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Video Bumper/Title Reel

So who doesn’t love a great plot twist? That moment in a story that shocks you 
awake and takes your breath away where you gasp, “I. DID. NOT. SEE. THAT. 
COMING!!!” It’s all you could think and talk about? You couldn’t sleep at night,  
it made its way into your dreams, and the next morning you woke up still...piecing  
it all together.

• In fact, let’s do a little trivia about some of the BEST PLOT TWISTS in 
cinematic history:  Fill in the blanks with me – shout it out when you know the 
answer and/or post your answer in the chat thread: (Pastor Note: Pick or add the 

ones you like or are comfortable with.)

• In the 1980 film, The Empire Strikes Back, Darth Vader says these famous 
words to his enemy, Luke Skywalker: Luke, I am your (FATHER). Oh man, that 
rocked my world when I heard those words!

• In the 1999 film, The Sixth Sense, a young boy says these famous words to his 
psychologist, played by Bruce Willis, I see (DEAD PEOPLE) only to reveal in 
the end that Bruce Willis had been (DEAD) the whole time. 

• In the 2000 movie, Memento, Christopher Nolan makes his directorial debut 
by sequencing the film in (REVERSE). Yes, I don’t remember much else other 
than it was fascinating and forced me to rethink everything. 

• In the 1995 film The Usual Suspects, a disabled, low-level criminal named 
“Verbal” spins and weaves a tale about a mysterious ringleader named 
(KEYSER SOZE). At the very end and after it’s too late, it is revealed that 
“Verbal” is in fact Keyser Soze! As Soze is smugly driven away in a black 
Jaguar, we hear these concluding words that sound very familiar to C.S. Lewis: 
The greatest trick the devil ever pulled was convincing the world he didn’t 
(EXIST). And like that – poof – he’s (GONE)!

Bam. Fade to black. Movie Over. You’re left with just credits and your thoughts 
running wild! 

And that’s what a great plot twist does!

We had the opportunity to interview Dallas Jenkins - the producer, screenwriter and 
director of “The Chosen” who graciously zoomed in during his production of season 
#2. We asked him about his insights on what makes a great plot twist:

(Dallas Jenkins Video: FULL LENGTH: https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/fbD8dC8abizqnJbJwBCF-
82eRi7jlxALfEcmRUO8rVl_eO4jW-BLVYCHfy0pmVC6.0a1Y4z5Xp--2pY-f  Passcode: *%^DXa1S)
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Interview questions broken out by approximate time codes:

• 1:25 - 3:11 – What are some of your favorite plot twists in all of cinema history? 
As a screenwriter/director, what core things make a great plot twist?

• 3:12 - 6:54 – What inspired you to write Chosen how you did?

• 21:58 - 23:56 – Regarding Luke 24:13-3 – Jesus’ “Keyser Soze reveal”  
– what insights can you offer as a filmmaker about this moment in history?

• 6:55 - 10:59 – As you wrote Season #1 of Chosen, what was your favorite  
plot twist?

• 11:00 - 13:51 – Are there any behind-the-scenes divine plot twists in the life of 
your crew members or cast? Something that could be appropriate to share?

• 13:52 - 17:09 – Regarding season #2, do you have any teaser twists you  
could tee up?

• 17:10 - 21:34 – What’s the greatest divine plot twist in your life?

• 1:35 - 23:56 – What insights could you offer about Luke 24:13-35?

• 24:58 - 25:34 – Fill in the blank, “Great plot twists are________.”

(Recommended Video Clip: 1:25 - 3:11 + 24:58 - 25:34)

We’re really grateful for Dallas’ insights and will hear from him again on a more 
personal level later. But let’s summarize a bit of this: 

A GREAT PLOT TWIST...

• Begins with mystery. You have a firm grasp of the details as you’re following 
along in the story, but you don’t know how they come together. The clues are 
there but they are shrouded from even the keen observer.

• Has a BIGGER STORY holding all the plot lines together. The Big Story is called 
a meta-narrative and it gives context to the plot twist, even as it upends one 
storyline for another. 

• Starts with the end in mind. We can tell when the screenwriter just tried to throw 
in some twist in at the end, right? It’s like, “Nice try buddy! You got tired, didn’t 
know how to land the plane so you just tacked this on.” No…no, you can just tell.

• Reveals airtight logic. There has to be continuity, an airtight unfolding to it all. 
The proofs must lock into place in a satisfying way.
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• And lastly as Dallas said, a great plot twist in a story Is life altering because they 
jump you from one storyline to another. Just when you think it was this, it was 
that. Just when you think you know whodunnit, it was someone else. Just when 
you think all was lost, everything was found.

That was Cleopas’ experience. He had his Usual Suspects moment. 

As we turn to the Scriptures and Luke’s gospel in the New Testament, we find a 
man named Cleopas and his traveling companion who were right smack dab in the 
middle of THE ULTIMATE PLOT TWIST—the one that blackened the day-sky, the one 
that slammed together heaven and earth, that re-set our calendars to zero.

It was the plot twist of a hero’s death and now, rumors that he was alive again.

No one knew for sure. It was confusing, they didn’t know what or who to believe, 
and it was becoming increasingly unsafe to be in Jerusalem.

And there were three basic storylines to choose from:

• Jesus was dead

• Jesus was missing because someone had taken his body for nefarious reasons

• Jesus was alive

Those were the plot lines that Cleopas and his friend (or spouse?) were discussing 
as they walked the seven miles back to their home in Emmaus. 

And, if we could pause for a moment, the same storylines exist for you and me:

1. Jesus is dead – either because you don’t believe any of it and consider it all a 
myth or fabrication. 

2. Jesus is missing – you might believe some of it or all of it, but you just don’t 
know where He is in your life. 

3. Jesus is alive – He is present, active, and sovereignly leading you as the risen 
Lord of your life.

Q: What storyline are you believing right now?

There’s no shame or judgement in how you answer, it’s just a healthy exercise to 
simply name where we are. And it might be worth saying that these storylines are 
not always cut and dry. Sometimes we go through seasons of Jesus feeling dead or 
absent in our lives, and sometimes we experience the euphoria of His resurrection in 
our lives.
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So, again, where are you?

I believe that Cleopas and friend chose storyline #2: His body was missing. Whether 
the disciples took it, there was a miscommunication, or the temple guards stashed 
Jesus’ body away, they just didn’t know...but that’s where they were.

What was their personal storyline?  FAILURE.

• Their failed rabbi... Another failed supposed Messiah and the Jewish people 
would still have to wait. After the Exodus and the Exile and 400 years of 
silence, they might just have to wait 400 years more.

• Their failed investment… And what did this mean for them personally—all the 
time they had invested, travel costs, time away from the job and from their 
families. They went “all in” on Jesus like Bitcoin, and now what? 

• They failed to stop it… Perhaps they carried a sense of failure, maybe some 
form of survivor’s guilt because they couldn’t stop what was happening all 
around them on that weekend—at the garden when Jesus was arrested, at his 
rigged trial, and when he was abandoned at the cross. For all but John and the 
courageous women, the rest of the disciples fled the scene as he hung on the 
cross. Were they among them?

And so that’s the storyline in their hearts and minds as Cleopas is walking along that 
road on that day, when it happened; when this man shows up...

He starts walking alongside them—which was not highly unusual. It was safer to walk 
in groups in those days and people were far less skittish about their personal space. 
But they didn’t recognize him from Adam. This man listens to their conversation and 
dejected whispers for a while. He seems curious. Finally, he asks, 

“What are you talking about?” 
Luke 24:17

The two stop in their tracks and stare. “Are you kidding? Surely this guy is coming 
from Jerusalem, he’s walking in the same direction as we are. How can he not know?” 

The man persists. “No, seriously, what are you talking about?” 
Luke 24:19

“No, seriously man, you didn’t feel the earthquake? You didn’t see tombs splitting 
open and dead people walking around? You didn’t hear the temple veil ripping from 
top to bottom? Or you didn’t hear about the crucified man—Jesus!—that no one can 
now seem to find???”
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Reluctantly, perhaps painfully, they begin to rehearse the story to this stranger—the 
story of Israel, their hope for a Messiah, and how that story line came to a dead end.

“We thought he was the one,” they said.
Luke 24:21

That’s when this man begins to let on that he knows a little bit more:  
He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his 
glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what 
was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 
Luke 24:25-27

Now Luke is a great storyteller in his own right. We, as Luke’s audience, know 
something that these two—who are in the story—do not. They do not yet know that 
this person is Jesus. What they do know is that they had never heard anyone speak 
like this before. Their hearts were on fire and they were hanging on his every word. 
When they arrived in Emmaus, the two turned towards their house but, playing 
coy, Jesus acted as if he was going to travel further on but the two begged him to 
stay. Jesus not only stayed, but he actually assumed the host role where he took 
the bread, broke it, gave thanks to God, and then offered it to his new friends.  And 
that’s when it happened: the plot twist for Cleopas and his companion is revealed 
– Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from 
their sight. 
Luke 24:31

Poof! He was gone. 

This was the great Keyser Soze reveal. Of course we’re not talking about the devil, 
but the Messiah, the Rescuer of the World, the very Son of God! But was it too late?

The two companions jumped up from the table and broke every speed limit back  
to Jerusalem where they found the eleven disciples and gasped out the words,  
“It is true! The Lord has risen…” Luke 24:34 and then they told the disciples the  
whole story (pastor note: this is meant to be shared really fast, like an enactment):

“We-were-just-walking-along-the-road-talking-when-this-guy-butts-in-and-starts- 
asking-us-questions-as-if-he-knows-nothing-about-anything-but-pretty-soon-he’s- 
taking-us-through-all-the-scriptures-and-telling-us-how-it-all-tied-to-this-moment-
and-our-times-i-mean-it-was-incredible-we-couldn’t-get-enough-of-it-so-we-
invited-him-to-stay-with-us-for-dinner-and-then-he-grabs-Cleopas’-bread-breaks-it-
prays-and-that’s-when-we-realize-it’s-Jesus- and-then-BAM!-he’s-gone!”



6the new testament challengeGreat Plot twists

And right in the middle of all that, Jesus appears again. Right in the middle of the 
room he says, “Peace be with you,” (v.36) which kinda has the opposite effect 
because everyone freaks out. Playfully it seems, Jesus is like, “Come on, look at my 
hands and my feet. Touch me - look, ghosts don’t have flesh and bones.” Then, for 
good measure, he says “I see dead people.” Hah! No, he doesn’t but he does throw 
back some Tilapia or Sardines because (a) after the weekend he’s had, you’d be 
hungry too, and (b) eating fish makes for a great party trick any time you’re raised 
from the dead.

But then Jesus brings it all together and says this:

“This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that 
is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.” Then he 
opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.
Luke 24:44-45

Let’s unpack this a bit:

• Everything must be fulfilled Luke 24:44 – The BIG STORY and all the storylines 
are coming together! Everything must be fulfilled. All the details that led up 
to this moment must come together to make sense! He then uses the word 
“fulfilled”— πληρόομαι (greek: plēroomai): come to an end, complete, and Luke 
loves this word. In just the first four chapters of his gospel, he uses it nothing 
short of 15 times, beginning in the very first verse of his gospel: Many have 
undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among 
us... Luke 1:1 We see it again in Luke 4 where Jesus is reading a messianic (or 
prophetic) scroll in the synagogue, quoting from Isaiah 61 and then announces, 
Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing. Luke 4:21 

Fulfillment is a central key to Luke, the author of this account. Biblical Scholar 
Richard Hays, in his book Echoes of Scripture in the Gospels, writes this:  
“Of all the Evangelists, Luke is the most intentional and the most skillful,  
in narrating the story of Jesus in a way that joins it seamlessly to Israel’s story.”  
RichaRd hays, echoes of scRiptuRe in the GospeLs

Now let’s look at the next line: 

• Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets, and the Psalms.  
Luke 24:44
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When Jesus speaks about the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms, this is 
how their Scriptures (what we refer to as The Old Testament) are organized into 
those three sections. So we are reminded that:

• In the Bible, we have one book and not two. What we call the Old Testament 
and the New Testament is one masterfully and beautifully woven story from 
beginning to end. And it carries all the intention of a great screenwriter: 
harmony, crises, a hero’s journey in community, the great reveal, and a 
wonderful resolve!

• Jesus is saying in essence, “everything in your entire Bible” (i.e., the Old 
Testament) has been written about me. 

Jesus walks them backwards through their story so they can see the airtight logic…

• Then he opened their minds… Luke 24:45 – In that moment, Jesus brings the 
whole story together in a way that reconnects them to their past, reinterprets 
their present, and reimagines their future. THAT! IS! A! GREAT! PLOT! TWIST! 
That is an amazing reveal!

So when he’s walking along the road with Cleopas and he starts riffing and 
recounting for them all the dots that had to be connected, could you imagine? We 
would call it the greatest sermon (and the most accurate) in the world. I mean, what 
did he point to?

• The story of Abraham offering up Isaac and how that was a foreshadowing of 
God the Father offering up Jesus as the lamb to be sacrificed. Genesis 22

• Jonah in the belly of the whale three days as another moment in their history 
that also points to a future and fulfilling reality in Jesus being raised on the 
third day. Jonah 1:17

• The 12 tribes of Israel now represented by the twelve disciples, and how even 
the tribes were instructed to camp together in a formation that, if you saw 
them from a helicopter, you’d see that they were camping out in the shape of 
a cross. numbeRs 2

Just imagine that plot twist reveal!!! Jesus going back through every moment in the 
story and pointing out all the connections, all the foreshadowing, explaining all the 
mystery that’s been hidden for ages!

This is called a Christocentric view—or lens—of understanding the entire story of 
God. Where, through the fulfillment of Jesus, we now see everything in light of 
the moment of his death and resurrection. Your past gets reconnected, your very 
present reinterpreted, and your future reimagined!



8the new testament challengeGreat Plot twists

In other words, he shows them the plot twist. And Luke captures this because: 

• He knows that there’s confounding mystery to our lives too.

• But it’s the BIGGEST STORY that brings all our storylines together!

• Luke wants us to see that God did start all this with the end in mind. This 
wasn’t whipped up as some half-baked Plan B. Jesus has always been the 
fulfillment, this has always been the climatic part of God’s redemptive plan, 
since before the foundations of the earth began!

• And, being the doctor who is fastidious himself about details, he wants you 
to know that the reveal is airtight. He has investigated all of these things and 
they do come together in the most satisfying way.

• Most importantly, he wants this to be life altering for you too. Like it was for 
Luke. Like it’s been for billions and billions of Jesus followers ever since.

Which is important because this is your story too. No matter how much you know 
about the story, it is also your story. 

And so, using the title of this series, let’s bring this home:

1. NEW: What was new—the big reveal—to Cleopas and to you and me?

Jesus is the ultimate plot twist to our story! 

Everything is fulfilled in Jesus. Every moment in our story points to Jesus!

This was true for Israel. There was nothing in the 39 books of the  
Old Testament that—as challenging, confounding, or even disturbing— 
that does not somehow point to God’s redemptive plan found in Jesus. 
Everything is fulfilled in Jesus.

This was true for Cleopas. Suddenly, he had meaning in his life again.  
Purpose. Joy. 

This is also true for you. No matter how challenging, confounding, or even 
disturbing the events or experiences in your life, it all points to the greatest 
plot twist in life: everything is fulfilled in Jesus. 

This is true for each of us.

2. TESTAMENT: So we’re going to give testament—or declare—what we believe 
to be true about God: 

Jesus is still working out the BIG STORY.
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He is in control. He is redeeming all things. No matter how dark the events are 
in our world or in our lives—2021, world events, global pandemic, etc.

(pastor note: consider adding current events and culturally relevant material here)

That, In all things God works for the good of those who love him,  
who have been called according to his purpose.

Romans 8:28

3. CHALLENGE: will you believe…

Jesus has a great twist for your story too.

He’s not done yet. No matter how challenging, confounding, or even 
disturbing the events or experiences in your life, Jesus is making good in your 
story or in the life of someone you love. 

Brenning Manning once wrote, “The gospel does not deny brokenness in our 
lives. It denies that our brokenness has the last word.”

No matter the failure you’ve experienced, this is not the narrative. It is not your 
storyline. There’s a bigger story! There’s a new storyline that will connect all of  
the dots.

VIDEO: Dallas’ plot twist regarding FAILURE and God’s Redemption

Clip Recommendation:

• 17:10 - 21:34 — What’s the greatest divine plot twist in your life?

• 21:35 - 23:56— What insights could you offer about Luke 24:13-35?

What’s your story? What plotline are you believing?

Do you know it’s still being written?

Do you know that Jesus walks alongside you and can reinterpret every moment of 
your life through the lens of his life, death and resurrection?

I promise you…His reveal makes for a much better story, every time. 
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Prayer

Series Visioncast:

And we have one last challenge, if you’ve not yet accepted it, that we would all 
immerse ourselves into His story more and more. That we might experience what 
happened for Cleopas and the other disciples when it says:  

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
Luke 24:45

Nothing will connect you more quickly to your own story than to find yourself in 
THE STORY. 

So that’s our NEW TESTAMENT CHALLENGE:

• We’re going to read the entire New Testament in 8 weeks together. Can you 
dig that? It’s going to take focus, dedication, and you may just have to cut-out 
your Netflix intake to do it. 

Here’s how: series assets

• Individually read the Bible every week. Get your Bible reading plan  
that is found in your (bulletin/app/screen/etc).

• Follow along with the video series that you can find (insert).

• Join your small group in the discussions provided in the (insert).

• Come back each week for a wrap on what you’ve just read where I’ll/we’ll be 
preaching from a section that you’ve read together.

I believe this is going to be powerful:

• The power of all of us reading the same parts of Scripture together! All of us 
being in the same part of the story! 

• Growing in our own understanding of the Scriptures and seeing the plot twists 
and turns still to come.

• And learning how to apply it to our lives.

Man, it will be that we are binge-reading Jesus! I can think of far worse things.

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/gxygugjckfxhhls/AAC3bzZrQeqERBVDgskex3sqa?dl=0
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Ways to shorten this talk:

• Cut or shorten the Cinema History and jump straight to Dallas Jenkin’s 
interview. Or vice versa.

• Shorten the Dallas Jenkins video using the raw footage.

• Shorten your storytelling of the Luke 24 passage and offer a summary,  
then dig into verses 44-45.

Creative Ideas:

• You can actually show the movie clips (licensing permitting), and have it stop 
just as the “reveal” or big line is about to happen. You could also just include 
movie still shots on the screen.

• Insert your own personal stories or a story from someone in your congregation 
in the place of the Dallas Jenkins story. See “leftover pile” at very bottom of 
manuscript for an example.

Pastoral Moment:

• There will be invitations to accept Christ later in the series. However, there 
may be a moment at the end where Dallas’ words really connect at a powerful 
level. You may want to consider offering this at the end.

OPTIONS
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OUTLINE • UNDERLINES ARE FILL IN’S FOR NOTES 

A GREAT PLOT TWIST...

• Begins with mystery. 

• Has a BIGGER STORY holding all the plot lines together. 

• Starts with the end in mind. 

• Reveals airtight logic. 

• Is life altering.

Cleopas’ experienced a huge plot twist. 

Possible Storylines:

• Jesus was dead.

• Jesus was missing. 

• Jesus was alive.

Q: What storyline are you believing right now?

Cleopas personal storyline: FAILURE.

• Their failed Rabbi... 

• Their failed investment… 

• They failed to stop it… 

He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ 
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said  
in all the Scriptures concerning himself.  
Luke 24:25-27

Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him,  
and he disappeared from their sight.  
Luke 24:31

It is true! The Lord has risen.  
Luke 24:34
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“This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.” Then he opened 
their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  
Luke 24:44-45

• Everything must be fulfilled.  
Luke 24:44

• “fulfilled” - πληρόομαι (greek: plēroomai): come to an end, complete 

• Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things  
that have been fulfilled among us.  
Luke 1:1

• Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing. 
Luke 4:21

“Of all the Evangelists, Luke is the most intentional and the most skillful, in narrating the 
story of Jesus in a way that joins it seamlessly to Israel’s story.”  
RichaRd hays, echoes of scRiptuRe in the GospeLs

• Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets, and the Psalms.  
Luke 24:44

• In the Bible, we have one book and not two. 

• Then he opened their minds.  
Luke 24:45

NEW:  Jesus is the ultimate plot twist to our story!

TESTAMENT: Jesus is still working out the big story!

That, In all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:28

CHALLENGE: Jesus has a great plot twist for your story too.
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Insert Bumper Video

Introduction
Christine grew up in the little town of Wayne, Oklahoma – population 491. 

• Sounds like this is the making of a nice, sweet, hometown, Americana story…but 
nothing could be further from the truth.

• Christine’s home was dysfunctional to say the least, but she doesn’t like talking 
much about it.

• Her mom called her “retarded.” Say something enough times and you believe it…
and Christine did and acted as if it were true. 

• She was teased in school for her appearance and felt like an outcast.

• She began to mutilate and cut herself and wondered why no one noticed.

She ran away from home the first time at 13.

• She started drinking and doing drugs.

• She was 15 the first time she turned a trick as a prostitute to earn money  
for her growing drug addiction.

• She lived in any place she could find, an abandoned house with a mattress or 
when it was cold she would sleep in a 24-laundry mat and put quarters in the 
dryer to keep her warm.

• Christine became a dancer at a strip club. Here she found a place of acceptance. 
Christine says,  
“a guy was choosing me for my looks, for my smile; at last, I was accepted.”

Her occasional drugs use turned into a full-on addiction of pills, pain killers  
and mostly cocaine. 

• To pay for her $1000 a day cocaine habit, she kicked up the prostitution.

• Her street name was Ellie. She said, “Ellie is what I did, but Christine is who I was.”

• She also said, “I was always seeking ways to get high to escape who I was and 
what I felt.”

One night she was in a bar and a guy who frequented the bar, nicknamed Peanut 
said, “If my team wins the pool match we should get married tonight. 

• Peanut won and they got married. They were both totally high on drugs and 
alcohol for the first three days of their marriage.

WILDFIRE • LUKE-ACTS, 1-2 THESSALONIANS • WORD COUNT 3342
october 17, 2021
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• A week later her new husband is in the papers, wanted for multiple charges of 
child molestation.

• Peanut goes to prison.

Fast forward twenty years.

• She has a rap sheet that’s 19 pages long, 7 felonies and 6 trips to the penitentiary. 

• She goes to a lawyer to get a divorce and the lawyer ask her the full name of her 
husband. She did not know. All she knew was his nickname – Peanut.

• He asked her for the month they go married. She had no clue. 

• The attorney eventually found Peanut…he was still in prison.

• Christine summarized her life by this phrase, “My drug was my god, my crack 
pipe was my husband, and my pocket was my pimp.” 

• Oh, to top it off, she comes down with an eye disease that causes both of her 
eyes to be removed. 

This is a true story of a person who had a horrible upbringing, made horrible  
choices that came with horrible consequences. She reached the bottom and  
felt utterly hopeless. 

This person is not unique to our times. 

• The first century was filled with people just like this. 

• But hope was on the way. Hope was coming to their city.

• That’s what we want to talk about today.

Review

As you read through Acts this week, here are some of the exciting things you 
discovered – 

• Jesus has risen from the dead and appeared before the disciples to commission 
them for their new assignment.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;  
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and  
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 
acts 1:8
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• The Holy Spirit comes down to empower the believers in Jesus and the church is 
born.

• Page after page we see the church spreading like a wildfire and lives are being 
changed. 

New: The Church is birthed and spreading like a wildfire

• What Jesus charged them to do, these courageous followers achieved – 

• It started in Jerusalem 1:1-6:7 (map)

So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, 
and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.  
acts 6:7

• God used the persecution of the church to spread it into Judea & Samaria 
6:8-9:31 (map)

Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and 
was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it 
increased in numbers.  
acts 9:31

• Then it moved north into the Coastlands & Syria 9:32-12:24 (map) 

But the word of God continued to spread and flourish. 
acts 12:24

• The church then spreads northwest to Cyprus & Galatia 12:25-16:5 (map)

So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers.  
acts 16:5

• Like an uncontrollable fire the church enters west into Macedonia, Achaia, Asia 
16:6-19:20 (map)

In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power. 
acts 19:20

• The author, Dr. Luke, wraps up his chronologue with the churches entrance into 
Rome, the capital city of the mighty empire. 19:21-28:31. The book comes to an 
end with this report. (map)



4the new testament challengewildfire

He [Paul] proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—
with all boldness and without hindrance!  
acts 28:31

• Jesus’ commission in Acts 1 is fulfilled by Acts 28 (the last chapter in the book). 
From start to finish it only takes 29 years, led by a group of guys who weren’t 
courageous enough to show up for Jesus’ crucifixion. How can this be? That is 
the power of the Holy Spirit within them.

Thessalonians

Now, here is the “Testament”; here is what they declared – 

• Testament: The Church changed the very fabric of every city they entered.

They didn’t just enter into a town and create a little “holy huddle,” they impacted all of 
the sectors and domains of that city. Let me give you one example – 

I want us to jump forward to Acts 17.

You’ll recall from your reading that a guy named Paul experiences a radical 
transformation in his life and takes on the mission of bringing the good news to “the 
ends of the earth.”

In Acts 17 they enter the city of Thessalonica.

• This is a northern city in modern day Greece. (map of location)

• Back then the region was called “Macedonia.”

• Although this is predominantly a Gentile city, Paul’s pattern was to start in 
the Jewish synagogue.

As was his custom, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he 
reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Messiah  
had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the 
Messiah,” he said. 
acts 17:2-3

• Paul opens up the Scriptures, which at this point would have only been the Old 
Testament. He is showing the educated Jewish leaders, using their book, how it 
predicted that the Messiah they had been waiting had to suffer. No doubt he showed 
them passages like Isaiah 53.

• After three weeks of declaring the good news of Jesus in the synagogue, we are told 
that many people were persuaded and believed. 



5the new testament challengewildfire

• But Acts 17:5 tells us – But other Jews were jealous. acts 17:5a

• I think it’s important to note that they didn’t reject Paul’s teaching.  
The teaching was solid, logical and convincing. 

• They were jealous. 

• They were jealous of the momentum the Jesus movement was gaining  
over their gig. 

• I find this to be true today. Very few people reject Jesus because the 
argument isn’t sound and convincing.

• It is usually something else that holds them back – mostly pride or lack of 
desire to turn over the control (or the illusion of control) over to God. 

• So, what did the religious leaders do?

…so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and 
started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in 
order to bring them out to the crowd. 
acts 17:5b

• They formed a mob and started a riot in the city. Look at what they do – 

But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers 
before the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the 
world have now come here, and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all 
defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” When 
they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. Then they 
made Jason and the others post bond and let them go. 
acts 17:5c-9

• Look again at their charge again in verse 6 – “These men who have caused trouble 
all over the world have now come here.”  
acts 17:6

•  I love the way the Phillips translation puts it – 

These are the men who have turned the world upside down and have now come here. 
acts 17:6 phiLLips

• I love that phrasing. 

• The church changed the very fabric of every city they entered.



6the new testament challengewildfire

• They not only changed a person’s standing with God and unleashed all kinds 
of compassion to the hurting and marginalized, they changed the habits and 
patterns of people’s daily lives. 

• Men became faithful to their wives

• The young woman caught in an addiction was freed

• Depression was lifting, anxiety was fleeing

• The orphans found a home

• The elderly were given back their dignity and protected

• Angry people were turning into gentle people

• Sick people were cared for

• Marginalized folks were being treated with respect

• Fear was being replaced with faith

• They changed every sector of the city – education, the marketplace, finances, 
the arts, the government. 

• In Acts 19 in the city of Ephesus the pagan temples sales of idols dropped dramatically.

• In verse 19, those who practiced witchcraft, magic and sorcery brought their scrolls out 
into the public and burned them. These scrolls contained their secrets. Estimated value? 
50,000 drachmas. The estimated value today – 4 million dollars.

• Ok, they couldn’t find Paul and Silas because they had already left town and 
headed to the nearby city of Berea. So, they intimidate, terrorize and rough up 
their host, a guy named Jason and then let him go. 

• The Thessalonica agitators followed them to Berea and stirred up the  
crowds there.

• The believers in Berea smuggled Paul out of that city south to the great city  
of Athens as he continued his journey of spreading the good news of Jesus  
to the ends of the earth.

• In Acts 18 we find Paul leaving Athens and heads forty-two miles west to  
the city of Corinth.

Paul knows things are going to be “tough goings” for the new believers and church he 
started in Thessalonica.

• So he sits down and writes them two letters. 

• They are the first two of 13 letters Paul would write.

• These two letters are found in our Bible today – 1 & 2 Thessalonians.

• What is the purpose of these letters; what does he want to communicate to them?

• Here is one of the biggest things he wanted them to get across…the challenge - 
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Challenge: Make a clean break from your old life, and step into your new life.

• These people had lived without Christ all their lives. 

• They were new believers and had a lot to learn.

• With the hostility in the town for Christians, things were going to be rough. 

• So Paul wants to remind them that the old life wasn’t working all that well for them 
and to encourage them to lean into the new life with all the promise of something 
more…something much better. 

Let’s take a deeper look into the letter – 

• 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 – listen to how encouraging his language is…how proud he is 
of them - 

Paul, Silas and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace and peace to you.

We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 
We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor 
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our 
gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit 
and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. You became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe 
suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. And so you became a model to all the 
believers in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore 
we do not need to say anything about it, for they themselves report what kind of 
reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living 
and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.  
1 thessaLonians 1:1-10

• Paul cites – Three marks of a true conversion

• Turning from idols – they did not keep living the way they were living. Their 
allegiance was to Jesus. They made a 180 degree turn and never looked back.

• Serving God – they gave up their selfish pursuits and got busy filling up their 
day with things that advanced the mission of God. 

• Waiting for Christ’s return – they knew they were on a winning team; they 
knew how their story ended. Christ was coming back to establish his eternal 
kingdom of which they were residence through their faith in Christ.
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• 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order 
to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord 
Jesus to do this more and more. For you know what instructions we gave you by the 
authority of the Lord Jesus.

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 
that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and 
honorable, not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God; and that in 
this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The Lord will 
punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned you before.  
For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. Therefore, anyone who 
rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very God who 
gives you his Holy Spirit.

Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you 
yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. And in fact, you do love  
all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters,  
to do so more and more, and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should 
mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your 
daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent  
on anybody.  
1 thessaLonians 4:1-12

• Paul lays out – Four Habits of the New Life

• Paul’s first encourages them to be “sanctified” in verse 3.

• This is a fancy word that simply means to “grow up” in Christ.

• They are babes, infants in Christ and now they need to grow in  
the teaching and way of Jesus.

• Two challenges stick out for me – 

• “Control your own body” (v.4)

• “Don’t wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister” (v.6)

• Paul’s then encourages them about their “love for one another” in verse 9.

• This is a huge theme for the New Testament believer.

• It is the driver of our new lives; it’s the essential thing that distinguishes us  
from our past life.

• Two challenges stick out to me – 

• “Mind your own business” (v. 11)

• “Work with your hands” (v. 11)

• In his second letter he went a step further and said – The one who is unwilling to 
work shall not eat. 2 thessaLonians 3:10
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• In both categories he commends them for the progress they are making but  
in both cases he invites them to take it to the next level and “to do this more 
and more” (vv. 1, 10)

• That is what spiritual growth is all about – a continuous pursuit and passion to become 
more and more like Jesus.

Application

God wants the same three things for us today. This is our “New Testament Challenge”.

He wants…

• New: Our church to spread like a wildfire

• What God did in the 1st century he can do again in the 21st century.

• I don’t want our church’s light hidden under a bushel, no…I want it to burn 
brightly in our city and penetrate the darkest places where hurting and lost 
people live.

• Testament: Our church to change the very fabric of our city

• There is a pastor in Dallas, Texas who frequently ask his people, “If we left the 
city tomorrow, what tax would they have to add to make up for our absence?”

• Today, I want to ask you the same question of our church.

• Challenge: Our people to make a clean break from your old life, and step into 
your new life

• This new life in Christ is all about abandoning the old life we were living  
that was getting us nowhere, to embrace a new life that holds the promise  
of the very best.

• As your pastor, I want that for you. 

• So, I am going to challenge you, and myself for that matter, to take another 
step towards it. 

Back to Christine’s story. 

• After 22 years of homelessness, drug addiction and being prostituted, a 
neighbor knocks on her door and invites her to church.

• Ironically, the church was located at an intersection she worked for many, 
many years. 

• She believes the message and offer of forgiveness and life in Jesus and is 
baptized. 

• She said as she came out of the water, she knew there was a new purpose on 
her life. 
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• She joined the Outreach Team of her church and helped to create Brown Bag 
Fridays, which drives through the roughest parts of town and hands out food. 

• Even though she dropped out of school in the 8th grade, she went to college. 
Turned out she had a much higher IQ than her mother thought.

• She now works to find employment for people with disabilities and ex-
offenders.

• She has written two books. A film is being made of her story and she’s 
opening up a home called Christine’s Place to help young women just like her, 
caught in sex trafficking and addiction, find their way to freedom.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dk66wX3vS4A 
2:46 second video of Christine

Wrap up & Closing Prayer. 
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OPTIONS

Christine’s Story

• If interested, Christine MacDonald is available to come to your church or do a video 
interview. You can contact her at Christine.crypurple@gmail.com.

• You can also choose to replace Christine’s story with a local story in your 
community or one from your experience.

To shorten message:

• Review – You can choose to just summarize the main point that the early believers 
achieved the commission of Acts 1:8 by the end of the book and skip over the 
detailed accounts.

• 1 Thessalonians – You can choose to only teach one of the two passages – either 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 or 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12. If you choose to use “Christine’s” 
story, you will probably want to keep 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12.
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OUTLINE • UNDERLINES ARE FILL IN’S FOR NOTES 

New: The Church is birthed and spreading like a wildfire.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  
acts 1:8

Testament: The Church changed the very fabric of every city they entered.

These are the men who have turned the world upside down  
and have now come here.  
acts 17:6 phiLLips

Challenge: Make a clean break from your old life, and step into your new life.

3 Marks of a True Conversion 1 thessaLonians 1:1-10

• Turning from idols (v.9)

• Serving God (v.9)

• Waiting for Christ’s Return (v.10)

4 Habits of the New Life 1 thessaLonians 4:1-12

• Control your own body (v.4)

• Don’t wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister (v.6)

• Mind your own business (v.11)

• Work with your hands (v.11)
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(Note: for an example of this talk, click here.)

(Video Bumper/Title Reel - under the song by the Foo Fighters, Learning to Fly)

Nothing like a sweeping, anthemic song to create anticipation and stir the emotions! 
Ahhh, the Foo Fighters and their hit “Learning to Fly.”

Many would consider Dave Grohl and his band The Foo Fighters to be the best pure 
rock band in modern history. Others, perhaps...you(?) might not agree, to say the least, 
pushing us into two camps.

Some would say that the Foo Fighters create:

Euphony: a pleasing or sweet sound, which—musically speaking—would include 
harmonies and melodies masterfully woven together. Right up there with:

• The Beatles and their wonderful melodies

• A symphonic orchestra

• Or… (pastor note: add an example or two of music that you love)

But many of you would not call The Foo Fighters “euphonic,” you would call it by its 
very opposite:

Cacophony: a harsh discordant mixture of sounds. Such as:

• Your child’s 4th grade orchestra concert

• Any form of country music (pastor note: make fun of your own genre :-)

• Or this:

Sounds of Cacophony (note: to tech team - this should be played irritatingly loud if 
possible OR CREATE YOUR OWN CACOPHONY!)

Some of us are like, “That sounds like my breakfast room table every morning!” On a 
more serious note, some of us must admit:

• That sounds like my marriage

• That sounds like my relationship with my kids

• That sounds like my office...

It also sounds like our world, right now, doesn’t it?
(pastor note: insert contemporary examples)

• Political rancor

• Vaccination debates

• Racial anguish

EUPHONY • 1 & 2 CORINTHIANS, GALATIANS AND ROMANS • WORD COUNT 3486
october 24, 2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCbtvGDG1t8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpjJNavdrmc&feature=youtu.be
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We can point to a lot of examples and reasons for this, but I’d like to zoom in on just one: 
how our postmodern deconstruction of truth has come to roost through...social media. 
The people who built these platforms did so with a post-enlightenment, postmodern 
belief about truth: that it is individual, preferential, or perhaps, indeterminate. In musical 
terms, their view about Truth would be that anything is “music” as long as it’s music to 
you, and you get to write the score, you get to conduct your orchestra-of-one, which is,  
if you think about it, itself an oxymoron. A self-orchestra…

But now? After decades of being raised within this worldview, our younger generations—
the ones who built Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and the others—are realizing that truth now 
counts for something; that not having some basis of truth is literally ripping us apart.

That’s what Netflix’s documentary called “The Social Dilemma” is about. It’s mostly 
interviews with key designers of artificial intelligence and these social media platforms 
that are now saying, in essence: We’ve created algorithms that we no longer control. 
They are controlling us.

If Adam Smith described capitalism as the “Invisible Hand” that guides and directs our 
economy, however imperfectly, it’s as if social media is our NEW INVISIBLE HAND. And 
what is it creating? 

Cacophony.

This is a fascinating study not only on the severe harms and unintended consequences of 
the digital age, but it’s quietly an epistemological confession: Truth matters and we can 
no longer deny it. Because a lack of Truth is literally tearing us apart.

Here’s what one expert said, and it’s right in the trailer: “If everyone is entitled to their 
own facts, to their own truths, then there’s really no need to come together.” 
the sociaL diLemma

Social Dilemma Trailer (above soundbite: 1:34 - 1:41)

This is where we, the church, can be better, have been better, and must rise above now.

And that’s what I love about this NEW TESTAMENT CHALLENGE that so many of us 
have committed ourselves to: the grounding, anchoring, deepening, and full immersion 
into God’s eternal Truth found in the Bible.

Because, when we read the Bible and really let it sink in, here’s what we’ll learn:

One music sheet

There is one maestro

There is one orchestra...and that orchestra is called the Church.

It’s the only way to Euphony!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaaC57tcci0&feature=youtu.be
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And yet, for centuries, the church has had to fight against cacophony  
from the very beginning!

We’ve been reading in Corinthians and that certainly was the sound in the churches of 
Corinth, whom Paul writes a letter and speaks right into their cacophonous and discordant 
ways: If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.   
1 coRinthians 13:1 - Cacophony.

We’ve been reading in Galatians this week and Paul addressed a cacophony to the 
churches in Galatia who were grappling with outside voices telling this young community 
of Gentiles that they had to first become Jews before they could become Christ-followers. 
Paul is so upset about this that he tells them in no uncertain words that these people he 
calls “agitators” (v.11) are not harmonious with the heart of God. Here’s a sample: The one 
who is throwing you into confusion, whoever that may be, will have to pay the penalty.
GaLatians 5:10

And we’ve also been reading Romans, which is quite the doozy. In Rome, it was also 
cacophonous because the Gentiles and Jews couldn’t get along. Emperor Claudius 
expelled the Jews from Rome and the Gentiles began to run the church in the Jews 
absence. And it wasn’t until 5 years later after Claudius’ death that Jewish Christ-followers 
were allowed back into the city. When they returned to their church, they found that  
“the foreigners,” the Gentiles, were in charge. 

So they too had a cacophony on their hands. 

Isn’t it amazing how experiencing euphony has always been a challenge in the church? 
There truly is nothing new under the sun. But here’s the good news: by the power of God, 
the church has always found a way to move towards euphony—not just aspirationally,  
but in actuality. 

To illustrate this, I’d like us to do something a bit different. I want us to read most of 
Romans 16 together, including all of his concluding salutations and the people he greets.  
If you’re like me, you get to these little sections of Scripture—whether it’s a genealogy or a 
salutation—and can immediately think it’s skippable and that it doesn’t apply to us today. 
Well, let’s remember that there is nothing in all of Scripture that does not in some way 
have meaning and divine intent for us, here and now. 

So let’s stage dive into this!

Here’s how Paul begins his concluding remarks: I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a 
deacon of the church in Cenchreae. I ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy 
of his people and to give her any help she may need from you, for she has been the 
benefactor of many people, including me. 
Romans 16:1-2
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This is so cool. Phoebe actually carried the letter and Paul positions her as a trustworthy 
source. He vouches for her. Now, this is very common because anyone could show up with 
a letter and say it’s from Paul. They had fake news in their day too. So Paul is extending his 
authority and vouching for Phoebe who, some scholars believe, not only handed the letter 
off, but—like most letter carriers—she stuck around and helped train too. She was most 
likely a woman of means and benefactor and who performed a really important function in 
the life of the early church. Super cool. 

Then, Paul goes on to greet 26 people in the church in Rome, 24 by first name:

Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. 

They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful 
to them.

Greet also the church that meets at their house.

Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in  
the province of Asia.

Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you.

Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews who have been in prison with me.  
They are outstanding among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was.

Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord.

Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys.

Greet Apelles, whose fidelity to Christ has stood the test.

Greet those who belong to the household of Aristobulus.

Greet Herodion, my fellow Jew.

Greet those in the household of Narcissus who are in the Lord.

Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women who work hard in the Lord.

Greet my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord.

Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me, too.

Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the other brothers and 
sisters with them.

Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas and all the Lord’s people 
who are with them.

Greet one another with a holy kiss.

All the churches of Christ send greetings.

Before continuing, there are two things I want to say about this:
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• Is anyone pregnant right now? You no longer need to google for cool and exotic 
baby names. It’s all right here! Rufus! Olympus! Adronicus! Urbanus! I mean come 
on, these names rock!

• Secondly, a little tip on how to read Bible names the next time you’re asked to read 
aloud at your Grow Group: CONFIDENCE AND SPEED. No hesitation, just guess and 
go with it. Be bold and just rip right through them and no one will ever know. I’m 
just telling you, it works every time.

But let’s continue. Paul then turns to more names. This time from the ones he’s writing on 
behalf of. He’s already said that “all the churches greet you” which is to remind the church 
in Rome that they are a part of something so much larger. They are part of the Capital C 
church! And now, here are some of the leaders: Timothy, my co-worker, sends his greetings 
to you, as do Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, my fellow Jews. I, Tertius, who wrote down this 
letter, greet you in the Lord. Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, 
sends you his greetings. Erastus, who is the city’s director of public works, and our brother 
Quartus send you their greetings. 

That’s a lot of names, huh?

• He clearly didn’t say them all. That’s a little dangerous to leave some out, right? 

• And could you imagine his scribe (or amanuensis) saying, “Really Paul, couldn’t we 
just write to the brothers and sisters in Rome? I’ve got a hand cramp man!”

This sounds just like a cacophony of names, when in fact it’s a diverse euphony of 
diversity!

When you drill down into the actual names, here’s what we see:

• These are Jewish names (Aquila and Priscilla for example) and Gentile names 

• Some of these names are most commonly slave names (Ampliatas, Urabanus, 
Hermes, Philologus and Julia)

• Some of these names are at least associated with higher societal rank and means. 
Aristobolus was considered the grandson of King Herod the Great and a friend of 
Emperor Claudius

• Some carry great significance in Jesus’ story. Rufus, it is speculated, was the son of 
Simon of Cyrene who carried Jesus’ cross

• But most fascinating is Paul’s greetings to women. Nine out of the 26 persons are 
female, and when you drill down into the Greek, you see a strong advocacy on the 
behalf of women that would’ve turned a few heads in his time
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So please take this in. We see:

• Jews/Gentiles

• Slave/Free

• Males/Females

Does that sound familiar?

Look at what Paul writes in Galatians: There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
GaLatians 3:28

I mean, come on! It doesn’t get any better than that! Paul’s not speaking aspirationally, 
he’s speaking in actuality. Sure there are challenges, but this is euphonic!  

What happened in the Roman church and, in fact, in every church around the 
Mediterranean area was radically head-turning in their day because people were 
categorized and classified by their wealth, race, status, ability, and every such thing. 

But God was writing a new score and the Church was designed to play it!

NEW: Euphony happens through diversity.

Which is the only way that euphony can come. You can’t harmonize if you’re all singing  
on the same note. You can’t create a symphony if you’re all playing the same instrument  
or part.

Diversity is in our church’s DNA, from the very beginning! And that euphonic diversity 
happened through relationship. 

• Paul had relationship with these people and they clearly did with one another.  
It seems that Paul references a house church (growth group) SIX TIMES in  
this passage.  

• Which is beautiful because God is relational at his very core as Father, Son  
and Holy Spirit.

• There’s nothing transactional about the grace of God, love of the Father, salvation  
in the son...nor about how we live together in community. It’s always relational.

TESTAMENT: Euphony only happens under one maestro.

And the maestro is not you or me. If you’re trying to play from your own sheet, or what 
you think should be played...that’s cacophony!

The maestro is not any other figure, affiliation, affinity group, ideology or political 
persuasion…We all fall under the Lordship or Conductorship of Christ. He is our maestro!
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Paul constantly reminds church in Rome that they are to follow his baton. He literally says 
four times that they are “in Christ” and five times as being “in the Lord.”  

So the challenge is:

CHALLENGE: We each have a part to play!

I love that Paul uses specific names because those people were all accountable for playing 
their part! There were scribes, letter carriers, trainers, teachers, people in places of high 
position, low position, those who risked their lives, those who had worked very hard…

If I wrote you a letter {Church} and I wanted to commission and charge you to important 
matters, I would use your names too. I’d call you out. I’d say, (pastor note: include 
names from your own community, think as diverse as possible—ethnicity, old, young, 
socioeconomic, etc)

• Greet Jack and Julee Varela

• Greet Tekea 

• Greet Mark and Kerrie Eaton

• Greet Britt and Brooke Dowd

• Josh Sea

• Jesse and Tori Kangas

• Solomon Dabe

• And then just to cover all my bases, I’d tell you all to greet one another  
with a holy kiss. 

Something happens, doesn’t it? When you hear your name, something rises up in you, 
you snap to a different kind of attention and you’re reminded that…

Paul is saying...

• Here’s the music sheet (the score)

• And Jesus is our maestro

• And we all play

Who picks up his baton and says: “All Together Now!”

I want to leave you with an image that, for me, brings the whole book of Romans together. 
It takes place in Cesena, Italy (pronounced Suh-Say-Nuh) in the year 2015. A man named 
Fabio (but not that Fabio) had a dream to have the band Foo Fighters play in his relatively 
small town. No big, international bands ever came through Cesena (SUH-SAY-NUH). It just 
never happened.

Most my research for this talk came from John Stott: The Message of Romans, The New Testament 
Series Editor
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So Fabio decided to ask them directly over YouTube to come to his small city but he 
knew that, in order to get Dave Grohl and the Foo Fighter’s attention, he’d have to do 
something—in his words—special. So he put word out to musicians all over Italy and asked 
them to learn the Foo Fighters song, Learn to Fly. 

He rented a huge outdoor space and then invited all of them to come and play the song 
together. After a year of planning and logistics, the day arrived and 1,000 musicians 
showed up from all over the country. The youngest was a 9-year-old drummer. The oldest, 
a 65-year-old blues guitarist. He hired a maestro put him atop high rise scaffolding. Sound 
experts had to figure out how to keep everyone in sync, and they ultimately rigged up 
flashing stage lights from the top of the scaffolding that kept everyone on the same beat. 

And then they lett’er rip:3

(Song: 1,000 Rockers - the whole clip. Note there is one “F- Word” in the very beginning 
that you’ll need to edit out. Also, creative tip: there’s an extra two minutes of cheering at 
the end (right at 5:30 mark), that you could come back up and speak over to leverage the 
crowd noise)

That is EUPHONY!

Who doesn’t want to be a part of something like that? They’re just having a blast!

Could you imagine how the Foo Fighters felt? How their lead singer, Dave Grohl, felt? 
He said he WEPT. He said it was the greatest moment of his life. And guess what, they 
dropped everything and came. They were told to put it off a year, build it into their tour, 
but they said, “No, we’re going now!” And they played 27 songs for that little village in 
Cesena, ITALY. For hours and hours, they just rocked out. 

What an amazing picture of the church—young and old, male and female, from all over—
different ethnicities, different politics, but coming together with one music sheet and 
playing in time to one maestro, with one mission, one purpose…

This is also a beautiful picture of heaven. If you thought heaven would be boring, let 
Cesena be just a glimpse. Because it’s literally how the end of the story gets told: I saw 
a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and people and language, 
standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes and 
held palm branches in their hands. And they were shouting with a great roar, “Salvation 
comes from our God who sits on the throne and from the Lamb!” And all the angels were 
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living beings. And they fell 
before the throne with their faces to the ground and worshiped God. They sang, “Amen! 
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and strength 
belong to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
ReveLation 7:10-12

  3 https://www.pri.org/stories/2015-11-03/video-foo-fighter-fans-italy-goes-viral-and-tonight-band-responds

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JozAmXo2bDE
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Perfect euphony in diversity!!!

And listen, get this: we don’t have to wait for that day. We can live it now! Jesus said, Your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
matthew 6:10

It could be drummer, technician, stagehand or hydration station attendant, but you have a 
role to play. So what is your role to play?

• To join a grow group?

• Is it foster/adoption right now?

• Is it to tell someone you love about Jesus because you’ve been feeling that 
prompting for a long time? 

• Reconciliation and forgiveness?

• To serve your next door neighbor or here at the church?

We’re not the same band without you! You bring a unique sound, a cool vibe, a beautiful 
energy. Because you matter and this matters!

It mattered in Narcissus’ household. It mattered to Neurus’ sister, it mattered to Rufus’ 
mother, it mattered to Erastus and his work at the city’s public works office. It mattered in 
the prison, it mattered in the house church, and it mattered to the world.

And so as you consider this, live into this, let’s stand together and read OUT LOUD Paul’s 
concluding doxology:

“All Together Now”

Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message I 
proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden for 
long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the 
command of the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that 
comes from faith—to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen 
Romans 16:25-27
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Ways to shorten this talk:

• Feel the freedom to shorten the scriptural reading and just focus on  
key areas of emphasis. 

• Cut the extra cacophony story. 

Creative Ideas:

• Have your band play “Learning to Fly” live.

• Remember your online community and ways they can connect and respond  
to your talk. 

Pastoral Moment:

• Think through the people in your congregation who feel the most left out (i.e. 
singles? Empty nesters? People of color? etc) and speak directly to their situation. 

• Think through the specific missional initiatives you’re wanting people to join you in 
and cast vision on how they can play a role in them. 

OPTIONS
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OUTLINE • UNDERLINES ARE FILL IN’S FOR NOTES 

Euphony: a pleasing or sweet sound.

Cacophony: a harsh discordant mixture of sounds. 

Sounds of Cacophony

“If everyone is entitled to their own facts, to their own truths, then there’s really no need to 
come together.” 
the sociaL diLemma

Social Dilemma Trailer

One music sheet

One maestro

One orchestra...Called the church. 

Corinthians:

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I 
 am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.   
1 coRinthians 13:1

Galatians:

The one who is throwing you into confusion, whoever that may be,  
will have to pay the penalty.  
GaLatians 5:10

Romans: 

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church in Cenchreae. I ask you to 
receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to give her any help she may 
need from you, for she has been the benefactor of many people, including me.  
Romans 16:1-2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpjJNavdrmc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaaC57tcci0&feature=youtu.be
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Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. They risked their lives for me. 
Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. Greet also the church 
that meets at their house. Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first convert to 
Christ in the province of Asia. Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you. Greet Andronicus 
and Junia, my fellow Jews who have been in prison with me. They are outstanding among 
the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was. Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the 
Lord. Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys. Greet Apelles, 
whose fidelity to Christ has stood the test. Greet those who belong to the household of 
Aristobulus. Greet Herodion, my fellow Jew. Greet those in the household of Narcissus 
who are in the Lord. Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women who work hard in the 
Lord. Greet my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord. 
Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me, too. Greet 
Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the other brothers and sisters with 
them. Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas and all the Lord’s  
people who are with them. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of  
Christ send greetings.  
Romans 16:3-20

Timothy, my co-worker, sends his greetings to you, as do Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, my 
fellow Jews. I, Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet you in the Lord. Gaius, whose 
hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his greetings. Erastus, who is the 
city’s director of public works, and our brother Quartus send you their greetings. 
Romans 16:21-23

This is a euphony of diversity!

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
GaLatians 3:28

NEW: Euphony happens through diversity.

Euphonic diversity happened through relationship. 

• Paul references a house church SIX TIMES in this passage.

TESTAMENT: Euphony only happens under one maestro.

• Paul says four times that they are “in Christ” and five times they are “in the Lord.”  

CHALLENGE: We each have a part to play!
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Song: 1,000 Rockers

I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and people and 
language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white 
robes and held palm branches in their hands. And they were shouting with a great roar, 
“Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne and from the Lamb!” And all the 
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living beings. 
And they fell before the throne with their faces to the ground and worshiped God. They 
sang, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 
strength belong to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  
ReveLation 7:10-12

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Jesus, matthew 6:10

What is your role to play?

Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message I 
proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden for 
long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the 
command of the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that 
comes from faith—to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
Romans 16:25-27

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JozAmXo2bDE
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(Insert Bumper Video)

Isn’t it interesting that, as a culture, we are consumed with getting better and 
improving? Podcasts, books, audio tapes, conferences, seminars, zoom sessions, 
Master’s Classes…the self-improvement industry is a $13.2 BILLION business and 
growing over 5% every year.1 

• We work so hard on getting better.

• Why is it, then, that we don’t have to work hard on getting worse?

• That just comes naturally, does it not?

• Have you ever had to take a class on how to jack up a relationship? Ever attend 
a seminar on how to lie? Ever listen to a podcast on the top 10 ways to get in a 
fight with your sibling? No, you did not, and that’s because we were born as little 
conflict-aficionados. We are already subject matter experts!

So here we are, right smack dab in the middle of our New Testament Challenge.  
Let’s talk about one very significant but unavoidable challenge: 

Sin. It’s a thing.

• Have you noticed that it’s kind of a recurring theme?

• This is a consistent message from Paul. Throughout your entire reading this week 
- here in Romans, Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon, Philippians, 1 & 2 Timothy, and 
Titus - there is no avoiding it. 

In Romans, he writes this sobering message: ...Do we have any advantage? Not at all! 
For we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the 
power of sin. 
Romans 3:9

• As you can see, Paul uses it in a lot of his writing as a unifier; he’s reminding us 
that sin is rather egalitarian, and it has power over us.

Let’s begin with this: what is sin?

Technically, here’s its definition:

RUN THE RIGHT RACE • ROMANS, COLOSSIANS, EPHESIANS, PHILEMON, PHILIPPIANS, 

1 & 2 TIMOTHY, TITUS • WORD COUNT 2751 • october 31, 2021

1 https://brandminds.live/the-self-improvement-industry-is-estimated-to-grow-to-13-2-billion-by-2022/
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Sin: ἁμαρτία [ham·ar·tee·ah] 

• to be without a share in

• to miss the mark 

• to err, be mistaken

• to miss or wander from the path

To unpack this a bit more, let me show you an example of missing the mark. Here’s a 
quick clip of some people wandering from the path:

• (Video: Venice, Italy Marathon) 

• Isn’t that amazing? An Italian man wins the Venice, Italy Marathon for the 1st time 
in its history because the Kenyans all made a wrong turn.

• That’s missing the mark, don’t you think?

• I believe it’s worth saying that even the definition of sin shows us that God loves 
us. Why do I say that? 

• Because it means that God has intention for our lives, He has his very best life for 
us and has given us a mark to hit or a path to run. So inherent in all of this is a 
benevolent God who loves us enough to lay out the best and most satisfying way 
to live. Could you imagine the confusion, chaos, rebellion and disorientation if we 
lived in a world that tried to suggest otherwise? Um, wait a minute… (Pastor note: 
this is intended to be facetious humor)

But this begs the next logical question: “What is the mark that I’m missing?”

• You see, this is a really important question because I think here’s what we 
default to: “The mark is our conduct. Obedience. In business terms, it’s called 
“compliance.” The mark is doing good things. Missing the mark, is not doing good 
things or doing outright bad things.”

• Is that what the mark is?

• Now, of course, it includes those things but at the deepest core of God’s heart,  
do you think that God is after just that? Is that what He most wants? Is that who 
God is.

• If not, then what is the mark? Well, we see it in the very next verse (slide note: 
if possible, please just add verse 10 to the end of verse 9 so people can see the 
continuation of the passage.) “...Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we 
have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the 
power of sin. As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one...”  
Romans 3:9-10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=zVOtUSTfkIY
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So Paul says, “We’re all sinners; we all miss the mark.” That’s verse 9. Now in verse 10 
he’s going to quote Psalm 14 (verses 1-3) to explain what is the mark that we’ve missed: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

• Woah. Another “church word” that we’ll need to unpack. 

• Now righteous or righteousness, again—if we’re not careful—can also default in 
our minds as being synonymous with holiness, or perfection or, again, some form 
of dutiful behavioral compliance. 

So let’s look at it: 

RIGHTEOUSNESS

Hebrew: tzadeqah, right relationship, being made right with  

Greek: dikaios - pertaining to being in a right relationship with someone

• Do you see the theme developing here?

• oLd testament schoLaR aLec motyeR describes it this way: “(those) right with God 
and therefore committed to putting right all other relationships in life.”

• There’s a horizontal and vertical relationship with Righteousness—right 
relationship with God and, therefore, right relationships with others. New York 
City Pastor and Author, timothy keLLeR, puts it this way in his great book GeneRous 
Justice: “This means, then, that Biblical righteousness is inevitably ‘social,’ because 
it is about relationships. When most modern people see the word ‘righteousness’ 
in the Bible, they tend to think of it in terms of private morality, such as sexual 
chastity or diligence in prayer and Bible study. But in the Bible tzadeqah refers to 
day-to-day living in which a person conducts all relationships in family and society 
with fairness, generosity, and equity.”

And this makes sense because when we think about God’s very person and character:

• God is relational as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and that within the Godhead is a 
mutual trust, interdependence and love among the Trinity—as demonstrated by 
Jesus at his baptism, the transfiguration, and his prayers in John 17, etc.

• In a great little book author Darrell Johnson writes in his book Experiencing the 
Trinity, “The living God is not a solitary God. The living God is not an isolated 
God. From all eternity the living God has lived in relationship—indeed, has lived 
as relationship. At the center of the universe is relationship. From all eternity the 
living God has been community, family. From all eternity the living God has been 
infinitely pleased as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”  
daRReLL w. Johnson, expeRiencinG the tRinity, pG. 61

• In the very beginning, God sought to walk with us in the garden in the cool  
of the day.

• He initiated relational covenants with his people, at his own risk and cost.
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• He sent His son, Jesus, to the earth for the purpose of relationship.

• Jesus said the greatest commandment is to love God and to love our neighbor.

• And His return is all about God being with his people and his people  
being with Him. 

Again, at the center of the universe is...relationship!

It’s who we were made by, why we were made, and what we were made for.

• In fact, contemporary neuroscience is even discovering this. It’s called the 
Polyvagal Theory and it, in essence, has discovered this: that our first instinct as 
human beings is not fight or flight; it’s not survivalistic. Our first desire, need, and 
instinct is to attach, to belong, and to experience connection. Our first desire is 
for...relationship.

• This makes sense of everything doesn’t it? 

• Especially the Hallmark Channel…Why does the Hallmark Channel exist? How can 
such lousy, predictable, formulaic, bad-acting movies continue to persist in our 
post enlightenment age???

• Sin! That’s how! It’s because it touches on our core desires.

• And so, if you’re following all of this, what’s the new discovery about sin? What is 
sin and how does sin miss the mark?

Conclusion

NEW: Sin is missing the mark of right relationship.

• That’s why God hates sin. Because he is always seeking relationship—us with him, 
within ourselves even, with others, and with all of creation. That’s what we were 
made for. It’s the mark, and when we experience it, live in it and move towards it, 
the word is “Righteousness”! 

• In fact, let’s keep going and look at this comprehensive sin list (17 of them) 
and let’s see how many of these actions impact relationships: They are full of 
envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, 
insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their 
parents; they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. Although they 
know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death,  
they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who 
practice them. 
Romans 1:29-32

(Pastor Note: this works best if you go through each one at a time. It can go fast and 
is not intended to be heavy-handed, but in fact kind of light-- helping people see the 
relational impact of each of these sins.)
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• Do you see how actually it is impossible to sin without it impacting one 
relationship or another—with God, within oneself, with others, or even with His 
creation? 

• But now, here’s the most important part: It is also impossible to hit the mark of 
righteousness without relationship. You cannot experience righteousness outside 
of relationship with God himself because no one but God Himself as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit is perfectly righteous or in right relationship.

• The prophet Isaiah writes, The Lord looked and was displeased that there was no 
justice. He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to 
intervene; so his own arm achieved salvation for him, and his own righteousness 
sustained him. 
isaiah 59:15-16

• This is why Jesus came to the earth: to redeem the world of its sin through 
relationship. Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance:  
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.  
1 timothy 1:15

He writes in Romans 3:22 - This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to 
all who believe. 
Romans 3:22

There is no other way to earn it, receive it, acquire right relationship. It takes one person 
who is right in relationship to restore all those who are not. And that, it turns out, had 
to be God himself. This righteousness is fought for, died for, given. It is granted, it is 
bestowed, it is declared over you. And that’s why we must testify:

TESTAMENT: Self-righteousness is an oxymoron.

Isn’t that ironic?

A better understanding of righteousness puts self-righteousness into a new light 
doesn’t it? Righteousness is about relationship so it’s impossible to put the word “self” 
in there. The two do not go together!

Friends, we cannot run the race, hit the mark, or stay on the path without the grace, 
power, forgiveness and the favor of God in our lives. Even when we crush it, it’s never 
enough. And when we totally blow it, we need to be connected into a relationship that 
never fails.

At the 1996 Olympics, Hicham El Guerrouj (pic) (Hikkam Al Ga-rouge) was the great 
Moroccan hope in the 1500 finals. Just meters before the last lap, he begins to make 
his move but then dramatically trips and collapses to the track. The pack of runners 
leap over and around him as they race to the finish line. Hicham got back up and 
courageously finished… last. As the winners were draped in their country’s flag and 
celebrating around the track, Al Ga-rouge hid beneath the stadium, sobbing. He 
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didn’t perform. He wasn’t worth it. It was his fault. It didn’t feel fair. He deserved better. 
Someone approached and handed him a cell phone and said quietly, “You need to take 
this.” He resisted multiple times, but the attendant insisted, “Take this call, Hicham.” He 
put the phone to his ear and that’s when he heard the voice of his king.  King Hassan II 
(Hussein), who says these powerful words: “You are the best. For us, you are the winner.”

Hicham said, “it was as if another El-Guerrouj was born.”

He blew the race, but not the relationship. And just when he thought his performance 
would force him into exile, he instead receives a call—from the King! And that changed 
everything! El-Guerrouj went on to become a world record holder and one of the most 
celebrated runners of all time.  

This is the message that Paul is telling us. The King has called you into right relationship! 

Wherever we have missed the mark, tripped up or ran the wrong race, we can 
turn around and run the right race by being in relationship with the one who does 
relationships perfectly.

When we do turn around, Jesus comes to you and declares over you who you are 
because, in faith, you have been made right with Him. God says to you and me, no matter 
where we’ve been, what we’ve done, he calls you by name and says, “You are the best. 
For us, you are the winner!”

This is what the King says about you. 

Though we missed the mark, he became the mark for you.

And that is our great challenge:

CHALLENGE: Will you run the right race?

And receive the right relationship that Jesus is offering you? His righteousness? 

To close, I want to read over you the words of Paul to the church in Ephesus. Many of 
us have been reading through this letter too. Did you notice all the rich and amazing 
descriptors that Paul uses to describe the people in Ephesus? It’s incredible! And I 
guarantee you, I’m sure they were incredible but no different than you and me. They 
didn’t need a Master’s Class on how to sin, they were just as good at it as you and me, 
perhaps better. 

But I want you to see the words that He uses to describe WHO THEY ARE because, in 
Christ, this is how God now sees us too.

(Pastor Note: the below section can be designed to be woven with worship, perhaps 
putting the Ephesian verses on the screen or a card in people’s hands so they can really 
soak in these truths)
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As I read this list over you, I want you to ask God’s Spirit to help you pause  
with the word or phrase that your spirit most needs to hear:

Hear the words of the Lord over you. You Are...

• 1:1 saints

• 1:1 faithful

• 1:4 holy

• 1:4 blameless

• 1:5 adopted as children

• 1:11 chosen

• 1:12 praise of my glory

• 1:13 marked in me with a seal

• 1:14 my possession

• 2:5 alive with me

• 2:10 my handiwork

• 2:10 created in me

• 2:15 one new humanity

• 2:19 no longer foreigners 

• 2:19 fellow citizens

• 2:19 members of my household

• 2:22 a dwelling in which I live

• 3:6 heirs together

• 3:6 members together

• 3:17 rooted and established in love

• 4:4 called

• 4:7 my “graced ones”

• 4:14 infants

• 4:22 made new

• 4:22 new self

• 4:22 created to be like me

• 4:30 sealed for redemption

• 5:1 dearly loved children

• 5:8 now you are light

• 5:30 members of his body

• 5:30 the church



8the new testament challengerun the riGht race

What’s the word or phrase you most needed to hear?

How is the Lord speaking to you right now?

These are the words of a righteous people, those who have received the right 
relationship with God. And perhaps you’ve never quite had your moment to receive his 
righteousness.  Maybe that’s what the Lord is doing right now in your heart. He’s calling 
you into relationship with Him. He wants to make you new, he wants you to be rooted in 
his love, he wants to dwell in you, and make you new.

All you have to do is what Hicham El Guerrouj did: answer his call.

Let’s do that now:

Jesus, I hear your voice, calling me your son or daughter.

And today, on {insert date} I respond by saying, “Yes.” 

I’ve run many races and failed every time.

Even when I win, something seems missing.

So I come to you and I’m sorry, for all my sins.

I also say thank you, for dying for my sins and raising me to new life.

I say Yes, I receive your righteousness. Right relationship with you. 

I invite your Spirit into the deepest parts of my heart.

And I say, I will run with you Jesus. 

A new race, with you as my Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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Ways to shorten this talk:

• Thin out the parts on the Trinity.

• Cut out the four relational spheres of sin and jump straight from “Right 
Relationships” section to Romans 3:22 - “This righteousness is given through faith in 
Jesus Christ to all who believe.” 

Creative Ideas:

• 32 Identity Descriptors from Ephesians 

• You can weave into your closing worship.

• Print it out on a card for people to take with them.

• Have different people read them so that people will hear the  
scriptures through unique and diversified voices.

OPTIONS
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OUTLINE • UNDERLINES ARE FILL IN’S FOR NOTES 

“...Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already made the charge that Jews 
and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin.”  
Romans 3:9

What is sin?

Sin:  ἁμαρτία [ham·ar·tee·ah] 

• to be without a share in

• to miss the mark

• to err, be mistaken

• to miss or wander from the path

 What is the mark that I am missing? 

“...Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already made the charge that Jews 
and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. As it is written: There is no one righteous, 
not even one...”  
Romans 3:9-10

What is righteousness?

Hebrew: tzadeqah, right relationship, being made right with.  

Greek: dikaios—pertaining to being in a right relationship with someone.

“(Those) right with God and therefore committed to putting right  
all other relationships in life.” 
aLec motyeR

“This means, then, that Biblical righteousness is inevitably ‘social,’ because it is about 
relationships. When most modern people see the word ‘righteousness’ in the Bible, they 
tend to think of it in terms of private morality, such as sexual chastity or diligence in prayer 
and Bible study. But in the Bible tzadeqah refers to day-to-day living in which a person 
conducts all relationships in family and society with fairness, generosity, and equity.” 
timothy keLLeR, GeneRous Justice

“The living God is not a solitary God. The living God is not an isolated God. From all 
eternity the living God has lived in relationship-- indeed, has lived as relationship.  
At the center of the universe is relationship. From all eternity the living God has been 
community, family. From all eternity the living God has been infinitely pleased as Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.”  
daRReLL w. Johnson, expeRiencinG the tRinity
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NEW: Sin is missing the mark of right relationship.

They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-
haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their 
parents; they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy.  Although they know 
God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only 
continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.  
Romans 1:29-32

The Lord looked and was displeased that there was no justice. He saw that there was no 
one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; so his own arm achieved salvation 
for him, and his own righteousness sustained him.  
isaiah 59:15-16

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.  
1 timothy 1:15

This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  
Romans 3:22

TESTAMENT: Self-righteousness is an oxymoron.

CHALLENGE: Will you run the right race?

You Are… (From Ephesians)

• 1:1 saints

• 1:1 faithful

• 1:4 holy

• 1:4 blameless

• 1:5 adopted as children

• 1:11 chosen

• 1:12 praise of my glory

• 1:13 marked in me with a seal

• 1:14 my possession

• 2:5 alive with me

• 2:10 my handiwork

• 2:10 created in me
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• 2:15 one new humanity

• 2:19 no longer foreigners 

• 2:19 fellow citizens

• 2:19 members of my household

• 2:22 a dwelling in which I live

• 3:6 heirs together

• 3:6 members together

• 3:17 rooted and established in love

• 4:4 called

• 4:7 my “graced ones”

• 4:14 infants

• 4:22 made new

• 4:22 new self

• 4:22 created to be like me

• 4:30 sealed for redemption

• 5:1 dearly loved children

• 5:8 now you are light

• 5:30 members of his body

• 5:30 the church

Jesus, I hear your voice, calling me your son or daughter.

And today, on {insert date} I respond by saying, “Yes.” 

I’ve run many races and failed every time.

Even when I win, something seems missing.

So I come to you and I’m sorry, for all my sins.

I also say thank you, for dying for my sins and raising me to new life.

I say Yes, I receive your righteousness. Right relationship with you. 

I invite your Spirit into the deepest parts of my heart.

And I say, I will run with you Jesus. 

A new race, with you as my Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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(Insert Bumper Video)

Introduction

Morgan Jackson of Faith Comes by Hearing1 was in Ghana, West Africa delivering 
several dramatized audio recordings of the New Testament to remote villages that did 
not have the Word of God in their language.  

• One group they went to was the Konkombas people (show pics)

• When they entered the town, they immediately went the chief because 
culturally you had to meet him first. 

• The translator told the chief that Morgan and the team had come to bring 
them the Word of God and that it was in Konkomba.

• The chief said, “No, God doesn’t speak Kondomba. He only speaks English.” 

• The team insisted, “No, no, no, he speaks Konkomba.”

• Why did the chief think this?

• Well, 50% of the world that is illiterate speaks one of 7,000 languages.

• The majority groups have told them their language is the language of 
monkeys and dogs and pigs – they squeak, they bark, and their language is 
dirty.

• If you want to speak to God, you have to learn English or French or Spanish, 
but God can’t speak to you directly. 

• When they pushed the button on the audio Bible, out came God’s Word in the 
Konkomba language!

• The people began to laugh with joy, and they stopped us and said,  
“wait, wait, wait.”

• They grabbed what they call a “gong-gong”, and they go through the village 
hitting it as a signal for everybody in the village to come together because 
something important is happening. 

• Every single person in the village showed up – around 300 people sitting 
under mango trees eagerly waiting to see what was going to happen. 

• Remember, they have never heard the Word of God ever in their language. 

• Then they pushed the button again and out of the player comes Konkomba. It 
was like all sound in the village was gone. Nobody moved. Nobody twitched 
for the next 45 minutes. 

• When you looked into their eyes, you realized they weren’t with you. They 
were in the story.

1 To learn more about Faith Comes by Hearing – faithcomesbyhearing.com

GOD SPEAKS OUR LANGUAGE • MATTHEW • WORD COUNT 2890 
november 7, 2021

https://www.google.com/search?q=konkomba+people+pics&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=TiGu2lKBuA8LdM%252CC0YvNmZ1_RG-FM%252C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kTu_0JNq8uR2d7BgLTiAaz8Ybr0kg&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjjs87m7rztAhVSPawKHdDMD98Q9QF6BAgOEAE
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• You see, oral people actually cannot separate themselves from a story. 

• When they hear it in their own language, they literally enter the story and for 
them it’s as real as if it was happening right then.

• When they were done listening, they pushed the “stop” button and you could almost 
literally see them coming out of the story. 

• They shouted, “God speaks Konkomba. He addresses us directly! We don’t need 
a translator from God! He is among us.”

• The old men immediately said, “rewind it, rewind it.” They wanted to hear the 
genealogy again. 

• They played it three to four times in that one setting.

• If you are like me you must be asking the question, “Why?...why were they so 
mesmerized by the genealogy of Jesus?”

• I want to answer that question today and hopefully when I get to the end, you will 
ask me to read it to you again as well. 

The Genealogy (Matthew 1:1-17)

This week your assignment was to read the first of the four gospels on the life of Jesus – 
the book of Matthew.

• Of the four gospels it is the only one that starts off with Jesus’ genealogy, which as 
a pastor and speaker is not a good way to start good talk or create a #1 bestselling 
page turner. You lose your audience in the first 30 seconds…not good. 

• Matthew 1:1 begins – 

This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham 
matthew 1:1

• The genealogy begins with Abraham and goes fourteen generations until we arrive 
at David.

• Then fourteen generations from David to Babylon.

• Finally, fourteen more generations from Babylon to Jesus. 

• I would read it out loud, but I am sure I would lose my audience. 

But don’t leave me just yet, because I’m going to tell you why the Konkomba people 
leaned in so seriously.

• They were not only leaning in, but they were coming to faith in Christ.
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• Later Morgan asked them what story or stories caused you to come to Christ,  
one out of every three said, “Oh, when I heard the genealogy, that’s when  
I accepted Jesus Christ.” 

• They not only accepted Christ, but they started living different lives – those beating 
their wives, getting drunk, worshipping other gods were completely changed. 

• The genealogy is so powerful, they created a song out of it and would go to the 
other villages singing the genealogy and then invite people to make a decision 
for Christ. 

Here’s why it’s such a big deal.

• Several years later Morgan met an African from Zimbabwe who confirmed why the 
genealogy is also his most favorite part of the Bible. 

• He explained in African culture, people don’t care how much money you have or 
what school you went to. The only right you have to speak comes from who your 
daddy’s, daddy’s, daddy is – your genealogy. 

• He went to say that he comes from a very important tribe in Zimbabwe and that he 
is from a chieftain clan. He is the first born of his father, who is the firstborn of his 
father, who is the firstborn of his father. 

• Whenever there is a tribal event this man has to go back to the village. 

• The aunties of his father will teach all the women of that community their 
genealogy in song. 

• When this man arrives with his father and grandfather, the aunties come out 
singing and dancing – “Enoch, son of Zachariah, son of Enoch (who is his 
grandfather).

• They lead them to the center of the village singing their genealogy back 10-12 
generations. 

• By the time they get to the center of the village everybody knows somebody of 
importance has come and they will listen. 

People like the Konkombas have been told their language is the language of monkeys 
and dogs. God can’t speak their language.

• When the audio player button is pushed and the words are in their own language, 
there’s a shock that goes through the system. 

• The entire new Testament begins with Matthew 1 – the genealogy of Jesus Christ. 

• The minute they hear that, everybody leans forward because this is going to 
establish Jesus. 

• This is tradition; this is how you introduce somebody of importance. The genealogy 
will establish whether they listen or don’t. 
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• They would then hear, Abraham is the father of Isaac, Isaac was the father of Jacob, 
Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers… 
matthew 1:2

• This would send another shockwave through the community because everyone 
knows Abraham and Isaac because of Islam and Christianity. 

• When Jesus is claiming a genealogy all the way back to Abraham,  
everybody leans forward. 

• Fourteen generations to David they hear all the names, the village goes quiet.

• Fourteen generations from David to Babylon, now the quiet is palpable.

• Fourteen generations from Babylon to Jesus, they are dead quiet, and nobody 
moves, nobody twitches. 

The audio recording would move passed the genealogy…

• …to the birth of Jesus. They learn he is born of a virgin and are just in shock.

• Then you have John the Baptist coming screaming out of the wilderness, “Repent 
for the kingdom of God is at hand,” and people are moved to repent – because 
everywhere but America and Western Europe people know their sin and they’re 
afraid of judgment and the afterlife.

• These people are sitting now in terror. Jesus is baptized, confronts the devil, and 
chooses his disciples. 

• He begins to heal sick people and then in chapter 5, he stands up on a mount to 
preach.

• Now, the Konkombas make about a dollar a day. They’re among the poorest  
of the poor. 

• We don’t understand how shocking it is for them to hear the  
Sermon on the Mount. 

• When Jesus stands up, they’re all leaning forward, and he says, “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit.” They’re just like, “No, not blessed are the poor, blessed are the 
wealthy, what are you talking about?” 

• Blessed are the meek. “No, not blessed are the meek, blessed are the powerful.” 

• Blessed are those who mourn. “No, not blessed.” 

• Blessed are the merciful. “No, blessed are those that don’t have to show mercy.”

• Everything He is saying is utterly against their world view.

• Turn the other cheek, love your enemies, bless those who curse you. 

• By the time Jesus is done with the Sermon on the Mount, he has completely 
shredded their world view – but they have a problem. He has the greatest 
genealogy of any man who has ever spoke and his right to speak is absolute.
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Outcast Author

Matthew, the author of this amazing account on the life of Jesus, knew how the 
Konkomba people felt.

• In 9:1-13, Matthew tells his personal story and encounter with Jesus.

• Matthew was a tax collector.

• In the Roman Empire, paying taxes was little more than legalized extortion.

• They wouldn’t come collect the taxes personally, they would recruit Jewish 
neighbors to do it.

• Some of the Jewish tax collectors had a habit of collecting more than the Roman 
government required to pocket for themselves. 

• As you might imagine, tax collectors were not very well liked. 

• These people made it difficult for you to feed your family or even just survive. 

• They were loathed. You might say they were seen as dogs and pigs.

• Matthew could definitely relate to the Konkombas. 

• One day Jesus comes along, makes eye contact with Matthew and says those two 
words that changed his life – “Follow me” 
matthew 9:9

• Matthew no doubt is beyond surprised that Jesus would pick  
a person like himself. 

• Before Matthew leaves everything behind to follow Jesus all over the place for the 
next three years, he throws a party and invites all his tax collector friends.

• He also invites Jesus…and Jesus says, “yes.”

• The religious leaders witness all this and say to Jesus’ other disciples, Why does 
your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners? 
matthew 9:11

• Matthew remembers what Jesus says back to them and records it in his book -  
On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  
matthew 9:12-13

• Matthew, the outcast author, knew how the Konkomba people felt when they 
received the same invitation by Jesus.
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Outcast Women
Now, you probably missed it if you weren’t paying attention…or likely glossed over it to 
get to the “good stuff,” but Matthew, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, imbedded 
into the genealogy the names of five gals that no doubt felt like misfits, throwaways, 
marginalized outcast. As you read it, it becomes clear this was highly intentional to make 
a very clear point.

Let me briefly tell you their stories

Tamar

Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar…  
matthew 1:3

• Who is Tamar?

• Tamar was the daughter-in-law of Judah, the tribe from which Jesus would come 
from.

• Tamar’s husband dies, leaving her in a very vulnerable position. In that day, it would 
be very difficult for a woman to not be married and not have children to work the 
land and carry on the name of the family.

• Judah promises Tamar one of his other sons but doesn’t deliver on his promise, so 
Tamar takes matters into her own hands.

• She poses as a prostitute in a town that Judah is traveling through,  
and he takes the bait.

• Tamar gets pregnant.

• Of all the sons and grandsons Judah had you would think that God  
would select one of them to be the one Jesus would come through.  
But he chose the son of Tamar.

• Do you think that is an accident? I don’t think so.  
What message is God sending us?

Rahab

Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,
Obed the father of Jesse…  
matthew 1:5

• Who is Rahab?

• She was the Canaanite prostitute that hid the spies from Israel. 

• When Israel conquers Jericho, they spare Rahab and she becomes part of Israel and 
marries a man from the tribe of…anyone…Judah (Salmon).

• Of all the families in Judah, God chooses a man who married the Canaanite prostitute.
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• Do you think that is an accident? I don’t think so. What message is God sending us?

• Salmon and Rahab have a son named Boaz. He marries a woman named – 

Ruth

• Who is Ruth?

• Ruth is Moabite woman, a group of people who oppressed Israel for years.

• She married a son of Elimilech and Naomi from the tribe of…anybody…Judah, who 
fled Bethlehem to Moab to escape a famine.

• All the men died in Moab, and Naomi and Ruth come back to Bethlehem broken and 
poor.

• I won’t tell you the whole amazing love story found in the book that bears Ruth’s 
name, but Boaz the son of Rahab, marries Ruth, and they have a son named Obed.

• It’s through the line of Obed Jesus would come through. 

• Of all the people God had to choose from, why did he choose the offspring of a 
Moabite woman? An outcast.

• Do you think that’s an accident? I don’t think so. What message is God sending us?

• Obed has a son named Jesse and Jesse has a son named…anybody…David.

• David becomes king of Israel.

• As was custom back in that day, David already had several wives.

• One day as his men are at war, David is at his palace and sees a woman bathing 
and summons her, has an affair and she gets pregnant. 

• David has her husband killed on the battlefield and marries her. 

• They end up having a son named Solomon.

• Of all the sons David had, it would be through Solomon’s line  
that Jesus would come. 

• The name of this woman? – 

Bathsheba

…and Jesse the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother 
had been Uriah’s wife.  
matthew1:6

• Notice that Matthew doesn’t refer to her as Bathsheba or David’s wife, but as the 
wife of Uriah – the man David had killed.

• Why did the Holy Spirit breath those words into the pen of Matthew?

• Do you think that’s an accident? I don’t think so. What message is God sending us?

• The last woman to be mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus is…
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Mary

…and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah.  
matthew 1:16

• You would think God would have chosen a wealthy woman of standing for the 
 Son of God to be born into.

• But no…God chose a poor, simple woman from Nazareth. Why would God do that.

• Not only that, but God instructed Joseph not to marry her until after  
Jesus was born.

• Why would God do that?

• What message is God sending us?

Conclusion

Here is our “New Testament Challenge” for today – 

New: Jesus is the true Messiah; we should listen to him.

• Jesus is from the lineage of Abraham, Judah, Moses and David, but more 
importantly he is God.

• His birth and life and ministry fulfilled all of the prophesies of the Old Testament.

• Matthew covers many of them in his book. I counted nine distinct passages. 

• Jesus is the real deal. He is the Messiah, our Savior. Listen to what he has to say. 

Testament: We declare God loves us, sees us and speaks our language.

• This is the message Matthew and his inclusion of the five women is trying  
to send to us.

• Not a single person is outside of the love of God. He sees us and still loves us.  
He speaks our language.

• Do you feel like an outcast?

• Have you made a ton of mistakes in your past?

• Do feel you were born into the wrong family?

• Do you feel that life has passed you by?

• Are you poor?

• Are you broken?

• Do you feel unlovable?

• Do you…you fill in the blank

• Matthew is shouting out that God loves you, sees you and speaks your language.
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Challenge: Let Jesus save you.

• Jesus is the real deal. He is God who took on flesh to do something for you and me 
that we could not do for ourselves.

• He came to sacrifice his life for ours.

• When he died on the cross, he took all of our sin unto himself and paid for it, so we 
could be forgiven.

• The work is finished. The only thing left for us to do is to let him save us. 

• Share with people how to receive Christ.

Wrap up

Back to Konkomba people.

• By the time they come to the end of the book of Matthew, you will see old men 
who have served idols their whole life stand up and say, “How do I enter into this 
kingdom of God?” 

• This was Matthew’s goal not only for the Konkomba people, but for you and me.

• (Video of African testimony)

https://faithcomesbyhearing.wistia.com/medias/p1t47q117x
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OUTLINE • UNDERLINES ARE FILL IN’S FOR NOTES 

The Genealogy matthew 1:1-17

This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
matthew 1:1

Abraham is the father of Isaac, Isaac was the father of Jacob, Jacob was the father of 
Judah and his brothers…  
matthew 1:2

Outcast Author matthew 9:1-13

“Follow me”  
matthew 9:9

Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?  
matthew 9:11

On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go 
and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.”  
matthew 9:12-13

Outcast Women

Tamar

Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar…  
matthew 1:3

Rahab

Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed,  
whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse…  
matthew 1:5

Ruth

Bathsheba

…and Jesse the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother 
had been Uriah’s wife.  
matthew1:6

Mary

…and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah.  
matthew 1:16
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New Testament Challenge

New: Jesus is the true Messiah; we should listen to him

Testament: We declare God loves us, sees us and speaks our language.

Challenge: Let Jesus save you.



1the new testament challengeBackstaGe Pass

(Video Bumper/Title Reel)

(Pastor Note: insert your own story that works best here or feel free to call me your 
“friend” :-) )

Early in my career, my company moved me to Hawaii to manage an account that we 
had just sold. It was a pretty significant opportunity for me because our client was 
a Fortune 500 best-in-class corporation, and the Hawaii region was showing very 
promising results. So the bigwigs from the mainland flew over to see it for themselves 
and it was my job to host and entertain them. 

After a day of meetings, it was determined that we were going to meet up for drinks 
at Duke’s, a famous restaurant right on the beach in Waikiki. My clients all showed 
up—if I recall, at least 15 or 20 of them—and I led them around to the side door where 
there was a backyard patio that overlooked the Pacific Ocean. 

As I walked up to the door there was this bouncer. Big, burly guy with tattoos, a floral 
shirt and flip flops (what they called “slippers”), but somehow it was all working for 
him. Big dude. Arms folded.

He held up his hand and said, “You no come in.” (which was how many of them spoke. 
It was called “pidgin”).

I said, “Why?”

He said, “Because it’s full, yeah.”

I said, “But I have all these people with me.”

“Sorry, Haoli,” he said.

Embarrassed and I’m sure red in the face, I turn around to share the bad news with 
my bigwig clients when Bill stepped in, grabs the Bouncer’s hand—palm up—and 
placed his two hands over it, squeezing with a little rhythmic flair. And then slapping 
his shoulder, he turned and said to all of my clients, “This way guys.” With that, we all 
followed Bill to a signature table as if it were planned weeks ago.

Thank you, Bill! Bill was from New York, you see, but he worked for a huge ad agency 
in Los Angeles. Bill knew how the system worked. I thought this only happened  
in movies. Turns out it’s a very real thing and that’s when I learned two things on  
that day:

• One: floral shirts, it turns out, can look manly. Very manly.

• Two: in this world, cash opens up doors.

BACKSTAGE PASS • MARK, JAMES, HEBREWS • WORD COUNT 3676 
november 14, 2021
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Which, if you think about it, this is how the system has always worked. If not cash, 
then it was something else:

• When we were kids and built a fort, what was one of the first things you did? You 
made up a secret knock before anyone could enter!

• In grade school, you made up secret societies where no one could join unless 
they had…what? The magic word!

• If you went to college and joined a fraternity, what did you have to do? You had 
to pledge and do, well...lots of things. 

And now in our adult-ish lives, it’s no different:

• Country club: apply, pay your dues, stay off the greens.

• MENSA: you have to be wicked smart (or so I’m told).

• Want to get backstage? You need a pass and have to get past the bouncer.

It’s no different wherever you go: pedigree, hierarchy, meritocracy...you need some 
form of secret code, backstage pass, or cold hard cash to get in.

That’s what made Jesus so amazing and compelling. 

NEW: Jesus is the new bouncer over God’s party.

Jesus is the new bouncer and he’s letting everyone in! Check this out: In the book of 
Hebrews it says that ...Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his 
house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory. 
hebRews 3:6

We are called to confidence and courage to walk right in because, in fact,  
we are “THE PARTY” wherever we go as the people of God. 

And this was so maddening to the religious bouncers, who were called the Pharisees. 
Instead of floral shirts, they were rocking religious robes, tassels, and all sorts of 
things that said, “You no come in.” They stood outside the club door of the temple 
and kept people out, unless they:

• Didn’t break any of the rules (there were 365 of them)

• Fulfilled all the commands (there were 248 of them)

• Ate the right foods

• Gave the exact amounts

• Had the right people with them and none of the wrong people
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But Jesus arrives on the scene and just starts giving away the password, which seemed 
to be just one word: “WHOEVER…” 

• “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”  maRk 4:9

• “Whoever has will be given more...” maRk 4:25

• “Whoever wants to be my disciple…” maRk 8:34

Just that alone is powerful to me! Could you imagine that happening anywhere else?

• Who can get backstage to meet U2 (pastor note: insert a band/celebrity of choice) 
and the answer is “Whoever…”???

• How can you belong to Augusta? “Whoever…”???

• Who can join MENSA? “Whoever…”???

No, our world doesn’t work that way. You have to wait in line, do your time, pay your 
dues, climb the ladder. But in Jesus, here’s what we see time and time again and it must 
give testament to...

TESTAMENT: Jesus wants everyone in his club.

That’s why Jesus talks about the Kingdom of Heaven - which is his club and it’s the  
most amazing place! More than anything else, including love or prayer or Bible reading. 
When he prayed, Your kingdom come, your will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
matthew 6:10, he was giving us directions to the club: all that is true in heaven right now, 
all the time can break through into our time, space, matter, and time. 

He wants everyone in his club—now and for eternity!

Peter writes that Jesus is ...patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 
to come to repentance.  
2 peteR 3:9

And so Jesus invites us, bids us, to come into his club with this heralding word: 
WHOEVER. Throughout the Bible, the word “whoever” appears 234 times, but with 
Jesus it seems to be one of his favorite ways to introduce the Kingdom of God to people 
because he’s recorded as saying it 78 times himself, 12 times in Mark alone.

Q:  Did you happen to notice that in your reading this past week?

We’re in our second to last week of THE NEW TESTAMENT CHALLENGE where we are 
joining with churches from all over North America going through every page of the New 
Testament together in just 8 weeks. It’s been absolutely amazing to hear your insights 
and to see how we are literally becoming more grounded and anchored in God’s deepest 
heart by making His word a priority in our lives.
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I’m just loving seeing the chat thread, the emails, and the stories that are rising up all 
around us. In fact, I heard from one dad who decided to take the challenge with his 
15-year-old son… 

(Pastor Note: insert your own story—preferably that ties to the focus of this talk.)

So here we are in Week 7 and so many of you have read Mark, Hebrews and James. 
It was my reading through Mark in particular where Jesus’ word “WHOEVER…” really 
popped. It seemed to be this open invitation and a beckoning call wrapped up in one.

Max Lucado likes to ask the question, “How many of you think you’re a somebody? Raise 
your hand.” Awkward glances occur throughout the room. Whether they think they’re a 
somebody or not, nobody dares raise their hand. And then Max says, “No one? Well, how 
many of you think you’re a ‘Whoever’?” Everyone raises their hand.

Why? Because “whoever” literally means...everyone. Jesus is calling everyone—not just 
the rich, but also the poor. Not just the Jews, but also the Gentiles. Not just the Rabbis, 
but also the merchants. Not just men, but also women. Not just married people, but also 
singles. Not just adults, but also children.

When Jesus says “whoever,” he’s offering an open-ended call for everyone!

But every time he uses the word, it also comes with a challenge, one that always points 
us towards our best life.

We’re going to mix up our approach today and instead of offering just one challenge, 
we’re going to briefly look at 5 times in Mark’s gospel where Jesus uses the word 
“whoever” to identify five challenges that will equip us for the party.

So remember: Jesus, wants you in this party...he has a backstage pass waiting for you, 
but there are a series of challenges for us to consider. 

Challenge #1: Open your ears.

Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”  
Jesus, maRk 4:9

This is a favorite expression of Jesus and he often uses it after he’s said something 
disruptive. In this case, he’s just told a farming parable about a farmer who threw seed 
into four different kinds of soil - hardened soil, trampled soil, cramped soil, and fertile 
soil. Poignantly, he was challenging the religious bouncers who thought their soil didn’t 
stink, so to speak. 

Jesus then says, “Whoever has ears…” In other words, “Don’t miss this!” 

Jesus is calling us into a paradox; into a tension that we all experience in our lives.

• We must open our hearts to hear God’s truth.

• We cannot open our hearts unless God first opens them.
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I have ears and I will attune my hearing, and yet I cannot hear without God’s spirit to 
attune my hearing to his heart. 

You can relate to that, right?

• Maybe you have a big decision, and you want God’s direction?

• Or you’ve been reading the Bible these past many weeks and you still feel confused 
by many things.

• Or maybe you struggle to even believe that God is real and available to you.

So our challenge is this:

Pray “God, open my ears. I want to hear you.”

To pray this requires a confession, a form of repentance. Say to God, 

• My ears have been open to everything but you at times.

• My ears have been distracted by so much noise in my life—politics, newsfeeds, binge 
watching, constant work...

• I want to hear you, O God, over my every preference and desire. I surrender and ask, 
‘God open my ears because I want to hear.’

(Optional: pause to literally lead people through a prayer of hearing so that they can fully 
receive all that God wants to say to them through the rest of your time together. One 
suggestion, you can encourage people to literally put their hands over their ears)

Challenge #2: You have a role to play at the party.

“Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”  
Jesus, maRk 3:35

This is a very wild and scandalous moment. Jesus is saying things that are so crazy, wild, 
and out of the box that even his own family thought he’d lost his mind. So Mark records 
that Jesus was teaching in a home and that people were packed to the gills to hear him. 
Mary and Jesus’ brothers show up to take him quietly away. They didn’t want to make a 
scene. Mary just wanted to duck in, grab her boy, and take him home before he brought 
any more shame upon their home and family name. 

The crowd told him, “Jesus, your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.” 

Now, a good boy in that day and age, with that upbringing and being raised in a Jewish 
household, would’ve dropped WHATEVER he was doing and honored his mother. No 
questions asked. 

Instead? Jesus got philosophical: “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. And 
that’s when he said to those seated in a circle around him: “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 



6the new testament challengeBackstaGe Pass

And in that moment, Jesus created a “Whoever Forever Family.” He completely redefined 
family—one that transcends bloodline, genealogy and estate plans. Jesus says, in effect, 
no matter your pedigree or nationality or your college degree, you can be included in my 
family...into my club!

But don’t miss what Jesus said: “...whoever does my will.”

Which just makes sense, right? Any healthy family knows that we need two things to feel 
like we’re truly home: relationship and responsibility. If you have one without the other, 
you have problems:

• If you have close relationship but no responsibility, what are you? Well, either you’re 
incredibly spoiled or you are what’s called a “guest”. You are known, but not needed.

• If you have a lot of responsibility but no relationship, what are you? You are an 
employee. A servant. A vendor. You live downstairs in Downton Abbey. Your only 
way of relating to God is by working for him, but you don’t know how to be with 
him. You are needed but not known.

• If you have neither, then you’re a stranger.

• If you have both: family.

(Pastor note: this works as a foursquare matrix if whiteboarding is your thing. :-)

Jesus is not only radically redefining who can belong in the family of God, he’s also 
bringing us the challenge to take up what is ours. To join him in, one way or another, in 
inviting others backstage.

Q: What is one way you can play more of a role in this party?

• Where you work, live, study or play?

• Within your local church?

• In the other areas within the community that you serve?

CHALLENGE #3: Let God draw the lines, let’s just love.

“...for whoever is not against us is for us.”  
Jesus, maRk 9:40

This time the disciples are getting territorial because they report back to Jesus that 
someone is casting out demons but that they told him to stop because, they literally say, 
“...he was not one of us.” (Mark 9:38)

Does this sound familiar? An “Us” versus “Them”?

• In politics?

• In vaccinations?

• In theological nuance?
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• Ford people/Chevy people?

• iPhone people/Samsung people?

• Dog people/cat people?

We have this insatiable ability to divide, sector, splinter, faction…That’s what the disciples 
were doing and they wanted to get Jesus riled up too. But man, he put a stop to it and 
said point blank: “Do not stop him…” 

And there’s our challenge: Let God draw the lines, let’s just love.

Now, that doesn’t mean that we don’t live our lives from conviction. Nor choose a 
spineless love. But it does mean that we are no longer the judge and jury on everything. 
It means that we: 

• Speak truth, yes, but in love. (Ephesians 4:15)

• That we model ourselves after the life of Jesus who was the fullness of grace and 
truth. (John 1:14)

• Do not make mountains out of molehills.

• Look for commonality and common purposes that we can serve together in.

• That we live with a hopeful spirit for others versus a condemning spirit, believing in 
and hoping for a wideness in God’s mercy.

CHALLENGE #4:  True leaders give up their seats.

Jesus said, “Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.” 
Jesus, maRk 10:43-44

Here we find ourselves in another squabble. In essence, two disciples named James and 
John not only wanted to get into Jesus’ club; they not only wanted a backstage pass...
they were trying to get certain seats inside the club—you know, the ones up a level, 
behind the ropes...seated to the right and left of Jesus. 

This request was incredibly ill-advised and Jesus says as much. But things got a bit out 
of hand when the other ten disciples heard about this private conversation (in Matthew’s 
account it was their mom that initiated it! See Matthew 20:20), and suddenly they all 
began to act as if there were not enough seats to go around. They started to argue 
about who deserved the best seat backstage as if they were playing musical chairs and 
scrambling for the last seat.

So Jesus calls a timeout and brings us this challenge: TRUE LEADERS GIVE UP THEIR 
SEATS.

Jesus says, look I know that the only leadership models you know are positional ones. 
And those people sit on thrones with high backs and plush velvet. But the best leaders? 
They give up their seats—sit on buckets, coffee cans, or even on the floor if they have to.  
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That’s what sacrificial leaders do, those who are seeking the flourishing and liberation of 
those they lead. A true leader has a different kind of influence and it’s one that comes 
underneath others to serve them, to seek their wellbeing, and to blow wind into their 
sails. This is true at work, in our homes, or wherever we lead.

It’s also true in a spiritual sense. We can be liberating leaders. We can give up our seat 
because, in Jesus’ club, there are plenty to go around.

James, in his epistle, picks up this “WHOEVER” theme: ...Remember this: Whoever turns 
a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude 
of sins. James 5:20

Now, this verse has been used with great malpractice over the years. We throw our  
Bibles at people, point the finger, and try to guilt someone into the kingdom of 
God as if we’ve never heard of the PUSH/PULL theory. But get this: when you come 
alongside someone in error and...give up your seat. When you serve someone, love 
someone unconditionally, and yes, lovingly reflect back your heart for them, suddenly 
that backstage pass will become irresistible. It will become like the party they’ve been 
searching for their entire lives.

(Pastor note: insert your own story if you’d like)

There’s a friend of mine named Andy. Andy grew up in my hometown and in church like 
many of us. But his church experience didn’t quell his hunger, capture his imagination, 
nor make sense of all the confusion inside him. So he began to seek other backstage 
passes, got into clubs that led to some of the darkest and twisted places one could 
imagine. Ultimately, these backstage passes led to a permanent residence in a way of 
living and with a community of other club dwellers. He would say now that it was such 
a dark and despairing time in his life, but then he would say that he was finally free and 
doing what he wanted.

But his praying mom never judged and never gave up.

He told me that one day his mom just shared seven simple words that changed his life. 
She said, “Andy...I wanted so much more for you.”

Those words first angered him, then they compelled him, then broke through. And it  
was then that he took Jesus’ backstage pass. Not the Sunday school pass that he grew 
up on, but the pass that led Andy into an entirely new life; into a party that blew his 
mind; into a truly loving community of people and into a club that he had been  
searching for all of his life.

Andy joined the same club that Matthew closed down his tax office for; the same club 
that Peter dropped his nets to join; the same club that prompted Zacchaeus to empty 
out his bank account; the same club where Mary Magdalene finally heard her name; the 
same club where the outcasted Samaritan woman found her truest purpose; and the 
same club that I entered when, as a five year old boy, knelt on my knees beside my father 
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and invited Jesus into my heart. Where I, in essence, said, “Jesus, I take your backstage 
pass and I chose today to enter into your club.”

Because here’s our final challenge…. 

CHALLENGE #5: God wants us all in.

Some of us:

• Never even knew there was a club. Not one like this anyway.

• Felt like we were in the club but somehow thought we got kicked out.

• Are club hopping—dipping into Jesus’ club when it’s convenient but hitting many 
other clubs too.

Jesus wants us all in. 

Jesus says: "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned." 
Jesus, maRk 16:16

By Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, we believe that:

• In Christ, our every sin is forgiven

• In Christ, our every desire is fulfilled

• In Christ, our purposes have meaning

• In Christ, our eternity is secure

Jesus stands down the bouncers and offers you and me a backstage pass into the best 
club ever, and he calls you by simply saying, “Whoever.” 

You’re a whoever. I’m a whoever. All you need to do is take your pass, sidestep the 
bouncers in your life, and come in.

(Prayer - invitation to accept Jesus. Pastor note: write the words that are most 
appropriate or stylistically a fit for your culture)

Jesus, I accept your backstage pass today into the abundant and eternal life.

Thank you for dying for me and my sins. Thank you that the very power that raised you 
from the dead can raise me into a new life. Thank you for pushing right through all the 
bouncers in my life—my sins, my inhibitions, fear and pride. I’m sorry for all the ways I’ve 
sought after at every other club. But I’m ready. Today. Right now.

I invite your Spirit into my heart so that, wherever I go, you are with me.  
I will sit with you as Lord of my life and I commit to following where you lead. 
And I choose to join you in giving this pass away to others.
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Suggestions to shorten your talk:

• Instead of five “Whoevers,” you can choose just three.

• Take out “series update” in the middle section.

OPTIONS
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OUTLINE • UNDERLINES ARE FILL IN’S FOR NOTES 

NEW: Jesus is the new bouncer over god’s party.

“...Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold 

firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory.”  
hebRews 3:6

But Jesus arrives on the scene and gives away the password: “WHOEVER”

• “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”  maRk 4:9

• “Whoever has will be given more...” maRk 4:25

• “Whoever wants to be my disciple…” maRk 8:34

TESTAMENT: Jesus wants everyone in his club.

“Your kingdom come; your will be done; on earth as it is in heaven” 
matthew 6:10

Jesus is “...patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,  
but everyone to come to repentance.”  
2 peteR 3:9

CHALLENGE #1: Open your ears.

Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 
Jesus, maRk 4:9

Jesus is calling us into a paradox:

• We must open our hearts to hear God’s truth.

• We cannot open our hearts unless God first opens them

CHALLENGE #2: You have a role to play at the party.

“Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 
Jesus, maRk 3:35

Any healthy family knows that we need two things to feel like we’re truly home: 
relationship and responsibility. 

• If you have relationship but no responsibility: guest

• If you have responsibility but no relationship: employee
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• If you have neither: stranger

• If you have both: family

Q: What is one way you can play more of a role in God’s kingdom?

CHALLENGE #3: Let god draw the lines, let’s just love.

“...for whoever is not against us is for us.” 
Jesus, maRk 9:40

CHALLENGE #4: True leaders give up their seats.

Jesus said, “Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.”  
maRk 10:43-44

It’s also true in a spiritual sense. “...remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of 
their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins.”  
James 5:20

CHALLENGE #5: God wants us all in.

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved,  
but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 
Jesus, maRk 16:16

Jesus, I accept your backstage pass today into the abundant and eternal life.

Thank you for dying for me and my sins. Thank you that the very power that raised you 
from the dead can raise me into a new life. Thank you for pushing right through all the 
bouncers in my life - my sins, my inhibitions, fear, and pride. I’m sorry for all the ways I’ve 
sought after at every other club. But I’m ready. Today. Right now.

I invite your Spirit into my heart so that, wherever I go, you are with me.  
I will sit with you as Lord of my life and I commit to following where you lead. 
And I choose to join you in giving this pass away to others.
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(Insert Bumper Video)

Introduction

(Option to insert your own story of doubt in your faith)

Pastor and author Randy Frazee tells his story of growing up in an unchurched home. 

• At the age of fourteen he and his younger sister were invited by a neighbor to 
attend their summer Vacation Bible School.

• On Tuesday night, the neighbor drove up, not in the family station wagon, but in 
the rickety church bus that picked up kids all over the city whose parents didn’t 
go to church. 

• Randy heard the gospel on the first night and understood what was being 
offered – acknowledge your sin and believe Jesus is the Son of God who paid the 
price of your sin on the cross and receive the gift of eternal life.

• He returned on Wednesday night to make sure he heard things correctly. He 
heard the same message. 

• So, he went home and knelt by his bed and said a simple prayer to receive 
Christ, but he wasn’t sure it stuck. He felt like he needed to make it official with a 
professional.

• This was back in the mid 70’s where all of the messages were focused on the 
imminent return of Jesus. 

• Essentially, Jesus could return at any moment to take believers  
with him to heaven. 

• Anyone who didn’t believe would be left behind to ultimately face the fiery 
flames of hell. Scary stuff for anyone, but particularly a 14-year-old.

• Randy admits that while no one said it explicitly, both the youth pastor and 
the senior pastor implied that Jesus was coming back on Friday at the end of 
Vacation Bible School. Time was running out. He had to talk to someone on 
Thursday night.

• He decided to talk to a portly Italian guy named Paul Vilar for two reasons:

• Paul was the captain of the bus he road on every night and felt he had 
somewhat of a relationship with him. 

• Second, they kept quoting Paul in church – “I beseech you therefore brothers 
in view of God’s mercy to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God…”

• Randy said, “Paul never talked this way on the bus, but he must be  
the ‘go-to’ guy.”

THE END • 1-2 PETER, JUDE, JOHN • WORD COUNT 2529 
november 21, 2021
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• On Thursday night, Randy mustered up the courage to approach Paul Vilar who 
immediately passed him off to the youth pastor. Randy said a more eloquent prayer 
and felt he secured the deal in the nick of time. 

• It’s Friday – the day Jesus is going to return. There are two things that  
must be done:

• What to wear for all of eternity? Randy selected a red blazer with khaki pants. 

• Second…say good-bye to his parents. They would be left behind, which he felt 
really bad about, but wasn’t sure what else he could do.

• The anticipation as he walked into the church building was palpable. 

• Friday night comes…and Friday night goes…and no Jesus. Huh…

• He went back home and said “hello” to his parents.

That was almost fifty years ago, and Jesus still has not returned. 

• This can create doubt for followers of Jesus. 

• The Latin root for “doubt” is “dubitare” which means “to hesitate or waver.”  
When we doubt, we are wavering on our commitment. Doubt = dubitare =  
to hesitate or waiver.

• Maybe some of you are in that place of doubt right now about your faith.  
Let’s talk about this today.

Intro to 2 Peter & Jude

This week those of you who are taking on the New Testament Challenge to read through 
the entire New Testament in eight weeks, digested 1-2 Peter, Jude and the gospel of 
John. Way to go!

• I want to focus our attention today on 2 Peter and Jude because the people they 
were writing to were struggling with doubt that Christ had not returned yet. 

• To make matters worse, there were people in the church who were fueling the doubt 
and both guys decide it’s time to address it head on. 

• Apparently, Peter reads Jude’s letter and drew on much of what he had to say. 2 
Peter 2 essentially covers the same points Jude’s small letter makes. 

• I want us to zero in on 2 Peter 3.

2 Peter 3

Doubt Created (3:1-4)
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Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as 
reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. I want you to recall the words 
spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and 
Savior through your apostles.

Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing  
and following their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he 
promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since  
the beginning of creation.”  
2 peteR 3:1-4

• So you can see that people were stirring up doubt right within the assembly.

• It had only been 30 years since Jesus’ resurrection, and people were getting a bit 
restless.

• Peter offers his rebuttal in verses 5-9—

Rebuttal (3:5-9)

But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into 
being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the 
world of that time was deluged and destroyed.  
2 peteR 3:5-6

Peter begins by pointing out that…

• Everything has not stayed the same. (3:5-6)

• He first goes back to creation. God created it all. 

• Water was a key ingredient used. Did you know that human bodies are 60% 
water? 

• Evil kept growing and growing among the human race. God intervened and 
brought about the flood with the same waters he used at creation. Things 
changed.

• Peter could have drawn on many examples in history where God did not allow for 
things to stay the same. He chose this particular example because of the point he 
was going to make next.

• The scoffers were trying to undermine the character of God and Peter would 
have none of it. 

• Look at verse 7— 

By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for 
the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.  
2 peteR 3:7
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Peter continues to build his rebuttal by driving home his second point— 

• Everything will not stay the same. (3:7)

• “By the same word”—refers to the spoken word of God which makes a promise 
and keeps that promise by merely speaking and things change.

• “By that same word,” Peter says, “here is what’s going to happen next.”

• There is a day coming when the earth is going to be destroyed, this time by fire, 
and those who scoffed and didn’t believe will be judged. 

• Paul also refers to this coming event in his second letter to the Thessalonians—

All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. God is just: He will pay 
back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, 
and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in 
blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and 
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting 
destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
might on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled 
at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our 
testimony to you.  
2 thessaLonians 1:5-10

• Nothing has escaped the eyes of God. 

• Why has God let bad things happen to good people? He hasn’t. In the end he 
makes it all right.

• Everything has not stayed the same…Everything will not stay the same.

• Peter now wants to give us insight on how God works. 

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day. 
2 peteR 3:8

• What’s Peter’s point? Here it is…

• God works off a different timetable. (3:8)

• A day for us is like a 1000 years to God. 

• Okay, here is an oldie but a goodie

• A man was speaking to God and he asked him, “God, is it true that to you a 
thousand years is a minute?” “That’s true,” God replied. “And is it true that to 
you $1,000,000 is like a penny?” “That’s true,” God said. “Well, you see I’m a 
poor man and I was wondering if you could give me a penny,” asked the man. 
“Sure,” said God, “in a minute.”
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• Consider this, when God came to Abraham and told him essentially that it would 
be through Abraham’s offspring that Jesus would come the first time it was 
around the year 2096 B.C. Jesus doesn’t arrive on the scene the first time until 5 
B.C. that is 2091 years of waiting. But God kept his promise.

• It’s not unreasonable then that Jesus hasn’t returned a second time yet. It has 
only been 1990 years since he left. (AD2020 – AD30). (Build)

Promise to Abraham------------Birth of Jesus-----------Today

2096 BC   5BC  AD2020’s

  2091 yrs.  1990 yrs.

• We humans today pace in front of a microwave. God doesn’t do that.

• Someone said, “God has perfect timing, never early, never late. It takes a little 
patience, and it takes a lot of faith, but it is worth the wait.”

• The question is, “why does God wait so long?” Peter answers that question in the 
next verse—

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead 
he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. 
2 peteR 3:9

Here is Peter’s final rebuttal—

• God’s “delay” offers time for more people to believe. (3:9,15)

• He makes the point again in verse 15—Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience 
means salvation… 2 peteR 3:15

• God is not willing that any should perish (Matthew 18:14); this is the very heart of 
John 3:16.

• When Jesus comes back the second time, that’s it…time’s up.

• Certainly, you know people like I do that you desperately want to see trust Jesus 
and inherit eternal life. Every day that God “delays” is an opportunity for another 
person to come to faith in Christ. 

• God is just and full of love. He wants to make sure that all nations and people 
groups have had a chance to hear his Word, his offer of life.

• Jesus told us - And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. matthew 24:14

• There is a major initiative going on right now to get God’s Word in all the 
remaining language groups on the earth by 2033.  When and if that happens, 
could that spark the end of the earth as we know it? No one knows for sure.

• But here is what we do know as we look at todays “New Testament Challenge” 
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New Testament Challenge

New: The Day of the Lord is coming (3:10-13)

Look at verse 10— 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; 
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will  
be laid bare. 
2 peteR 3:10

• Just like Israel waited for the first coming of Jesus, so now the church waits for the 
second coming of Jesus. 

• When this happens, things will be different, trust me.

Testament: We declare and believe Jesus will keep his promise.

In John 14, he says to his disciples— 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My 
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 
going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
John 14:1-3

• Let me ask you, “Do you believe Jesus’ promise to you?”

• It’s okay to doubt. 

• Peter was full of doubts the night Jesus was on trial and ended up denying he 
knew Jesus three times—one time to a junior high girl.

• Jude invites the church to be a place where people can express their doubt.

Be merciful to those who doubt (Jude 22)

• We want our church to be a place where people not only declare what they 
believe but what they are struggling to believe.

• We particularly want to provide this for our students. At some point they must 
decide to own their faith personally. 

• This often involves a season of wrestling with God and with doubt. That’s okay. 
It’s normal. Parents, don’t freak out. 

• If we don’t give them a chance to express their doubts and questions to us, they 
will definitely find an ear in the world or at the university when they leave your 
nest. And most universities today will lead them away from the faith you so 
passionately deposited within them. 
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Challenge: Live godly lives as we look forward to Jesus’ coming.

Listen to verses 11-13— 

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to 
be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God 
and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by 
fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are 
looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 
2 peteR 3:11-13

• For some of you this might sound a little scary—the earth melting like fire. It reads 
like a horror, sci-fi movie and in some ways that’s what it will be like, I guess. 

• But feast your eyes on the last part. The end of this earth and all the darkness, 
illness, hatred, wars and even death, will lead to a new beginning, something new for 
all who believe.

• That will be the focus of our last week together in the New Testament Challenge as 
you finish up reading the last four books of the Bible – 1-3 John and Revelation. 

• When you come back next week, I will explain in more detail what this new place is 
going to be like.

• In the meantime, as we wait for the Day of the Lord…

• have you considered what you might want to be wearing when  
Jesus comes back…?

• and who will you need to say “good-bye” to? Invite them back next week  
and maybe you can forget that good-bye.
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OUTLINE • UNDERLINES ARE FILL IN’S FOR NOTES 

Doubt Created (3:1-4)

Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as 
reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. I want you to recall the words 
spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior 
through your apostles.

Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 
following their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever 
since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”  
2 peteR 3:1-4

Rebuttal (3:5-9)

• Everything has not stayed the same. (3:5-6)

But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into 
being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the 
world of that time was deluged and destroyed.  
2 peteR 3:5-6

• Everything will not stay the same. (3:7)

By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for 
the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.  
2 peteR 3:7

• God works off a different timetable. (3:8)

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day.  
2 peteR 3:8

• God’s “delay” offers time for more people to believe. (3:9,15)

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead 
he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.  
2 peteR 3:9

New Testament Challenge

New: The Day of the Lord is coming. (3:10-13)

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar;  
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will  
be laid bare.  
2 peteR 3:10
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Testament: We declare and believe Jesus will keep his promise.

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My 
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that  
I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  
John 14:1-3

Be merciful to those who doubt (Jude 22)

Challenge: Live godly lives as we look forward to Jesus’ coming.

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to 
be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God 
and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by 
fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are 
looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.  
2 peteR 3:11-13
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(Insert Bumper Video)

Introduction

(Option to insert your own story here)

There is a pastor who tells the story about his mother who grew up literally dirt poor.

• She grew up in a home with a dirt floor.

• She got married at age 18 and had four children, whom she gave her life to.

• She never did anything for herself.

When the pastor finally got to the point where he was making a decent salary,  
he decided to treat his mother to an all-expense paid for trip to the beautiful  
Niagara Falls. 

• The trip was planned for the day after Christmas.

• Three months before the mother shared she wasn’t feeling well.

• Three days before they were to leave, his mother died of pancreatic cancer.

• He missed treating his mom to this wonderful experience by just three days. 

• He was devastated.

Maybe you have a story like this. 

• There is someone you love, and you had plans and dreams of all the things  
you are going to do together. 

• But they died and those plans and dreams died with them. 

• Let’s talk a little about this today as we wrap up our journey through the  
New Testament. 

Today, we not only come to the last four books of the Bible (1-3 John and Revelation), 
but we come to the end of time as we know it. 

• Last week we covered this in the writings of 2 Peter and Jude. Their focus was 
more on the end of time on this earth.

• Today we are going to dive into the last book of the Bible, Revelation, and 
discover that for believers in Jesus, this isn’t the end, but really a new beginning. 

John
John is the author of these last four books of the Bible. 

• He is also the author the gospel that bears his name, that you read in week 7. 

• History tells us that at the very least Peter, Paul and James were martyred for 
their faith in Jesus.

THE BEGINNING • 1-3 JOHN, REVELATION • WORD COUNT 2374 
november 28, 2021
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• Roman officials decided to do something different with John. They decided to exile 
him to the island of Patmos to snuff out his influence on the world. 

• Their plan totally backfired. While on the island, John receives a vivid, 3D vision 
of the things to come. He writes down what he sees in the last book of the Bible—
Revelation—which is God’s big reveal or unveiling of the future.

• This book has been so instrumental in the Christian community to spark courage 
and hope for the secure and awesome future that we have in Jesus Christ.

• I want to give you a taste of that courage and hope today. 

• Let’s open our Bibles to the last few chapters of the last book in the Bible where we 
will find “4 Discoveries about our Future”

4 Discoveries
Discovery #1: We are going to receive new bodies.

• When a Christian’s body gives out, their spirit goes to be with God. We call this 
heaven. 

• We don’t know much about this intermediate state other than we are with Jesus and 
that is enough. 

• But this is not the end. Most Christians think this is it, but it’s not. There is more.

• When Jesus returns, followers of Jesus who have died and followers of Jesus who 
are alive at his return will receive new imperishable bodies. 

• Listen to what one theologian writes – 

• “It would be impossible to discover any single point of greater agreement in the 
history of Christian thought than this single one: the future bodily resurrection of 
the dead is the blessed hope of all who are in Christ Jesus by faith.”  
dR. RoGeR oLson1

• Back in week three you read 1 Corinthians. All of chapter 15 speaks to this truth. 
Paul pens these words—

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a 
flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  
1 coRinthians 15:51-52

• When Christ returns, all those who believe in Jesus will receive new imperishable 
bodies like Jesus did at his resurrection. I don’t know about you, but I am hoping for 
a few modifications.

1 Roger E. Olson, The Mosaic of Christian Belief: Twenty Centuries of Unity and Diversity  
(Downer’s Grove, IL: IVP, 2002), 321
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• Now here’s a good question, “Why do we need physical bodies if we’re going to 
spend eternity up in the clouds, in the atmosphere somewhere.

• Anybody got a good guess? …It’s because we will not spend eternity up in the 
heavens. Where we will spend eternity will require that we have a body. This is our 
second discovery. 

Discovery #2: The final destination for believers is not up there but down here.

• Listen to this, God is going to do what he did in Genesis 1-2 all over again.

• News flash—the first two chapters of the Bible read almost identical to the last 
two chapters of the Bible. 

• Genesis 1:1 reads, In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
Genesis 1:1

• Revelation 21:1 reads, Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away…  
ReveLation 21:1

• Human history does not unfold as a straight line but like a circle that winds us all 
the way around to where we started—to the original vision of God.

• Eternal life is not spent up in the sky but on a new earth.

• That is why we need physical bodies. 

• Maybe think of it this way: when we die, we go up to heaven; when Christ returns, he 
brings heaven down to a brand new earth.

• Now that is plumb exciting, but it doesn’t stop there.

Discovery #3: God is not staying up there, but he is coming down here.

• He is coming down here to be with us as he was with Adam an Eve, to take  
walks with us in the cool of the day (Genesis 3:8). Anyone interested in taking  
a walk with God?

• Look at the next verse in Revelation 2—

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away.  
ReveLation 21:3-4

• I have somewhat of an idea of what it will be like to meet Jesus face to face, but 
have you ever pondered meeting the Father and the Holy Spirit?
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• Will I be able to touch them and feel their breath on my face as I talk with them?

• My heart is pounding right now as I realize that all the images I have had of the 
Father will be altered to reality. 

• I think we’re all in for a big surprise; to come face-to-face with Pure Love, now 
that is going to be something. 

• I don’t know about you, but I am ready to have every tear wiped from my eyes by 
the index finger of Jesus himself.

• But it doesn’t stop there.

Discovery #4: God will form a grand new city beyond our imaginations where we will 
live with him on the new earth.

• Look back at Revelation 21:2—I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 
ReveLation 21:2

• Jesus the carpenter has been constructing a physical city that will descend onto the 
new earth. (John 14:1-4)

• John is given the dimensions of this city in verses 15-17— 

The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city,  
its gates and its walls. The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide.  
He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as 
wide and high as it is long. The angel measured the wall using human measurement, 
and it was 144 cubits thick. 
ReveLation 21:15-17

• Let me put it in terms we an understand. 

“The city is essentially a fifteen-hundred-mile symmetrical cube. For some context, 
fifteen hundred miles is about the distant between the southernmost tip of Florida 
and Maine. If the measurements are correct, the wall around the city will be about 
seventy yards thick. This is a whole new vision for living. Scenes out of sci-fi movies 
come to mind, where people are living in multiple layers and traveling in hovercraft. I 
grew up watching a cartoon called The Jetsons2, and this is how they lived, in a vast 
sprawling city raised high above the ground. Who ever thought that this might be 
our best vision of the afterlife?”3 (Image of a cube over the United States)

• How many people might be able to live in such a city? Well, someone did the math—

 2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Jetsons 
 3 Randy Frazee, What Happens After you Die, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2017), 85
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“Someone calculated that if this structure is cube-shaped, it would allow for 20 billion 
residents, each having his or her own private 75-acre cube. If each residence were smaller, 
then there is room to accommodate 100 thousand billion people. Even then, plenty of 
room is left over for parks, streets and other things you would see in any normal city.”4

• And this is just the main city. There is still the rest of the earth for us to explore that 
will be grander and more pristine than it is right now. 

• There is so much more to show you but let me skip over to chapter 22 and the 
description John writes from the vision he saw – 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the 
city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, 
yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will 
be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will 
be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a 
lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign 
for ever and ever. 
ReveLation 22:1-5

• Imagine: a crystal-clear river containing the same water Jesus offered the woman at 
the well. John 4:10-14

• It doesn’t just quench thirst, but it sustains life eternally.

• For centuries people such as Juan Ponce de Leon searched for the Foundation of 
Youth.

• Turns out it’s not in the islands of Bimini but right smack-dab in the center of the 
New Jerusalem. This just might be something to see!

• On either side of the river will be two identical trees—not just any random variety of 
trees but the Tree of Life from the original garden of Eden, bearing fruit that gives 
eternal life. 

• We will have free and unlimited access to the fruit of the tree Adam and Eve 
ignored.

• We will sink our mouths full of healthy, resurrected teeth into that fruit and savor 
a hint of eternity in every bite.

• And the best part of all, we will finally see God face-to-face. 

• In ancient times criminals were banished from the presence of the king.  
1 samueL 14:24

4 Ron Rhodes, The Wonders of Heaven (Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 2009), 122.
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• We were once criminals and enemies of God and  
were banished from his presence.  
Romans 5:10

• But no longer will this be our condition.

• We will be pardoned through faith in Christ and therefore no longer prohibited 
from being in his presence.

• At this point we will be able to gaze directly into his eyes. 

• John tells us here that we will receive a mark on our foreheads that bears  
Christ’s name.

• I have never been big on tattoos.

• I just can’t decide what permanent mark I would want to place on my body and 
am not sure how it will look on me when I’m ninety years old.

• Well, this is one tattoo I am prepared to take with great honor. 

• This mark will basically remind us that, as crazy as it may seem, we belong here.

New Testament Challenge
Here is our final New Testament Challenge.

New: Jesus is going to create a New Heaven and New Earth.

Testament: All who believe in Jesus in this life, will live eternally with God in the next.

Challenge: Have you made your reservation?

• As we have seen in our journey through the New Testament, God makes it 
abundantly clear that it is his desire that all would be saved and experience this 
glorious future he has prepared for us. 

• There is room for everyone, but God only wants those there who want to be there.

• Do you want to be there?

• Then, before it’s too late, you need to let him know. 

• There is only one entry door, and his name is Jesus Christ. (John 10:9)

The pastor I referred to at the opening of the message who lost his mom three days before 
they were do head to the Niagara Falls, envisioned this great river flowing from the throne 
of God. “Certainly,” he said, “this will rival Niagara Falls. Turns out the trip had not been 
cancelled after all…it had just been postponed.” 

• And the trip is paid for in full, not by her son, but by the Son of God.

• And it won’t be for just three days in a rented hotel,  
but forever as a permanent resident. 

• And so it will be for all of us who believe. 
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OUTLINE • UNDERLINES ARE FILL IN’S FOR NOTES 

4 Discoveries about our Future

• Discovery #1: We are going to receive new bodies.

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a 
flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  
1 coRinthians 15:51-52

• Discovery #2: The final destination for believers is not up there but down here.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
Genesis 1:1

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven  
and the first earth had passed away…  
ReveLation 21:1

• Discovery #3: God is not staying up there, but he is coming down here.

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away.”  
ReveLation 21:3-4

• Discovery #4: God will form a grand new city beyond our imaginations where we 
will live with him on the new earth.

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  
ReveLation 21:2

The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its 
gates and its walls. The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He 
measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as 
wide and high as it is long. The angel measured the wall using human measurement, 
and it was 144 cubits thick.  
ReveLation 21:15-17
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Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the 
city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, 
yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in the city, and his servants will serve him.  They will see his face, and his name will 
be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a 
lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign 
for ever and ever.  
ReveLation 22:1-5

New Testament Challenge

• New: Jesus is going to create a New Heaven and New Earth.

• Testament: All who believe in Jesus in this life, will live eternally  
with God in the next.

• Challenge: Have you made your reservation?


