
EPISODE 4

CONQUEST, CANAANITES, AND THE HOLY CITY

Discussion Questions
In this episode,� Dave looks back into the biblical history of Israel to help us better understand why this tiny coun-
try —  about the size of New Jersey —  arouses the deepest passions of not only its inhabitants but of millions of  people 
worldwide. He also visits key Old Testament ruins to see whether they confirm or contradict the biblical account.

 1. In light of the Promised Land’s lack of a river system, 
abundant natural resources, or fertile agricultural 
basin, why do you think ancient tribes sought to live 
there and control it?

 2. Based on the land’s dependence on rain and storms 
for its fertility, what kinds of false gods might its 
early inhabitants have worshiped and served?

 3. What reasons do you think God might have had in 
promising that particular land to Abraham and his 
descendants forever? How did it differ from the lands 
occupied by the great kingdoms of that era?

 4. Read Genesis 15:13 – 16. While God was giving the 
pagan Canaanites 400 years to choose to seek him 
and turn from their false gods, what was he doing to 
increase the numbers of his chosen  people? Which 
situation would you have preferred to live in at the 
time?

 5. Dave traces the history of the Jews and the land God 
promised them through the eras of Assyrian, Babylo-
nian, Persian, Greek, Roman, Byzantine, Arab, Cru-
sader, Mameluk, Ottoman, and British control. If 
you had been an observant, Old Testament-believing 
Jew during those eras, what would have been your 

view of the Holy Land and the city of Jerusalem? 
Based on what?

 6. What additional insights —  from both sides of 
today’s tense status quo —  did you gain from Dave’s 
brief overview?

 7. How do the more recent discoveries of the mud brick 
walls that collapsed at Jericho affect our understand-
ing of the Bible’s reliability? What specific character-
istics of the evidence are consistent with the biblical 
account in Joshua 6?

 8. What episode at Jericho is recorded in Luke 
19:1 – 10? Why do you think this encounter is so 
widely remembered and well thought of?

 9. How does the archaeological evidence at Hazor 
(along with that in Megiddo and Gezer) apparently 
confirm the information found in 1 Kings 9:15?

 10. Dave alludes to the Assyrian and Babylonian con-
quests of Hazor and the rest of the land in 722 BC 
and 586 BC, respectively. From what you know of 
the Bible, what were the determining factors in these 
conquests?
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EPISODE 5

CONQUEST, CANAANITES, AND THE HOLY CITY

Discussion Questions
In this episode,� Dave and his Drive Thru History team venture north into the Palestinian-occupied West Bank, 
where he visits often-overlooked biblical sites of great importance. Although they are out of the mainstream of biblical 
tourism, we will see that they are not out of the mainstream of God’s past —  and future —  attention.

 1. What promise was given to Abraham at Shechem in 
Genesis 12:6 – 7? What do you think God meant by 
his promise?

 2. Read Joshua 8:30 – 35. What effect does it have on 
your identification with the Old Testament to be 
able to see Mount Ebal and Mount Gerazim in the 
video, and then read this account?

 3. Read Joshua 24:1 – 25. In light of the unique condi-
tions in the Promised Land, why might the Israelites 
have been tempted to begin worshiping the gods of 
the  people they had just conquered? What was Josh-
ua’s response to that problem?

 4. In Joshua 24:15, the man Joshua made his remark-
able proclamation, “But as for me and my household, 
we will serve the Lord.” Would you say that is some-
thing that you could or could not proclaim in front 
of a crowd of your peers? What might that mean for 
your lifestyle if you did?

 5. Where, according to Joshua 24:32, was Joseph even-
tually interred? Why do you think this is a place of 
contention today (see Genesis 50:24 – 25)?

 6. What was the connection between the Assyrian con-
quest of Samaria in 722 BC and the Samaritans of 
later biblical history —  such as the woman at the well 
in John 4? Why were the Samaritans snubbed and 
ostracized by the Jews?

 7. According to 1 Sam uel 3:21, what was the most sig-
nificant consequence of the ark and mercy seat resid-
ing at Shiloh?

 8. What mistaken belief about the ark was held by the 
 people of Israel and the sons of Eli, as seen in 1 Sam-
uel 4:1 – 11? What was the outcome?

 9. How does Psalm 78:59 – 60 correspond to the 
archaeological evidence found at Shiloh?

 10. In Hosea 6:2, there is a prophecy concerning 
Ephraim (another name for the region of Samaria, 
in today’s West Bank): “After two days he will revive 
us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may 
live in his presence.” Since  Jesus spent two days in 
Samaria (John 4:4 – 43) during his earthly minis-
try, what might this mean for believers in the region 
when Messiah returns to rule and reign in Jerusalem?
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EPISODE 6

CONQUEST, CANAANITES, AND THE HOLY CITY

Discussion Questions
In this episode,�  Dave visits northern Israel and the lush environment of Tel Dan and the Dan Nature Reserve. 
He also overlooks the Valley of Jezreel, and then examines the strategic —  and prophetic —  city of Megiddo.

 1. The first biblical episode that mentions the city of 
Dan (also known as Laish) is Abram’s pursuit of and 
attack against the alliance of four kings who had 
defeated Sodom and Gomorrah and taken Lot and 
his family captive (see Genesis 14:14 – 15). What was 
the outcome of that encounter?

 2. Why do you think Abram’s small band was able to 
panic and rout the powerful force that had devas-
tated the southern part of the land? (Hint: The alli-
ance of four kings had been careful to neutralize any 
threat from within the land before attacking Sodom. 
What was the only military force left to the south 
that might have attacked them?)

 3. What does Joshua 19:40 – 47 indicate was the por-
tion of land originally designated for the tribe of 
Dan? Why didn’t they settle there on the southern 
Philistine coastline as they had been instructed?

 4. What does Judges 18:7 reveal about why the Danites 
attacked and took over Laish (also called Lashem)? 
Do you believe this was the right thing or the wrong 
thing to do? Why?

 5. Discuss the possible relationship between the ease of 
life in Dan and the tendency toward idolatry that 
plagues its history throughout the Bible. Do you 
think this was unique to that time, or could it pos-
sibly be a factor in spiritual compromise today?

 6. What parallels can you draw between the problems 
Israel faced due to the idolatry and religious syncre-
tism that remained in the land after they occupied 
it and the tendency of some believers to allow moral 
compromise and “secret sin” in their lives?

 7. What is the relationship between 1 Kings 9:15 and 
the six-chambered gates found at Hazor, Megiddo, 
and Gezer? What light does this bring to the histori-
cal reliability of the Bible?

 8. From what you saw on the video of the sprawl-
ing expanse of the Jezreel Valley below the hill of 
Megiddo, how might it come into play as a venue 
for the kind of gathering of armies spoken of in the 
Bible?

 9. Why do you think so many  people are intrigued, 
interested, or even incensed by the idea of the return 
of  Jesus Christ in power, glory, and judgment? What 
is your outlook on that prophetic event?

 10. What role do you think the land of Israel and the 
Jewish nation may fulfill in the events leading up 
to the return of Messiah? How might current events 
relate to your personal outlook?
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