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Key Highlights
Click on the Page Number to Jump There

Worldwide App Store and Google Play downloads totaled 18.1 billion for Q3 2016, an 
increase of more than 15 percent over Q3 2015. 

U.S. App Store and Google Play combined net revenue grew 49 percent over Q3 2015 to 
$2.23 billion. 

Pokémon GO was the most downloaded app on the App Store and Google Play for the 
quarter, both worldwide and in the U.S. 

Uber was the most downloaded non-game app on the App Store worldwide for the 
quarter, surpassing Facebook, WhatsApp, and Messenger. 
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Key Metrics: Worldwide Downloads

18.1 Billion 
App Store + Google Play Downloads

6.5 Billion 
App Store Downloads

11.6 Billion 
Google Play Downloads

Worldwide App Store and Google Play Downloads      

4B

8B

12B

16B

20B

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

18.1B
15.7B

+15.3%

Worldwide App Store Downloads                       

1B

2B

3B

4B

5B

6B

7B

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

6.5B
5.5B

+18.2%

Worldwide Google Play Downloads                          

2B

4B

6B

8B

10B

12B

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

11.6B
10.2B

+13.7%

Growth driven primarily by China.
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Key Metrics: U.S. Downloads

2.75 Billion 
U.S. App Store + Google Play Downloads

1.35 Billion 
U.S. App Store Downloads

1.41 Billion 
U.S. Google Play Downloads

U.S. App Store and Google Play Downloads      

1B

2B

3B

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

2.75B2.65B

+3.8%

U.S. App Store Downloads                       

500M

1.0B

1.5B

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

1.35B1.28B

+5%

U.S. Google Play Downloads                          

500M

1.0B

1.5B

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

1.41B1.37B

2.7%
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Key Metrics: U.S. Revenue

$2.23 Billion 
U.S. App Store + Google Play Revenue

$1.36 Billion 
U.S. App Store Revenue

$869 Million 
U.S. Google Play Revenue

U.S. App Store and Google Play Revenue      

$500M

$1.00B

$1.50B

$2.00B

$2.50B

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

$2.23B

$1.50B

+49%

U.S. App Store Revenue                       

$500M

$1.00B

$1.50B

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

$1.36B

$954M

+42.9%

U.S. Google Play Revenue                          

$250M

$500M

$750M

$1.00B

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

$869M

$545M

+59.6%
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to position your product 
in the market with these 

Q3 data points.

Top Categories

How do the world’s top 
publishers stack up? 

Read the insights we've 
uncovered about who’s 

on top.

Top Publishers

Discover which apps 
made it into the top 20 
for worldwide and U.S. 
downloads, along with 

our analysis.

Top Apps
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We knew that going into this, our eighth quarterly Data Digest, 
Niantic’s augmented reality hit Pokémon GO would loom large over 
the rest of the top apps on the App Store and Google Play. But it’s 
hard to appreciate the true scale of this single title’s success—and 
the effect it had on its publisher’s standing—until you see the analysis 
our Mobile Insights team has compiled on Q3 2016’s top apps and 
publishers in the charts beginning on page 10. 

Using the highly accurate data from our Store Intelligence platform, 
we’ve also taken a look at how U.S. and global app downloads grew 
year-over-year, which categories led in downloads, and how U.S. app 
revenue for the quarter compared to Q3 2015. 

We believe the charts and insights in this report will provide you with 
the best possible snapshot of the mobile app ecosystem as we head 
into the fourth quarter of 2016. As always, thanks for reading, and we 
welcome any feedback on what you’d like to see in future reports. 

The Sensor Tower Mobile Insights Team

Welcome to Sensor Tower’s Q3 2016 Data Digest

Niantic’s Gigantic Quarter 
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About the Data in This Report
Sensor Tower’s Data Science team compiled the download estimates provided in this report using the Sensor Tower 
Store Intelligence platform. 

• Figures cited in this report reflect App Store and Google Play download estimates for July 1, 2016 through 
September 30, 2016. 

• Download estimates presented are on a per-user basis, meaning that only one download per Apple or Google 
account is counted towards the total. 

• Downloads of the same app by the same user to multiple devices, updates, or re-installs of the same app by the 
same user are not counted towards the total. 

• Revenue figures are net amounts after Apple and Google platform fees. 
• Android app install estimates represent downloads from the Google Play Store only. Sensor Tower does not 

provide download estimates for third-party Android stores. 
• Special Note Regarding Pokémon GO Estimates: On September 7, 2016, Niantic announced a figure of more 

than 500 million worldwide installs of Pokémon GO since its July 6, 2016 launch. Based on our research, we 
hypothesize that this figure was derived from a combination of per-device installs (i.e., more than one install per 
Apple or Google account across multiple devices), direct APK downloads by Android users eager to play the 
game in their country prior to its official launch there, and other sources. Our best-effort estimates of this 
unprecedented launch reflect a figure based solely on per-user installs (i.e., only one install counted per Apple/
Google account) via the App Store and Google Play only. 

• Special Note Regarding Google Play Worldwide Estimates: In July, Sensor Tower expanded its download and 
revenue estimates to cover an additional 40 countries supported by Google Play. Their addition affected 
worldwide estimates dating back to January 1, 2016. In order to provide a fair comparison to Q3 2015 figures, we 
excluded estimates for these new countries from our Q3 2016 analysis in this report. 

Would your business benefit from access to Store Intelligence insights and the highly accurate data used to build this 
report? See the fastest growing apps and publishers by downloads or revenue. Email sales@sensortower.com for 
more information.
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Top Apps
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Top 20 iOS and Google Play Apps by Worldwide Downloads

Pokémon GO                 

Facebook                 

WhatsApp Messenger                 

Messenger                 

Instagram                 

Snapchat                 

Uber                 

slither.io                 

YouTube                 

Subway Surfers                 

Clean Master                 

Talking Tom Gold Run                 

Prisma                 

Bitmoji                 

imo                 

UC Browser                 

SHAREit                 

My Talking Tom                 

Skype                 

Piano Tiles 2                 

25M 50M 75M 100M 125M 150M 175M 200M

App Store Google Play

Q3 2016 Worldwide iOS and Google Play App Downloads

Pokémon GO: The World’s No. 1 App
Downloads of Niantic’s game were more than double 
the total installs of Instagram or Snapchat alone.

Uber Raced Up the Ranking 
Ranked No. 17 overall in Q2 2016, the ride sharing 
app climbed to No. 7 last quarter.

Social Companion Apps Thrived
Prisma (No. 13) and Bitmoji (No. 14) found success 
as indispensable add-ons to Instagram and 
Snapchat, respectively. 

*Excludes pre-installations on Android devices.

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide downloads for iPhone, iPad, and 
Google Play for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. Apple apps and 
Google pre-installed apps are excluded. We report unique installs 
only. Android estimates do not include third-party stores.

Game

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence

*Google Play estimates for Facebook include Facebook Lite.
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Top 20 iOS Apps by Worldwide Downloads

Pokémon GO                 

Uber                 

Messenger                 

WhatsApp                 

Facebook                 

Hero MOBA                  

YouTube                 

Instagram                 

Snapchat                 

Google Maps                 

Youku                 

Bitmoji                 

Snake Wars                 

iQIYI                 

Tencent Video                 

Prisma                 

Didi Chuxing                 

National K Song                 

Meituan                 

Talking Tom Gold Run                 

5M 10M 15M 20M 25M 30M 35M 40M 45M 50M 55M

iPhone Installs iPad Installs

Uber: The Top Non-Game App
The ride-sharing service’s increasing adoption outside 
of the U.S. drove massive download growth.

More Games, Thanks to China
One game made the Q2 top 20. Four made it in Q3, 
with Hero MOBA and Snake Wars hailing from China.

Fewer Chinese Apps Versus Q2
Apps from Chinese publishers (    ) occupied 10 spots 
in Q2, but only eight of the top 20 for Q3 2016.

Q3 2016 Worldwide iOS App Downloads

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for 
iPhone and iPad for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. Apple 
apps are excluded. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user).Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence

Game China
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Top 20 Google Play Apps by Worldwide Downloads

Pokémon GO                 

Facebook                 

WhatsApp                 

Messenger                 

Instagram                 

Snapchat                 

slither.io                 

Subway Surfers                 

Clean Master                 

SHAREit                 

Super-Bright LED Flashlight                 

Turbo Cleaner                 

imo                 

My Talking Tom                 

CM Security                 

Talking Tom Gold Run                 

Google Photos                 

Uber                 

Prisma                 

Google Play Games                 

25M 50M 75M 100M 125M 150M

Google Play Installs

A Narrower Win for Pokémon GO
Growing adoption of Facebook’s apps in developing 
nations kept them within range of Niantic’s hit game.

Talking Tom Took Two
Outfit7’s novelty app produced a successful spinoff 
game in Talking Tom Gold Run at No. 16.

Facebook Ruled Non-Game Downloads
As in Q2, Facebook, Messenger, WhatsApp, and 
Instagram were Google Play’s top non-game apps.

Q3 2016 Worldwide Google Play Downloads

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for Google Play 
for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user). Google pre-installed apps are excluded. Android 
download estimates do not include third-party stores.Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence*Excludes pre-installations

Game Tools Chat

*Google Play estimates for Facebook include Facebook Lite.
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Top 20 iOS and Google Play Apps by U.S. Downloads

Pokémon GO                 

Messenger                 

Snapchat                 

Facebook                 

Bitmoji                 

Instagram                 

Pandora                 

YouTube Music                 

Netflix                 

Spotify                 

Uber                 

Rolling Sky                 

YouTube                 

WhatsApp                 

Google Maps                 

slither.io                 

Pinterest                 

NBA Live Mobile                 

Amazon App                 

Flip Diving                 

5M 10M 15M 20M 25M 30M 35M 40M

App Store Google Play

Pokémon GO Dominated the U.S.
Niantic’s game held a wider lead in the United States, 
with nearly double No. 2 Messenger’s downloads.

Snapchat Integration Boosted Bitmoji
Acquired by Snap Inc. in Q2, the emoji-building app 
got a big push from integrating with Snapchat in Q3.

YouTube Music Overtook Spotify
Ranked No. 16 in Q2, YouTube’s dedicated music app 
hit the U.S. top 10 for downloads in Q3.

Q3 2016 U.S. iOS and Google Play App Downloads

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence*Excludes pre-installations on Android devices.

Game Streaming

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide downloads for iPhone, iPad, and 
Google Play for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. Apple apps and 
Google pre-installed apps are excluded. We report unique installs 
only. Android estimates do not include third-party stores.
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Top 20 iOS Apps by U.S. Downloads

Pokémon GO                 

Bitmoji                 

Snapchat                 

Messenger                 

Google Maps                 

YouTube                 

Facebook                 

Instagram                 

Netflix                 

Pandora                 

Uber                 

Spotify                 

Gmail                 

Pinterest                 

Flip Diving                 

Rolling Sky                 

Amazon App                 

NBA Live Mobile                 

slither.io                 

WhatsApp                 

2M 4M 6M 8M 10M 12M 14M 16M 18M 20M

iPhone Installs iPad Installs

Bitmoji Beat Snapchat on iOS
The top non-game app on iOS is now owned by Snap 
and extends Snapchat’s sticker capabilities.

Facebook and Instagram Slipped
The core Facebook app was No. 4 in Q2 and dropped 
to No. 7 in Q3; Instagram dropped two to No. 8.

Google Maps Surged on Summer Travel
The navigation app climbed two spots over its Q2 
ranking to become the No. 5 downloaded app in Q3.

Q3 2016 U.S. iOS App Downloads

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence

Game Streaming

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for 
iPhone and iPad for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. Apple 
apps are excluded. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user).
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Top 20 Google Play Apps by U.S. Downloads

Pokémon GO                 

Messenger                 

Facebook                 

Snapchat                 

YouTube Music                 

Instagram                 

Pandora                 

WhatsApp                 

Spotify                 

Bitmoji                 

slither.io                 

Netflix                 

Rolling Sky                 

Google Photos                 

GO Speed                 

Uber                 

Super-Bright LED Flashlight                 

Marco Polo                 

letgo                 

Farm Heroes Super Saga                 

2M 4M 6M 8M 10M 12M 14M 16M 18M 20M

Google Play Installs

YouTube Music Climbed to the Top 5
Google’s music app continued to ascend this ranking, 
up from No. 13 in Q2 to No. 5 in Q3.

Snapchat Slipped Behind Facebook
While Snapchat had surged into the No. 2 spot for Q2, 
it was overtaken by the core Facebook app in Q3.

Uber Entered the Google Play Top 20
Absent from our Q2 ranking, the ride-sharing app 
grew in popularity among U.S. Android users in Q3.

Q3 2016 U.S. Google Play App Downloads

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence*Excludes pre-installations

Game Streaming

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for Google Play 
for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user). Google pre-installed apps are excluded. Android 
download estimates do not include third-party stores.
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Top Publishers
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Top 20 iOS Publishers by Worldwide Downloads

Tencent                 

Google                 

Facebook                 

Alibaba Group                 

Niantic                 

Electronic Arts                 

Snap                 

Outfit7 Limited                 

Baidu                 

Xiamen Meitu Technology                 

NetEase                 

Uber                 

Kingsoft                 

Gameloft                 

Naver                 

BABYBUS                 

QIYI                 

Microsoft                 

Disney                 

Ketchapp                 
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iPhone Installs iPad Installs

Google Overtook Facebook in Q3
Ranked No. 3 in iOS downloads for Q2, Google 
switched places with Facebook in Q3.

Niantic: Suddenly Gigantic
Pokémon GO’s publisher went from off the radar in Q2 
to No. 5 worldwide by iOS downloads in Q3.

Uber Entered to Top 20
Uber made its first appearance on this ranking, 
debuting at No. 12 for worldwide iOS downloads.

Q3 2016 Worldwide iOS Publishers by Downloads

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for 
iPhone and iPad for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. Apple 
apps are excluded. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user).
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Top 20 Google Play Publishers by Worldwide Downloads

Facebook                 

Google                 

Niantic                 

Outfit7 Limited                 

Kingsoft                 

Gameloft                 

Electronic Arts                 

Sungy Mobile                 

King                 

Naver                 

Tencent                 

Snap                 

Lyrebird Studio                 

Jio                 

Alibaba Group                 

Rovio                 

Fotoable                 

Disney                 

Microsoft                 

Supercell                 
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Google Play Installs

Niantic Hit the Top 3 for Google Play
Pokémon GO’s maker was outranked only by 
Facebook and Google on the Play Store.

Talking Tom Helped Outfit7 Hang On
Britain’s Outfit7 retained its No. 4 position from Q2 
thanks to strong downloads of Talking Tom Gold Run.

Snap Climbed the Ranking
No. 19 last quarter, downloads of Snapchat and 
Bitmoji took the publisher to No. 12 in Q3.

Q3 2016 Worldwide Google Play Publishers by Downloads

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence*Excludes pre-installations

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for Google Play 
for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user). Google pre-installed apps are excluded. Android 
download estimates do not include third-party stores.
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Top 20 iOS Publishers by U.S. Downloads

Google                 

Facebook                 

Snap                 

Niantic                 

Electronic Arts                 

Disney                 

Tencent                 

Amazon                 

Kingsoft                 

Outfit7 Limited                 

Ketchapp                 

Microsoft                 

Zynga                 

Glu Games                 

King                 

Gameloft                 

NBC Universal                 

Rovio                 

Uber                 

Warner Bros.                 
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Netflix Exited the Top 20
As U.S. installs of its app remained flat, the publisher 
dropped from No. 19 in Q2 to No. 22 in Q3.

Snap Moved Up Two Spots
With Bitmoji now under its roof, the social giant 
climbed from No. 5 in Q2 to No. 3 in Q3.

Zynga Had a Better Q3
The social game maker was ranked No. 17 in U.S. iOS 
downloads for Q2 but climbed to No. 13 last quarter.

Q3 2016 U.S. iOS Publishers by Downloads

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for 
iPhone and iPad for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. Apple 
apps are excluded. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user).
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Top 20 Google Play Publishers by U.S. Downloads

Google                 

Facebook                 

Niantic                 

Sungy Mobile                 

Electronic Arts                 

Snap                 

Outfit7 Limited                 

Tencent                 

Disney                 

King                 

Kingsoft                 

Gameloft                 

Microsoft                 

Zynga                 

Amazon                 

Rovio                 

Glu Games                 

LIONMOBI                 

Pandora                 

LEGO                

0 10M 20M 30M 40M 50M

Google Play Installs

Electronic Arts Surged on Sports
Big Q3 launches including NBA Live Mobile and new 
content for Madden boosted EA four spots over Q2.

Zynga Was Back in the Google Top 20
Absent from this ranking in Q2, the game maker 
returned in Q3 at No. 14 on the list.

More Game Publishers in the Top 10
Six of Q3’s top 10 publishers on Google Play make 
games; only five of the top 10 in Q2 did.

Q3 2016 U.S. Google Play Publishers by Downloads

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence*Excludes pre-installations

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for Google Play 
for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user). Google pre-installed apps are excluded. Android 
download estimates do not include third-party stores.
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Top Categories
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Top 5 App Store Categories by Worldwide Downloads

Games Grew 18% Year Over Year
Accounting for 82% of all iOS downloads worldwide, 
the Games category continued to dominate.

Entertainment Overtook Photo & Video
Growing 11% over Q3 2015, the Entertainment 
category replaced Photo & Video at No. 2 from Q2. 

Social Networking Lost to Utilities
No. 3 last quarter, Social Networking came up fourth 
in Q3 with download growth flat from Q3 2015.

Q3 2016 Worldwide App Store Categories by Downloads

500M

1.0B

1.5B

2.0B

2.5B

Games Entertainment Photo & Video Utilities Social Networking

400M415M
507M522M

2.01B

400M
345M

457M472M

1.70B

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

285% Larger

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for 
iPhone and iPad for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. Apple 
apps are excluded. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user).
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Top 5 Google Play Categories by Worldwide Downloads

1B

2B

3B

4B

5B

6B

Game Tools Communication Photography Entertainment

571M619M630M

1.00B

4.99B

481M
586M619M

849M

4.32B

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

Google Games Growth Trailed iOS
The Game category was up 16% year-over-year on 
Google Play compared to Q3 2015; iOS grew 18%.

Slower YoY Growth for Other Categories
The remaining four categories grew YoY, but not as 
significantly as they did between Q2 2015 and 2016.

Games Were Nearly 5x Second Place
Google’s Game category was 399% larger than the 
next most-downloaded category, Tools.

Q3 2016 Worldwide Google Play Categories by Downloads

399% Larger

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence*Excludes pre-installations

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for Google Play 
for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user). Google pre-installed apps are excluded. Android 
download estimates do not include third-party stores.
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Top 5 App Store Categories by U.S. Downloads

Games Grew Less YoY vs. Q2
Game downloads grew 13.7% in Q2 2016 over Q2 
2015; in Q3 2016 they grew 3.9% over Q3 2015.

Music Dropped From the Top 5
No. 5 in category downloads for Q2, Music was 
replaced by Utilities as streaming reaches saturation.

Entertainment and Social Declined
Entertainment and Social Networking both showed 
negative year-over-year growth for Q3, as category 
leaders such as Facebook and Netflix are reaching 
saturation in the U.S.

Q3 2016 U.S. App Store Categories by Downloads

100M

200M

300M

400M

500M

Games Photo & Video Entertainment Social Networking Utilities

74M81M
93M

108M

456M

68M

91M97M
109M

439M

Q3 2015 Q3 2016

322% Larger

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for 
iPhone and iPad for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. Apple 
apps are excluded. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user).
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Top 5 Google Play Categories by U.S. Downloads
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Q3 2015 Q3 2016

Games Declined Year-Over-Year
Google Play game downloads saw a YoY decline for 
the second straight quarter, down 1.8% from Q3 2015.

Games Were Almost 6x Second Place
More dominant than worldwide, the U.S. Google Play 
Game category was nearly 500% larger than Tools.

Music Returned to the Top 5, Social Out
Social was the fourth largest Google Play category by 
downloads in Q2; in Q3, it was out, with Communication 
and Music & Audio moving up.

Q3 2016 U.S. Google Play Categories by Downloads

491% Larger

Source: Sensor Tower Store Intelligence*Excludes pre-installations

Note Regarding Download Estimates 
Our estimates include worldwide daily download totals for Google Play 
for Jul. 1 through Sep. 30, 2016. We report unique installs only (one 
download per user). Google pre-installed apps are excluded. Android 
download estimates do not include third-party stores.
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App Marketing Intelligence Made Simple

Store 
Intelligence 

Make strategic decisions with 
the industry’s most accurate 

estimates. 

Sensor Tower is the Leading Platform for App Store Optimization and App Industry Intelligence. 
Click on a Solution for More Information: 

Our Solutions

Top Charts & 
Leaderboards 
Monitor app trends 

throughout the global app 
economy. 

App  
Intelligence 

Drive organic growth with the 
leading App Store 

Optimization platform. 

Ad 
Intelligence 

Develop winning user 
acquisition campaigns with 
crucial mobile advertising 

insights. 
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