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AWS Technical Nights
are open to everyone! We
encourage that members
bring students and non-
members to learn more
about our organization
and industry.

The AWS Detroit Section
2019/2020 season is
coming to an end. Because

of the Covid-19 virus, we had to cancel
several meetings and events. For the first
time in the history of the Detroit Section
we had to postpone the annual Ladies’
Night gala. It has devastated almost every
business and changed the way we live. We
are a resilient country and we will bounce
back from this virus and be stronger than
ever. My Chairmanship is ending, and I
would like to thank our District 11

Chairman, Philip Temple, and the mem -
bers for making my term a rewarding
experience. Thanks to the Executive Com -
mittee and volunteers for sacrificing their
time away from their families to make the
welding industry a better choice for future
generations. I want to especially thank
our incoming Chairman John Pippin, and
our Secretary Dan Wellman for their help
and guidance throughout the year. The
Detroit section is one of the most active
Sections in the world and we support more
students who are pursuing a welding carrier
than any other Section.
God bless you and your families and stay
safe.
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Results

Photographed here, Tom 
Sparschu getting the gavel 
from Glen Knight for the 
1992 season.

Jim Mitchell was a major contributor to the Detroit Section activities and
the AWS Detroit Archives would like to provide Jim’s family with a set of
about 15 negatives where he is being honored at a retirement party in
the mid-nineties. Readers are encouraged to email Bruce Kelly
brucegkelly99@aol.com with contact information so these items can be
properly distributed.

GONEBy...
Reflecting On

Days
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This is a friendly reminder to please submit
“Hotline” articles for the AWS Detroit
Section’s E-Bulletin. If you have any articles
that you would like to get into the eBulletin
please email them to Cody.Nichols@mid
wayproducts.com no later than 3p on the
15th of the month, for inclusion in the next
publication. Please submit them in Microsoft
Word format and feel free to include photos. 

As a reminder, the “Hotline” section is
devoted to topics that are general interest
items for members of the Detroit Section.
General interest items can include job
openings, jobs wanted, personnel changes,
announcements of special meetings, events,
educational opportunities, seminars,
obituaries and any other items that may
interest the members of the Detroit Section.

2020 Welder Training
Scholarship Update
The Welder Training Scholarship is for
students in certificate training programs
up to two years in length. Each District
has 25-$1,000 scholarships to award, five
of which must go to high school seniors.
Applications are accepted January-
November and selections are made by
the District on a rolling basis.

AWS Distinguished Member
Recognition
The AWS Distinguished Member Recognition
Program was created by the AWS Board
of Directors to recognize outstanding
service and commitment of AWS Members
to their Society and the welding industry.
This distinction honors those who have
made major contributions at the local and
national levels, participated in AWS education
offerings, and sponsored new AWS Members.

To be eligible, you must earn 35 points
from at least three of the following four
categories: National AWS Leadership, Local
AWS Leadership, Professional Development,
and AWS Membership Recruitment.
Individuals who achieve this status receive
an AWS Distinguished Member Certificate
and get recognition in the Welding Journal,
as well as in the AWS Awards Directory.

Application is available online at
https://www.aws.org/membership/
Individualunder the Distinguished Mem -

ber Recognition heading, or you can request
application from Nici Banks by email at
nbanks@aws.org or call 800-443-9353
x270.

Educator Resources at
www.CareersinWelding.com
As states have elected to close schools and
have mandated a transition to virtual classes,
welding educators face a significant and
unique challenge. How can they train their
students on tactile topics from a distance?
AWS has compiled a list of resources to
help educators continue to offer quality
materials to their students.

AWS Announces New
Executive Director & CEO:
Gary Konarska II

The American Welding Society’s
(AWS) Board of Directors have
announced that Gary Konarska
II is named the organization’s
new Executive Director and
Chief Executive Officer (CEO),
effective April 6, 2020. Konarska

succeeds Ray Shook, who held the position
for 15 years and has agreed to remain as
Executive Director Emeritus for an interim
period to ensure a seamless and successful
transition.

“We are very excited to welcome Gary to
the American Welding Society taking on
the role of Executive Director and CEO.
Gary brings an exceptional combination
of industry knowledge, energy, and proven
leadership that make him the ideal leader
for AWS. We’re confident that Gary will
continue to advance the AWS mission and
strive to connect welding communities
around the world,” said AWS President,
Robert W. Roth.

High School Welding
Competition
INSTRUCTORS: Due to the K-12 face-to-
face school closure set forth by the Governor,
we will unfortunately have to cancel this
year’s high school welding competition
that was scheduled for Friday, May 15th.
This pandemic has impacted us all and
hope you can find ways to stay safe and
healthy during this unprecedented time.
Also, please remind your students that if
they intend on pursuing post-secondary
education in welding, to visit the Detroit
Section’s website and the National AWS

website for scholarship opportunities for
any future endeavors. There are many
different scholarships available to help
support our up-and-coming welder workforce
at these Scholarship links:

• Detroit Section AWS scholarships:
www.awsdetroit.org/scholarships.html

• National AWS scholarships:
aws.org/foundation/page/scholarships

Thank you in advance for your understand -
ing: Glenn Kay, CWI/CWE; AWS - Detroit
Section; High School Welding Competition
Chair; Email: gkayii@wccnet.edu

The OSU College of
Engineering and Welding
Engineering department 
is now offering a two-day training program
on Resistance Spot Welding at The Ohio
State University June 23-24, 2020. The
course provides participants with a thorough
understanding of the Resistance Spot
Welding process, with a focus on its use
in the automotive industry. The training
program combines lectures covering
fundamental concepts with many hands-
on lab sessions using a modern DC Resistance
Spot Welding machine. Included with the
course is a book authored by the two
course instructors titled “Resistance Spot
Welding: Fundamentals and Applications
for the Automotive Industry.” The price is
$1145 per person with early registration
and participant will earn CEU credits. To
register or learn more, visit:
https://go.osu.edu/RSW

May Hotline

Tom Sparschu’s wife of 61
years, Marcy, passed away April
20th from complications with
the Covid-19 virus.  Tom has
been an active member of the
Detroit Section for many years,

and a past Chairman. Always in
attendance at many of our

events and social gatherings,
Marcy and Tom were always
involved, and you could look

forward to a good conversation.
We send our condolences to

Tom and his family and hope
Marcy is resting in peace.

Marcy Sparschu
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USS Pittsburgh (SSN-720)

Away We Go!
The USS Pittsburgh and I did not

meet until two months before her
launch when I walked into the
shipyard they called Electric Boat and
reported for duty in October 1984. By
this time she looked very much like a
real submarine, at least as much as
one can look when sitting on ‘the
ways’ (short for slipway). The shipyard
is not where a vessel looks it best -
sort of like someone in the hospital.
One need to only look at the large
number of wires, cables and hoses
running into and out of her to see
that this was hopefully, just like for
any patient, a temporary condition.

The one lasting impression I had,
the first time I saw her, was how much
of the vessel would actually be below
the surface of the water. It makes sense
that some portion of the vessel must
be below the surface in order for it to
float; the amount of water displaced
equivalent to its own weight. This
value can be calculated and is
typically expressed in units of tons
for vessels the size of a submarine.
For the record, the Pittsburgh came

in at about 6000 tons while on the
surface. For context, a WWII Gato-
class sub clocked in at a svelte 1500
tons, while the current Ohio-class
ballistic sub is a more robust 16,000
tons.  On the other end of the spectrum
the Navy’s latest Ford-class carrier
displaces over 100,000 tons and the
largest pleasure cruise ships weigh-
in at more than 220,000 tons - a fact
that blows my mind, but I digress…

The physical phenomenon of float -
ing in the water is well understood.
We have even given it a name:
buoyancy, but it really is a density
issue. If the object in question has an
average density less than the water,
it will float (a sub with its ballast tanks
empty). Once the density of the object
becomes greater than the water, it
will sink (a sub with its ballast tanks
flooded).  Make no mistake, the actual
diving and surfacing process is much
easier said than done as there are
many significant factors and varying
nuances to consider. All that being
said, it is still a good representation
of the basic method by which a sub
dives under the water and rises to the
surface - either its ballast tanks are

full of water, or they are
not. But, the Pittsburgh did
float. And how do I know
this? Because I was on
board the first time she got
her feet wet.

The process of
launching a vessel for the
first time can take many
forms.  The largest ones
are built in a dry dock and
then water added until it
floats off the blocks. A
methodical procedure

(another way of saying slow) is
required due to their size.  Other
approaches have the vessel built on
a ramp-like structure, ar rang ed either
parallel or perpendicular to the shore
line; from these type of facilities the
vessel slides down to the water until
it floats by itself. For the record, this
methodology has the possibility for a
bit more excitement.  As is typical for
boats of her era, the Pittsburgh was
built with her stern to the water. And
that is how she entered her natural
environment for the first time, with a
whole host of folks on board, including
yours truly.

I could try to describe the vibrant
sun and crisp December air
enveloping us that morning; and
maybe the stiff breeze that was
making it feel even colder. I might
try to depict how the entire boat was,
for the first time, completely
unencumbered, not a line or cable to
be seen; perched, almost precariously,
upon the ramp we called ‘the ways’
leading to the water’s edge - ready for
its initial big step. Or perhaps en -
deavor to convey the unnatural feeling
of the boat starting to move, rather
rapidly I might add, after hearing a
muted thud, as something was
knocked free (after she was christened
and the champagne bottle was broken
by the ship’s sponsor, Dr. Carolyn
Sawyer, of course). But a picture is
worth a thousand words, and in some
cases, a video is better.  Oh what a
ride it was!

Launch of USS Pittsburgh (SSN-720)
- Skip to the 28:00 minute mark for
the good stuff!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=KjUsrDf-G-k

– A Welding Memory

s

As Seen By A Welding Engineer
By Donald F. Maatz, Jr. 

Continued on page 6
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Out to the Fleet
Once all the pomp and circum -

stance was over, it was time to get to
back to work. And for a vessel such
as the USS Pittsburgh, that means
heading out to sea. However, for that
to happen, there were just a few
prerequisites done. As one can
imagine, before they let you out on
your own (especially in an object that
represents approximately $1-billion
taxpayer dollars) one needs to prove
you had the capability of heading
out and safely coming back. Think
of a teenager and car keys - the first
time behind the wheel is not a solo
endeavor. To that end there were
many tests ran, drills conducted,
training sessions presented, sea trials
performed, and whole-boat certifi -
cations accomplished. The litany of
items completed, and the number of
interested parties that watched them
done (not to mention the required
hours) was long. A very partial list
from that period of my life would
include words that only make sense
to a sub-sailor: NAVSEA, ORSE, NR,
COMSUBLANT, and many others.

After a while in the Navy, one tends
to think only in acronyms.  But once
again, I digress…

The balance of my time on the
Pittsburgh consisted of seeing and
doing more things than I could
possibly name (or remember); there
were ports of call in the Caribbean,
Mediterranean, and the UK; becoming
a ‘Blue Nose’ when we ventured above
the Arctic Circle; running more drills
than it would be possible to recount;
finally being qualified for every M-
Division watch station; squeezing in
a workout when time permitted (push-
ups between the mains, or a stationary
bicycle in Shaft Alley); and operating
the engine room in every condition
imaginable. What sort of conditions

am I talking about? How about every
so often being on the surface (or near,
who knows - no windows on a sub)
and rolling back and forth like a cork,
sometimes as much as 45˚; being in
water cold enough you thought you
could see your breath back in lower
level; or going through an extended
shutdown and working between the
mains when the temperature was
north of 125˚ (as compared to a
normal and sedate 100˚). But it all
became part of what you did to get
the job done. Oh, to be young again…

I actually did need to break out the
welder a few times, with the most
common reason being the need for
my annual qualification. In one
instance we

As Seen By A
Welding Engineer
continued from pg 5

Continued on page 11
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AET Integration, Inc. ARO Welding
Technologies, Inc.

ATI Industrial
Automation

Betty & Dietrich Roth
Endowed Scholarship

CAE Tooling
Services

Centerline (Windsor),
Ltd.

FUSION Welding
Solutions
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To be a Patron contact Steve Gucciardo (steve.gucciardo@fcagroup.com)

Thank You
Patron contributions go directly to the AWS Detroit Section Patrons Scholarship Fund.

Funding from our Patrons directly affect the skills development of the 
Detroit area welding community.
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Don,

Great story !  I salute you. In Navy terms “Well
Done !” 

I can appreciate your story may be more than
others because I too welded on Subs but not
directly. In the years of 1963 -1967 I worked at
Middlesex Welding in Somerville, Mass. Not far
from Quincy, Mass. where General Dynamics built
Subs. Most of our work was building “Very Special
Tubes” made out of Titanium, Hastalloy, Invar,
and many different Stainless Steels along with
other special parts of Magnesium, Aluminum,
Copper and Tool steels. I qualified on GTAW,
SMAW. Plasma Needle Arc and Atomic Hydrogen
welding. (OXY ACETY Too)

I was qualified by the Air Force, Navy and AWS
ASME and other agencies but I never saw the
paperwork. It was kept in the office. Every now
and then the boss would bring me parts to weld
under the supervision of an inspector. He would
take the finished weldments and a month later
the boss would say that I passed and life would
go on. (With NO raise in pay.)

The tubes were specifically designed to work in
a particular environment and load. Diameter and
Wall Thickness varied all over the map. Wall
thickness varied from 1/16 " to 3" while OD could
be from 1" to 6" from 6" long to 5 Ft. We would
start with plate, roll it and then I would seam
weld it with GTAW by hand and then send it on
to be finished by metal working to get the desired
final dimensions. I was one of the two top welders
in the shop. The rest of the workers were set-up
men and fabricators that bent ,cut and finished
product.

Several times in my work we would get material
from the shipyard and not told what it was. I was
given the Filler Metal to use and had a guard
monitor me through the entire job to make sure
it was done to spec. (Cleaning, Preheat and
Interpass Temp). One time I did a job that had
two guards watching me and two guards watching
them who also stayed in the shop overnight to
be with the part.

We also did lots of work for the research group
of M. I. T. Lincoln Labs that had similar requirements.
I got $3.85 per hour which was enough for me
to pay for my room and board and get me through
college. I made most of my money installing piping
systems for transmitting Hydrogen (Liquid and
Gas) through Invar tubing. many jobs were off

site (New Hampshire, etc.) where I would
work for a week or more (7 days a week)
at a time, 16 hours / day at 1 1/2 --3
times pay including extra bonus pay. Lots
of joints and “buckets” of money!

My brother -in -law worked at The
Quincy Yard as a N. D. T. technician
inspecting all the welds with X-Ray, Etc.

Again, your article was a joy to read
and brought back lots of memories.

Yours very truly, Carl Occhialini

As Seen By A Welding Engineer
continued from pg 6

needed to remove and reattach a
bracket to access equipment
requiring service. The only highlight
from my single actual ‘repair’ weld
(a small support pin on an air dryer)
was that I needed to craft a weld
hood out of duct tape to get in far
enough to see what I was doing.
That was it. The good folks at Electric
Boat built us a good one.

All Good Things…
Add it all up and in the four years

I was on board the USS Pittsburgh,
I spent, as close as I could figure,
about 19 months under the water.
This number often makes folks look
at me a bit askance. But all good
things must come to an end - both
my time on board her, and for the
Pittsburgh herself.

The real story of the USS
Pittsburgh is of the fine folks that
served aboard her. They did the
ordinary in an extraordinary way.
So while the physical entity that
makes up the USS Pittsburgh (SSN-
720) is no more, the stories,
memories and feelings are still there
– and that is what really is
important. To say I am proud to
have been a very small part of that
legacy is a vast understatement.

The video of the De-
Commissioning Ceremony for the
USS Pittsburgh (SSN-720) can be
found on the Sub Group 9 Facebook
page. As one would expect, it was a

formal, moving and solemn event
punctuated by more than a few of
laughs - a magnificent job by the
whole Sub Group 9 team. Also, a
special shout-out to the CO of the
Pittsburgh, CDR Jason Deichler, and
his entire crew. They were more than
gracious hosts throughout, and
made the trip both memorable and
enjoyable. Finally, if you attended,
or watched the ceremony, the sharp-
eared among you might notice I
lifted a few comments from CDR
Deichler’s remarks - thank you for
the great and wonderful words, sir.
I did not even want to attempt to
say it better myself.

www.facebook.com/SubGru9/vi
deos/vb.105052617402/59624391
1160928/?type=2&theater

Donald F. Maatz, Jr. is with R&E Engineering
Services and serves in the capacity of
Laboratory Manager. He is past-chairman
of the AWS-Detroit Section, serves on the
D8D and D8.9 Automotive Welding
Committees, is an advisor to the C1
Resistance Welding Committee, is an AWS
endorsed CWI and vice-chairman of the
Certified Resistance Welding Technician
working group, and an instructor for the
RWMA School. He is a graduate of Ohio
State with a BS in Welding Engineering.
He also spent six (6) years in the US Navy
and at the completion of his enlistment
was a Machinist Mate 1st Class, Submarine
Qualified (MM1/SS) and a Plank Owner of
the USS Pittsburgh (SSN-720). Send your
comments or questions to Don at
dmaatz@reautomated.com.
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Coming Events
POSTPONED
• CRWT Seminar/
Training

• Ladies Night
• FABTECH Mexico
• High School
Welding Contest

• AWS-RWMA Weld
School

• FABTECH Canada

July 23, 2020
AWS Detroit Golf
Outing
Presented by AWS
Detroit
Location: Cherry
Creek Golf, 52000
Cherry Creek Dr,
Charter Twp, MI

Sept. 10, 2020
Students Night
Presented by AWS
Detroit
Location: TBD

Oct. 20, 2020
SMWC XIX
(Welding Tutorial)
Presented by AWS
Detroit
Location: ABB
Robotics

Oct. 21-22, 2020
SMWC XIX
(Welding
Conference)
Presented by AWS
Detroit
Location: Laurel
Manor Banquet and
Conference Center

Nov. 18-20, 2020
FABTECH 2020
Presented by AWS
National
Location: Las Vegas,
NV Convention
Center

The Sheet Metal Welding Conference (SMWC) is the premier technical
conference dedicated to bringing experts together to discuss state-of-
the-art welding and joining technologies for the automotive,
transportation, and light manufacturing industries. SMWC also provides
important opportunities for engineers and researchers from
manufacturers, suppliers, universities, and research institutes to network
and meet experts in the field of welding. This year, over 40 papers will
be presented by subject matter experts representing seven different
countries.
The technical conference is October 21st-22nd and is preceded by a

1-day tutorial workshop on October 20th. You can preview the conference
agenda: https://lnkd.in/eMKTatV
SUPPLIERS, please don’t miss out on the opportunity to display your

company and products during our vendor display night on October
21st. Sponsorship opportunities for conference merchandise, giveaways
and events are also available. See Registration links on page 14.

Donnie Crist
N.A. Auto Accounts / Welding Engineer BSWET, RoMan Manufacturing

https://webportalapp.com/sp/login/excellenceinweldingawards

The Detroit Section of the
American Welding Society

is pleased to announce

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
for the

2020 Sheet Metal Welding Conference

� �
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mdgugel@uss.com
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