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Welcome Home!
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Rabbi Daniel Cotzin Burg
The beard is coming off baby! That’s right, pinch
yourself, jump up and down with joy, tell all your
friends: Beth Am is coming home to Eutaw Place.
This September, after a colossal renovation project,
considerable and sustained effort on the part of
Building Task Force chairs Ed Hord and Jonathan
Fishman, incredible oversight and stewardship from
our architects, owners rep and executive director
David Rothenberg (plus daily prayers and beard
cultivation from yours truly) we will be moving
back into our historic building. There will be other
occasions to update you on the particulars of our reimagined space as well as to offer gratitude worthy
of the gargantuan effort and generosity which have
brought us to this moment.
For now, I want to make sure you know that while
our doors will be open in September (with open
house and rabbi-shearing on 9.22), our official
Hanukkat HaBayit Re-dedication Celebration will
include a weekend of festivities Nov. 15-17, 2019.
During that Shabbaton we’ll celebrate all those who
have contributed to Tradition & Transformation: The
Campaign for Beth Am, engage with our surrounding
neighborhood and Baltimore city and co-create
dynamic and enlivening tefilah.
No celebration of Beth Am’s sacred space would
be complete, however, without fulfilling our mission
to foster deep and relevant Jewish learning. To this
end, we are delighted to welcome Rabbi Shai Held
as Scholar-in-Residence during our re-dedication
weekend (see page 22). Dr. Held is President, Dean,
and Chair in Jewish Thought at Hadar, where he
also directs the Center for Jewish Leadership and
Ideas. He has taught both theology and Halakhah
at the Jewish Theological Seminary and previously
served as Director of Education at Harvard Hillel.
A 2011 recipient of the prestigious Covenant
Award for excellence in Jewish education, Rabbi

@BethAmBaltimore

(continues on page 13)
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Beth Am looks forward to celebrating the
new year with you and your family!
ROSH HASHANAH
Sunday, September 29
6:00 pm 				

Erev Rosh Hashanah

Monday, September 30 AND Tuesday, October 1 (BOTH DAYS)
9:00 am 				Shacharit
10:30 am 				Shofar

TASHLICH ON THE SPIRIT OF BALTIMORE
Sunday, October 6 (see page 4 for details)
9:45 am 				Board
10:00 am 				Embark
11:00 am 				Disembark

YOM KIPPUR
Tuesday, October 8
Kol Nidre
6:00 pm 				

Evening Service

Wednesday, October 9
9:00 am 				Shacharit
11:00 am 				Yizkor
2:00 pm 			
Martyrology with Rheda Becker
				
Open Forum with Rabbi Burg
				
At the Break – Living Museum
4:45 pm 				Minchah
6:00 pm 				Ne’ilah
7:18 pm 				
Havdallah/Final Shofar

5780 HIGH HOLY DAYS

BETH AM BOARD OF TRUSTEES

NEED TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE?
Contact Joyce Keating at
joyceskeating@yahoo.com or 410.358.5477
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Yom Kippur | Wednesday, October 9 at 2:00 pm

Hineini in the Light of Shechinah with Steve Siegel

Martyrology 2019- A Beth Am Tradition for Thirty -three Years

Downstairs during Musaf, following Rabbi Burg’s sermon

Hineini, usually translated “here I am”, indicates a readiness to listen and
pay close attention and relates both to the Hineni prayer of Musaf and Hinéini
of the Torah reading. Together, we’ll study a traditional Jewish meditation/
visualization technique, based on teachings from Tzfat from around 1600,
followed by a 25 to 30 minute simplified version of the practice.
Stephen Siegel has been studying, practicing and
teaching meditation for more than forty years. His
principal teachers were his Rebbe, Rabbi Zalman
Shachter-Shalomi and his Guru, Sri Swami Rama. Over
the years Steve has been privileged to study Jewish
and Himalayan meditation and Kabbalah with many
other luminaries including Rabbi David Cooper, Swami
Veda Bharati, Dr. Daniel Matt, Rabbi Dovber Pinson
and Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz.

TASHLICH
Sunday, October 6

SET SAIL INTO THE
NEW YEAR WITH BETH AM!

Open Forum with Rabbi Burg
Following Martyrology, join Rabbi Burg for a celebrated
Beth Am tradition that goes back decades to the days
of Dr. Louis Kaplan, our founding spiritual leader. Come
prepared with quandaries and queries, or just sit back
and listen to the stimulating discussion.

At the Break: Beth Am Becomes a Living Museum
Following Open Forum, this interactive tour of 2501 Eutaw Place will
highlight our building’s historic architectural features, our building’s history
and anchor status in Reservoir Hill and, most of all, the exciting (and at
times harrowing) story of our renovation project. Participants will tour the
building, guided by youth docents, to encounter storytellers with firsthand
knowledge of the project from design to construction.

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY!

Space is limited. Reservations required! https://tinyurl.com/Tashlich5780

Learn, pray, and sing while we cruise
the Inner Harbor on the Spirit of Baltimore – start 5780 with a clean slate
after casting your sins overboard (in the form of bread.)
9:45 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

Board
Embark promptly – Don’t miss the boat!
Disembark

$25/adult, $15/child suggested donation
4
4

Beth Am’s Martyrology Service, led by Rheda Becker, has been a special
part of Yom Kippur day for our congregation. This year marks the thirtythird anniversary of this traditional service, when we hear about martyrs
from different periods of Jewish history. On Yom Kippur afternoon we will
hear the remarkable story told in a book by Samuel Kassow called, Who
Will Write Our History, about the last days of the Warsaw Ghetto and a
secret group formed by a young Polish historian, Emanuel Ringelblum, who
gathered an archive of writings by the remaining families and individuals
and buried them underground in tin milk cans and boxes. After the war,
two of the hidden places were uncovered through the help of the only three
survivors of the group.

5780 HIGH HOLY DAYS

5780 HIGH HOLY DAYS

Rosh Hashanah Day 2 | Tuesday, October 1

Featuring
• David and Eli Hess, artists who
created the handrail for the new
grand stair
• Ed Hord & Jonathan Fishman, Building
Task Force/Design Team Chairs
• Charles Alexander and Jessica
Damseaux, lead Architects
• Rabbi Daniel Cotzin Burg
• David Scher, nephew of Efrem Potts
and co-chair of the Potts Legacy
Society
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General Guidelines
Please allow extra time to

Parking
Parking in our neighborhood is challenging, and
more so on the High Holy Days. There is as usual
limited on–street parking, and limited spaces
behind the Esplanade Apartments (lot entrance on
Brooks Lane one block past Beth Am, right turn off
Eutaw Place). We have worked with the apartment
building owners to get additional spaces, but
parking there is still limited. Additionally, we will
have a parking company (“Courtesy Parking”) on site
to manage the parking areas. Please note they are
not there to valet park your vehicle.
The City has suspended “No Parking” rules for specific
days of the week for the streets around Beth Am for
the holidays. However, “No Parking” is still true for
fire hydrants, corners, etc. Additionally, there are
residents who have special permits for handicapped
parking in front of their homes. Please understand
those permits/signs are exclusively for their
vehicles. let’s be good neighbors and avoid blocking
or obstructing any resident’s private driveways or
parking spaces.
Tickets – Enhanced security means Admission
Ticket REQUIRED to enter facility
Please bring your admission tickets with you and be
prepared to show them to enter the building. On the
High Holy Days we expect to have security guards,
Baltimore City Police, and others who cannot be
expected to recognize our worshipers. On entry,
holding your ticket in your hand so that it is visible
will make it easy for security to know that you are
supposed to be with us, and you will be able to enter
quickly. If you are unable to present your ticket, or
if you forget to bring them, there will be a staffed
hospitality table and you will have to wait there
until you can be cleared to enter. Understand please
that we are taking these steps for the overall security
of our congregants, guests, and all who are joining
us to worship. Please do not assume that security
guards and staff will know or recognize you. We are
6

taking these precautions to create a safer worship
experience for our community.
Two entrances will be open and staffed – the historic
grand entrance on Eutaw Place near the sanctuary,
and the new accessible entrance on Chauncey
Avenue. Other doors are for exit only in the event
of an emergency.
On Yom Kippur afternoon, many from the
community visit to hear Martyrology, Open Forum,
Ne’ilah, etc. Your friends may join us and we will
relax the admission by ticket only rules at that time,
but our security will continue to be vigilant.
Mahzor Lev Shalem
At Beth Am we use Mahzor Lev Shalem. Members
should bring their personal copies for worship. The
synagogue maintains a modest inventory of the
Mahzor, including large print books, which can be
borrowed by worshipers who do not have a personal
copy. Please purchase copies before the holy days
through the Beth Am office.
A “New” Beth Am, in some respects
We are excited to show off our newly renovated
facilities. Please know that the construction was
completed only a few weeks before the High Holy
Days. The entire lower level has been redesigned.
There are new bathrooms, elevator, furnishings,
etc. The sanctuary will have new air conditioning
and sound systems. There may be some temporary
finishes and signage in place as we await final
shipment and installation of some of the building
features. Your patience and understanding is
appreciated as we get used to all these exciting
changes. And we welcome your comments. Please
share them with David Rothenberg, Executive
Director (David@Bethambaltimore.org) after yom
tov.
Entering the Sanctuary
The general rule of thumb regarding entering
the sanctuary is that we should not do so when

for High Holy Days

park and go through security
congregants are standing in prayer (one should not
walk in front of another, disrupting them from their
prayer). At those times, please wait at the rear of
the sanctuary or in the lobby; cooperate with the
ushers if they should ask you to wait until there is
an appropriate break/transition in the service. There
are several other times during the services when
the doors may be closed and the ushers will not let
people in for a short time. Our ushers are fellow
congregants; please help them do their volunteer
jobs.
Open seating this year
The complexity of the sanctuary redesign made it
too difficult to do assigned seating this year. If you
have a favorite or preferred seating location, we
suggest you arrive early. If it is not available, please
enjoy services from a different vantage point for this
service.
Reserved seating for those who need assistance
Our sanctuary has been redesigned with some
accessible seating for those who need wheelchairs,
walkers, strollers, etc. Seats on aisles and in selected
rows that are more accessible are being designated
for worshipers who have made such requests. The
seats are in the main floor of the sanctuary, center
sections. Please try to leave those seats for those
who need them.
Honors
Open seating creates additional challenges. If you
have been given an honor, please arrive at services
as stated in the letter you received advising you
of the honor assigned. Kindly advise one of the
‘honors’ coordinators that you are here. They will
appreciate any and all help to make the services
move smoothly. As the time approaches for your
honor, based on the flow of the service, (not
necessarily the time on the letter), it will be helpful
if you will move to the bench in front of the bima
area (left side). This will keep things flowing and
allow us to maintain the service schedule at close to
what we have estimated.

A general concern
Some people have severe reactions to perfumes,
colognes, and aftershave. Please limit or eliminate
your use of fragrance to create a healthier
environment for all congregants. Thank you for your
consideration!
Loop system
We are pleased to have a newly installed loop
system for those with hearing aids. This technology
will allow worshipers to hear the service clearly
through their personal hearing aids, without
additional external amplification devices. The loop
system encompasses the two main seating areas on
the main level of the sanctuary (center sections –
front to back), and the bima. Please be sure to sit in
those seating areas to use the loop system.
Children’s Safety
Children are an important part of our community and
synagogue. Children must not roam the balconies
unattended, especially in areas where they may
tempted to lean over the balcony rail. Additionally,
they should not be playing or running on the new
grand staircase, playing with the movable partitions
on the lower level, or the elevator. Please monitor
your children. Know where they are/should be at all
times
Notice – Do Not Bring In:
• Recording Devices
• Large Pocketbooks
• Electronic Equipment

• Packages
• Cameras
• Bags

Lock these items in the trunk of your car, out of sight.
Individuals and/or possessions may be searched if
needed.
Cell Phones
Except in emergencies, please refrain from using
cell phones, anywhere in the building. This includes
texting, gaming, etc.
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(HHD Guidelines, continued from page 7)

Halacha and your Health
Our clergy, medical team (“Doc/Nurse-in-the-box,”)
and Executive Director remind you that your primary
responsibility to yourself is to maintain good health.
Dress appropriately for the weather and, especially
on Yom Kippur, be sure to take all medications
that have been prescribed, and hydrate and eat
appropriately if you are on medications or prone to
complications from dehydration or fasting.

Exit signs are located above doorways
Please take specific note of exits as you are seated.
Exits are to the right and left of the bima in addition
to the main exit. Three exits are on the lower level:
two onto Chauncey Avenue, one near the kitchen.
Use the closest exit on your level, stay together as
a group when you exit, and move to a location as
instructed. Any variation to these instructions will
be announced from the bima.

In the event of a health emergency, please advise an
usher or the Executive Director. We have members
of the congregation who are health care providers
(doctors and nurses) seated at specific seats during
most of the services, and we can reach them quickly
to help.

Exit the Building
and meet your children OUTSIDE
The children’s caregivers on the lower level have
been given instructions on how to quickly and
effectively move the children out of the building to
the vacant lot at the corner of Linden and Chauncey
Avenue. (You may meet your children there.) Do
not move between floors to collect your children as
that may slow down vacating the building. Security,
staff, and ushers will inspect the building to be sure
it is vacated.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
Instructions will come from the Bima
If we need to evacuate the building, the importance
of remaining calm and listening to instructions is
key. Please read the following information detailing
exit locations.

FALL FESTIVALS
Sukkot

Monday, October 14 AND Tuesday, October 15 (BOTH DAYS)
9:30 am 		

Sukkot Morning Service

Sh’mini Atzeret

Monday, October 21
9:30 am		

Sh’mini Atzeret Morning Service

Simchat Torah

Monday, October 21			
6:00 pm 		
			
			
			
			

“Come as you are” dinner:
• Families with young children age 7 and under – FREE
pizza dinner provided with RSVP: bethambaltimore.org
• Other guests have the option to BYO dairy/parve 		
dinner OR pre-purchase pizza

6:45 pm 		
• Ma’ariv
			• Torah Reading
			• Hakafot/dancing
			
• Conclude with special treat at Rav Daniel’s house
			
across the street

Tuesday, October 22		

89:30 am 		

Simchat Torah Morning Service with dancing!

President’s Message
Jonathan Fishman
President
Summer is flying by and we are just weeks
away from the High Holy Days. This year
Rosh Hashanah will mark two beginnings:
the beginning of the new Jewish year 5780
and the beginning of a new era for Beth
Am Synagogue when we worship together
as a full congregation for the first time
in our newly renovated and modernized
Eutaw Place building. We hope that
during these days of awe you will also find
yourselves in awe of our magnificently
renovated historic sanctuary replete with
modern amenities!
Completing this project in time for the
High Holy Days has been a monumental
effort in the part of our superb design
and construction team. Russ Robertson,
our “owner’s representative”, expertly
steered us through a complicated design,
financing and bidding process. Our
architect, Alexander Design Services,
must be recognized for their creativity and
attention to detail in the deftly designed
modifications and selective interventions
that have made our building more
beautiful, contemporary and comfortable
while still honoring its fundamental
historic fabric. Our contractor, Southway
Builders has met an impossibly aggressive
schedule with professionalism and
commitment. This complex orchestra of
professionals was masterfully conducted
by Ed Hord, our Building Task Force Chair.
None of this would have even been
possible without the commitment to the
capital campaign from you, our Beth
Am members. The capital campaign
participation level exceeds 80% of the

membership – an accomplishment rarely
matched in fund raising for religious or
non-profit institutions. The exceptional
leadership of our lead donors – Mark
and Patricia Joseph, Elizabeth Weese,
Sol Snyder and Lainy Lebow-Sachs - has
paved the way for the success of our
capital campaign. Standing at $12 million
pledged against our goal of $12.8 million,
the success of our capital campaign is
a moving testament to the importance
of Beth Am in our lives. The $12 million
pledged is comprised of gifts large and
small from members of the congregation,
through the Presidents’ Challenge and
from the all the members of the Beth Am
board. A growing number of members
have furthered their commitment to
the future of Beth Am through the Potts
Legacy Society. Twenty three members
have established a bequest to Beth Am in
their estate planning, including Sol Snyder
who has made a $500,000 bequest.
Behind the scenes, working tirelessly,
meeting every Tuesday evening for more
years than they wish to count, is our
Development Committee, led by Cy Smith,
Lainy Lebow-Sachs and Jim Jacobs. This
extraordinary team is tantalizingly close to
reclaiming their Tuesday nights! It is still
not too late to make a gift or increase your
prior gift, either currently or through the
Potts Legacy Society to help us achieve or
even surpass our goal.
Please spread the word about our return
to the Eutaw Place building among friends
and acquaintances that may be searching
for the unique Jewish experience and
(continues on page 13)
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Kashrut Conversation
with Rav Daniel

CANTOR’S CORNER
Some Thoughts about High Holy Days

Beth Am’s new Kashrut policy

Cantor Ira Greenstein

Sunday, September 15 at 2:00 pm
at Eutaw Place
See the new policy on our website:
https://bethambaltimore.org/
religiouslife/kashrut-policy-guidelines/
Please join
Rav Daniel
in our new
space to
address your
questions
and concerns
about Beth
Am’s new Kashrut policy, and enjoy
a kosher nosh and tour of our newly
renovated facilities!

Beth Am Open House &
Shaving of the Beard
Sunday, September 22 at 11:30 am
Witness this great moment in
Beth Am history!
We’re opening Beth Am’s doors for
members and neighbors to tour our
newly renovated building on Eutaw
Place.
At 1:00 pm, there will be an opportunity
to meet our new security firm.

celebrating our partnership with

Dorothy I. Height
Elementary School

ORDER YOUR LULAV &
ETROG FOR SUKKOT!
The lulav and etrog are important
symbols of Sukkot. Enhance your
festivals by having your own set to
shake!
Choose from two sizes: $28 and $35.
Orders are due no later than Friday,
September 13.
To order: https://bethambaltimore.
org/religiouslife/holydays/
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Shabbat Morning
September 28
Please join Beth Am as we celebrate
our long-standing partnership, thank
the many Beth Am’ers who have
volunteered at the school over the
years, and describe plans for an
expanded relationship.

Periodically, for the past 20 years, I shared
thoughts on various topics that struck me
as interesting. This will be my 47th time
leading High Holy Days as Cantor and it is
likely my last. I want to reflect on that role
of Shaliach Tzibbur, the representative of
the community.
First, it is humbling. As defined, the role
on HHD is much more than simply leading
singing / choir or chanting prayers. The
“representative” part of the role has to
have meaning or one is not worthy to
perform. Many Jews skip most of the
available opportunities to converse with
God all year long, which adds more weight
to their presence on Rosh Hashanah and
particularly Yom Kippur. Over the years, I
devoted many long hours to “perfecting”
the mental state around my rendition of
the personal prayer, Hineni, in which the
cantor asks God to accept his petition
on behalf of his community. To me,
Hineni has been my license to serve the
congregation. Whether dramatically (and
counter to my nature) entering from the
rear of the sanctuary, or chanting it from
the bima, I always sought for the prayer to
be simple and direct, if nothing else from
the heart.
The only other prayer text to which I
have devoted so much mental energy
has been Kol Nidre, because that is the
congregation’s opening supplication
to initiate the Day of Atonement. I have
long felt that the first 20 minutes of Yom
Kippur sets the tone for the entire fast
day to follow – for the congregation and,
honestly, for me. In years past, I would
sing that one paragraph hundreds of

times in the weeks preceding the holiday,
and listen to Max Bruch’s cello piece of
that prayer, to get myself into the right
mindset for being the Cantor. I cannot
even begin to express how gratified it
made me feel when I heard Beth Am
congregants sing along with Kol Nidre
and the choir. From the bima, it is hard to
feel a direct connection with folks in the
pews. Literally, that sing-along MADE my
HHD experience, and Yom Kippur became
less anxious for me at that instant.
From the Beth Am congregational
perspective, there have been important
moments over these past 20 years. It
has been important that members of
the congregation participate. First, one
notes that the HHD Choir is all-volunteer,
unlike in some synagogues. I believe that
this matters to Beth Am. Also, the parts
of the service that I have not led have
traditionally been led by people “of the
congregation.” I believe that this also
matters to Beth Am, which has prided
itself as a community for being self-reliant.
And while I have contractually been an
employee, I have always felt welcomed as
one of the community. Thank you all for
that, especially the Board members and
clergy with whom I have worked.
I served several congregations in my
career before I arrived at Beth Am. I admit
to being very partial towards the Beth Am
sanctuary on HHD, when people fill out
the seats and the sounds of chanting and
choir from the bima reverberate through
the space. I am enthusiastic about the
renovation and the sound system; the
tour I took of the space was great, and
(continues on page 13)
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Kol Hakavod
Cantor Ira Greenstein & Choir
Lisa Akchin
Immediate Past President
This past fall, as Beth Am prepared to
renovate our building on Eutaw Place and
move services and operations to three
different locations, Cantor Greenstein
wanted to have a chat with me -- about
his desire to retire June 30, 2019. After
more than 40 years as a hazzan and 19
years of inspiring musical leadership at
Beth Am, his decision was reasonable
and hard to argue with, but I did: “Cantor,
I simply cannot imagine the congregation
returning to our renovated sanctuary
without your voice surrounding us.”
Cantor Greenstein’s sense of commitment
to the Beth Am community and
characteristic graciousness led him

to adjust his plans. While he officially
stepped out of the Cantor’s role at the
end of June, he returns to be with us
for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur as
Cantor Emeritus, conducting the choir
and chanting the layers of melodies that
are part of the Beth Am High Holy Day
tradition, from the works of Hazzan Abba
Weisgal, to melodies written by Cantor
Greenstein’s teachers, to compositions
by Cantor Greenstein himself.
In deep appreciation, the Beth Am
Board invites all congregants to join
us in honoring Cantor Greenstein and
Members of the High Holy Day Choir at a
special reception.

Rabbi Daniel Cotzin Burg, continued from page 1

Cantor Ira Greenstein, continued from page 11

Held has been named multiple times to
Newsweek’s list of the 50 most influential
rabbis in America. Rabbi Held’s first
book, Abraham Joshua Heschel: The
Call of Transcendence, was published
by Indiana University Press in 2013; The
Heart of Torah, a collection of essays on
the Torah in two volumes, was published
by JPS in 2017.

that space is one reason I agreed to do
HHD services at Beth Am one more time
this year.

In 1974, Beth Am was conceived at
2501 Eutaw Place to be a different kind
of synagogue at which “Jewish study
and teaching” were to be paramount
concerns. When I came to Beth Am I
was honored to celebrate my installation
with visiting scholar Rabbi Bradley Shavit
Artson. As I approach my 10th year of
service to Beth Am and as we re-inhabit
our historic Reservoir Hill building, it will
be my great honor to share the bima with
another scholar of such high esteem.

President’s Message, continued from page 9

community that can be found at Beth
Am. We want to make 5780 the year
of expanded membership at Beth Am.
Our members are our most effective
ambassadors!
I look forward to seeing everyone at Rosh
Hashanah services. My best wishes for a
good and sweet New Year.

A final thought, about the Beth Am people.
Another HHD highlight was listening to
Gil Sandler’s pitch for funds on Rosh
Hashanah. Gil (z”l) was special in so
many ways. I encouraged Gil to sing, and
a couple of times I made tapes for him of
haftarot he hoped to chant in the future.
I recently uncovered an email dialog I had
with Gil, an individual who could have a
self-deprecating sense of humor (and
underlying ego) somewhat like my own.
The dialog occurred shortly after HHD in
2017. I started by complimenting him on
a radio interview he did. Gil replied: “Now
if I could just sing Adon Olam on key...” I
retorted: “You DO sing Adon Olam on key
… SOME key or another … it’s just that the
key is variable and changes frequently.”
On HHD, we take time to remember
people who passed away, and I still miss
Gil. I know we all do. But it is also a time
when I have some unstructured break on
Yom Kippur and can just informally chat
with folks. It is nice to greet people in
the back on the sanctuary after services;
however, it is even nicer to just speak with
each other and share thoughts, both of
the day and of life in general.
Lainy LeBow-Sachs, who served as Beth
Am’s President when I came to the
synagogue, conveyed to me the three
pillars of Beth Am – the music, the
building, and the people –when I was first
hired. These years later, they still root my
feelings.
Shanah Tovah – see you in shul!
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SEPTEMBER 2019
SUNDAY
1

MONDAY
2 Labor Day

ELUL 5779 – TISHREI 5780

TUESDAY
3

WEDNESDAY
4

THURSDAY
5

FRIDAY
6

SATURDAY
7
8:45 am Torah Study
(DIY) (2)

6:45 pm Melton Class at
1500 Union Avenue

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Services (2)
10:45 am Youth Services

8

9

10

9:30 am Lab, First Day (3)

11

12

4:30 pm Lab (3)

6:45 pm Melton Class at
1500 Union Avenue

13

14
Location TBD
Amidan Cantor Bar Mitzvah
8:45 am Torah Study
(DIY)
9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Services
10:45 am Youth Services

15

16

17

9:30 am Lab (3)

18

19

4:30 pm Lab (3)

6:45 pm Melton Class at
1500 Union Avenue

2:00 pm Kashrut
Conversation w/
Rav Daniel (4)

20

21
Location TBD
Jack Serpick Bar Mitzvah
8:45 am Torah Study
(DIY)
9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Services
10:45 am Youth Services

22
9:30 am Lab (3)

23

11:30 am Open House &
Beard Shaving event
(see p. 8) (4)
12:30 pm – Pre-Kadima
Pizza & Nature Walk
1:00 pm Kadima Bowling
(Offsite)
29 Erev Rosh Hashanah

24

25

7:00 pm Social Action
4:30 pm Lab (3)
Committee Meeting at
the Saint James Board
Room, 3704 N. Charles St.

26

27

28
8:45 am Torah Study
(DIY) (4)

6:45 pm Melton Class at
1500 Union Avenue

9:30 am Dorothy I.
Height Shabbat (4)
10:45 am Youth Services

Rosh Hashanah Day 1
30					
Beth Am Office Closed

BETH AM LOCATIONS:

6:00 pm Services (4)

9:00 am Services (4)
10:30 am Shofar (4)

14

(1) BETH AM OFFICE - 2701 N. CHARLES STREET
(2) BETH AM WORSHIP - MT. LEBANON CHURCH
(3) BETH AM LAB - BOLTON STREET SYNAGOGUE
(4) BETH AM SYNAGOGUE - 2501 EUTAW PLACE
15

OCTOBER 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

		 1 Rosh Hashanah Day 2
Beth Am Office Closed
BETH AM LOCATIONS:
(3) BETH AM LAB - BOLTON STREET SYNAGOGUE
(4) BETH AM LAB - 2501 EUTAW PLACE

TISHREI – CHESHVAN 5780

9:00 am Services

WEDNESDAY
2

THURSDAY
3

4:30 pm Lab (3)

10:30 am Shofar

FRIDAY
4

5

5:45 pm Shabbat is
Awesome! (see p. 19)

8:45 am Torah Study
(DIY)

SERVICES AND EVENTS WILL BE AT THE SHUL ON
EUTAW PLACE UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.
6

7

9:45 am Tashlich on the
Spirit of Baltimore

13 Erev Sukkot

9:30 am Lab (3)

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Services
10:45 am Youth Services

8 Erev Yom Kippur
Beth Am Office Closed
6:00 pm Kol Nidre

9 Yom Kippur

Beth Am Office Closed

9:30 am Services

10

9:00 am Services
11:00 am Yizkor
2:00 pm Programs & At
the Break
4:45 pm Minchah
6:00 pm Ne’ila
7:18 pm Havdallah/Final Shofar

14 Sukkot Day 1
15 Sukkot Day 2
16
Beth Am Office Closed
Beth Am Office Closed
9:30 am Services

SATURDAY

11
6:00 pm Klei Kodesh
(see p. 19)

12
8:45 am Torah Study
(DIY)
9:30 am Poetry Shabbat
(see p. 8)
10:45 am Youth Services

17

18

19
Aaron Moss Bar Mitzvah
8:45 am Torah Study
(DIY)

4:30 pm Lab Dinner in
the Sukkah (4)

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Services
10:45 am Youth Services
20 Erev Sh’mini Atzeret
NO Lab
12:00 pm Whitelock
Community Farm
Harvest Festival

27
9:30 am Lab (4)
1:00 pm Honoring
Cantor Ira Greenstein
& Choir

16

7:00 pm Women’s Rosh
Chodesh Group

21 Sh’mini Atzeret
22 Simchat Torah
23
Beth Am Office Closed
Beth Am Office Closed

24

25

Olivia Caplan - Mohler
Bat Mitzvah

9:30 am Services
6:00 pm Dinner

9:30 am Services

8:45 am Torah Study
(DIY)

4:30 pm Lab (4)

6:45 pm Ma’ariv,
Hakafot/dancing,
Torah reading, treat at
Rav Daniel’s house
28

26

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Services
10:45 am Youth Services
29

30

31		

4:30 pm Lab (4)
7:00 pm Social Action
Committee Meeting at
the Saint James Board
Room, 3704 N. Charles St.
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POETRY SHABBAT
OCTOBER 12

Staying Connected
Clarifying the Roles of Beth Am’s
Social Action Committee and In For Of, Inc.
Since its founding, Beth Am has been fiercely committed to thinking about its
place in Reservoir Hill, Baltimore, and the world. Today, this work is most focused
in the work of the Social Action Committee and, with the broader Reservoir Hill
community, through In For Of, Inc. These groups work mostly independently, and
sometimes collaboratively, as with Beth Am’s Party at the Polls on Election Day
2018. Please read the mission statements below and get in touch if you would like
to join fellow members in this important work.

Social Action Committee
Beth Am’s Social Action Committee
(SAC) carries on the congregation’s
long tradition of pursuing justice (“rodef
tzedek”) in our community, our city,
our country, and the world. We do this
through direct service, local and national
advocacy, and education programs. Our
monthly meetings, generally on the fourth
Tuesday of every month, are open to all
Beth Am members. For more information,
email SAC co-chair Evan Serpick (serpick@
gmail.com).
SAC current projects and priorities:
• Immigration – This has been a top
priority for SAC for several years.
Activities have included hosting
educational events and bystander
trainings for Beth Am members and
the broader community, signing up SAC
18

members to mentor refugees resettling
in Baltimore, and co-sponsoring and
organizing citywide events, like the
recent Lights for Liberty protest and the
Tisha B’Av Action to #ClosetheCamps.
• Environment – Beth Am has had an
active environmental team for more
than 10 years. The group worked
with the Interfaith Partnership for the
Chesapeake and joined other religious
congregations in signing a Covenant of
Commitment, conducted energy audits
of the synagogue and congregants’
homes, planted trees next to the
synagogue, held a Tu B’Shevat Seder,
installed a rain barrel along Chauncey
St., and organized spiritual nature
walks, tree maintenance events in
Reservoir Hill, bus tours of other
religious institutions’ environmental
projects, a Tashlich hazardous
waste collection, a kayak tour of the
Harbor for Bnai Mitzvah class, and an
environmental movie event with Mt.
Lebanon Baptist Church.
(continues on page 20)

82% of the Beth Am
congregation has made a gift
to the Capital Campaign?

We’ll be back in our newly renovated
building on Eutaw Place for Parashat
Haazinu (between Yom Kippur and
Sukkot), so it’s only fitting that the
theme this year is...

“COMING HOME”
For more info: Charles Rammelkamp
rammelkampjc@gmail.com

If you are part of the 18%, there is
still time to join the rest of us.

DON’T BE LEFT OUT!
Contact Rachel Weitzner
410-523-2446
rachel@bethambaltimore.org

FRIDAY NIGHTS AT BETH AM

Beth Am looks forward to celebrating Kabbalat Shabbat with you this fall
in our historic, newly renovated building on Eutaw Place!
Registration required, go to bethambaltimore.org.
Oct. 11 | Nov. 8 | Dec. 13 | Jan. 10 | Mar. 13 | Apr. 17 | May 8

KLEI

KODESH

SHABBAT COMES ALIVE!

One Friday monthly at 6:00 pm beginning
October 11.
A joyful service for all ages in our newly
renovated sanctuary, featuring music by
Uncle Ira’s Hebrew Washboard Ensemble,
followed by Shabbat dinner.

Oct. 4 | Nov. 1 | Dec. 6 | Jan. 3 | Mar. 6 | Apr. 10 | May 1
First Friday monthly at 5:45
pm beginning October 4.
Tot Shabbat followed
by dinner.
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(IFO/SAC continued from page 18)

• Dorothy I. Height Elementary –
SAC has a longstanding and very
active relationship with Beth Am’s
neighborhood school, formerly called
John Eager Howard. The SAC organizes
an annual book drive, sponsors
students to participate in trips to
Echo Hill Outdoor Education School,
and contributes to the school’s food
bank (we used SAC funds to buy a
new freezer when they moved into the
new building). SAC members tutor and
mentor students and organize afterschool or lunch clubs like the Chess
Club, Games Club, or Spanish Club
and volunteer to read to students as
part of the Bookworms program. Learn
more when school officials join us for
Dorothy I. Height Elementary Shabbat
on September 28th!

included working with clergy supporting
marriage equality, advocating for
immigrant rights, opposing solitary
confinement in Maryland prisons, and
supporting harm reduction approaches
to addiction and overdose.
• Civic Engagement – In collaboration
with IFO, the SAC has worked to
increase civic engagement in Reservoir
Hill. Taking advantage of Beth Am’s
status as a polling place, SAC and IFO
hosted a Party at the Polls on Election
Day, 2018, with a DJ, food and ice
cream trucks, kids activities, and lots
of great relationship-building with our
neighbors.

• Advocacy – The SAC has become
increasingly involved in policy advocacy,

• Mitzvah Day – SAC’s biggest oneday event of the year is Mitzvah Day,
December 25th, when we package
and deliver Christmas packages to 36
families in need, including full dinners
with cooked turkeys, sides, homemade
desserts, books, cards, and more.

In For Of, Inc.
IFO is the bridge between Beth Am
Synagogue and the Reservoir Hill
community.

some that are both!). Our work ranges
from large events bringing folks together
(concerts, etc.) to small get-togethers that
allow folks to get to know one another in
a more intimate setting. We are also all
about “showing up” for our neighbors at
Reservoir Hill community events. That’s
the best way to get to know one another!

IFO is a collaboration between Beth Am
members and Reservoir Hill residents.
Our mission is to increase and deepen
relationships
between
congregants
and residents and support the work
taking place in Reservoir Hill to promote
inclusive and sustainable community
revitalization, as well as support the
renovation and preservation of Beth Am’s
building to serve both congregation and
community.
Our Board is comprised of Reservoir Hill
Residents and Beth Am members (and

20

Recent Events (2018-2019): IFO
members and friends * attended and
discussed an ICJS Lecture on Race; *
attended the Romare Bearden Exhibit
at Reginald J. Lewis Museum; * Hosted
A Conversation with Ray Kelly (No
Boundaries Coalition) and Rabbi Daniel
Burg; * Initiated the IFO Book Club; *
Supported the Reservoir Hill Resource
Fair and Music Festival; * Supported Beth
Am members and Reservoir Hill residents
at the city-wide Hug Don’t Shoot/Hands
Across Baltimore/Ceasefire Event; *
(continues on page 24)

Become a Member of the
Deborah & Efrem Potts Legacy Society

The Deborah & Efrem Potts
Legacy Society Members
as of January 1, 2019

Include Beth Am in your estate planning, by making a
bequest or other planned gift. You can combine your
financial planning with philanthropy and make a lasting
investment in the future of our congregation.
WAYS TO GIVE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:
Bequests in a will or trust
Beneficiary designations in a retirement
fund [e.g., IRA, 401(k), 403(b)]

Lisa & Don Akchin
Anonymous (2)
Bobbi Yael Antonazzi
Richard & Nancy Bloom
Elizabeth & Mark Borris
Thomas M. Brown & Susan Weingast
Carol & Jerry Doctrow
Gail & Jonathan Fishman
Sara W. Fishman
Elaine & John (Z”L) Freeman
Helene & Alan Goldberg
Sandra & Robert Hillman
Hillary & Jim Jacobs
Linda F. & Julian L. Lapides
Lainy Lebow-Sachs &
Leonard Sachs (Z”L)
Elizabeth K. Moser
Carla Rosenthal & Alan Schwartz
Gilbert Sandler (Z”L)
Judith Schagrin & David Scher
Cy Smith & Adina Amith
Solomon & Elaine (Z”L) Snyder
Bonnie & Stuart Stainman
Susan & Brian Sullam

Beneficiary designation in a life insurance
policy or outright gift of life insurance

I HEREBY EXPRESS MY INTENTION TO INCLUDE BETH AM IN MY ESTATE PLANS:
[ ] I have, or intend, to include a bequest for Beth Am in my
estate plans.
[ ] My intention is to leave Beth Am $______.
[ ] I have made other plans for a legacy gift–different than, or
in addition to, what is in my will.

Please Print Below:

NAME
EMAIL			

PHONE		

ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP
SIGNATURE

SCAN AND SEND COMPLETED FORM TO BETHAMPOTTSLEGACY@GMAIL.COM
OR MAIL FORM TO POTTS LEGACY SOCIETY, BETH AM SYNAGOGUE,
INTERIM OFFICE, 2701 N. CHARLES ST., SUITE 402, BALTIMORE, MD 21218
QUESTIONS: CONTACT JIM JACOBS AT 410.727.4433 OR JJACOBS@JDLAW.COM
OR DAVID SCHER AT 443.257.9104 OR DCSCHER@COMCAST.NET
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Chillin’ & Grillin’ with BAYiTT
Summertime BBQ at Rav D’s
Sunday, August 18, 2019

Beth Am Congregational Survey Results
Page: @BAYITT
Group:
BAYITT - Beth Am’s
Young-Adult Initiative
for 20s & 30s
Info/Questions: Contact Jamie
jamie@bethambaltimore.org

Part of a thriving urban Jewish
community in Baltimore, BAYiTT is a
group of fun, intellectual, down-toearth singles and couples in their 20s
and 30s building community through
Jewish religious, social, volunteer and
educational programs.

Our events take place in Baltimore
City’s Reservoir Hill neighborhood and
throughout the downtown area. This is
the place to be to meet other Jews in
their 20s-30s from across the Baltimore
area.

Many thanks to the 235 individuals who
took the time to participate in our Beth Am
survey. This is an outstanding response
rate! We got a lot of valuable feedback
that we are carefully sifting through.
We have included some demographic
data about the survey participants. As
you will see, the majority of participants
were over 40 years of age and many were
longer term members.
While we definitely have work to do, we
are pleased to report that of the members
that did participate in the survey, 94%
reported being satisfied with Beth Am as
a whole.

Meanwhile, because so few parents
in our Discovery Lab participated in
the survey, we will hold special Focus
Groups for them in the fall. If you are a
Lab family, and would like to participate
in our focus groups, or if you did not take
the survey and would like to share your
feedback please go to https://tinyurl.
com/strategicplanningintake to fill out a
simple intake form. If you wish to keep
your identity a secret, you can leave out
your name and contact info.
Warmly,
- Robin Rose-Samuels, Ilene Salcman,
and Paula Singer
Strategic Planning Communications Team

Beth Am Congregational Survey Demographics
November 15–17, 2019

&

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend
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Featuring theologian, scholar,
and educator Rabbi Shai Held

The custom of sponsoring a Kiddush is
a wonderful way to share your joy and
at the same time support Beth Am.
You can honor a person, remember a
loved one, or celebrate a simcha. Your
sponsorship will appear in the Shabbat
Program that week and in the following
month’s Bulletin.
As a community we
delight in each other’s
simchas, and would
be honored if you
share yours
with us.
Please contact David Rothenberg
for more info, 410-523-2446 x1121
or david@bethambaltimore.org

23

(IFO/SAC continued from page 18)

BETH AM MOURNS

Hosted “Party at the Polls” along with
SAC; * Hosted Gentrification Seder; *
Participated in Reservoir Hill’s Juneteenth
and Home & Garden Tour; * Hosted Olam
Ubuntu Youth Leadership program for
Jewish and African American teens
Upcoming Events: * Facilitating a tour
of the renovated Beth Am Synagogue
for Reservoir Hill residents and sharing
information about new Security Plan; *
Participating in Reservoir Hill Harvest
Festival (sharing Sukkot traditions)*
Planning Rededication of German Park
with other groups; * Participating in the
Celebration of Beth Am’s return to its
renovated building
Support IFO’s Mission by * Attending
meetings; * Supporting programs and
events; * Spreading the word about IFO;
* Building IFO’s relationships with our
Reservoir Hill Community
Get Involved! Email Co-Chairs Cindy
Paradies
(cparadies09@gmail.com)
or Jackie Oldham (jacquelyn.oldham@
verizon.net). We generally meet the 4th
Wednesday of the month, and all are
welcome!

Rabbi Joel H. Zaiman, on July 31, 2019
Jackie Dobry, sister of Cheryl Hindes (Stephen Snyder) on August 1, 2019

Kadima (‘forward” in Hebrew) is for
middle-schoolers with programming
closely tied to USY, including
recreational activities, holiday
celebrations, leadership development,
weekend retreats, community service
projects and more.

We can’t wait to see you
this school year!
PRE-KADIMA

For Beth Am’ers in 3rd, 4th & 5th Grades
September 22: Pizza Lunch & Nature Walk
November 17: Welcome Home!
January 12: Paint Your Own Pottery
February 9: Indoor Drive-In Movie
April 26: SpringFest
May 17: Family Fun Day at Coven Farm

KADIMA

For Beth Am’ers in 6th, 7th & 8th Grades

Begins November 19
Topic TBD

September 22: Bowling
October 19: Kadima Saturday Night Live
November 10: Put the “ART” in Party
December 15 : Hanukkah Battle
January 19: Snow Tubing
February 9: Indoor Drive-In Movie
February 14 - 16: Winter Kadima Kallah
March 7: Havdallah Sleepover
April 19: Chocolate Seder
May 17: Family Day at Coven Farm
Info/questions: Please contact Jamie,
jamie@bethambaltimore.org
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Jane Krieger Schapiro, mother and grandmother of JoAnn (Jack) Fruchtman,
Howard (Nancy) Cohen, J. Mark (Lorraine) Schapiro, and JM (Mindy) Schapiro, on
August 10, 2019
Vernon Futterman, father of Andy Futterman (Amy Wolfson) on August 18, 2019.

BETH AM CELEBRATES
70+ BIRTHDAYS
SEPTEMBER 2019
1 - Mark Joseph
2 - Georgia Parker
2 - Constance Baker
7 - Jill Sommer
7 - Lynn Rubin
8 - Deborah Lubow
8 - Brian Sullam
10 - Wilbert Sirota
10 - Ivan Fried

11 - Michael Sanow
12 - Mark Berman
12 - Herschel Langenthal
17 - Julian Lapides
17 - Nelson Hyman
17 - Doreen Rosenthal
18 - Jacquelyn Fried
20 - Celia Sroelov
21 - Susan Leviton

24 - Sidney Brower
24 - Ronald Reifler
25 - Ilene Becker
26 - Sharon Schreter
27 - Jeffrey Austin
28 - Carol Shulman
29 - Sandra Weiner
30 - Al Honick
30 - Irma Weinstein

13 - Harriet Goldman
14 - Rheda Becker
14 - Stanley Kroiz
14 - Jay Silverman
15 - Ann Saunders
15 - Paul Sugar
18 - Judith Hozore
18 - Betsy Hess

18 - Robert Kargon
19 - Mordecai Blaustein
24 - Howard Berg
28 - Joyce Shemer
Keating
29 - Robert Yolken
30 - James Prost
30 - Roslyn Hyman

OCTOBER 2019
2 - Joan Sills
2 - Sally Neustadt
2 - Alfred Sommer
2 - Richard Manekin
3 - Debra Furchgott
3 - Bailey Fine
12 - Martin Yaker
12 - Rona Joan Schoenfeld

50+ ANNIVERSARIES
SEPTEMBER 2019

OCTOBER 2019

7 - Margaret & Richard Himelfarb
7 - Sharon & Josef Nathanson

22 - Monica & Arnold Sagner
16 - Roslyn & Nelson Hyman
25

ACKNOWLEDGE THE OCCASION THROUGH BETH AM

We encourage all congregants to send their contribution requests directly to the office
(frontoffice@bethambaltimore.org) so they can be processed in a timely manner.
Online donations available at our website bethambaltimore.org/donate
First & Last Name(s): _______________________________________________________________

Beth Am Renovation
New floor and ceiling installation

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
If your contribution is from a couple or family, please list all names (use additional paper if necessary)
Phone: (________) __________ - ___________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________________
Date: _______________________________ Amount of Donation: $__________________________
($18 minimum requested; please make checks payable to Beth Am)
In honor/memory/appreciation of: ____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Fund Designation:__________________________________________________________________
Send Acknowledgment Card To:
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

FUND DESCRIPTIONS
ACCESSIBILITY FUND - Used to make the facility accessible to those with impaired physical abilities
ADULT EDUCATION FUND - Supports educational programs for all adults
BUILDING PRESERVATION AND RITUAL ENHANCEMENT FUND - Supports the preservation and renovation of
the building and the ritual items.
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND - Allows the Cantor to support special programs and individuals in need
EDUCATOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND - Allows the Educator to support special programs and individuals in need
ETTA & LOUIS L. KAPLAN EDUCATION FUND - Supports the purchase of furniture, equipment and capital
improvements for the Jewish Discovery Lab
FLORAL FUND - Beautifies the Bimah
GARDEN FUND - Beautifies grounds
GENERAL FUND - Applied to the operating budget of the congregation
I. WILLIAM SCHIMMEL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP FUND - Assists students in their educational pursuits
KIDDUSH FUND - Used for luncheons following Sabbath and holiday services
PRAYER BOOK FUND - Supports the purchase of prayer books and dedicated prayer books
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND - Allows the Rabbi to support special programs and individuals in need
SOCIAL ACTION FUND - Supports social action activities in the Reservoir Hill area and the general community
YOUTH & TEEN EDUCATION SUPPORT FUND - Supports educational programs for all of Beth Am’s youth

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Make checks payable to:
BETH AM
P.O. BOX 418
MONTVALE, NJ 07645
Please indicate on the memo line of your check to what your
payment or contribution should be applied or include a note.

If anything has changed with your contact info
(including address, email address or phone number)
please let us know so we can update our records.
Questions?
Call the Front Office at (410) 523.2446 or
email frontoffice@bethambaltimore.org

Because of space limitations, contributions made in August, September,
and October 2019 will be listed in the November issue. Thank for your
generous donations!

© 2019 Beth Am Synagogue

Beth Am Synagogue is a
Proud Member of USCJ
Look for the USCJ online at:
www.uscj.org.
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