Lessons From I John

Confidence In Christ's Return

(Idn 2:28-29
INTRODUCTION
1. Good Morning
a. Greeting...

2. Series of "Lessons From | John."
a. What to keep in mind concerning | John.
i. Context: John is writing to combat Gnosticiand the dangers of its false
doctrines.
ii. Content: John's writing is to the Christians thencerning what they must
know to have security in their Christianity.
3. The second coming
a. There has been much written about and saiceoang the second coming of Christ.
I. "Christendom" is fascinate with this topic not the "truth" concerning it
usually but for the fantasies they have imagjmgout it.
b. John in his writing here and in his quest to helpsGans know the security of
Christianity briefly talks about what our mindskould be regarding Christ's return.
I. It should be a mindset of confidence not shame.
4. Our mindset on the subject of Christ's return?
a. First it is not thought of that much I'm afraid.
I.  When itis it is not thought of in a favoralltght, let me explain...
1. Whenis the last time you thought about Chnisturn and hope it
was quickly coming?
il. Hence not in a favorable light. We are mbwerried" than "excited" about
His coming back and as John points this out, shaitiright.
5. Let us therefore examine our "Confidence In Chikgtsirn."

. The Two Goals

A. First goal is to have confidence when Christ coagain
1. The word confidence in Greek isippnoia” or "parresia.”
i. "all out-spokenness, i.e. frankness, bluntrnagslicity; by impl.

assurance:—bold. .(Strong, J., S.T.D., LL.D. (2009). Vol. 1: A Concise
Dictionary of the Words in the Greek Testanaet The Hebrew Bible (56).
Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems) Inc.

il. "to speak boldly, or freely,” primarily hadfeeence to speech (see B,

below), but acquired the meaning of “being boldyaxing bold"
(Vine, W. E., Unger, M. F., & White, W. (1996). Vol. 2irk¢'s Complete Expository
Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Rshville, TN: T. Nelson.)

2. Thus the word means to have outspoken confider@rist's coming.
I. Seeing the word in action.
a. Ac 4:13"Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John,
and perceived that they were uneducated, commea, they
Weres?stonished. And they recognized thathbdybeen with
Jesus."

! All Scriptures are taken from the ESV unless otherwisted.
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b. Ac 9:27"But Barnabas took him and brought him to the
apostles and declared to them how on tlethednad seen the
Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damaseusaal
preached boldly in the name of Jesus."

3. We are to have this boldness in other thingsedls w
I.  We are to have this boldness in Christ.

a. Ep 3:11-12"This was according to the eternal purpose that he
has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, Mhom we have
boldness and access with confidence througfaluin him."

il. We are to boldly access the throne of Godis help.

a. He 4:14-16"Since then we have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Smuplet us hold
fast our confession. 15 For we do not havela priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesseyrimitvho in
every respect has been tempted as weatr@jtiiout sin. 16
Let us then with confidence draw near talihene of grace,
that we may receive mercy and find grace lwihgime of
need."

4. "Just as we can now boldly approach God's ttwbgeace...so we can then

stand with confidence before Christ's throneagment!"(Having Confidence
At Christ's Coming by Copeland, Mark)

B. Second goal is to not be ashamed when Christ ieppgain
1. The word ashamed heredssvvOduev" or "ais-chyn-tho-men."

I. "to be suffused with shame, be made ashameakHaamed{Thayer, J.
H. (1889). A Greek-English lexicon of the Neestament: Being Grimm's Wilke's
Clavis Novi Testamenti (17). New York: HargeBrothers.)

il. "to feel shame before ong'iddell, H. (1996). A lexicon: Abridged from
Liddell and Scott’'s Greek-English lexicon. G#debor, WA: Logos Research
Systems, Inc.)

2. We see it's usage in the unjust stewards attituagaddegging.

i. Lk 16:3 "And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall | do¢gsimy
master is taking the management away frofhInaen not strong
enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg."

2. Thus the idea here is best seen in the ESShtnk" away in shame.

[I. The Solution To The Goals

A. Abide in Him
1. Hereis the simple and yet constant answso toany of John's
admonitions...abide in Him.
2. But how do we do such?
B. Abiding in Christ
1. We must let the Word abide in us.

I. 1Jn 2:24"Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If
what you heard from the beginning abides in tftan you too will
abide in the Son and in the Father."

ii. Jn 15:10"If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love,
just as | have kept my Father’'s commandmeamisabide in his love."”
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a. This means we must "know" His Word.

b. This means we must "keep" His Word.

2. The reason so many lack confidence in Christsngpis that many
Christians do not know the words of Jesus.
i. Example: Taking a test.

a. If you haven't put the proper effort into knowtimg material
then you are nervous about the test.

1. Why, because you don't have confidence in what
know because you don't know the material.

b. If you have put the proper effort in and knoevrtiaterial
frontwards and backwards you are not nervoas aervous
about the test.

1. Why, because you have confidence in whakyow
because you know the material.

il. When we don't know the Bible, we will be appratiee about Christ's
coming.

a. Why, because we are ashamed and know wa’'hpuéforth
the effort to know Him as we should througés Word.

iii. There is an easy solution however...studyingwhead of Christ.

a. Il Ti2:15 "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed, ridivitying the
word of truth.(NKJV)

3. The other reason so many lack confidence in tGhesming is that many
Christians do not keep that which they knovodél's Word.
I. Itisn't enough to know Christ's Word we must kieeg well by
being...

a. Doers of the Word.

1. Mt 7:24-25 "Everyone then who hears these words of
mine and does them will be like a wise man uilt
his house on the rock. 25 And the rain dgilg the
floods came, and the winds blew and be#tatn
house, but it did not fall, because it haebfounded
on the rock."

b. One's that practice the Word.

1. 1Jn 2:29"If you know that he is righteous, you may
be sure that everyone who practices rigisieess has
been born of him."

4. Thus to abide in Christ means to know His Worlkaaep His Word.
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CONCLUSION

1. The truth is if we know what Jesus has actuallght, it isn't that hard to do what He says.
a. 1Jn 5:3"For this is the love of God, that we keep his commas And his
commandments are not burdensome."
2. Add to that, that if we sin we have access to thedobf Christ through repentance.
a. 1Jn 1:9 "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to feegiis our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
3. One can begin to thusly see that one can havelengqutspoken confidence when Christ
comes back.
4. Question: Do you have confidence or are you ashant@rist's return?
a. My hope is that you "know" you have eternal life
I. 1Jn 5:13"1 write these things to you who believe in the narhthe Son of
God that you may know that you have eterfal'li
5. Invitation
a. For those that are Christians but are natdivor Christ repent by confessing your
sins to God that He may forgive you and dedigate life/time back to Him.

. 1Jn 1:7, 9"But if we walk in the light as He is in the lighwe have
fellowship with one another, and the blood sti3eChrist His Son cleanses us
from all sin...9 If we confess our sins, He ishil and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteoushess.

b. For those that are not Christians or for thibaethink they are Christians and want
to know for sure notice what is required to Inee@ child of God or Christian
according to God and God only.

I. Hear/Study Rom 10:17; Il Tim 2:15
ii. Believe Jesus Is The Christ Jn 3:16; 8:24

iii. Repent/Turn To God Ac 17:30; Lk 24:47

iv. Confess Jesus As Lord Mt 10:32; Rom 10:9

v. Immersed For The Forgiveness of Sidg 2:38; 22:16; | Pt 3:21
vi. Live A Faithful Life 1 Jn 1:7; Eph 5:8
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