
Designing environments that enhance life’s memorable moments.



32

Enhancing Homes and Life’s 
Meaningful Moments
While Napoleon is known for designing 

and crafting North America’s best 

fi replaces, grills and HVAC equipment, 

the company knows it takes more than 

a superior product to create a superior 

home. That’s why Napoleon is committed 

to delivering advantageous insights, 

including tips and advice on how to 

enhance the quality and desirability of 

homes with smart design and amenities. 

As part of its ongoing investment 

in the industry, Napoleon recently 

commissioned the Hot Spots Research 

Study to demonstrate how key areas of 

the home can be transformed into hubs for 

memorable moments through combining 

the elements of relaxation, socialization 

and functionality—three of the most 

impactful room dynamics.

By applying a sophisticated combination 

of qualitative and quantitative research 

techniques to study how consumers enjoy 

various areas of the home, Napoleon 

has identifi ed valuable insights that can 

help contractors, builders, remodelers, 

architects, designers and dealer partners. 

How to Create a Hot Spot
Napoleon’s Hot Spots Research Study 

shows that when a room is a Hot Spot its 

desirability and perceived value increases. 

What it boils down to is form, function and 

emotion. But what makes some rooms 

rank higher than others? The key factor is 

the feelings attached to each one.

A True Hot Spot Evokes at Least 
Two of the Following Emotions:
• Fun/Enjoyable

• Cozy/Warm

• Relaxed/Peaceful

• Welcoming/Social

Designing with these sentiments in mind 

enables the space to evoke multiple 

emotions, which creates a Hot Spot that, 

in turn, increases homebuyer appeal. 

In this guide, Napoleon and nationally 

acclaimed architect Wayne Visbeen, 
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Living Room | Social Hub
The main gathering area of the home, it 

all starts here.
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Kitchen | Natural Gathering Place
You don’t need to sacrifi ce function in 

order to encourage interaction in one of 

the most important rooms of the house.
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Outdoor | Maximize Multi-Use
Social gatherings happen outside the 

home too, and there are design 

solutions to increase enjoyment of 

them year-round.
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Unique Spaces | Personal Touches
Everybody has a different style; make 

each more personal by adding unique 

touches to custom spaces.

9

Conclusion

AIA, IIDA, provide ideas you can use to 

maximize social areas of the home through 

enhanced functionality and impactful 

amenities. The result will be increased 

home value, room usage, enjoyment by 

homeowners and, ultimately, increased 

profi ts for you.

KEY ROOM DYNAMICS

More overlap 
increases room appeal
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Establishing An Anchor
As the primary meeting point of the home 

for residents and guests alike, it is no 

surprise that the living room emerged 

as a Hot Spot in Napoleon’s Hot Spots 

Research Study. It is where visitors are 

welcomed and family members come 

together to relax.

In designing the living room, the 

goal should be to maximize the 

potential for socialization. This can be 

accomplished through placing a central 

focal point in the room. To anchor 

the room that is often at the heart 

of the house, this central focal point 

can be a fireplace, television or both. 

Contemporary designs often will allow 

for a wide flatscreen television to hang 

above a horizontal firebox, while some 

traditionalists looking to break away from 

screen time will center the living room on 

the fireplace alone.

Comfortable seating should be placed 

around the central focal point in order 

to deliver maximum emotional impact 

for occupants. A balanced layout will 

encourage social interaction while people 

enjoy the relaxing warmth emanating 

from the fireplace.

A Functional, Yet Social, Space
The kitchen is a functional space that 

meets an essential human need, and 

therefore another natural gathering area. 

For some, cooking is a form of relaxation 

and focus, while others see the kitchen 

as a space to bond with family members 

over food prep or baking activities. 

What’s key is to design a kitchen 

for maximized socialization and 

congregation, while not interfering 

with the necessary functionality of the 

room. Emphasize the kitchen as a Hot 

Spot by creating more opportunities for 

socializing with ample prep or seating 

areas; contemporary designs will often 

incorporate large rectangular islands 

to encourage this. Today’s dining areas 

are commonly integrated with kitchens, 

maximizing space and efficiency while 

allowing for an easy transition between 

entertaining, cooking and eating.

Living Room | Social Hub Kitchen | Natural Gathering Place

01 A Transitional Living Room should feature a blend of eclectic materials.

03 Hang pendant 
lights above natural 
gathering spaces 
to illuminate the 
area and encourage 
social interaction.

02 Use symmetry 
to anchor the room, 
creating balance 
and order.

01 Incorporate large kitchen islands to maximize gathering space opposite appliances.

03 Clean horizontal 
lines can visually 
balance a fire/TV 
combo in the room.

02 Fireplaces in 
kitchen islands can 
draw occupants to 
come together.

• The living room remains the 

social center of the home, so 

seating is often positioned  

to encourage interactions  

among occupants

• Fireplaces, or TV/fireplace 

combos, anchor the room, 

acting as a focal point and 

foundation for room design

• Soft neutral colors and smooth 

materials set the tone for 

comfort and warmth in the room

• Large kitchen islands or eat-in 

kitchen spaces become natural 

areas for residents and guests 

to congregate during mealtime

• Use illumination to create and 

encourage gathering areas in 

the kitchen

• Integrated dining rooms offer 

the feeling of separation, but 

maximize space and efficiency

Design Trends

Design Trends
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When Rooms Collide: Outdoor Flex Spaces
While a home is traditionally considered 

everything inside the walls of a house, 

it is more common now than ever for 

outdoor spaces to be as essential as 

indoor spaces. Outdoor spaces often 

start as essentially a blank canvas, 

offering flexibility in the ways occupants 

customize and utilize the backyard. This 

is another opportunity for creating a Hot 

Spot in which residents and guests can 

meet to relax and socialize.

Outdoor spaces should function as 

a transition between the interior and 

exterior of the home, extending the 

square footage of the available living 

area. There are many opportunities to 

incorporate decorative outdoor lighting, 

seating and additional amenities here, 

making outdoor spaces multipurpose 

ones—able to host any number of 

activities from social gatherings and quiet 

relaxation, or even serving as an outdoor 

kitchen and dining room. 

There are a number of factors to 

consider when designing uncovered 

outdoor spaces, such as local 

topography, weather and daylight hours. 

An outdoor fire feature can serve as 

a visual and social anchor, similar to 

an indoor fireplace. Outdoor grills and 

heaters create an inviting vibe, giving 

family members the chance to escape 

to a more natural environment, yet with 

the comforts of the home’s living room or 

kitchen.

Outdoor | Maximize Multi-Use

01 Add an outdoor 
fireplace to expand 
the usage of a 
space earlier in the 
spring and later into 
the fall. 

02 Incorporating 
various seating 
options creates 
more opportunities 
for socialization.

04 The outdoors 
transform into 
multipurpose 
spaces thanks to 
kitchen and dining 
areas with built-in 
grill heads and 
other food and 
beverage amenities. 

03 Whether they are 
fixed or retractable, 
screens serve as 
protection from the 
elements and are a 
good way to create 
distinct zones in an 
outdoor space.

• People are unplugging and 

spending more time in their 

outdoor rooms and spaces

• Retractable screens and door 

walls are added to extend 

seasonality in outdoor flex spaces

• Outdoor kitchens are increasing 

in popularity as components 

become more affordable  

and accessible

Design Trends
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Personalizing for Style
Homes are reflections of those 

residing within; they should be a direct 

representation of the personalities that 

use them—especially in less traditional 

spaces within the home. A multitude of 

activities can take place in such unique 

spaces, from games and television to 

hobbies, such as potting or crafting. 

A room can also contain a bar for 

entertaining or a library for book-lovers. 

Oftentimes, designers can integrate 

several of these activities into a single 

room without sacrificing function. 

Unique spaces can be their own 

separate room or smaller moments within 

a greater room. These spaces should be 

about niche passions that owners have. 

If a resident is into horses or boating—

among any number of things—try to 

find unique ways of incorporating that 

passion into a space they will frequent 

to make it even more meaningful to the 

individual or family.

Not only can using these trends and 

tips increase the value of the homes 

you design and build, but they can 

also increase the homeowners’ 

perception of you. In fact, the Napoleon 

Hot Spots Research Study showed 

that 52% of consumers had a more 

positive perception of professionals 

who integrate unique features such as 

fireplaces, high ceilings and built-ins into 

their designs.

Concrete evidence now exists that 

shows adding fireplaces to homes can 

help spark the emotions of welcoming, 

warmth, relaxation and fun. When 

those emotions overlap, a Hot Spot 

is created, and when Hot Spots are 

created, everyone benefits, including 

contractors, builders, remodelers, 

architects and designers.

For more design inspiration, visit 

NapoleonFireplaces.com/inspiration.

01 Cater to the homeowner’s hobbies and lifestyle to create an experience unique to them.

02 Fireplaces 
in unexpected 
locations add 
character and 
warmth to non-
traditional spaces.

03 Consider the 
various ways a 
single space  
can serve multiple 
functions by 
incorporating 
hidden storage, 
flexible seating, 
entertainment 
options or a  
hobby area.

• Personalizing a space helps 

enhance any room and creates 

a deeper connection for the 

home’s residents

• Consider the occupants’ likes 

and dislikes, their passions 

and hobbies, when creating a 

customized space

• Multi-use spaces are becoming 

more popular as homeowners 

continue to search for ways to 

maximize functionality in  

their homes

Design Trends

Unique Spaces | Personal Touches Conclusion



Beyond simply designing and crafting 

fireplaces, grills and HVAC equipment, 

Napoleon delivers the insights needed 

to improve the appeal of designs and 

projects. And now, Napoleon has 

extended its marketing partnership with 

its customers through this unprecedented 

study of homeowners. 

Design better spaces that have mass 

appeal by including key amenities that 

trigger the anticipation of future memories, 

and in the end, sell more projects.

103 Miller Drive,  

Crittenden, Kentucky, USA 41030
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Barrie, Ontario, Canada L4N 4Y8
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