14 611 2799 24 2153 | - Tuckett WsU SR 11 10 1 0 0 0 60 55
Mike Hoke WSU SR 10 262 164 4 626 2080 19 2080 | RodrickRumble —ISU SR 11 9 0 9 0 0 54 49
Jordan Johnson UM JR 13 343 205 9 598 2400 21 1846 | L ipeonis Team O G FG FGA  Pet  FGIG
PASSEFFICIENCY Team Cl G At Cmp Int Pct Yds TD Eff. éf]‘;tfmc"lam \F;VSS% fFF; ]2) S"’ f; ggg g;g
Cary Grossart NAU SR 11 299 197 7 659 2745 16 156.0 Brendon Garcia SU JR 1 9 1 81.8 0'82
Mike Hoke WSU SR 10 262 164 4 626 2080 19 1502 | .- e NC R 1 9 14 643 082
Denarius McGhee MSU JR 13 332 203 14 611 2799 24 1474 cor
Jordan Johnson UM JR 13 343 205 9 598 2400 21 1335
Seth Lobato NC JR 10 365 199 10 545 2448 17 120.7 g:grngO%KmK) :,?Salj" fF'{ 161 ;?Tz‘; ;f; g;s g.tg/e
Dave Eden NC SO 1 2223 914 49 45
TOTAL OFFENSE Team CI G Rush Pass Plays Total Yds/G Brendon Garcia ISU SO 11 16-20 9-11 43 3.9
Kevin Yost ISU SR 1 -68 2973 610 2905 264.1 Jason Diniz SAC FR 11 26-28 3-8 35 3.2
Cary Grossart NAU SR 1 64 2745 378 2809 255.4 Josh Kealamakia WSU SO 11 7-8 0- 7 06
Seth Lobato NC JR 10 57 2448 454 2505 2505
Denarius McGhee MSU  JR 13 340 2799 422 3139 2415 FIELD GOALPCT Team Cl G FG  FGA Long Pct.
Jordan Johnson UM JR 13 506 2400 432 2906 2235 Zach Brown PSU SR 11 24 27 53 88.9
Mike Hoke WSU SR 10 136 2080 339 2216 2216 Brendon Garcia ISuU JR 1 9 1 46 81.8
Dave Eden NC R 11 9 14 42 64.3
PUNTRETURNAVG Team CI G Ret Yds TD Long Avg Shaun McClain WSU JR 10 9 17 45 52.9
T. Malenfant NAU SR 11 19 172 0 40 9.1
Kela Marciel WSuU JR 10 12 86 0 30 7.2 PAT KICKING PCT Team ClI G Made Att Pct.
Shawn Johnson MSU SO 13 18 125 0 26 6.9 Shaun McClain WSU JR 10 33 34 971
Dominic Gunn NC SR 11 12 52 0 15 43 Dave Eden NC JR 1 22 23 95.7
Zach Brown PSU SR 11 27 29 931
RECEPTIONS/GAME Team Cl G Rec Yds TD Long Avg/C Rec/G | Jason Diniz SAC SO 11 26 28 929
Rodrick Rumble ISU SR 11 112 1348 9 65 120 10.18
N. Edwards EWU SR 11 95 1250 19 59 132 8.64 TACKLES (All positions)
Greg Herd EWU SR 11 67 102 7 9 153 6.09 Player Team Cl G Pos Solo Ast Total Avg/G Sack
Justin Monahan PSU SR 11 52 707 6 57 13.6 473 Clarence Bumpas ~ NC JR 11 LB 56 89 145 132 1.0
Chris Morris NC SR 11 51 502 3 30 9.8 4.64 Anthony Morales WwsSu JR 11 LB 36 79 115 10.5 2.0
Ify Umodu NAU JR 11 50 667 4 58 133 455 Cameron Friend NC SR 10 LB 39 54 93 93 1.0
Todd Davis SAC JR M LB 47 49 9% 87 1.0
KICKRETURNAVG Team Cl G Ret Yds TD Long Avg Marcel Gibbons NC SR 11 DE 47 43 90 82 3.0
Dominic Gunn NC SR 11 28 724 1 94 259 Jody Owens MSU SR 13 LB 58 47 105 8.1 5.0
Nevin Lewis PSU SR 9 29 686 0 58 237 Ryan McMahon SAC SR 11 DB 47 39 8 78 1.0
Everett Gilbert MSU SR 13 22 490 0 50 223
Kris Parham WSU SR 9 25 533 0 40 21.3 SACKS Team Cl G Pos Solo Ast Yds Total Avg/G
Brad Daly MSU JR 12 DE 10 5 113 125 104
RECEIVE YDS/GAME Team CI G Rec Yds TD Long Avg/C  Yds/G | ZachMinter MSU SR 13 DT 6 3 4 75 0.58
Rodrick Rumble ISU SR 11 112 1348 9 65 120 1225 | C.Schreibeis MSU SR 13 DE 4 6 40 70 0.54
N. Edwards EWU SR 11 95 1250 19 59 13.2 113.6 Trevor Pletcher WSU SR 1 DE 5 3 32 6.5 0.59
Greg Herd EWU SR 11 67 1022 7 9% 153 92.9 Jerry Ceja EWU SR 10 DL 5 1 48 55 0.55
Shaydon Kehano WSU JR 11 43 883 8 83 205 80.3
TACKLES/LOSS Team CI G Pos Solo Ast Yds Total Avg/G
PUNTING Team CI G Punt Yds Long Avg Jody Owens MSU SR 13 LB 14 6 63 17.0 1.31
Jake Miller EWU SO 11 39 1726 59 443 lan Sluss PSU SR 10 LB 12 3 47 135 135
Rory Perez MSU JR 12 45 1839 64 409 Brad Daly MSU JR 12 DE 10 6 113 130  1.08
Thomas Duyndam PSU SR 11 43 1679 60  39.0 Marcel Gibbons NC SR 11 DE 12 0 42 120 109
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SID CoNTACT INFORMATION

UC Davis

Mike Robles ... (530) 752-3680
Cell-Phone .....cccooeevreenns (530) 979-1747
Press BOX ..cccocevvveeeieeniennne (530) 752-9367
E-mail...ccccceeenee. merobles@ucdavis.edu
CaL PoLy

Eric Burdick .....cccccevviuennen. (805) 756-6550
Cell-Phone .....ccccevveveveennne (805) 550-3427
Press BOX ..cccovvevievivenenns (805)756-6739
E-mail....ccccvviiinne. eburdick@calpoly.edu

EASTERN WASHINGTON
Dave Cook .(509) 359-6334
Cell-Phone (509) 280-2502
Press Box .. .(509) 359-6351

EMail oo dcook@ewu.edu

IpAHO STATE
Steve SchaacK.....coveene (208) 282-2621
Cell-Phone. .......... (208) 406-3570

Press BOX ..ccccoeveveeeieenienne (208) 282-2952
EMail oo schaste4@isu.edu
MoONTANA

Dave Guffey ....ccoevveuenens (406) 243-5402
Cell-Phone ..o (406) 370-9435
Press BOX ..cccoevvveeeieinienne (406) 243-4167
Email oo guffeydb@mso.umt.edu

MONTANA STATE

Bill Lamberty (406) 994-5133
Cell-Phone (406) 580-6786
Press BOX ...ccooeevninincenins (406) 994-6810
Email @msubobcats.com

St wymA f pt yf

Ryan Powell (701) 777-2986
Cell-Phone .....cccoveinrennien. (701) 213-5921
Press BOX ...ccoveveennne (701) 792.1501/1502
E-mail.....ryan.powell@athletics.und.edu

NORTHERN ARIZONA

Steve Shaff ... (928) 523-6792
Cell-Phone .....cccovoenrenenee. (928) 606-6628
Press BOX ..ccccocevveeeienniennns (928) 523-7729
Email o, steven.shaff@nau.edu

NORTHERN COLORADO

Heather Kennedy.............. (970) 351-1065
Press BOX ..ccoeeveveeveeeviennns (970) 351-1995
Email ............ heather.kennedy@unco.edu

PORTLAND STATE
Mike Lund.. (503) 725-5602
(503) 866-0236

lundm@pdx.edu

SACRAMENTO STATE
Brian Berger......ccccvvvennene. (916) 278-4313

Cell-Phone ..... ..(916) 397-4325
Press BOX ..o (916) 278-5995
Email oo bwberger@csus.edu

SouTHERN UTAH

Neil Gardner ... (435) 586-7753
Cell-Phone .....ccoveievninnns (435) 559-0275
Press BOX ....ccccccevvveevevennane. (435) 586-5447
E-mail..ccceiieeeine gardner@suu.edu
WEBER STATE

Paul Grua.....cceovenennnens (801) 626-7414
Cell-Phone ..... ... (801) 452-3811
Press BOX ....ccocoevveveveveenenne (801) 626-6588

Email o pgrua@weber.edu

Bic Sky CONFERENCE
Jon Kasper
Cell-Phone: ....
Email j

(801) 392-1978 x-16
...... (801) 866-3664
skyconference.org

GAME PREVIEWS

NORTHERN COLORADO
AT UTAH

Thursday, Aug, 30, 5:15 p.m.
Salt Lake City, Utah
Rice-Eccles Stadium

(45,027 Fieldturf)
TV: Pac-12 Network

Series History: First Meeting.

Coaches: Northern Colorado’s
Earnest Collins Jr. is O-11 entering
his second season at his alma ma-
ter. Collins Jr. is 8-23 entering his
fourth season as a head coach...
Utah’s Kyle Wittingham is 66-25 in
his eighth season

Notes: This is Northern Colorado’s
first game against a Pac-12 mem-
ber..Utah is entering its second
season in the Pac-12. The Utes fin-
ished the 2011 season 8-5 and won
the Sun Bowl...Northern Colorado
is seeking its first win since top-
ping Portland State 35-30 to close
out the 2010 season...Northern
Colorado returns junior linebacker
Clarence Bumpas, who led the Big
Sky with 145 total tackles in 20T11...
QB Seth Lobato also returns. He
threw for 2,448 yards last season...
Since joining the Big Sky in 2006,
Northern Colorado is O-5 against
FBS teams, losing to Hawai’l, Pur-
due, Kansas, Michigan State and
Colorado State..Wittingham is 3-0
against Big Sky teams. The Utes
beat Northern Arizona in 2006,
Weber State in 2008 and Montana
State in 2011....Utah is rated 29th
in the Sagarin Ratings. Northern
Colorado is 199.

SACRAMENTO STATE
AT NEw MEXxico STATE

Thursday, Aug, 30, 6:05 p.m.
Las Cruces, New Mexico
Aggie Memorial Stadium
(30,343 Hybrid Bremuda)

TV: Altitude
Internet: ESPN3

Series History: First Meeting

Coaches: Sacramento State’s
Marshall Sperbeck is 24-32 enter-
ing his sixth season... New Mexico
State’s DeWayne Walker is 9-29
entering his fourth season. He
went O-1in as the interim coach
at UCLA in 2007, losing the Las
Vegas Bowl.

Notes: Sacramento State opened
the 2010 season with a shocking
29-28 victory at Oregon State of
the Pac-12...It was Sacramento
State’s first victory over an FBS
team...New Mexico State finished
the 2011 season 4-9, but lost its
final three games...Sacramento
State takes on Colorado of the
Pac-12 next week, marking the
first time since 2007 that the Hor-
nets have played two FBS teams
in the same season...New Mexico
State went 2-4 at home last sea-
son. Sacramento State went 2-4
on the road last season....Sac-
ramento State is 2-3 in openers
under Sperbeck...The game will be
televised live on Altitude, and also
available on ESPN3...New Mexico
State was picked to finish eighth
in the nine-team WAC by the
media and coaches...Sacramento
State is rated 145 in the Sagarin.
New Mexico State is 151.
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GAME PREVIEWS

SOUTHERN UTAH
AT UTAH STATE

Thursday, Aug. 30, 6:05 p.m.
Logan, Utah
Romney Stadium
25,513 SprinTurf
TV: KMYU (Utah)

Series History: Utah State leads
2-0.

Last Meeting: Utah State beat
Southern Utah 53-34 in 2009.

Coaches: Southern Utah’s Ed
Lamb is 21-23 entering his fifth
season with the Thunderbirds...
Utah State’s Gary Anderson is 15-
22 entering his fourth season with
the Aggies. Anderson was South-
ern Utah’s head coach in 2003,
finishing with a 4-7 overall record.
Anderson was an assistant coach
at Southern Utah from 1997-2003.
He also served as an assistant at
Idaho State and Northern Arizona
in the Big Sky.

Notes: Southern Utah officially
joined the Big Sky Conference on
July 1. The Thunderbirds are com-
ing off back-to-back 6-5 seasons.
Southern Utah’s 2011 campaign
included a 41-16 victory over UNLV
of the Mountain West Confer-
ence...Utah State is coming off a
7-6 season in which it advanced
to a bowl game for the first time
since 1997..Southern Utah QB
Brad Sorensen has completed 549
passes for 6,306 yards with 38
touchdown passes the past two
seasons. He is a candidate for the
Walter Payton Award, and was
named the Big Sky preseason Of-
fensive MVP..SUU has a Sagarin
rating of 128. Utah State is 94.

Azusa PAcIFiCc
AT UC DAvis

Thursday, Aug, 30, 6:05 p.m.
Davis, Calif.
Aggie Stadium
(10,849, Sportexe Turf)
Big Sky TV

Series History: First Meeting.

The Coaches: Bob Biggs of UC
Davis is entering his 20th and final
season as the head coach. He has
compiled a 140-78-1 record. This
is his 35th season on the Aggies’
staff. He has announced this will
be his final season...Victor Santa
Cruz of Azusa Pacific is 29-25 en-
tering his seventh season.

Notes: UC Davis joined the Big
Sky as an affiliate football member
on July 1..The Aggies finished 4-7
last season, just the third losing
season under Biggs. Azusa Pa-
cific is in its first season of transi-
tioning from NAIA to Division Il
Azusa Pacific finished 9-3 in 2011,
falling in the quarterfinals of the
NAIA playoffs to Carroll College
of Helena, Mont...UC Davis QB
Randy Wright threw for 2,250
yards with 14 touchdowns and
six interceptions in 2011...0Oppo-
nents outscored the Aggies 90-31
in the first quarter of games in
2011...Azusa Pacific QB John van
den Raadt rushed for 1,200 yards
and 16 touchdowns, and threw
for 1,875 and 19 touchdowns in
2011. Azusa Pacific averaged 45.6
points per game in 2011.
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Warter Pavion Award

Warc List
Zach Bauman, RB, Northern Arizona
Shakir Bell, RB, Indiana State
Eric Breitenstein, FB, Wofford
(asey Brockman, QB, Murray State
Jordan Brown, RB, Bryant
Jamaine Cook, RB, Youngstown State
Matt Denham, Eastern Kentucky
Timothy Flanders, RB, Sam Houston State
Taylor Heineke, QB, Old Dominion
Kurt Hess, OB, Youngstown State
Jeff Mathews, OB, Cornell
Miguel Maysomet, RB, Stony Brook
DeNarius McGhee, OB, Montana State
Aaron Mellette, WR, Elon
Andrew Pierce, RB, Delaware
Rodrick Rumble, WR, Idaho State
Richard Sincere, AP, Sam Houston State
Brad Sorensen, OB, Southern Utah
Ryan Spadola, WR, Lehigh
Terrance West, RB, Towson

Buck Bucnanan Awarp

Warch List
Malcolm Bronson, S, McNeese State
(larence Bumpas, LB, Northern Colorado
Wes Dothard, LB, Chattanooga
Matt Evans, LB, New Hampshire
Willie Jefferson, DE, Stephen F. Austin
Jeremy Kimbrough, LB, Appalachian State
Joseph LeBeau, DE, Jackson State
Demetrius McCray, (B, Appalachian State
Zach Minter, DT, Montana State
Ben Obaseki, DE, Indiana State
Blake Oliaro, DE, San Diego
Blake Peiffer, LB, Southeast Missouri State
Keith Pough, LB, Howard
Kejuan Riley, S, Alabama State
Derek Rose, LB, Northwestern State
Brent Russell, NT, Georgia Southem
Tyler Starr, LB, South Dakota
Darnell Taylor, S, Sam Houston State
B.W. Webb, (B, William & Mary
Marcus Williams, (B, North Dakota State
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GAME PREVIEWS

#12 EASTERN WASHINGTON
AT IbAHO

Thursday, Aug. 30, 6:05 p.m.
Moscow, Idaho
Kibbie Dome
(16,000 Real Grass Pro)
Internet: ESPN3

Series History: Idaho Leads 15-5.

Last Meeting: Eastern Washington
beat the Vandals 8-5 in 2003.

The Coaches: Eastern Washing-
ton’s Beau Baldwin is 33-16 enter-
ing his fifth season. He is 43-19
entering his sixth season as a head
coach...lIdaho’s Robb Akey is 19-43
entering his sixth season. Akey
played at Weber State, and was
an assistant at Weber State and
Northern Arizona in the Big Sky.

Notes: Since Idaho left the Big Sky
in 1996, EWU and Idaho have met
five teams with the Vandals win-
ning three. EWU beat |daho 24-21
in 1997 in Spokane...Idaho is com-
ing off a 2-10 season..EWU’s wide
receiving trio of Nicholas Edwards,
Brandon Kaufman and Greg Herd
have combined for 404 catches
for 5,451 yards with 56 touch-
downs in their careers..EWU will
start SMU transfer Kyle Padron at
QB. Padron threw for 5,902 yards
during his career at SMU...EWU
closed the 2011 season by winning
six of its last seven after opening
with four straight losses...EWU is
ranked 101 in the Sagarin, ninth in
the FCS...Idaho has a Sagarin Rat-
ing of 121.

CHADRON STATE
AT #4 MONTANA STATE

Thursday, Aug. 30, 7:05 p.m.
Bozeman, Mont.
Bobcat Stadium

(17,777 FieldTurf)
TV: Max Media Montana
Internet: Big Sky TV

Series History: Montana State
leads 2-1.

Last Meeting: Current New Eng-
land Patriot Danny Woodhead
rushed for 215 yards and two
touchdowns to lead Chadron
State to a 35-24 upset of Montana
State in 2006 in Bozeman.

The Coaches: Montana State’s
Rob Ash is 39-20 entering his
sixth season with the Bobcats.
He is 215-119-5 entering his 33rd
season as a head coach...Chad-
ron State’s Jay Long is entering
his first season at his alma mater.
Long went 15-15 in three seasons
as the head coach at Black Hills
State in Spearfish, S.D.

Notes: This will be the first night
game in Bobcat Stadium history.
Lights were installed late last
season...Montana State has been
picked by the coaches and media
to win the Big Sky regular-season
title....Division Il Chadron State
was picked to finish third in the
preseason Rocky Mountain Ath-
letic Conference. Chadron State is
located in Chadron, Neb...Montana
State is 2-3 in openers under Ash.
All three losses have come on the
road to FBS teams...MSU junior QB
DeNarius McGhee has thrown for
5,962 yards with 47 touchdown
passes and 20 interceptions.

SouTtH DAkoTA MINES
AT NorTH DAKOTA

Thursday, Aug. 30, 7:05 p.m.
Grand Forks, N.D.
Alerus Center
(12,283 AstroTurf Magic Carpet)
TV: MidCo Sports Network
Internet: Big Sky TV

Series History: First Meeting

The Coaches: North Dakota’s
Chris Mussman is 23-20 in his
fourth season...Stacy Collins is in
his first season as the head coach
at South Dakota Mines. Collins
served as Portland State’s assis-
tant head coach and special teams
coordinator in 2011.

Notes: North Dakota officially
joined the Big Sky Conference

on July 1. North Dakota closed
the 2011 season with four straight
victories en route to an 8-3 cam-
paign...North Dakota went 5-1 at
home last season...South Dakota
Mines is a Division Il Independent
school located in Rapid City..UND
is slated to return nine offensive
starters and five defensive starters
from last season...South Dakota
Mines allowed an averaged of
40.3 points per game in 2011. The
Hardrockers finished last season
1-10, including an 0-6 mark away
from home.



NORTHERN ARIZONA
AT ARIZONA STATE

Thursday, Aug. 30, 7:35 p.m.
Tempe, Ariz.
Sun Devil Stadium
(72,955, Natural Grass)
TV: Pac-12 Network

Series History: Arizona State
leads 20-14-4.

Last Meeting: Arizona State beat
Northern Arizona 41-20 in 2010.
Zach Bauman rushed for 56 yards
and a touchdown in the loss.

The Coaches: Northern Arizona’s
Jerome Souers is 76-82 entering
his 15th season with the Lumber-
jacks..Todd Graham is in his first
season at Arizona State. He has a
combined coaching record of 49-
29 in six seasons at Rice (2006),
Tulsa (2007-10), and Pittsburgh
201).

Notes: Northern Arizona closed
2011 with losses to Weber State
and Southern Utah...Arizona State
finished the 2011 season 6-7, falling
to Boise State in the Maaco Bowl
in Las Vegas...Northern Arizona
junior running back Zach Bauman
enters this season with 2,494 ca-
reer rushing yards...The game will
be televised on the Pac-12 Net-
work...Arizona State was picked
by the media to finish second
behind UCS in the Pac-12 South
Division...The teams first played in
1915...Arizona State has a Sagarin
Rating of 32. Northern Arizona’s
is 135.

GAME PREVIEWS

. G

IDAHO STATE
AT AIR FORCE

Saturday, Sept. 1, 12:05 p.m.
Colorado Springs, Colo.
Falcon Stadium
(52,480, FieldTurf)

The Series: |ldaho State leads 13-7.

Last Meeting: Idaho State beat Air
Force 13-7 in 1956.

The Coaches: Idaho State’s Mike
Kramer is 2-9 entering his second
season with the Bengals. He is 79-
84 entering his 15th season as a
head coach in the Big Sky Confer-
ence...Air Force’s Troy Calhoun 41-
24 entering his sixth season with
the Falcons.

Notes: Idaho State enters the 2012
season looking to snap a 33-game
road losing streak. The Bengals
haven’t won on the road since

the 2006 season...Air Force was
picked by the media to finish sixth
in the 10-team Mountain West
Conference...Air Force finished the
2011 season 7-6, falling to Toledo
in the Military Bowl...Air Force
finished third in the FBS in rushing
offense in 2011, averaging 314.77
yards per game...|daho State was
last in the Big Sky in rush defense,
allowing 249.3 yards per game

in 2011...Idaho State returns se-
nior All-American wide receiver
Rodrick Rumble, who caught a
single-season league record 112
passes for 1,348 yards and nine
touchdowns as a junior...Air Force
has a Sagarin Rating of 54. Idaho
State is at 212.
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SouTH DAkoTA
AT #11 MONTANA

Saturday, Sept. 1, 1:35 p.m.
Missoula, Mont.
Washington-Grizzly Stadium
(25,217 SprinTurf)

TV: Max Media Montana
Internet: Big Sky TV

The Series: Montana leads 9-6.

Last Meeting: Montana beat South
Dakota 45-13 to open the 1999
season in Missoula.

The Coaches: Montana’s Mick
Delaney is in his first season. He
compiled a 7-9-1 record in two
seasons as the head coach at UM-
Western from 1991-92...Joe Glenn,
who recorded a 39-6 record as
the head coach at Montana from
2000-02, is in his first season at
South Dakota...Glenn has an over-
all coaching record of 188-100-1.
He went 98-35 with two Division Il
national titles at Northern Colo-
rado. He was 30-41 from 2003-08
at Wyoming.

Notes: Montana enters the 201
season with an overall record of
171-21 at Washington-Grizzly Sta-
dium since it opened in 1986...Joe
Glenn won 24 of 26 games at
WGS when he coached Montana...
Delaney was named the perma-
nent coach of the Grizzlies in July.
He replaced Robin Pflugrad as the
interim coach in March...South Da-
kota went 6-5 in 2011, including a
30-17 win over then-No. 1 Eastern
Washington....Montana hasn’t had
a losing season since 1985...UM
has a Sagarin rating of 77. South
Dakota’s Sagarin is 154...Glenn was
also an assistant at UM in the early
80s.
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SAN DieGco
AT CAL PoLy

Saturday, Sept. 1, 4:05 p.m.
San Luis Obispo, Calif.
Alex G. Spanos Stadium
(11,075 Natural Grass)
Big Sky TV

Series History: Cal Poly leads 1-0.

Last Meeting: Cal Poly beat San
Diego 36-14 in 1959.

The Coaches: Cal Poly’s Tim
Walsh is 17-16 entering his fourth
season with the Mustangs. He is
134-98 in 21 seasons as a head
coach...San Diego’s Ron Caragher
is 36-19 entering his sixth season.

Notes: Cal Poly joined the Big Sky
as an affiliate-football member on
July 1. The Mustangs have enjoyed
back-to-back winning seasons,
including a 6-5 mark in 2011..The
Mustangs return starting QB
Andre Broadous, who rushed for
646 yards and 18 touchdowns, and
threw for 1,235 yards with nine
touchdowns and one intercep-
tion last season...San Diego went
9-2 in 2011, losing to UC Davis and
Campbell...San Diego QB Mason
Mills threw for 2,370 yards and 22
touchdowns last season, complet-
ing 61.7 percent of his passes...Cal
Poly finished seventh in the nation
in rushing offense in 2011, averag-
ing 255.09 yards per game...Cal
Poly has a Sagarin Rating of 122.
San Diego has a Sagarin Rating

of 193. San Diego is an FCS team
which plays in the Pioneer League.
The Pioneer league champion will
receive an automatic bid to the
playoffs for the first time in 2013.

CARROLL COLLEGE
AT PORTLAND STATE

Saturday, Sept. 1
Portland, Ore.
JELD-WEN Field
(18,627, FieldTurf)

TV: Comcast Sports Net NW
Internet: Big Sky TV

Series History: First Meeting

The Coaches: Portland State’s
Nigel Burton is 9-13 entering his
third season...Mike Van Diest of
Carroll College is 158-22 in his
14th season with Carroll College.
He has guided the Saints to 12
consecutive NAIA playoff appear-
ances, six national championships,
and two runner-up appearances.

Notes: Portland State went from
2-9 in Burton’s first season to 7-4
last year..The Vikings have led
the Big Sky in rushing each of
the past two seasons...Portland
State returns All-American kicker
Zach Brown...The Vikings won
their opener in 2011 52-0 over
Southern Oregon...Carroll College
is an NAIA school from Helena,
Mont. The Saints compete in the
Frontier Conference...Carroll went
13-2 in 2011, losing in the national
championship game..Van Diest
has guided Carroll to national
titles from 2002-05, 2007 and
2010...Carroll College opened its
season last Friday with a 31-6 win
over Frontier Conference rival
MSU-Northern. Carroll College RB
Chance Demarais is the reigning
NAIA Player of the Year.

WEBER STATE
AT FRESNO STATE

Saturday, Sept. 1, 7:05 p.m.
Fresno, Calif.
Bulldog Stadium
(41,031, FieldTurf)

Series History: Fresno State leads
3-0.

Last Meeting: Fresno State beat
Weber State 55-17 in 2005 in
Fresno.

The Coaches: Jody Sears is in his
first season as the head coach.
He was named the interim coach
in April after John L. Smith left
to take the head job at Arkan-
sas...Fresno State’s Tim DeRuyter
is entering his first season.

Notes: Weber State begins its

51st season of football as a four-
year institution..WSU running
back C.J. Tuckett rushed for 465
yards and eight touchdowns in

his final two games of the 2011
season...Fresno State was picked
to finish third by the coaches and
media in the nine-team WAC...
Fresno State finished 4-9 in 20T11...
Fresno State and Weber State first
played in 1978, a 55-14 Bulldog
win. The teams also met in 1982

in Fresno, a 25-9 Bulldog win...
Weber State has a Sagarin Rating
of 130. Fresno’s is 83..Weber State
returns QB Mike Hoke, who threw
19 touchdowns and four intercep-
tions in 2011.



UC Davis (0-0, 0-0)

TEAM-BY-TEAM SCHEDULES

@G

Montana (0-0, 0-0)

B1G SKY FOOTBALL - AUGUST 27, 2012

Date Team Time
8/30 Azusa Pacific 6:05
9/8 at San Jose State 5:05
9/15 at South Dakota State 2:05
9/22 *at Cal Poly 6:05
9/29 *Weber State 6:05
10/6 *Montana State 4:05
10/13 *at ldaho State 4:05
10/20 *at Northern Arizona 4:05
10/27 *Portland State 2:05
11/10 *at Eastern Washington 1:35
1/17 *Sacramento State 3:05
Cal Poly (0-0, 0-0) cATXPOLY

MUSTANGS
Date Team Time
9/1 San Diego 4:05
9/15 at Wyoming 4:05
9/22 *UC Davis 6:05
9/29 *at North Dakota 6:05
10/5 *at Weber State 6:05
10/13 *Northern Colorado 6:05
10/20 *Portland State 6:05
10/27 *at Sacramento State 6:05
11/3 at E. Washington (NC) 1:35
11/10 *Idaho State 6:05
1/17 *at Northern Arizona 4:05
Eastern Washington (0-0, O-O) Y

-

Date Team mg Time
9/1 at Idaho 6:05
9/8 at Washington State 12:05
9/22 *at Weber State 6:05
9/29 *Montana 4:05
10/6 *North Dakota 5:05
10/13 *at Montana State 1:35
10/20 *Sacramento State 4:05
10/27 *at Southern Utah 1:05
11/3 Cal Poly (NC) 1:35
11/10 *UC Davis 1:35
1/17 *at Portland State 1:05
Idaho State (0-0, 0-0) IDAHE
Date Team Time
9/1 at Air Force 12:05
9/8 Black Hills State 4:05
9/22 Nebraska TBA
9/29 *Sacramento State 1:35
10/6 *at Portland State 5:05
10/13 *UC Davis 4:05
10/20 *at Northern Colorado 1:35
10/27 *at Montana 1:35
11/3 *Northern Arizona 4:05
11/10 *at Cal Poly 6:05
1/17 *Weber State 4:05

Date Team Time
9/1 South Dakota 1:35
9/8 at Appalachian State 6:35
9/15 Liberty 1:35
9/22 *Northern Arizona 1:35
9/29 *at Eastern Washington 4:05
10/6 *at Northern Colorado 1:35
10/13 *Southern Utah 1:35
10/20 *at North Dakota 2:35
10/27 *ldaho State 1:35
1/3 *at Weber State 1:35
1/17 *Montana State 1:35
Montana State (0-0, 0-0) Z

Date Team - Time
8/30 Chadron State 7:05
9/8 at Drake 6:05
9/15 Stephen F. Austin 1:35
9/22 *Northern Colorado 2:05
9/29 *at Southern Utah 1:35
10/6 *at UC Davis 4:05
10/13 *Eastern Washington 1:35
10/27 *North Dakota 2:05
1/3 *at Sacramento State 4:05
11/10 *Portland State 1:35
1/17 *at Montana 1:35
North Dakota (0-0, 0-0) mﬁ

Date Team Time
8/30 South Dakota Mines 7:05
9/8 Portland State (NC) 6:05
9/15 at San Diego State 5:05
9/22 *at Sacramento State 6:05
9/29 *Cal Poly 6:05
10/6 *at Eastern Washington 5:05
10/13 *Northern Arizona 3:05
10/20 *Montana 2:35
10/27 *at Montana State 2:05
11/3 *Southern Utah 1:05
1/17 *at Northern Colorado 12:05



BIG SKY FOOTBALL - AUGUST 27,2012

TEAM-BY-TEAM SCHEDULES

Northern Arizona (0-0, 0-0) %

Date Team Time
8/30 at Arizona State 7:35

9/8 at UNLV 7:05
9/15 Fort Lewis 4:05
9/22 *at Montana 1:35

9/29 *Portland State 2:05
10/13 *at North Dakota 3:05
10/20 *UC Davis 4:05
10/27 *at Northern Colorado 1:35

1/3 *at Idaho State 4:05
11/10 *Southern Utah 2:05
1/17 *Cal Poly 4:05

Northern Colorado (0-0, 0-0) m

COLORADO ~

Date Team Time
8/30 at Utah 5:15
9/8 Colorado, Mesa 1:35
9/15 at Sacramento State (NC) 2:05
9/22 *at Montana State 2:05
10/6 Montana 1:35
10/13 *at Cal Poly 6:05
10/20 *ldaho State 1:35
10/27 *Northern Arizona 1:35
1/3 *at Portland State 1:05
11/10 *at Weber State 1:35
1/17 *North Dakota 12:05
Portland State (0-0, 0-0) ﬁ

Date Team Time
9/1 Carroll College 5:05
9/8 at North Dakota (NC) 6:05
9/15 at Washington 1:05
9/22 *Southern Utah 5:05
9/29 *at Northern Arizona 2:05
10/6 *ldaho State 5:05
10/20 *at Cal Poly 6:05
10/27 *at UC Davis 2:05
11/3 *Northern Colorado 1:05
11/10 *at Montana State 1:35
1/17 *Eastern Washington 1:05

Sacramento State (0-0, 0-0) (al
ffSﬂ’)

Date Team Time
8/30 at New Mexico State 6:05
9/8 at Colorado 1:05
9/15 Northern Colorado (NC) 2:05
9/22 *North Dakota 6:05
9/29 *at Idaho State 1:35
10/6 *at Southern Utah 1:.05
10/13 *Weber State 6:05
10/20 *at Eastern Washington 4:05
10/27 *Cal Poly 6:05
11/3 *Montana State 4:05
1/17 *at UC Davis 3:05
Southern Utah (0-0, 0-0)

Date Team Time
8/30 at Utah State 6:05
9/8 at Cal 12:05
9/15 New Mexico Highlands 6:05
9/22 *at Portland State 5:05
9/29 *Montana State 1:35
10/6 *Sacramento State 1:05
10/13 *at Montana 1:35
10/20 *Weber State 1:05
10/27 *Eastern Washington 1:05
1/3 *at North Dakota 1:05
11/10 *at Northern Arizona 2:05
Weber State (0-0, 0-0)

Date Team Time
9/1 at Fresno State 7:05
9/8 at Brigham Young 1.05
9/15 McNeese State 6:05
9/22 *Eastern Washington 6:05
9/29 *at UC Davis 6:05
10/5 *Cal Poly 6:05
10/13 *at Sacramento State 6:05
10/20 *at Southern Utah 1:05
11/3 *Montana 1:35
11/10 *Northern Colorado 1:35
1/17 *at Idaho State 4:05

*Big Sky Conference Game
All Times are Local to Site/Subjec to Change
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2012 COMPOSITE SCHEDULE

Thursday, Aug. 30

Northern Colorado at Utah ... 5:15
Sacramento State at New Mexico State ... 6:05
Southern Utah at Utah State ... 6:05
Azusa Pacific at UC DaViS....cvcceeiiiceeeeeceeeseeeiens 6:05
Eastern Washington at Idaho ... 6:05
Chadron State at Montana State.......ococceveeevecceiiinns 7:05
South Dakota Mines at North Dakota ......ccccceveveevinenene 7:05
Northern Arizona at Arizona State ... 7:35

Saturday, Sept. 1
Idaho State at Air FOIrCe .. 12:05

South Dakota at Montana ... 1:35
San Diego at Cal POlY ... 4:05
Carroll College at Portland State......ccoceevveeevecceiiinns 5:05
Weber State at Fresno State ... 7:05
Saturday, Sept. 8

Eastern Washington at Washington State................... 12:05
Southern Utah at Cal .
Sacramento State at Colorado ... 1:05
Weber State at Brigham YouNg.....ccccoovevveevcccieieicee 1:.05
Colorado Mesa at Northern Colorado.......ccceveveceenennee. 1:35
Black Hills State at Idaho State ... 4:05
UC Davis at San Jose State ... 5:05
Montana State at Drake ....6:05
Portland State at North Dakota (NC).....ccecevivvecveeeene 6:05
Montana at Appalachian State ..o, 6:35
Northern Arizona at UNLV ..o 7:35
Saturday, Sept. 15

Portland State at Washington.......ccccveveeccciececennen, 1:.05
Stephen F. Austin at Montana State ... 1:35
Liberty at Montana ... 1:35
UC Davis at South Dakota State ...2:05
Northern Colorado at Sacramento State (NC)........... 2:05
Fort Lewis at Northern Arizona......cccceevvveveieneveveseenens 4:.05
Cal Poly at Wyoming ...4:05
North Dakota at San Diego State......cccevvevcvvvccviinns 5:05
McNeese State at Weber State.....ocvevviicevvecciiienns 6:05
New Mexico Highlands at Southern Utah .................... 6:05
Saturday, Sept. 22

*Northern Arizona at Montana......ccceceeevvevccececennne, 1:35
*Northern Colorado at Montana State.......cccceeeeeviienne 2:05
*Southern Utah at Portland State......ccocovveiviicciiens 5:05
*UC Davis at Cal POIY ... 6:05
*North Dakota at Sacramento State......ccococeevvvvecviinnns 6:05
*Eastern Washington at Weber State ......ccccevvvvevvenne 6:05
Idaho State at Nebraska ... TBA
Saturday, Sept. 29

*Sacramento State at Idaho State......ccccvviveviccieenee. 1:35
*Montana State at Southern Utah.......cccoveinicinens 2:05
*Portland State at Northern Arizona.... ...2:05
*Montana at Eastern Washington.......cccceeveeccciiienne 4:05
*Cal Poly at North Dakota .....ccccocvevvevccesececececeesenns 6:05
*Weber State at UC DaViS....ecececeeeceececeeeceeeeeenes 6:05

Friday, Oct. 5
*Cal Poly at Weber State ... 6:05

Saturday, Oct. 6

*Montana at Northern Colorado ......eecevvvvvveciececee 1:35
*Montana State at UC DavVviS....eeeeecceececececeeeeeee, 4:05
*Idaho State at Portland State......ccccoveeiicecceccciiinns 5:05
*North Dakota at Eastern Washington.... ...5:05
*Sacramento State at Southern Utah......cccoveveeeneen, 6:05
Saturday, Oct. 13

*Eastern Washington at Montana State ..o 1:35
*Southern Utah at Montana ...,

*Northern Arizona at North Dakota...

*UC Davis at Idaho State......cccevvvveneee

*Weber State at Sacramento State....

*Northern Colorado at Cal POlY...eieiieccceceieee 6:05
Saturday, Oct. 20

*Weber State at Southern Utah......ccccoeeevvivciccceceee, 1:05
*ldaho State at Northern Colorado......ccccevvvevecvcceinennne 1:35
*Montana at North Dakota .....ccccevvvcvcieecececce e 2:35
*UC Davis at Northern Arizona ...4:05
*Sacramento State at Eastern Washington................. 4:05
*Portland State at Cal POly....ccooieiveveseeceeeee 6:05
Saturday, Oct. 27

*Eastern Washington at Southern Utah ........c.ccccou.e. 1:.05
*Northern Arizona at Northern Colorado.........ccccu...... 1:35
*Idaho State at MonNtana ... 1:35
*North Dakota at Montana State.......ccoccevveveeccciiienns 2:05
*Portland State at UC DavViS....ccveevevecesiveiececeesenns 2:05
*Cal Poly at Sacramento State.....ccocvveevvccnevccises 6:05
Saturday, Nov. 3

*Northern Colorado at Portland State.....cccccevveevenenee. 1:05
*Southern Utah at North Dakota......cccceecevveeeeeiececienee 1:05
*Montana at Weber State ... 1:35
Cal Poly at Eastern Washington (NC).....ccceevvvvivveenne. 1:35
*Montana State at Sacramento State......ccocvvvveenn, 4:.05
*Northern Arizona at Idaho State.......cccceeviivevecienaen, 4:05
Saturday, Nov. 10

*UC Davis at Eastern Washington ..., 1:35
*Portland State at Montana State......cceevvvvieeececenn, 1:35
*Northern Colorado at Weber State......cocoeveeevcececenee. 1:35
*Southern Utah at Northern Arizona ...2:05
*Idaho State at Cal POy 6:05
Saturday, Nov. 17

*North Dakota at Northern Colorado.......cccoceeveveevennnn. 12:05
*Eastern Washington at Portland State.......ccccceevenennee. 1:.05
*Montana State at Montana ... 1:35
*Cal Poly at Northern Arizona... ...4:05
*Weber State at Idaho State ..., 4:05
*Sacramento State at UC DavVviS...cccveeeieveieneceenennens 3.05

Division | Playoffs

NOV. 24 ..ottt First Round
DEC. T Second Round
L= T S ST Quarterfinals
LYo A 1 S Semifinals
Jan. 5, 2013......cccovvvnee. Championship - At Frisco, Texas



