
The welding community lost a special person when
Dan Wellman left us. It was those in his welding family that saw the

character and grace under pressure that we all came to know and love.
It left an indelible mark on us all.

Dan joined AWS in 1982. With the help of an AWS scholarship,
he graduated from the welding program at Schoolcraft College.
Capable of talking to anyone in the industry, he did so with

much enthusiasm and depth of knowledge.

A long-time contributor to the AWS-Detroit Section, his work spanned
many years and touched many lives. A proud past section chairman,
Dan held just about every office within the section, and helped with
practically every event. Because of this hard work and dedication,
his peers recognized Dan on numerous occasions, both for his

contributions to the industry, and the society. These awards included:

AWS Life Member 2017
Detroit Section Distinguished Service Award – 2018-2019

District Meritorious Award 2021
AWS Distinguished Member Recognition 2022 (upcoming)

Dan exemplified an AWS success story; someone the industry invested
in with scholarship money early on, who entered our business with
lifelong ambitions and paid back AWS repeatedly for many years

with time, talent and treasure. He was truly “one of ours.”
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Greetings AWS family and friends. Let me start this
message by saying thank you and congratulations to
Warren Peterson and his team, 26 people in all, for
promoting and organ iz ing a very successful Sheet Metal
Welding Conference. This was a daunting task from the
beginning since this event was scheduled to happen last
year. As the fears, uncertainties and restrictions gripped
our world from the COVID-19 pandemic, plans shifted
and the SMWC was canceled in 2020. But since this is an
event with a global footprint it’s not so simple to just
reschedule. No one knew how long the effects of the
pandemic would last but the planning for such an event
is enormous. The challenge was to plan far enough into
the pandemic to think the event would be past all the
restrictions and health concerns, but not too far out that
the event would be forgotten, so November 2–4, 2021 was
selected as the target dates. As it turned out, the planning
was well thought out and the event is considered a success.
Hundreds of people attended and with 12 international
speakers the AWS Detroit Sections SMWC is ‘still the go-to
conference for sheet metal welding’ in the words of Warren
Peterson, the chair for this event. Well done!!

As far as other upcoming events for our section, there
is nothing scheduled or planned for the rest of this year.
As I write this, Thanksgiving which is on all of our calendars,
hasn’t happened yet. For most Thanksgiving means a
time away from work and time to spend with family. For
others it leaves some people to question what exactly they
have to be thankful for. Without getting too philosophical,
I know this time of year can be less than joyful for some.
If this is you or you know someone like this, may I suggest
that isolation is the worst approach for dealing with
sadness and/or loneliness.  We humans are meant to
commune with others. Reach out to someone, it will make
a difference. For me personally the AWS-Detroit Section
has been a source of great companionship and friendship
for quite a while now and I am thankful for each and
every person I’ve had the pleasure in meeting and serving
this community with. The beginning of each of my
messages I say, “greetings AWS family…” and it’s not just
an expression, it’s what we are to each other and it’s what
I think, so my thanks to you all. 

For December, several other holidays are upcoming,
with Christmas being the one I personally celebrate.
Regardless of which one you celebrate, my hope and
prayer is that yours is filled with much love, laughter, joy,
health, and peace. The end of December rings in the new
year, 2022 and with that our section will become active
with events again. Look to future e-Bulletin publications

for exact dates, times, and places for those events, because
you don’t want to miss any of them.

In closing I would like to express my sincere and heartfelt
condolences to Jennifer, family, and friends of my mentor
and friend Dan Wellman. You will be missed but never
forgotten.

As always, you can find more information about our
local events, both past and upcoming at
awssection.com/detroit/. Please visit our site often as it
is always being updated with new content. Thank you
greatly for the many ways you support our AWS-Detroit
Section and the industry we serve.
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How does one begin? How do you attempt to describe what the passing of
a great individual means? Where do you even try to find the words? How
do you attempt to reconcile the act of losing such an outstanding human
being so suddenly? And more significantly, what does it means to the ones
closest to him?
For someone whose existence was so rich and full, there will always be

multiple facets to their life. This means there will be many who know, admire,
and love this wonderful person, and all will miss him when he is no longer
with us. They can be family, friends, or in my case, and for many others,
professional colleagues.
But now that he is not here, what do you say? How should you feel?
There could be very meaningful words about how respectful and kind he

was to, literally, everyone. One could mention the many years of service to
an industry it was plain to see he truly loved, and supported. You might
reminisce about the almost sage-like perspective he brought to every situation
and effort.  How he was always open to talking to anyone through any
issue, practicing the nearly lost art of mentoring to any and all who could
benefit from his wisdom. In the case of our friend, Dan Wellman, as I have
come to discover, it was all that, and so much more.
As we progress on this journey we call life, one begins to understand

something of its meaning, and the frailty associated with it. The experience
of loss we have all felt is unique to each of us. The dimensions of time and
space come into play as we process what the passing of someone means,
and how it will eventually affect our lives.
However, when the news came that Dan was no longer with us; it was

almost like a thunderclap. We had heard he was not feeling well, but this?
Why did it feel different?  Perhaps it was the sudden nature of his passing.
Maybe because he was still very active on the AWS-Detroit section Executive
Board it was different. After all, I had just seen him less than 6 weeks ago.
We also knew he had just retired, and that he and Jennifer were looking
forward to a new phase in their lives.
But now he is not here. And the hole he left behind feels somehow different.

More pronounced. It is larger, and more painful.
It turns out I was not alone in my thoughts and feelings. Once word got

out that Dan was no longer with us, folks began sharing their thoughts via
e-mail. These missives, composed while hearts were heavy and emotions
raw, were often only a few lines long.  However, they captured emotions
and feelings so authentic. They detailed small snippets of a man who had
touched many, often in those small but profound ways that stay with you,
that change the course of a life, sometimes forever.
The following are slightly edited excerpts from those e-mails. They paint

the portrait of a man who was uniquely admired, loved, respected, and
treasured. They are offered from a bunch of eclectic volunteers whose only
goal is to help the industry they work in move forward. Some are direct
competitors, but from their comments, you would never know it.
Taken as a whole, they help bring us a bit closer to saying goodbye, as

painful as that is. ~ Don M

With great sadness, I am passing on word from Sota Iwasaki (Obara USA)
that our dear friend Dan Wellman has passed. Don DeCorte received a call
earlier today with the information and a request to let the AWS Detroit
Section know. We do not have details as of yet, but I am sure we will all
receive the arrangements through various contacts soon.  ~ Don C

This is devastating news and I’m so deeply saddened I’m having a difficult
time processing this inform ation. When Dan called me the day before the

SMWC I got the impression he was recovering. Clearly not the case so this
is completely unexpected on my part, and I’m sure I’m not the only one.
Dan has been an incredible help to me personally and has literally come
along side of me throughout all of my chair duties up to and including this
one.  Again, I’m sure I’m not the only one that is crushed by his passing.
~ Eric L

Five years ago, I was a newcomer to the world of AWS, the Detroit section,
their board meetings and social events like Ladies Night.  Joining life with
Don Maatz, this was to be part of my world.  Dan Wellman, with his ready
smile, twinkling eyes and reassuring aura seemed to sense my unease.  I
looked for him at events knowing that his gentle presence always eased my
bridge into this new life.  ~ Shelley W

Thanks for informing us. I am totally shocked about this! Dan was an
outstanding individual and as many others before me said he will be truly
missed. God bless his soul.  ~ Mark R

Dan was a good friend to all and will be missed.  He served as my Vender
Night Chair until he got sick.  ~ Warren P

There are several individuals on the EC I can point to as mentors both
personally and professionally – Dan was a mentor for me. This really hit
me, he will be missed – prayers for Dan, his family and friends. ~ Wes D

Dan Wellman was always polite and helpful, a real gentleman, and well
respected by all. ~ Mike K

This is certainly very sad and personally devastating news. Dan was a leader
up front as well as behind the scenes and mentor and friend to me. Words
cannot express my sorrow.  I’m sure I speak for countless people when I say
he will be sorely missed.  My deepest condolences to his family and friends.
~ Eric L

I think all the emails tell the story, Dan was well respected and liked by all
he touched. I have known Dan for many years, can’t say I known a nicer
person he will truly be missed. ~ Jeff H

I was thinking about how to say what the loss of Dan will be like and can
only think of the following. Dan has been an industry friend for almost 40
years besides the connection to the AWS. Most importantly was his friendship.
He was also a major mentor for me personally over the last 5-10 years with
the AWS, SMWC, Ladies night. Last year as the incoming Chairman he was
there every time I had a question, concern, or an idea. My heart goes out
to Jennifer and his family. Not sure how we can recognize him properly that
would meet with what he did for the AWS EC. ~ John P

I still can't wrap my head around this. I can't remember any part of my 30
year welding career without Dan in it. Dan was so deeply woven into the
fabric of welding, wherever I went in the industry someone always knew
Dan. He was always there helping work through issues and providing
guidance. Dan wasn't just a work colleague, he was a friend. The welding
industry will be forever changed. My heart goes out to all who knew Dan,
especially Jennifer and Dan's Family.   ~ Steve G

Dan was the grease that kept the AWS Executive Committee and Detroit
Section on track. He was always eager to help and very optimistic. Dan
was a good friend to all and will be greatly missed.   ~ John M

I remember Dan Wellman telling me that as a young man he attended one
of the local welding schools, and I think was even a Detroit Section scholarship
recipient.
Records show he joined AWS in 1982 so he would have life member

status. He received many AWS awards over the years.

The AWS-Detroit Section
Remembers... Dan Wellman

Continued on page 8
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Coming Events
JANUARY 15, 2022
AWS Holiday Party

Location: Detroit Beer Company
Sponsor: AWS Detroit

Click Here

FEBRUARY 2022
Technical Meeting 
Sponsor: AWS Detroit

Location: United Technical
Whitmore Lake Facility

MARCH 19, 2022
Ladies Night

Sponsor: AWS Detroit
Location: Detroit Motor City

Casino
Click Here

MAY 2022
AWS Detroit High School

Welding Contest
Sponsor: AWS Detroit

Location: Washtenaw County
Community College

http://www.welform.com
https://awssection.com/detroit/event-calendar/
https://awssection.com/detroit/event-calendar/
https://www.fronius.com/en-us/usa/welding-technology
mailto:f.lissner@outlook.com
http://www.cor-met.com
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December Hotline
This is a friendly reminder to please submit “Hotline” articles for the
AWS Detroit Section’s E-Bulletin. If you have any articles that you
would like to get into the eBulletin please email them to Cody.Nichols
@midwayproducts.com no later than 3p on the 15th of the month,
for inclusion in the next publication. Please submit them in Microsoft
Word format and feel free to include photos. 

As a reminder, the “Hotline” section is devoted to topics that are
general interest items for members of the Detroit Section. General
interest items can include job openings, jobs wanted, personnel changes,
announcements of special meetings, events, educational opportunities,
seminars, obituaries and any other items that may interest the members
of the Detroit Section.

Editor’s Note:
An astonishing number of emails and communications have been circulating
regarding the personal experiences that the AWS Detroit members have
had with our own Dan Wellman. It saddens me deeply that I have only
witnessed a few short years of this man’s greatness, a greatness that has
spread throughout our community and has so dramatically helped shape
the organization into how we know it.  ~ Forrest Lissner

Our Mission is to advance the science, technology and appli -
cation of welding and allied joining and cutting processes worldwide,
including brazing, soldering and thermal spraying. AWS Detroit
provides support for the industry in many ways, including:
• Institutional Grants (endowment based); 
• Scholarships through Application (endowment based); 
• Scholarships through aptitude (HSWC); 
• Vocational Support (case by case but budgeted each year), 
  • Institution (e.g. supply gas and materials),
  • Local Contest (e.g. travel expense),
  • International Contest (e.g. travel expense);
• Student Memberships (evaluated each year);
• Student Chapter (evaluated each year);
• Technical and Educational Opportunities.

Anyway, Dan exemplifies an AWS success story; someone we bet on with
scholarship money early on, who entered our business with lifelong ambitions
and paid back AWS repeatedly for many years with time, talent and treasure.
He was truly “one of ours.” ~ Mike K

Dan Wellman was promoter of welding equipment for the automotive industry
for over 30 years .  Dan and I worked on several GM projects which we shared
numerous ideas on how to improve and reduce cost of welding systems. He
was one of the individuals who suggested the use of new welding equipment
in keeping and maintaining GM assemble factories running. Dan was an
excellent facilitator and had a certain style for conducting well informed
meetings. Dan was one of the best weld equipment supplier, technical adviser,
mentor and more important an even greater person to have known. His
presence will be truly missed in his many years of service to the AWS and I
will miss our talks about the art of welding.   Our hearts and prayers go out
to Jennifer and Dan's family during their time of bereavement. ~ Ray R

In the welding community and in the AWS, we all have many, what I call
“commercial acquaintances.” People we’re glad to see, to talk with, to lunch
with, etc. But rarely, do we encounter a Dan Wellman. I don’t know how
many years I have known Dan, but many. He was more than a friend, more
than a good salesman; he was “a uniquely nice guy.” You could always call
Dan, or call on Dan. I’m sure we will all miss him. ~ Tom S

Dan was first appointed to the Executive Committee in 2008 under your
chairmanship. His appointment is a little unusual because he had not previously
involved as an Executive Committee candidate. Appointees and newly elected
members were generally given roles that allowed them time to learn their
way around and figure out where they would best fit. It is also beneficial to
not scare away prospective Executive Committee members with onerous
assignments right out of the gate. Dan did not need either consideration. He
hit the ground running with two significant assignments - Bulletin Hotline
Editor and Recording Secretary. At the same time! That was his style. Always
willing to jump in with both feet to get essential tasks done with little fanfare.
He was elected to the Executive Committee in April 2009, elected as 3rd
Assistant Secretary one year later, and served as Chair in 2014-2015.
Dan earned the respect of his peers for the way he conducted himself in

both his business and personal life. His impact on AWS Detroit and the welding
community will be long lasting. The example he set and his hopes for the
future will not be soon be forgotten. ~ Dave B

The AWS-Detroit Section
Remembers... Dan Wellman

AWS Foundation Scholarship Applications Open Dec. 1.
Scholarships are available for students attending trade schools,
community colleges, and four-year universities. An AWS Foundation
scholarship can be the extra push that helps you fulfill your goals!
READ MORE 

SMWC Chairman Warren Peterson declares “It was a great
event! We maintained our reputation as the go-to conference for
sheet metal welding and we will have Welding Journal exposure.”
Warren continued by noting that there were 12 international speakers
over 2 ½ days of conference, but noted also that scholarship support
may have waned.

Ladies Night News Words out that Kristi, Lynne and Marlane
are on the committee to purchase prizes. Security details are being
withheld.

On October 23rd, Erin Lalinsky reported that Detroit Section
administered the CWI Part B exam to 13 people (plus one ADA exam
on October 22nd) over the course of 3 test sessions.

The Detroit Section of the American Welding Society is still
looking to fill position for SENSE AND STUDENT AFFAIRS. Ask about
being a part of the AWS Detroit Executive Committee!

2022 CWI Seminar and Exam Schedule Now Available.
Companies worldwide rely on CWIs to ensure the highest quality
workmanship, which means that earning this certification can increase
your hireability and income potential. You can prepare for the exam
with our in-person seminar, which is available in cities around the
U.S. all through the year. See our full schedule and register today.
Click here.

https://awo.aws.org/instructor-led-seminars/cwi-in-person-seminar/?utm_source=this%20week%20in%20welding&utm_medium=email
https://www.aws.org/foundation/page/scholarships?utm_source=this%20week%20in%20welding&utm_medium=email
mailto:Cody.Nichols@midwayproducts.com
mailto:Cody.Nichols@midwayproducts.com
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DETROIT BEER COMPANY

DETROIT OPERA HOUSE PARKING Z PARK GARAGE A

PAID PARKING LOT NEXT TO DBC

https://goo.gl/maps/wX1ncmgUBQJz9vHJ9
https://goo.gl/maps/f8wyAZUuNZJwSsGD6
https://goo.gl/maps/B4wayFo5i7FfvDH59
https://www.detroitbeerco.com


Follow Us: awsdetroit.org

During the past month
Facebook has had:

6 posts; 16 page likes; 45 page views
Posts reached 3,240 people; 464 people engaged

with the posts; 7,850 total page likes

UPDATED BY ERIN LALINSKY
Assignment / Activity / Questions: Facebook/LinkedIn Coordinator

Social Media Update
AS OF NOVEMBER 2021

During the past month
LinkedIn page has had: 

4 new members
5 new posts

2,598 total members

Please take a moment to summarize the information you will be reporting in
tonight’s meeting. Kevin Teng - Recording Secretary   Zhenke.Teng@gm.com
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If anyone has anything they would like posted to Facebook and/or
LinkedIn please send it to elalinsky@ipgphotonics.com

mailto:elalinsky@ipgphotonics.com
mailto:mmilam@ramsolutions.com
mailto:Zhenke.Teng@gm.com
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1789824
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanWeldingSocietyDetroitSection/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanWeldingSocietyDetroitSection/
http://www.milcomfg.com
http://www.awsdetroit.org
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Hello! Welcome to our
April Meet our Members
column. Our featured
member this month is
also a member of the AWS
Detroit Executive
Committee.

Welcome, Dan! Please tell
us a little bit about
yourself. 
Hello, I’m Dan Wellman. I
am the Vice President of Sales

and Marketing for the Obara Corp. USA.

Dan, what do you like about your position with
Obara? 
I love to travel and meet people, but I hate to be away
from home… It’s a catch 22.

Why did you join the AWS?
The two main reasons I joined the AWS was to continue
to learn and secondly, to have the ability to network with
some of the most knowledgeable people in the industry.

Do you have a favorite AWS event? 
I would have to say Ladies night and Scholarship Night.

What do you like to do outside of work? 
I like to golf, work around the house, travel and read.

Do you have any funny moments or stories that
you’d want to share? 
One of the Ford plants was having trouble with water
cooling a spotwelding cap.  An old friend, Marvin Hayes
used a five-gallon bucket of water to dip the cap in for
cooling. After every couple of welds the robot would dip
the cap into the bucket, it actually worked out well.
My most memorable moment with AWS was receiving
my AWS Scholarship in 1978.  It paid for my second year
of school.

Do you have anything that you’d consider near/dear
to your heart?
The City of Detroit

Do you have any mentors that you’d want to
recognize?
I have had several, the two most important would be my
step father, Torb Guenther, and my welding instructor Stu
Galbraith at Schoolcraft College.

Dan, how did you get started in welding? 
My step father needed someone to do TIG welding and he
showed me how.

What do you see as the biggest challenge for welders
in the future? 
Besides the skills of welding they need extended education
in math, English and science.  Good communication skills
are essential.

Have you ever used your welding skills outside the
workplace? 
I’ve worked on car bodies.

What would you tell someone who may be “on the
fence” about getting into welding as a career? 
You never know where it will lead you if you keep learning
and trying new things.  You can end up anywhere.

If you weren’t involved in the welding industry, what
would be your dream job? 
I’d like to be a Park Ranger.

Would you encourage more schools (high schools
and junior high) to encourage more young people to
look into technical schools and jobs and not just
degreed positions?  
Yes, I would encourage it, but I also feel strongly on the
maximum of learning the basics in math and English.
With these skills, they are prepared for diversity and are
more flexible in the work place.

Dan, thank you for taking the time to be our April Meet
our Members featured member!
If you would like to be featured in this column, please
contact Daniel Galiher at danielgaliher@gmail.com

MEET OUR
Members Dan Wellman

The following “Meet Our Members” was an interview with
Dan Wellman, published in the April 2017 eBulletin.

mailto:danielgaliher@gmail.com


steve.gucciardo@external.stellantis.com
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