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Foundations of Social Enterprise 
Understanding the Landscape of Social Entrepreneurship 

 

 

 
BOOST Academy Sneak Peek Video Series 

Video 1:  
The Top 10 Mistakes That Prevent Social Entrepreneurs From Launching 

Financially Sustainable Social Enterprises 
https://www.thesedge.org/ba-sneak-peek-video-1 

Video 2:  
The 7 Fundamental Social Enterprise Frameworks For Maximizing Untapped Value 

https://www.thesedge.org/sneak-peek-video-2 

Video 3:  
The Social Entrepreneur’s Guide to the Quick & Dirty One Page Strategic Model 

(Social Business Model Canvas) 

https://www.thesedge.org/sneak-peek-video-3 
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Here is the Stanford Social Innovation Review 

article by Sally Osberg and Roger L. Martin that we 

reference in the video. 

Social Entrepreneurship: The Case for Definition

Please view this video overview of the ideas of 
Social Innovation, Social Entrepreneurship, Social 
Enterprise and Social Business, with examples.  

theSedge.org’s What is Social Innovation? 

And the view of the 

Stanford Centre for 

Social Innovation

For an overview of more 
related definitions of Social 
Enterprise we like enp-
Canada’s summary here.
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Online Communities for Social 
Innovators 

The Global #SocEnt Lab 

Join the Collaborative Q&A Group for Social Entrepreneurs from around the 

world: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1698669003694897/ 

Watch video clips from past Live #Socent Lab Q&A sessions: 

www.thesedge.org/keep-learning/video-resources 

Under 30 Changemakers  

Website - http://www.under30changemakers.com/ 

Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/u30change/ 

Stories of Purpose PDF - http://www.under30changemakers.com/u30change/ 

Stories of Purpose is a collection of anecdotes from Changemaker who 

answered the question "Why Do You Do What You Do?" That one question 

served as our one application question for the first few months of Under 30's 

existence. The answers speak to the truths within ourselves- what lights us up 

and drives us to create our best works, despite the obstacles in our way.  

Makesense.org 

Website - https://beta.makesense.org/ 

Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/gangmakesense/ 
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Tools for Social Enterprise 
Strategyzer - Creators of the Business Model Canvas 

Website - https://strategyzer.com/ 

Video Trainings - https://youtu.be/wwShFsSFb-Y?list=PLTZNT3Bcgb3-KaBCUY-

V0yfMj54UsrELb 

Developing Your Value Proposition - https://www.dropbox.com/s/

5woavdfdhqhz7e4/ValuePropositionDesign.pdf 

Knode (Ingrid Burkett): Using the Business Model Canvas for 
Social Enterprise 

This is the model we recommend for applying the Business Model Canvas to 

socially entrepreneurial projects. 

http://knode.com.au/wp-content/uploads/

Knode_BusModCanv4SocEntDesign_E1LR_30p.pdf 

BM Canvas 

You can use this free online tool to map out your Business Model Canvas. You 

can even copy existing canvases and modify them as you go to keep track of 

how your social enterprise commercial and impact models iterate as you collect 

new information. 

Website - http://www.bmcanvas.com/ 
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DIY (Development, Impact, and You) 

Practical tools to trigger and support social innovation - http://diytoolkit.org/

tools/ 

IDEO Human-Centered Design Toolkit 

Design Kit: The Field Guide to Human-Centered Design 
A step-by-step guide to get you solving problems like a designer. 

http://www.ideo.com/work/human-centered-design-toolkit/ 
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Thought Leaders, Blogs, & Online 
Publications 

Social Velocity 

http://www.socialvelocity.net/blog/ 

 
Enterprising Non  
Profits Canada 

http://

www.socialenterprisecanada.ca/ 

 
Stanford Social  

Innovation Review 

http://www.ssireview.org/ 

 
Acumen 

http://acumen.org/blog/ 

Skoll Foundation 

http://www.skollfoundation.org/ 

Ashoka 

https://www.ashoka.org/ 

Devex International 
Development 

https://www.devex.com/ 

 
Social Starters 

https://

wearesocialstarters.wordpress.com/ 
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Free Courses 
+Acumen Courses 

Each of +Acumen’s free courses fits under one of the three areas of their 

Leadership Model. 

Moral Imagination 
Readings that Matter: Martin Luther King’s Letter from Birmingham Jail 

Social Leadership: Lessons from Idealist.org and DoSomething.org 

Adaptive Leadership: Mobilizing for Change 

Social Entrepreneurship 101: Discovering Your Passion & Path to Change to 

World 

Operational Skills 
Storytelling for Change 

Contar Historias Para el Cambio 

Design Kit: The Course For Human-Centered Design 

Lean Principles for Social Impact 

Marketing with Dignity at the Bottom of the Pyramid 

Scaling Smart: How to Grow Your Impact 

Driving Adoption of Innovation at the Bottom of the Pyramid 

Board Strategy for Social Enterprise 

Networking Leadership 101: Building Your Core Professional Network 

Financial Skills 
Financial Modelling for Nonprofits and Social Enterprises 

Lean Data Approaches to Measure Social Impact 

Market Segmentation at the Bottom of the Pyramid 

Entendiendo el Impacto Social: la forma en que Acumen mide y analiza el 

impacto social 

Making Sense of Social Impact: Acumen’s Building Blocks for Impact 

Analysis 

For a list of current course dates go to:   http://plusacumen.org/courses/ 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Changemaker Podcasts 
Social Change Nation 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/voices-social-change-social/id921408507?

mt=2 

Are you the leader of a cause based movement? Do you want to add a social 

mission to your business? Do you have, or dream of having a for-purpose (aka 

non-profit) organization? If any of this fits you, then this is the podcast for you. 

The format's simple, the podcast happens 3x per week - featuring interviews with 

social entrepreneurs, change agents, cause based business leaders, and other 

massively inspirational people. I do this so you have access to the best insight 

and stories on the planet as you build your own movement. Sticking with us here 

at Voices of Social Change and Social Change Nation means you are part of 

this movement, part of our cause, and a true agent of change. 

Entrepreneurs & Economic Development: The Bottom of the 
Pyramid Podcast 

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/podcast/entrepreneurs-economic-development/

id950504974?mt=2 

Entrepreneurs & Economic Development is THE Social Venture podcast covering 

the Bottom of the Pyramid industry, bringing you information about business 

leaders and technologies that are changing the world. We cover emerging 

market energy, health, water, Mobile Money, agriculture, product design and 

education. Our podcasts provide listeners with an inside look at hot companies, 

industry trends, and how to gain employment overseas in emerging markets. 
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The Bonfires of Social Enterprise 

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/podcast/bonfires-social-enterprise/id970054455?

mt=2 

Romy Gingras, Managing Partner, of Gingras Global, LLC and Gingras Global 

Groups, L3C has been in the financial industry since 1988 and has a passion for 

efficient, profitable, social enterprises and the impact investors who support 

them. Listen in on the interesting interviews with some of the burgeoning social 

entrepreneurs. During many of the interviews Romy takes the time to highlight a 

concept or note from the field specific to social enterprise. Learn about all of 

the different elements of a social enterprise and connect to the front lines in this 

great show. 

Do Good Better Podcast 

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/podcast/do-good-better-podcast-social/

id998002404?mt=2 

The Do Good Better Podcast: Frank talk about social innovation and the 

nonprofit sector. Gain insight on trends and issues facing social innovators, social 

entrepreneurs, socially responsible businesses, and nonprofit leaders. Host Trina 

Isakson blends rants, conversations with expert guests, and listener Q&A to share 

knowledge about social innovation, social enterprise, corporate social 

responsibility, social finance, social purpose businesses, careers in the nonprofit 

sector, social justice, board governance, volunteerism, philanthropy, and more. 

Have a question you want answered in the Q&A? Record it on your phone or 

computer and email it to email@trinaisakson.com with PODCAST QUESTION in 

the title. Connect with host Trina Isakson on Twitter at @telleni and on 

trinaisakson.com 
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Inspiring Social Entrepreneurs 

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/podcast/inspiring-social-entrepreneurs/

id871151062?mt=2 

At Inspiring Social Entrepreneurs, we talk to experienced and successful social 

entrepreneurs and change makers, committed to building a better world. 

Working as a social entrepreneur is hugely fulfilling – yet uniquely challenging. 

Social entrepreneurs need to balance business and social goals to succeed, 

often working in extremely challenging environments, with limited resources. And 

it is often a lonely journey. Our aim is to share the inspiring stories, to explore the 

highs and the lows, learn how different social entrepreneurs have kept inspired, 

and draw out insights to help social entrepreneurs at all stages on their journey. 

Your Mark on the World 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/your-mark-on-the-world/id866122246?

mt=2 

Host Devin Thorpe interviews CEOs, celebrities, social entrepreneurs, impact 

investors and others making a difference in the world. New episodes are posted 

five days a week. 

Social Entrepreneurship in the 21st Century 

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/podcast/nyu-reynolds-program-in-social/

id293044197?mt=2 

The NYU Catherine B. Reynolds Foundation Program in Social Entrepreneurship is 

designed to attract, encourage and train a new generation of leaders in public 

service. The Speaker Series "Social Entrepreneurship in the 21st Century" features 

a remarkable selection of social entrepreneurs who have launched 

extraordinary programs addressing the most pressing challenges of the 21st 

century. 
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Sprout Cast 

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/podcast/sproutcast-social-enterprise/id995161618?

mt=2 

On SproutCast we chat with changemakers, social entrepreneurs and 

innovators, and for purpose leaders about how to create positive impact in 

society and shape a better world. In each episode you’ll discover actionable 

tips, tactics, strategies, insights and advice on a wide range of areas including: 

starting and growing a social enterprise or non-profit organization, joining a non-

profit or for purpose board, improving your leadership skills and much more. 

Listen to find out exactly what it takes to have a positive impact on society and 

make the world a better place. 

 
Case Studies 

From Innoweave 

http://www.innoweave.ca/en/modules/social-enterprise/case-studies 

From Trico Charitable Foundation 

http://tricofoundation.ca/capacity-building/ 

From The Sedge 

http://www.thesedge.org/keep-learning/articles 
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Other Resource Lists 
http://www.rootcause.org/resources 

https://www.wethinq.com/en/blog/2015/06/30/social-innovation-tools.html 

What Are We Missing?   
This list is continually growing!  If you know of a free online resource for social 

entrepreneurs that should be added, please email danielle@thesedge.org! 
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