
episode 1

Covenants, Kings, and the promised Land

Discussion Questions
How important is the actual, physical land of Israel in the promises of God and his plan for the human race? 
As Dave Stotts reveals in this episode, God’s eternal, unconditional promises to Abraham simply cannot be separated 
from the land itself.

 1. What elements of God’s plan are included in his 
promises to Abraham in the following passages, and 
how did Abraham respond in each instance?
•	Genesis	12:1	–	3
•	Genesis	15:5	–	7,	13	–	16
•	Genesis	17:4	–	8
•	Genesis	22:16	–	18

 2. Who was the first of Abraham’s offspring (through 
Hagar, his wife’s servant)? Who was the second? 
According to the Bible, through whom would God’s 
promises be fulfilled?

 3. Who are the modern-day descendants of Ishmael? Of 
Isaac?	Read	Genesis	21:9	–	13.	How	might	the	origins	
of these nations reflect current political events? In 
your opinion, what spiritual influences might be at 
work here, and why?

 4.	In	light	of	the	passages	above	(	see	also	Genesis	13:15;	
Psalm	37:29;	Isaiah	60:21),	what	significance	might	
the historical land of Israel hold in God’s eternal 
plan? How significant do you believe it is that the 
descendants of Abraham have returned to that locale 
today? What future blessings for believers from all 
nations apparently will emanate from there?

 5. Based on Dave Stotts’ observations, what kind of 
information and evidence do archaeological sites 
potentially offer a student of the Bible? What pre-
cautions might be required, and why?

 6. What is the significance of the biblical phrase “from 
Dan to Beersheba”? Where generally is  Beersheba 

located? Why did it arise in such an otherwise inhos-
pitable location?

 7. What biblical events take place in Beersheba in the 
following passages?
•	Genesis	21:14	–	20
•	Genesis	21:22	–	33
•	Genesis	26:23	–	33
•	Genesis	46:1	–	5
•	1 Kings	19:1	–	3

 8. How serious was the concept of a “covenant” in Old 
Testament times? How was the gravity of a covenant 
reflected in the way it was set forth and ratified?

 9. In the covenant God made with Abraham, upon 
whom does its fulfillment depend? How was that 
indicated in the way it was set forth and ratified?

 10. Review the elements of God’s covenant promises 
from	Question	1.	 In	what	ways	does	 the	Abraha-
mic covenant relate to the Hebrews’ enslavement in 
Egypt and the Exodus which followed?

 1 1. What do the ruins at Lachish, ancient cuneiform 
prisms, and the vivid Sennacherib reliefs tell us about 
the historical reliability of the Old Testament? What 
other evidence has been discovered at Lachish that 
confirms the biblical narrative?

 12. From your first “feet-on-the-ground” exposure to 
the Holy Land, what scenes, information, or other 
impressions might affect your own understanding 
and application of the Bible?
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episode 2

Covenants, Kings, and the promised Land

Discussion Questions
There’s nothing like firsthand exposure to the land of the Bible to help us understand why God’s  people did 
the	things	they	did	—		whether	it	was	the	idolatry	of	the	period	of	the	Judges,	or	the	heroic	“last	stand”	of	Masada’s	
defenders after the fall of Jerusalem. In this episode, we get a taste of the harshness of a land upon which God’s  people 
would learn to depend on him for the fulfillment of all of his covenant promises.

 1. What does the nature of the land in which God placed 
his		people	(e.g.,	no	water	source	other	than	rain;	land	
that	needed	to	be	worked	in	order	to	produce	crops;	
surrounded by potential enemies) tell us about the 
Israelites’ temptation to worship the false gods of the 
Canaanites? What results did they hope their idolatry 
would produce? What did it actually produce?

 2. Why do you think God placed the Israelites in a 
land that would offer so many challenges and temp-
tations? How might you relate this to God’s plan for 
you personally?

 3. Briefly describe the “Judges cycle” that Israel repeated 
during that period of its history.

 4. What do the ruins at Arad suggest about the period 
of the Judges?

 5. How do God’s warnings and prophecies in Deu-
teronomy	 12:29	–	31	 and	 31:16	–	22	—		and	 God’s	
promises	in	Deuteronomy	30:1	–	10	—		relate	to	this	
cycle? What do they possibly suggest about Israel’s 
yet-unfulfilled future?

 6. What is meant by the “syncretism” of worship during 
the period of the Judges? How might this be applica-
ble to some modern forms of Chris tian ity —  though 
in a more subtle way?

 7. Describe some of the conditions that have made the 
Dead Sea the environment that exists today.

 8.	Read	the	prophecies	in	Zechariah	14:8	–	9	and	Eze-
kiel	47:1,	8	–	10.	What	might	these	reveal	about	the	
presence	of	Messiah	in	Israel	following	his	return?

 9. What biblical event includes the involvement of a 
paranoid	Herod	the	Great,	builder	of	Masada?	How	
does	Masada	 reflect	 this	king’s	 fear	of	defeat	 and	
death?	What	was	Masada’s	eventual	ironic	destiny	
approximately	100	years	later?

 10. How does the historical account of the fall of 
Masada	—		and	 the	 oath	 taken	 there	 by	 modern	
Israeli soldiers —  affect you personally?

 1 1. What spiritual applications might you take away 
from this episode of Drive Thru History?
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episode 3

Covenants, Kings, and the promised Land

Discussion Questions
In this episode, Dave	Stotts	retraces	two	major	events	in	the	life	of	King	David	and	takes	us	on	a	whirlwind	—		or	
dust	devil	—		tour	of	the	Dead	Sea	region.	He	also	brings	to	light	several	key	evidences	of	the	Bible’s	amazing	histori-
cal accuracy and reliability.

 1. What	does	Ruth	4:22	 reveal	 about	 the	 lineage	of	
David? Where do the events of the book of Ruth 
take place? Why is this significant later in biblical 
history?

 2. Read	1 Sam	uel	16:1	–	13.	Discuss	the	apparent	fam-
ily dynamic in David’s home as he was growing up. 
What encouragement might someone find in this?

 3. Brief ly	 summarize	 or	 discuss	 what	 you	 think	 is	
revealed about young David’s relationship with the 
God	of	Israel	in	the	following	passages:
•	1 Sam	uel	17:26
•	1 Sam	uel	17:32
•	1 Sam	uel	17:37
•	1 Sam	uel	17:45
•	1 Sam	uel	17:47

 4. From what you know of David’s life, what episodes 
and characteristics would have qualified him for 
spiritual leadership in today’s religious culture? Con-
versely, what episodes and characteristics would have 
disqualified him from spiritual leadership in today’s 
religious culture? In your opinion, how did God view 
David and his leadership over Israel?

 5. In today’s political climate, why is an ancient refer-
ence	to	“Israel”	—		like	the	one	on	the	Mernepta	stele	
from	1209	BC	—		especially	significant?

 6. Based on Ein Gedi’s geographic location, why 
would David have chosen it as a refuge from Saul’s 
pursuit? What would have been its advantages? Its 
disadvantages?

 7. Read	1 Sam	uel	24.	Consider	or	discuss	the	episode	
between David and Saul in the cave at Ein Gedi. 
Specifically, why do you think David made the 
choices he did? What other choices could he have 
made? What was the impact of David’s decisions? 
And how might you have responded differently?

 8. How would you describe the commitment to Scrip-
ture exhibited by the Qumran community? How did 
they exhibit that commitment in their daily prac-
tices? Why do you think they chose the kind of life 
they lived?

 9. Why is it significant that the Great Isaiah Scroll 
from the Dead Sea manuscripts existed well before 
the	birth	of		Jesus	of	Nazareth?	How	does	this	affect	
your confidence in the New Testament writings?

 10. What other effects has discovery of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls had on an understanding of and confidence 
in the Bible today? What scholarly disputes has it 
effectively laid to rest?
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