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INTRODUCTION: Farmers live by faith. Many variables inf lu-
ence whether farmers reap a bountiful harvest or a slim-pickins’ crop. 
Weather patterns, soil conditions, right amounts of water and fertil-
izers, quality of seeds, and faithfulness of laborers —  all these factors 
inf luence the crop yields and thus the profits earned. Some of these 
factors are in the farmers’ control; others are not. Who knows if a 
f lood or drought will happen and all be lost? Millions of farmers 
around the world exercise faith each year in the farming process. The 
first parable  Jesus told (as recorded in the Gospels) was about a farmer, 
a sower who scattered seeds for a crop. Let’s consider this parable in 
Matthew 13:1 – 23. The two parts of the story (parable) are easy to 
grasp: (1)  Jesus told the story and, (2)  Jesus explained the story.

I.  JESUS TELLS THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER AND 
THE SEED (Matt. 13:1 – 9)

A. The sower scattered the seed. This is called broadcasting. 
(vv. 3 – 4)

B. The seeds fell onto four different types of soil (vv. 4 – 8):
1. Hard soil that formed a path where  people walked. The 

seeds remained on the surface and the birds ate them.
2. Rocky soil that was thinly layered and allowed no roots 

to grow. The plants sprang up and quickly withered in the 
hot sun.

3. Thorny soil that choked out the new, growing plants.
4. Good soil that produced a hundred, sixty, and thirty times 

what was sown.

(In verses 10 – 17,  Jesus explains why He teaches the  people with 
parables. Some will listen with ears of faith and understand; oth-
ers will reject  Jesus and His word and not understand.  Jesus, then, 
explains this first, foundational parable.)

SERMON 1

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER AND THE SEED (MATTHEW 13:1 – 23)
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II.  JESUS EXPLAINS THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
AND THE SEED (Matt. 13:18 – 23)

A.  Jesus explains the four soils as the four ways  people receive His 
word. “Hearing and receiving” are key ideas in responding to 
 Jesus.

B.  Jesus explains the four types of  people who respond to His 
word.

1. Hard soil are  people whose hearts are calloused; the seed 
does not penetrate and the evil one snatches the word away 
(v. 19). For example: In  Jesus’s time, the hard-hearted  people 
were the religious leaders. Today  people who follow a 
tight, religious moral code may be resistant to receiving 
 Jesus and His call to repent and follow Him.

2. Rocky soil are  people who joyfully receive  Jesus and His 
word but quickly abandon  Jesus when persecution and 
struggles come (vv. 20 – 21). For example:  People who want 
God for what God can give them, but they have no inter-
est in the “cost of discipleship.”

3. Thorny soil are  people who are distracted and worried by 
the fantasies of money, and so the word is not given pri-
ority (v. 22). For example: The harried businessman who 
juggles responsibilities to wife, children, boss, coworkers, 
and friends. Thinking of following  Jesus seems like one 
more burden to bear.

4. Good soil are  people who receive/embrace the word as a 
loved one and the word makes abundant transformation in 
them (v. 23). For example: The alcoholic at the end of his/her 
rope who attends a Celebrate Recovery meeting and dis-
covers that God in  Jesus offers a clean way out of addiction.

APPLICATION: When  Jesus announces the kingdom of God, He 
does so as the King. His words carry a compassionate authority and 
are to have top priority in our lives. The proper response to  Jesus and 
His word is to simply believe Him. He is offering us a new way to 
live. We must mix His word with our faith. When we do, like good 
farmers, we reap what  Jesus calls “abundant life” ( John 10:10). Do not 
let anything keep you from believing  Jesus and embracing His life-
producing, life-transforming words.
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INTRODUCTION: Forgiveness is highly valued by God.  Jesus 
insisted that His followers forgive one another and even their ene-
mies. One of  Jesus’s close friends, Peter, asked  Jesus how many times 
he had to forgive another sinning person. To paraphrase  Jesus, “If 
you’re counting, you’re not forgiving.”  Jesus told a story, a parable, 
which rivets our attention and causes us to swallow hard at the end. 
It is a story about a very forgiving king who gets very angry at an 
unforgiving servant.

The story is more about the king and his changing responses to 
an unmerciful servant. The story has three movements: (1) the king 
forgives a huge debt, (2) the king hears a troubling story, and (3) the 
king judges the unmerciful servant.

I. THE KING FORGIVES A HUGE DEBT (Matt. 18:23 – 26)

A. The king encounters a servant who owes millions of dol-
lars (see NIV footnote), a sum he can never pay back in his 
lifetime.

B. The king refuses to sell the man and his family into slavery 
because the servant cries and begs for mercy.

C. The king forgives the millions of dollars of debt the servant 
owed.

II. THE KING HEARS A TROUBLING STORY (Matt. 18:27 – 31)

A. The forgiven servant finds a man who owes him a few dollars 
and demands that the debt be paid.

B. The man cries out for mercy just as the servant did to the king. 
(vv. 26, 29)

C. The servant chokes the man and has the man imprisoned for 
not paying the little debt.

D. The servants of the king, in great distress, report the unmerci-
ful servant to the king.

SERMON 2

THE PARABLE OF THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT (MATTHEW 18:21 – 35)
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III. THE KING JUDGES THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT 
(Matt. 18:32 – 35)

A. The king summons the unmerciful servant into court and 
defines the servant as “wicked” —  one who fails to live by 
God’s values.

B. The king reminds the unmerciful servant of how he, the king, 
forgave him and declares that the servant should have treated 
his debtor in the exact same way.

C. The king judges the unmerciful servant and sends him to the 
jailors to be tortured until the debt is paid (which will be 
never).

APPLICATION: What do we do with this story of  Jesus? How 
does it work? Thankfully,  Jesus Himself draws us into an uncomfort-
able reality.  Jesus ended the story with this: “This is how my heavenly 
Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from 
your heart” (Matt. 18:35). Forgiveness is highly valued by God. God 
made us to be radically forgiving  people. When we do not forgive, 
we find ourselves in a jail of our own making, enduring tortures of 
conscience (and, at times, body) for harboring grudges, bitterness, 
and refusing to “let it go.” The apostle Paul would later urge us all: 
“Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have 
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you” (Col. 3:13). For 
you this may mean that you . . .

• forgive your father’s absence or your mother’s abuse.
• forgive a brother’s squandered life or a sister’s rejection.
• forgive a pastor’s spiritual bullying or a boss’s anger.
• forgive a Chris tian’s judgmentalism or a neighbor’s meanness.
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INTRODUCTION: When we work, we work. When we pray, God 
works. Another high value in the kingdom of God is prayer.  Jesus 
was a praying person, so much so that His disciples asked Him to 
teach them to pray.  Jesus does give His disciples a model prayer (Luke 
11:1 – 4; see also Matt. 6:9 – 13). But He gives more than a model 
prayer; he gives them a story to help motivate them to consistent 
praying. Let’s consider the story (parable) of the friend in need. There 
are two primary characters in the story. First, there is a man who 
suddenly must host unexpected visitors at an unusual time. Second, 
there is the friend who must respond favorably to his neighbor, who 
asks for food for his guests.

I. THE PERSON WHO IS A FRIEND IN NEED (Luke 11:5 – 6)

A.  Jesus makes the story personal. “Suppose one of you . . .” (v. 5)
B.  Jesus presents a man in unexpected need. (vv. 5 – 6)

1. The man has visitors in the middle of the night who need 
food.

2. The man has no food.
3. The man at the late hour goes to a neighbor friend and 

asks for food.

II. THE NEIGHBOR WHO RESPONDS TO THE NEED 
OF A FRIEND (Luke 11:7 – 10)

A. The neighbor’s unexpected words. (v. 7)
The reason a person in the ancient Near East might respond 

with these words is because of the unreasonable hour the request 
is made. Hospitality in the ancient Near East was never refused, 
but we can understand the irritation in the neighbor’s words.

B. The neighbor’s expected action. (v. 8)
The cultural expectation is met,  Jesus says, not because of 

the friendship involved, but because of the friend’s “trouble-
some persistence” in asking.

SERMON 3

THE PARABLE OF THE FRIEND IN NEED (LUKE 11:5 – 10)
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C.  Jesus urges us to ask, seek and knock in prayer to God, with 
the expectation that we will receive, find, and have the door 
opened to us. (vv. 9 – 10)

D. The parable is a “how much more” story that compares how 
much more generous and giving is God our loving Father com-
pared to the grouchy neighbor who meets a need merely out 
of duty.

APPLICATION: A kingdom expectation is that God’s  people 
pray . . . persistently pray. If our Lord  Jesus cultivated a habitual prayer 
life, then surely we, His followers, must do so as well. One thing to 
do is go to “the school of prayer.” What is that? Read the Psalms, 
which for centuries have trained God’s  people to pray. If you pray 5 
psalms a day for 30 days, you will read through the whole book (150 
psalms) in a month. Or, buy a daily devotional book at your local 
Chris tian bookstore that offers daily prayers for you to read and medi-
tate on. Or, start a journal and write your own prayers to God. Ask 
 Jesus to do what His disciples asked Him: “Lord, teach me to pray.”
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INTRODUCTION: Often when a parent says to a child, “Did you 
hear me?” the intent is not to ask, “Did you hear audible sounds 
coming from my mouth into your ears?” The parent means, “Did 
you do what I said?” “Did you hear me?” means “Did you obey me?” 
Our English word “obey” comes from the Latin word for “to hear.” 
This is similar to the Old and New Testament use of the word “hear.” 
When  Jesus says, “Let him who has ears to hear, let him hear,” He 
means, “Do what I am telling you to do.” Today’s parable stresses the 
priority of obedient actions over merely stated intentions. The setting 
is the temple courts, where  Jesus is having an intense confrontation 
with the religious leaders of His day. The story catches those leaders 
in their own disobedience. It’s a simple story of a father who gives 
the same instructions to his two sons. The heart of the story is in the 
sons’ responses.

I. THE FATHER GIVES THE SAME INSTRUCTIONS 
TO HIS TWO SONS (Matt. 21:28, 30)

A. The father’s instructs his sons to work in his vineyard. The 
“vineyard” is a symbol of the nation of Israel (see Isa. 5:1 – 7).

B. The father, in that culture, expects obedience.

II. THE SONS’ OFFER DIFFERENT RESPONSES TO 
THEIR FATHER (Matt. 21:29, 30)

A. The first son initially says no to his father.
1. The “no” in the story is an insulting, cultural response.
2. The son later “repents/changes his mind” and obeys.

B. The second son initially says yes to his father.
1. This is the culturally expected answer and assumes 

obedience.
2. The “yes” is followed with blatant disobedience.

SERMON 4

THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS (MATTHEW 21:28 – 32)
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III.  JESUS PRESSES THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS TO 
REALIZE THEIR DISOBEDIENCE (Matt. 21:31 – 32)

A.  Jesus’s question: “Which of the two did what his father 
wanted?” (v. 31a) The religious leaders implicate themselves 
in their answer.

B.  Jesus’s application of the story. (vv. 31b – 32)
1. The religious leaders are like the second son who only 

offer words but no obedience. They did not submit to 
John the Baptist’s ministry (see vv. 45 – 46).

2. The tax collectors and prostitutes, whose lives said no to 
God, repented and followed  Jesus’s call on their lives. They 
are like the first son.

APPLICATION: Earlier in Matthew’s gospel,  Jesus says to  people, 
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven” (Matt. 7:21, italics added). James, the Lord’s brother, wrote 
in his letter, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive your-
selves. Do what it says” ( James 1:22, italics added). Faith, forgiveness, 
prayer, and obedience are high values in the kingdom of God. Our 
obedience puts God on display to the watching world. Dwight L. 
Moody, the founder of Moody Bible Institute, once said, “For every 
one person who reads the Bible, a thousand will read you and me.” 
God calls us to real obedience.
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INTRODUCTION: We live in a world where any event or person 
can “go viral.” That means a digital version can be seen almost imme-
diately around the world on FaceBook or YouTube or many other 
social media. On October 18, 2013, a bus driver in Buffalo, N.Y., 
named Darnell Barton pulled over his city bus on a freeway overpass 
and got out to coax a distraught woman from jumping to her death. 
His kindness, caught on a passenger’s cell phone, went viral. Many 
of the reports of this event actually refer to Mr. Barton as “a good 
Samaritan.” Why is that phrase used in a recent newspaper report? 
Let’s consider the famous story told by  Jesus that is titled the Parable 
of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25 – 37). Once again,  Jesus —  master 
storyteller —  has a shocking surprise in the middle of His story.

I. AN EXPERT IN THE LAW TESTS  JESUS WITH A 
QUESTION (Luke 10:25 – 29)

A. The question concerns “eternal life.” (v. 25)
B.  Jesus’s answer is “the Great Commandment.” (v. 27)
C. The “expert” has another question: “And who is my neigh-

bor?” (v. 29)
Because the second half of the Great Commandment says, 

“Love you neighbor as yourself,” the expert wants to know who 
that is and who that is not.

II.  JESUS TELLS THE EXPERT A STORY TO HELP 
ANSWER THE QUESTION (Luke 10:30 – 35)

A. A man traveling to Jericho is beaten by robbers and left barely 
alive. (v. 30)
1. With no clothes, he has no identity. Clothes identified 

your tribe and family name.
2. Left barely alive, he cannot speak. Is he Jewish, Gentile, or 

what?
B. A Jewish priest and a Levite see the victim, pass by, and leave 

him for dead. (vv. 31 – 32)

SERMON 5

THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN (LUKE 10:25 – 37)
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1. Because of their religious functions and purity code, the 
priest and Levite chose to “remain clean” by not touching 
what looked like a corpse.

2. The Greek word translated “half dead” means that the 
badly beaten victim showed some signs of life. These signs 
were ignored by the priest and Levite.

(  Jesus’ audience knew  people were ranked as priests, 
Levites, and the  people of Israel. They expect the next 
person to arrive to be ‘ordinary Joe’ Israelite.)

C. A Samaritan (!) becomes the hero in  Jesus’s story (vv. 33 – 35)
1. The Samaritans were held in high contempt by Jews and 

considered as racial half-breeds, religious heretics, and 
moral reprobates.  Jesus presents a “good Samaritan” who 
demonstrates exemplary behavior.

2. The Samaritan risks his life and gives money to render aid 
to the victim.

III.  JESUS CHANGES THE EXPERT’S QUESTION 
ABOUT THE NEIGHBOR (Luke 10:36 – 37)

A. The question  Jesus says is not, “Who is my neighbor?” The 
question is, “To whom am I a neighbor?”

B. “Who is my neighbor?” creates barriers between  people. Love 
for God and  people breaks down all barriers between  people. 
Compassion is for everyone.

APPLICATION: Active, risk-taking compassion is a high value 
to God. We need look no further than the life and death of  Jesus to 
know that this is true. Some Bible scholars think that  Jesus, the Jewish 
Messiah, was aiming at Himself as “the Good Samaritan.” For  Jesus, 
there were no barriers between rich and poor, men and women, Jews 
or Gentiles or dreaded Samaritans, educated experts or illiterate farm-
ers. If  Jesus told His story today, he might tell about a city bus driver 
named Darnell who helped a depressed woman away from a freeway 
overpass. Ask God to give you His heart of compassion. Be quick to 
notice and respond to those in need . . . in your home, at the office 
or school, in the neighborhood. Take the risks of active compassion. 
Learn to live “the Great Commandment.” Be the good neighbor.
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