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By Kathy Hudson

Open space has been key to Roland Park since its inception 
in 1891. Since the arrival of the COVID-19 virus in March 2020, 
we Roland Parkers have renewed appreciation for the open 
space at home and in the community. Invaluable has been the 
ease of having an invigorating change of scenery, from home to 
outdoor green space. Wide, tree-lined streets, lanes, a network 
of footpaths, Stony Run and many school campuses (open on 
weekends and holidays) have brought relief and a continued 
sense of community. We are fortunate in these private and 
shared spaces.

With the sale of the lower 20 acres at the Baltimore Country Club, 
we have the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to preserve open 
space and create more space to share with other city residents. 
By purchasing the land through the Roland Park Community 
Foundation, the Jones Falls watershed, the environment and 
Baltimore residents would all benefit. A win-win-win. A greener 
Baltimore is a healthier Baltimore.

Creating a park would benefit surrounding neighborhoods and 
the city at large. (See plans on rolandpark.org and in the winter 
issue of the Roland Park News). Think Sherwood Gardens 
without formal beds and tulips but with winding paths, benches, 
a green amphitheater, playing fields, pickleball and tennis courts, 
and a playground near the existing parking lot. Neighbors 
of all ages could enjoy the space as could residents of other 
neighborhoods. The green calm that already exists on this rolling 
hillside would be accessible and enhance city life.

At the time that Frederick Law Olmsted designed Central Park in 
1858, the concept of public parks was relatively new. Many parks, 
like Gramercy in New York, were private, gated and locked. Central 
Park quickly became emblematic of American democracy.

Olmsted’s sons continued his work. In 1897, Frederick Law 
Olmsted, Jr., became involved in Roland Park, first in Plat 2, 
where the Baltimore Country Club now sits, then for decades, in 
helping the Roland Park Company turn a large portion of North 
Baltimore into a unified district. Green space was key. Like his 
father, he believed in the beneficial effect of nature on human 
beings, a principle that resonates today. Houses were required 
to have large lots and deep setbacks from the street. This kept 
residents in touch with nature and afforded privacy within a 
residential community.

In addition to large parcels of open space on University Parkway, 
both sides of Falls Road to Edgevale Road and Stony Run, 
Olmsted included small green islands at various road intersections. 
His pocket park remains between Edgevale and Englewood Roads. 
Merryman and Roland courts have common greens. 

The Municipal Art Society commissioned the Olmsted firm to 
create a plan for Baltimore’s growth. Its 1904 report stressed the 
benefits of parks for urban populations and the need to create a 
more extensive park system. Amid global warming and urban 
sprawl, that need is more acute today.

In the current Trust for Public Land National ParkScore (tpl.org/
city/baltimore-maryland), Baltimore ranks 58th in the nation. Its  
map shows that most of Roland Park west of Roland Avenue is 

in moderate need of a park within a 10-minute walk. Neighboring 
Medfield is in very high need of a park within a 10-minute walk. 

Creating a private park for public usage would give Roland 
Park a chance to do something for Baltimore City. It would also 
give Roland Park an opportunity to move away from the racial 
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This beautiful stretch of Baltimore Country Club could become a park for all to enjoy. Photo: Anne Stuzin
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Friends School of Baltimore Athletic Director Kara Carlin 
has been named Athletic Director of the Year for District 10 by 
the Maryland State Athletic Directors Association. This is the 
third time Carlin has been honored with this distinction. She is 
frequently recognized by students, coaches and colleagues for 
her devotion to her craft, leadership on and off the field, and 
helping to infuse Quaker values into Friends School’s robust 
athletic program. 

“This is a well-deserved honor for Kara Carlin,” says Friends 
School Head Matt Micciche. “Like a top-notch athlete, she brings 
effort, focus and determination to every aspect of her work as an 
Athletic Director. As a consummate team player, Kara has shown 
the ability to bring together and work collaboratively with her 
fellow ADs, who appreciate her many valuable contributions to 
both the [Interscholastic Athletic Association of Maryland] and 
the [Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Association]. We’re proud 
of her accomplishments here at Friends and in the wider world 
of Maryland athletics.”

Carlin came to Friends School in 2017 by way of St. Timothy’s 
School, where she served as athletic director and coached field 
hockey and lacrosse. She is an inducted member of USLacrosse 
Greater Baltimore’s Hall of Fame and has served as the head 
coach of the Israel Lacrosse Association’s Women’s National Team.

Since her arrival at Friends 
School, Carlin has been a driving 
force in shaping and expanding 
the school’s athletic program. 
Under her tenure, the school has 
won 10 championships, seen 
a steady increase in athletic 
participation, and had 39 student 
athletes commit, sign and play a 
wide range of sports at D1, D2 and D3 colleges and universities.

Despite the harsh limitations imposed on the sports world by a 
global pandemic, Carlin and her colleagues have come up with a 
number of creative ways to deliver physical education instruction 
and support student athletes. For example, in the spring of 2020, 
Carlin designed and ran a widely popular virtual college signing 
event and virtual sports ceremony.

In the near future, Carlin is looking forward to cheering on 
both of her daughters—Friends School senior Bryce, who will 
be playing field hockey at St. Mary’s College of Maryland, and 
sophomore Quinn, who plays on the school’s field hockey team 
as a starting goalie. �

Friends School of Baltimore (friendsbalt.org) is a private coeducational 
Quaker school founded in 1784 and serving students in Pre-K through 
12th grade.
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divide that has characterized our city and this neighborhood for 
decades. As is true at Cylburn Arboretum, city residents would 
mingle easily. Open-air concerts and performances would offer 
possibilities for shared cultures. ArtWalk, which had its debut 
in Roland Park last fall, could expand. Playing fields could be 
used by neighboring schools. Biology and ecology classes could 
study the trees and wildlife on the property.

Five hundred trees would remain to filter city air, lower 
temperatures, and serve as habitat to many species of birds and 
beneficial insects. If Baltimore City is to achieve its goal of a 40 
percent canopy, the 500 trees on these 20 acres should not be 
cut down and replaced with 50 new houses.

If the Roland Park Community Foundation is successful in its 
effort to purchase the 20 acres, the green, tree-filled space will 
remain. Land that was first community open space, and later 
home to one of the first 100 golf clubs in America and the fifth 
U.S. Open Championship (tennis), would again be used by 
many, including those whose ancestors were prohibited from 
living in Roland Park.

The community purchase of these 20 acres is a no-brainer. It can 
only be done through the generosity of today’s homeowners. 
We Roland Parkers have a unique opportunity to preserve open 
space and to share that space with others. �




