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Abstract: 

The US Africa Initiative on Electronic Structure (USAfrI) is a new program funded by the 

American Physical Society Innovation Fund, with the goal to foster collaborations between 

African and US scientists and students [1].  It was initially proposed to involve two workshops in 

Africa in 2020 and the US in 2021, which were delayed by a year.  The goals are the same but 

the increase in virtual interactions has opened an entire new world with much more opportunities 

for people from less developed regions and new possibilities for interaction.  There was a kickoff 

event on the Sunday before the March Meeting, with free registration for the entire March 

meeting for 28 Africans, thanks in part to DCOMP. The first full workshop, June 14-18, 2021, 

brought together over 100 scientists and students from the US, Canada and 12 African countries, 

with about 50 participants signed on at any one time.  There were 24 talks (equally divided 

between African and US speakers), and almost 100 posters, a feat considering the  difficulties of 

organizing such a meeting and poor internet connections in many places.  Already several 

collaborations are in progress or under discussion, and the challenge is to build on the 

enthusiasm and good will at the workshop.  As we look forward to the next workshop in the US 

in 2022, there are still opportunities for others to be involved!  Contact information is on the 

website or contact any of the PIs directly. 

 

The African School for Electronic Structure Methods and Applications (ASESMA) is also 

continuing with a virtual school held just before USAfrI.  The plan is to have a school in 2022, 

hopefully in person.  Consider being a lecturer or mentor! 

 

[1] Updated information on UAAfrI can be found at https://usafricainitiative.org. The PIs are 

Omololu Akin-Ojo (East Africa Institute for Fundamental Research, Kigali, Rwanda) Sinead 

Griffin (LBL), Richard Martin and Renata Wentzcovitch (Columbia).  

https://usafricainitiative.org/

