
episode 7

Miracles, Messiah, and the roMan eMpire

Discussion Questions
In this episode, Dave Stotts and his Drive Thru History research team looks into what is arguably the greatest 
single historical event ever recorded: the birth of Messiah. As he examines history, tradition, and the biblical record, 
Dave reveals a few secrets that may surprise even the most ardent students of the ultimate Christian holy day.

 1. What common misconceptions about Christmas 
might be revised in light of specific details revealed 
about the Magis’ visit in the Matthew 2?

 2. How far back in history is the December 25 date for 
the celebration of Christmas recorded?

 3. What are the two different perspectives on Christ-
mas that have fostered debate over the celebration 
of the birth of Christ? Why do you think tension 
exists between these two different ways of looking at 
Christmas?

 4. When was Christmas made an official U.S. holiday 
by the federal government?

 5. What facts do we know for certain about St. Nicho-
las, upon whom the traditional character of Santa 
Claus is based?

 6. Whose celebration of the Nativity in the thirteenth 
century still influences many Christians’ concept of 
Messiah’s birth? What elements in the typical Nativ-
ity scene can be attributed to this person?

 7. Read through the accounts of Matthew 1:18–2:11 
and Luke 2:4–20. Which elements of traditional 
Christmas Nativity scenes and reenactments are 
included in these accounts? Which elements are not 
included?

 8. Under whose rule was the original Church of the 
Nativity built over the traditional birthplace of Jesus? 
When? What two religious orders maintain the exist-
ing church today?

 9. Read Jeremiah 23:2, Ezekiel 34:2, and Luke 2:8–15. 
Why do you think the birth of Israel’s Messiah was 
revealed to Jewish shepherds in fields adjacent to 
Jerusalem? Why do you think they initially were so 
frightened?

 10. Had you been present and aware of Messiah’s birth at 
the time, what would your response have been? Upon 
what knowledge would your response be based?
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episode 8

Miracles, Messiah, and the roMan eMpire

Discussion Questions
Ride with Dave Stotts northward in Israel as he sets his sights on the Sea of Galilee—a site with genuine and 
unquestionable biblical significance. Along the way, we will examine a number of significant events that took place 
in that historically rich and beautiful region.

 1. What are the approximate dimensions of the Sea of 
Galilee? Are there any bodies of water near you that 
you can compare in size with Israel’s largest body of 
fresh water?

 2. Read Isaiah 9:1–7. Why is the Galilee region so sig-
nificant in the ministry of Jesus? Why do you think 
Jesus began his ministry there? What would have 
been the hope of those in that area who believed he 
was the Messiah?

 3. Name the type of fish most common in the Sea of 
Galilee today. What is the alternate name given to it 
by Christian pilgrims?

 4. According to Matthew 4:18–21, Jesus called four dis-
ciples to follow him as they worked alongside the Sea 
of Galilee. Who were they? Why do you think they 
followed him?

 5. Describe any biblical events you can recall that took 
place on or near the Sea of Galilee. Where is that 
event found in the Bible?

 6. What qualities of those who will genuinely inherit 
the eternal kingdom did Jesus reveal in what is popu-
larly called “the Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew 
5–7)? How might those qualities differ from traits 
seen in some religious beliefs and behaviors today?

 7. Besides its obviously miraculous nature, what was 
so prophetically significant about the miracle of 
the loaves and fishes (Matthew 15:29–38; Mark 
6:35–44)?

 8. Why is Capernaum popularly called “the Town of 
Jesus”? Find in the Bible as many events as you can 
that took place in Capernaum.

 9. Why did Joseph choose Nazareth in Galilee as the 
place to settle his family and raise the boy Jesus? 
What effect did that decision have in the life of the 
young Messiah?

 10. Read Luke 4:16–30. How did Jesus reveal himself 
to the Jews of Nazareth during his adult ministry? 
What response did he receive?
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episode 9

Miracles, Messiah, and the roMan eMpire

Discussion Questions
This episode finds Dave Stotts first exploring the high and varied volcanic tablelands known as the Golan 
Heights, which form a natural avenue of access into Israel from regions to the east and northeast. In that region he 
explores ancient Caesarea Philippi and King Agrippa’s Palace. Then, back down on Israel’s coastal plain, Dave exam-
ines the site of Caesarea Maritima, Herod the Great’s engineering marvel that provided the land with a “modern” 
Roman port at the time of Christ.

 1. Why might the Romans have chosen Caesarea 
Philippi as a “rest and recreation” location for its sol-
diers and nobles? What pagan god gave the place its 
ancient name of Banias?

 2.  According to Matthew 16:13–20, Jesus took his dis-
ciples to Caesarea Philippi and asked them a very 
significant question. What was that question? What 
were some of their responses? What was Peter’s 
response?

 3. To whom did the land later occupied by Caesarea 
belong before it was seized by Octavian?

 4. What role did Herod design Caesarea to fulfill in 
relation to Judea?

 5. How did Caesarea accommodate Roman shipping 
traffic? What is remarkable about the Roman engi-
neering that made this possible?

 6. Caesarea’s fresh water was supplied by what means 
that still survives today?

 7. What biblical character’s existence is historically ver-
ified by a stone found at Caesarea? What does this 
reveal about the accuracy of the Scriptures?

 8. What role did Caesarea Maritima play in events 
recorded in the book of Acts? What specific episodes 
took place in Caesarea that directly influenced the 
life and ministry of the apostle Paul?

 9. As a Roman citizen, Paul appealed to Caesar while 
under examination in Caesarea, as recorded in Acts 
25:10–11. What did this mean? Why do you think 
Paul employed this strategy?

 10. Caesarea was built to ensure that Rome would be 
brought to land where God promised to establish his 
kingdom forever. What might be the significance, 
then, of Paul setting sail for Rome from Caesarea?
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