
2020 LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM FACT SHEET 

Background 
The first AWS Leadership Symposium took place in 1999 in hopes of building the Society’s future base of leaders. 
To date, well over 500 AWS volunteers have participated in this annual event and many have gone on to serve on 
the AWS Board of Directors. 

Why Attend 
Aside from strengthening leadership skills in both their professional and personal lives, the Leadership Symposium 
provides: 
 Tips on planning Section/Student Chapter events
 Opportunity to meet key AWS Staff
 Information on Section resources from HQs

 Renewed enthusiasm in role as Section/Student Chapter leader
 Knowledge on AWS and its programs/services
 Forum to share Section ideas, problems & solutions

Dates & Location 
The 2020 AWS Leadership Symposium will be held Sunday evening to Wednesday noon, July 26 – 29, 2020, at 
the AWS Headquarters in Doral (Miami), Florida. Holding the meeting at this time of the year will enable 
participants to return to their Sections energized and better prepared to help plan events for the coming year. 

Selection of Attendees 
District Representatives – Each year, 22 individuals (one per AWS District) are selected to attend the Symposium. The 
selection process occurs at each respective AWS District Conference held in the spring. An individual may not attend 
the Symposium more than once. Current and former AWS Board of Directors may not be selected as the District 
Representative; however, an incoming District Director, who has not yet taken office, may attend the event. 

Students – In an effort to build the Society’s future base of leaders, up to five qualified students are selected annually to 
attend the event. AWS District Directors will select a candidate from their District’s applicants, with final selection of 
up to five students by the National AWS Membership Committee at their spring meeting. 

AWS Leadership Symposium Nomination Forms 
District Representatives - Sections wishing to nominate a candidate should forward a completed AWS Leadership 
Symposium Nomination Form, to their respective AWS District Director, prior to their District Conference. Contact 
information for AWS District Directors can be found on the AWS Website. 

Students – AWS Section Officers and Student Chapter Advisors are encouraged to have eligible students apply for one of 
the five AWS-sponsored spots at the Symposium each year. Student Applications are distributed to all Sections and 
Student Chapter Advisors in January and the deadline to submit to National is February each year. 

Funding for Participants 
AWS National will provide travel reimbursement, as well as cover hotel and meal expenses for the 22 District 
Representatives attending the event, as well as for the five students selected to attend the Symposium. Individuals may 
also be sponsored by their respective Sections and should discuss travel and hotel funding with their respective Section 
or should plan to secure funds for travel and hotel from an alternative source. 

Section-Sponsored Attendees 
If Sections want to sponsor an individual to attend the Symposium, they will be allowed to do so at the Section’s expense 
and on a first-come, first-served basis. Individuals should discuss travel and hotel expense reimbursement with their 
Section prior to attending the event. Limited space for Section-sponsored attendees is available. 

https://www.aws.org/events/detail/leadership-symposium
https://www.aws.org/events/detail/leadership-symposium
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