
Shelley Wooley,
EdD, retired in May
after serving a two-
year interim role as
the Dean of Student
Life and Retention at
Lake Superior State

University, in Michigan’s upper
peninsula. As the chief student
affairs officer, her responsibilities
were heavily centered on strength -
en ing student success through the
first year and on through degree
completion. While financial support
and academic prowess are critical
to student

1 SEPTEMBER TECHNICAL
MEETING 

2 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
2 CHAIR’S MESSAGE
3 SPONSORSHIP WINNERS
4 GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

FOR YOUR SCHOOL
5 SEPTEMBER HOTLINE
6 UPCOMING EVENTS
6 MEET THE EDITOR
7 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SPOUSE’S NIGHT DINNER
9 GOLF OUTING WINNERS
10 CWI SEMINAR AND EXAM

DATES
11 46TH ANNUAL HIGH

SCHOOL WELDING
COMPETITION RESULTS

12 ASK THE WELDING
ENGINEER

16 PATRONS

September 2019

Inside This Issue

Follow Us: awsdetroit.org

Affiliated With

Continued on page 2

AGENDA
5:30 - 6:00 pm  Welcome Reception &

Networking
6:00 - 7:00 pm  Dinner
7:00 - 7:30 pm  Overview of Student Financial

Aid - Dr. Shelley K. Wooley
7:30 - 9:00 pm Awarding of Scholarships
           9:00 pm Adjourn

Please RSVP by Tuesday, Sept 17th
to Amanda E. Davis (davis.amanda2@bah.com)

The AWS Detroit Section promotes the welding
industry by investing in students who are attending
various universities, community colleges, and trade
schools. This year, AWS Detroit Section was able to
award scholarships over $60,000 to help students
succeed and promote tomorrow’s welding industry. Student Night is a celebration
honoring students, parents and teachers. We are very proud of these students.
(See page 3)

Come out and celebrate
Scholarship Night with us.
We hope to see as many
students as possible. Make
note that we are at a new
venue this year: the OCC
Auburn Hills campus. 

It will be a great event and
we are expecting a sold out
crowd. So please RSVP as
soon as possible!

Annual Scholarship Night
Thursday, September 19, 2019

Location: Oakland Community College – Auburn Hills
ABC Building – Room G240

2900 Featherstone Rd, Auburn Hills, MI 48326
Enter at south doors at south-west corner of the ABC Buildings

Click here for Google Maps

We welcome members and
non-members alike.  Students
are always welcome and
encouraged to join us!

http://www.awsdetroit.org
http://www.awsdetroit.org
https://goo.gl/maps/BejWi8ZmTQR2
https://goo.gl/maps/BejWi8ZmTQR2
mailto:davis.amanda2@bah.com
http://ww2.esd.org/home.htm
http://www.awsdetroit.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1789824
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanWeldingSocietyDetroitSection/


I am proud to serve as your 2019/2020 AWS Detroit
Section Chairman.

I hope everyone had a fantastic summer.
We have a great e-Bulletin that goes out to over a thousand Members,

and we need your help to continue to produce a first-rate product. Please
send articles of interest such as a new business, new products or announcements
of promotions and achievements to our Bulletin Editor Forrest Lissner at
f.lissner@outlook.com.

I attended a Leadership Symposium recently in Miami and found that
you can teach an old dog new tricks. Here are a few facts about our not for
profit organization. We our celebrating 100 years in existence providing
welding standards Worldwide. We have over 70,000 Members and over
2,400 Corporate Members. We are a group of people who voluntarily come
together to solve common problems, meet common needs and accomplish
goals. In North America we have 22 District Directors, 147 Sections and 130
Student Chapters. The AWS gave away 11.6 million dollars since 1989 and
1.3 million dollars in 2018 toward scholarships.

I learned that several Sections share the same problems that we see in our
Section. The same faces volunteer each year and the Executive Committee
Chairs are rotated with the same people leading the Section. The Detroit
Section, being the second largest Section, should be able to fill the Leadership
roles without having the same individuals in leadership roles.

My main goal as Chairman for this year is to retain volunteers who are
committed to advance through the Chairs.

Our first Technical Meeting of the year is Student’s Night which will be
September 19th at Oakland Community College in Auburn Hills. We have
invited the student’s and their parents, that received scholarships from the
Detroit Section to attend. I hope to see all of you there.

John McKenzie
Chairman’s Message
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retention, student success is also influenced by other factors which are purposed at
enhancing the student’s sense of ownership for their educational experience, their
sense of belonging and sense of connection to the institution.  

Prior to her role overseeing student affairs, Dr. Wooley also served in director roles
focusing on institutional improvement, first year student success and educational
outreach.  

Shelley earned her doctorate in in Educational Leadership from Central Michigan
University, an EdS in Educational Administration from Northern Michigan University,
a MA in Curriculum and Instruction from Lake Superior State University and a BS
in Business Administration from the University of Houston (Clear Lake).  Her areas
of research include service learning in secondary and higher education, college
access, educational equity, transition and first year student success.  In 2010, she
was recognized by the Sault Sainte Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians for her efforts
in enhancing the college-going aspirations among regional youth.

Dr. Wooley recently joined the SME Education Foundation, the philanthropic arm
of SME (Society of Manufacturing Engineers), as a Manager of Educational Programs.
In this role, she is responsible for the execution of SME PRIME® (Partnership Response
In Manufacturing Education), a national initiative that directly enhances the skilled
trades talent pipeline by partnering with industry to develop manufacturing and
engineering programs in high schools across the country, providing modern
equipment, tailored curriculum, and a hands-on training experience to students
and educators.  This is an exciting move for her, as it unites her passion for student
engagement and success with the mission of the SME Education Foundation.

Dr. Wooley Bio continued from page 1

mailto:peterson.brian@fronius.com
http://www.awsdetroit.org
mailto:f.lissner@outlook.com


June 20, 2019 

Congratulations to the Detroit Section 2019 – 2020 Scholarship Winners: 
This year the AWS Detroit Section has awarded 39 welding scholarships totaling $60,750.  These scholarships are made available to 
Michigan residents and/or students enrolled in a welding or welding related programs at a college or university in the State of 
Michigan, and the following counties in the province of Ontario; Essex, Chatham-Kent, and Sarnia-Lambton.  The candidates all 
submitted an application, including transcripts of their academic achievement, a brief letter about their background, their goals and 
ambitions, and any additional factors that would help the Section Scholarship Committee determine eligibility for an award. 

The 39 recipients of the 2019 – 2020 Scholarships will be attending !
• Ferris State University 
• Michigan Technological University 
• Northern Michigan University 
• Pennsylvania College of Technology 

• Randolph Career and Technical Center 
• Schoolcraft Community College 
• University of Michigan 
• Washtenaw Community College !

The scholarship recipients are all invited to attend our September Technical Meeting as a guest of the Detroit Section 
so that they may receive recognition of these awards (an RSVP is requested). 

2019 - 2020 American Welding Society-Detroit Section Scholarship Winners 

AWS-Detroit Section, District 11 Fred Ellicott Scholarship for Arc Welding 
Levi Woods – Ferris State University 

AWS-Detroit Section, District 11 Dietrich Roth Scholarship for Resistance Welding 
Cassandra Machen – Ferris State University 

The Amos and Marilyn Winsand Scholarship, 
funded by the AWS Foundation, was awarded to Sarah Walker, Ferris State University. 

The Robert L. Wilcox Scholarship 
was awarded to John Campbell, Ferris State University.  

The James W. Mitchell Scholarship 
was awarded to Victoria Funke, Ferris State University. !

Nicholas Berchert - Ferris State University 
Maria Cantin - Pennsylvania College of Technology 
Joseph Carney - Ferris State University 
Jacob Cobb - Ferris State University 
Alex Draheim - Ferris State University 
Kyle Haener - Ferris State University 
Aso Hama - Washtenaw Community College  
Noah Heimmermann - Ferris State University 
Christopher Hill - Ferris State University 
Kyle Hunter - Schoolcraft College 
Michael Kreuzer - Ferris State University 
Garrett Lindgren - Ferris State University 
Spencer Lyon - Ferris State University 
Nolan Nowak - Ferris State University 
Cameron O'Day - Ferris State University 
Jesse Pagtalunan - Ferris State University 
Raymond Papierniak - Washtenaw Community College 
Evan Pasternak - Washtenaw Community College 

Raymond Pippin - Northern Michigan University 
Nicholas Reid - Schoolcraft College 
Bryan Rosello - University of Michigan- Ann Arbor  
Nathan Royston - Washtenaw Community College 
Justin Ruprecht - Ferris State University 
Katherine Russell - Michigan Technological University 
Jacob Schlaud - Ferris State University 
Kanyon Sherrick - Ferris State University 
Luna Simpson - Randolph Career and Technical Center 
Eric Smith - Ferris State University  
Luke Stolarski - Pennsylvania College of Technology 
Marc Tallieu - Ferris State University  
Jesse Thompson - Washtenaw Community College  
Kevin Volesky - Ferris State University  
Jay Webster - Ferris State University 
Alexander Wood - Ferris State University 
Levi Woods - Ferris State University 
John Zaremba - Ferris State University !

The scholarship process for the 2019-2020 school year will begin in December 2019. 

Donald F. Maatz, Jr. 
Section Scholarship Chairman 

http://www.awsdetroit.org
http://www.awsdetroit.org


Detroit Section Welder Workforce Grant – Schools in the Detroit Section
geographical boundaries
DUE DATE October 1, 2019
The AWS Detroit Section Welder Workforce Grant is a $15,000 grant open to any training program or institution within the
boundaries of the Detroit Section.  Applicants for the Detroit Section Welder Workforce Grant do not need to meet the

requirements of being SENSE Registered and Education Institution Member. Deadline to apply online is April 1, 2019.

The AWS Detroit Section in with its commitment to local schools and educators established this endowed grant in partnership with the AWS
Foundation. The grant is awarded in parallel to the AWS Foundation national funds.  Schools in the Detroit section boundaries are eligible for
these monies as well as the monies from the Foundation. It is recommended that schools applying contact the AWS Detroit Section Grant
committee and request a letter of recommendation. The contact is Wesley Doneth, 810-844-2800 or doneth.wesley@fronius.com. The grant
was made possible thru the AWS Detroit section due to our members and the commitment of supporting companies.   

You must visit this website to see the requirements and instructions for applying: https://www.aws.org/foundation/page/detroit-section-grant

AWS Foundation Welder Workforce Grant – National 
DUE DATE October 1, 2019
The AWS Foundation is committed to securing the future of the welding industry by positively impacting welding education.
The Welder Workforce Grant is the latest effort to ensure a skilled workforce is ready when industry calls.

This year, the AWS Foundation will award up to $300,000 to improve and expand training programs and institutions to increase the number
of welding graduates across the country.

Please note that starting in 2019 Applicants must be both AWS Educational Institution Member and SENSE Registered to apply for the Welder
Workforce Grant.

You must visit this website and follow the instructions for applying:  https://www.aws.org/foundation/page/welder-workforce-grant

PLEASE READ
44444 ANNOUNCEMENT FOR ALL SCHOOLS 3333

You Have Two Separate Grant Opportunities for Your School

#1

#2

FUNDS MAY BE USED FOR:
• Welding or metalworking

equipment purchases or upgrades
• Facility improvements
• Capital items 
• Computers, computer-based

training systems

• Any program or area not related to
welding education/training

• Travel expenses
• Personnel or to expand teaching

staff
• Student tuition or scholarships
• Textbooks or teaching materials

• Classroom or lab materials and/or
supplies

• Personal protective equipment
• Indirect costs
• No grants will be given to

individuals
Revised as of June 3, 2019

Grants up to $25,000 are available for secondary and post-secondary education/training institutions to enhance and
improve welding programs resulting in an increase in the number of welding graduates and/or the number of graduates
successfully placed in welding or welding-related jobs. 

TO APPLY FOR ALL GRANTS:
You must visit both of these links:
https://www.aws.org/foundation/page/welder-workforce-grant
https://www.aws.org/foundation/page/detroit-section-grant

FUNDS CANNOT BE USED FOR:

https://www.aws.org/foundation/page/detroit-section-grant
https://www.aws.org/foundation/page/welder-workforce-grant
https://www.aws.org/foundation/page/welder-workforce-grant
https://www.aws.org/foundation/page/detroit-section-grant
mailto:doneth.wesley@fronius.com


Collaborative partnership led by Airgas donates
welding technology
By Molly Burgess April 29, 2019

A joint effort among Airgas, Hypertherm, and Machitech, has led to a donation
of high-definition plasma cutting technology to students of the Ferris State
University Welding Engineering Technology program.

Airgas, Hypertherm and Machitech collaboratively donated and installed a
brand new high-definition CNC cutting system within the Centre for Advanced
Manufacturing in the Swan Technical Arts Building at Ferris State.

The HD cutting system has the latest and top selling technology, including
the Hypertherm XPR 300 and the unique Machitech 5-axis bevelling head.

“Private contributions like this – which is one of the largest collective donations
our program has received to date – are amplifying the public support we’re
receiving and making it possible for our students to learn on the best equipment
available,” said David Murray, Associate Professor in Welding Engineering
Technology at Ferris State.

September Hotline

Pictured left to right: Taylor Jenkins, FSU Program Alumni & Airgas Great Lakes
Weld Engineer, Jason Ball, FSU Program Alumni & Miller Electric Weld Engineer,
Dale Albertson, FSU Program Alumni & Miller Electric Regional Manager, Dan
Sheets, FSU Program Alumni & Airgas Vice President Advanced Fabrication Great
Lakes, Jereld Sawyer, FSU Program Alumni & Director Dura Metal North America,
Dave Murray, FSU Professor, Josh Whitford, FSU Program Alumni & Miller Electric
Weld Engineer, Ken Kuk, FSU Professor

Continued on page 14

http://www.cntrline.com


Coming Events
September 19
Students Night
Presented by AWS Detroit

September 17-19
Shipbuilding & Aluminum Conference 2019
Presented by AWS

October 13-18
AWS CWI Seminar
Presented by AWS National

October 19
AWS CWI Exam
Presented by AWS National

November 11-14
FABtech
Presented by AWS, FMA, SME, PMA, and CCAI

Meet The Editor...
Forrest Lissner

AWS CWI and ASNT NDT III

Mr. Lissner is a Certified Welding Inspector and NDT Level
III with over 30 years of experience with structural steel
fabrication and repair. His experience includes several years
as a general laborer, more than ten years of experience in
welding and fabricating, and over ten years of experience as
a Level II UT/MT/PT Technician with certification for tubular
structures. Since 2012, he has been employed as an AWS
Certified Welding Inspector. Mr. Lissner is currently serving
as QC Manager of a bridge fabrication facility where he
ensures fabrication and repairs are properly performed and
documented utilizing AWS, AASHTO, AREMA, ASNT, AISC,
ICC, RCSC, NACE, SSPC codes, strict customer specifications,
and recommended practices. 

Mr. Lissner has obtained the following certifications: 
• AWS CWI from testing to D1.1 
• AWS D1.5 code endorsement
• ASNT Level III UT and MT certification
• Several ICC Special Inspector certifications that include

Structural Bolting and Structural Welding

Mr. Lissner has attended the following centers for continuing
education: 

• The Ocean Corporation for Underwater Welding and
Non-Destructive Testing 

• Schoolcraft College for Blueprint Reading
• SW Oakland Vocational Education Center for Welding

and Fabricating

https://www.fabtechexpo.com
https://awo.aws.org/conferences/upcoming-conferences/shipbuilding-aluminum-conference-2019/?utm_source=American+Welding+Society&utm_campaign=c2e1f378e6-20181207.Events.Shipbuilding.SaveTheDate&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c2e978a06c-c2e1f378e6-4269263
http://www.milcomfg.com
http://www.obarausa.com


The 2019
AWS Detroit Section
Executive Committee
Spouse’s Night Dinner
was held on Saturday,
June 15th at Lelli’s of

Auburn Hills.

http://www.eisele-connectors.com


http://www.ati-ia.com
http://www.romanmfg.com
http://www.dengensha.com


Thank you to the 2019 golf
committee, without you, this
outing wouldn’t be the same: Brian
Peterson (Fronius), Susann Morfino
(RAM Solutions), Andre Young
(KUKA), Gary Kandt (Milco Mfg.)
and Tim Cesarz (Ret. CenterLine)!

One last note! A survey was sent
to all contacts that registered teams
and/or sponsorships. Your feedback
is important for next years outing.
Thank you in advance!

2019 AWS Detroit Section Golf Outing
The American Welding Society–Detroit Section Annual Golf Outing

was held on Thursday, July 25, 2019 at Cherry Creek Golf Course. The
outing was a success as 120 golfers turned out for a day of golf on a
beautifully conditioned golf course. The weather cooperated as we had
an extremely comfortable outing with a breeze and temperatures in
upper 70’s. As one of our section’s funds raising events this year’s outing
raised over $6,000 with all the proceeds contributing to grants and
scholarships. 

Contest winners from the 2019 AWS Outing are as follows:

1st Place Team (Score 58):
Gary Kandt, Vince Garrisi, 
Steve Vandevelde, Bill Ash

Long Drive:
Bob Legeret

Straightest Drive:
Jeff Nemeth

Closest to the Pin: 
Gary Kandt

Putting Contest:
Tim Hickman (1’1”)

Thank you sponsors!
-RAM Solutions
-SDK Engineering 
-Fronius
-Centerline
-Dengensha America
-Obara
-Milco Manufacturing
-Parker
-ARO Welding Technologies
-T.J. Snow Co.
-Changer & Dresser Corp
-RoMan Manufacturing
-Tarpon Automation
-Applied Robotics
-Rain Soft of Northern Michigan
-SMC of America
-Eisle Connectors Inc.
-Fusion Welding Solutions
-Lincoln Electric
-Proteus
-Advanced Cylinder Products

As with many of our
events, our sponsors
play a huge role in the
success of the event. The
AWS Detroit Section
would like to extend a
huge thank you to our
sponsors, participants
and to the many
volunteers that make
the outing possible. 



Co-op Welding Students,
Summer Interns and
Part-time Welders

Contact Pat Bell:
patricia.bell@detroitk12.org
or (313) 282-8171 in Detroit

CWI Seminar:  Oct. 13 – Oct. 18, 2019
Exam: October 19, 2019

Detroit Metro Airport Marriott
30559 Flynn Dr, Romulus, MI 48174

Phone: (734) 729-7555

http://www.matuschek.com
http://www.genesis-systems.com
http://www.cor-met.com
http://www.tipaloy.com
mailto:patricia.bell@detroitk12.org
http://www.luvata.com
http://www.sdkeng.com
http://www.arotechnologies.com


American Welding Society – Detroit Section
46th Annual High School Welding Competition

Washtenaw Community College
Ann Arbor, Michigan
May 3, 2019

This year marked the 46th year
the AWS Detroit Section held its
annual High School Welding
Competition which over 35 high
school seniors competed to showcase
their welding skills and knowledge
for a chance to win some really
amazing welding equipment and
scholarship funding. If you’re not familiar with the HSWC, the competition is specifically designed for high school
welding program seniors in an attempt to help prepare them for wherever their journey takes them beyond high
school; higher learning and the beginning of a successful career in the welding industry! The competition is an all-day
event where students are pushed to use the skills and knowledge they learned in class and apply it to a series of timed
welding projects and a fundamentals written test. The welded projects consist of an aluminum and a carbon steel

project where the students must
make the projects conform to a set
of blueprints where safety work
practices, dimensional tolerances,
weld size, weld process and weld
location are specified and scored.
They are also scored on overall
craftsmanship of their work and the
judges use a very rigorous scoring
rubric to place these projects.  

Please join me in congratulating
the following contest winners and
their respective school for all their
hard work!

1st place: Hayden Scott (South and West Washtenaw Consortium)
2nd place: Patrick Stanley (South and West Washtenaw Consortium)
3rd place: Robert Bennett (Jackson Co. Intermediate School District)
4th place: Brandon Peters (Flat Rock Community High School)
5th place: Jacob Konarski (Oakland Schools Tech. Campus Northeast)
6th place: Ian Martin (Flat Rock Community High School)

SUPPORTING COMPANIES
Royal Truck & Trailer
Service, INC.
ARO Welding
Technologies
Models and Tools
Fusion Welding
Solutions
Cor-Met
Roy Smith Co.

Grossel Tool Co.
Genesis Systems
Crown Alloys
United Technologies
Lincoln Electric
Hobart
Miller Electric
Obara USA

PraxAir
Fronius USA
Contractors Steel Co.
Lube Power
Eureka Welling Alloys
R.E. Automated Engr.
Services
Technical Welding
Services

The success of the High School
Welding Competition is only made
possible by the support we receive
from our welding suppliers, our
colleagues, patrons, section
members, etc. To those that have
contributed this year and in years
past, this competition supports the
very lifeblood of our community
and serves as an inspiration to our
young welders to further their
education, develop ones skills and
continue to pursue a career in the
welding industry. Your support has
been truly invaluable.

Best regards, Glenn Kay
AWS HSWC Chair



“My company is in the process of quoting the welding
of several small assemblies.  One of the materials

identified on the prints was listed in a manner we were not
familiar with.   After some internet searching we discovered
what the callout in question meant.  However, we were
curious why there appears to be such a wide range of callouts,
sometimes with multiple callouts being used to identify a
common material?”

“It seems fairly obvious that the ability to accurately
identify something is more than just important, it is really

essential. If we cannot accurately identify, and eventually
differentiate, one material (or location) from another it does
not take much imagination to envision the confusion and chaos
that would ensure. For an example very close to home, think of
your GPS system and how it must have a very exact address,
and it still can have issues.

Further, we know there are a wide range of materials in the
world. And it should come as no surprise that interested parties
from many different industries and organizations have coalesced
into trade groups and societies to represent the various broad
groups of material that make up the physical environment we
live in. For purposes of this conversation, we will focus on those
materials that can be readily welded – Think metals. This means
that, while very important to our world, you will not see anything
about plastic, wood, ceramics or other non-weldable materials
in this column.

Materials Organizations
The list of trade groups and societies (and countries) having a
say in the categorizing and naming of weldable materials is
rather lengthy. To focus our efforts, we will briefly discuss the
ones most relevant to the welding industry here in the states.
What this means is that an author of a similar column in
another country would most likely have a similar, but noticeably
different list. Finally, as we will discuss, no one entity seems
able to capture the full gambit of weldable materials under its
umbrella. Translation: be prepared to utilize more than one
callout per material.
American Iron and Steel Institute (AISI)
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM)
American Welding Society (AWS)
British Standards (BSI)
China (GB)
European standards (EN)
Germany (DIN)
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)
Japan (JIS)
Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE)
The Aluminum Association
World Steel Association (was IISI*)

Material Callouts
Each of the organizations above has their own way of identifying
the materials associated with them.  Some of these designations
may be fairly straightforward to interpret, while others require
a decoder ring (or a copy of the actual standard) in order to
discern what is what.

Also, as indicted earlier, some of the callouts can be complete

descriptions of the material, to include chemistry limitations
and physical property requirements. While other organizations
only focus on a limited number of material attributes (most
commonly chemistry). This means two different materials may
each have the identical callout from an organization, and have
different select properties.  Finally, these more generic standards
may need a companion document to fully describe the materials
in question.

As we initially talked about, it goes without saying that the
ability to accurately identify something is important. In our
next column we will take a bit of a deeper dive into a few of the
most relevant organizations to see how they help identify the
materials under their purview.”

If you have more questions about this topic, contact
Don Maatz at:
    R&E Engineering Services
    A subsidiary of R&E Automated Systems, LLC
    70701 Powell Road, Bruce Township, MI 48065
    (586) 228-1900 – Office / (734) 793-2304 – Direct
   dmaatz@reautomated.com

*Founded as the International Iron and Steel Institute (IISI) in October 1967.
It changed its name to the World Steel Association in October 2008.

References:
1) Resistance Welding Manual, revised 4th Edition
2) AWS B2.1/B2.1M-BMG:2014 Base Metal Grouping for Welding Procedure

and Performance Qualification
3) WorldAutoSteel Advanced High- Strength Steels Application Guidelines v6.0

s

Ask the Welding Engineer
By Donald F. Maatz, Jr. 

A:

Q:

mailto:gugelengineering@gmail.com
http://www.gugelphotography.com
mailto:dmaatz@reautomated.com
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“I spend a great deal of my time interfacing
with heads of manufacturing companies within
the Rust Belt of the US and I keep hearing the
same thing: our customers are facing major
challenges in finding skilled workers who are
prepared for jobs in the Advanced Manufacturing
Technologies industry,” said Dan Sheets, Vice-
President of Advanced Fabrication Technology
at Airgas.

“Airgas has a vested interest in helping our
customers remain competitive and we feel
that investing in programs such as the FSU
Welding Engineering Technology program will
pay dividends to our customer base in the
future.”

“After meeting with and understanding FSU’s
equipment needs, it was clear that a mechanized
cutting system would bring tremendous value
to the program over the coming years. Our
strategic cutting automation partners at
Hypertherm and Machitech stepped up and
collaborated to develop a solution that not
only fills the mechanized cutting technology
requirement but provides top-of-the-line
technology for the students,” Sheets continued.

Students enrolled in the Welding Engineering
Technology bachelor’s degree program at Ferris
State will also receive Hypertherm’s ProNet
CAD/CAM software.

AWS
Detroit
Awards
$3,000
ZF
Grant

On May 9th the Detroit Section of the American
Welding Society (AWS) awarded a ZF Gives
Grant of $3000 to the South & West Washtenaw
Consortium (SWWC) located at the Saline High
School.

In the picture, the recipient of the “big” check
is Paul McCullough who is the instructor of
the welding classes at SWWC. Earlier in May
two of Paul’s students placed 1st & 2nd in the
annual AWS Detroit high school welding contest
(written & skills based). Other people in the
picture, from the right to left, Mark Gugel the
current AWS Detroit section chairman, Wes
Doneth AWS Detroit Grant awards chairman,
Paul, Alina Canca and me (AWS District 11
Deputy Director). District 11 includes most of
Michigan’s lower peninsula, Northwest Ohio
and part of Ontario, Canada.

AWS Detroit Section is a nonprofit organization
with a mission to advance the science, technology,
and application of welding and allied processes,
including joining, raising, soldering, cutting,

and thermal spray. The main goal of the section
is to raise money for scholarships to support
our mission. Annual scholarships awarded for
postsecondary education amount to over
$70,000 based on academic applications &
the High School welding contest.

This 100% volunteer organization active in
Detroit and metro community since 1924. As
a member of American Welding Society national
(located in Miami, FL) we participate in activities
and share information through the main
organization, with other sections across the
United States. Every 2 yrs. we host a Sheet
Metal Welding Conference dedicated to bringing
experts together to discuss state of the art
welding & joining technologies for automotive,
transportation, & light manufacturing industries.
Between September & May every year the
Detroit Section publishes a monthly bulletin
to share industry news, organize & promote
monthly technical dinner meetings, and organize
technical training seminars for the community.

Entron Weld Stand
R&E Engineering
Services (RES), a
wholly owned and
ISO 9001:2015
certified subsidiary
of R&E Automated
Systems, LLC, is
proud to announce
our latest equipment
upgrade.

RES has now inte -
grated an Entron
iPAK 1500A LMI
inverter weld control
into our most capable weld stand.  With the
addition of this fully functional and highly
versatile control, our single-point direct welding
fixture weld stand is now capable of quickly
achieving welding currents that are truly eye
opening.

When utilized in conjunction with a RoMan
FRT-MFDC 225 kVA Power Source and a
CenterLine OHMA® Air over Oil force system,
the Entron iPAK 1500A LMI is able achieve a
current rise rate that results in a measured tip-
to-tip value of 45 kA in only 3 milliseconds
(ms), as determined by a Miyachi MM-370
meter.  Dependent on the transformer tap
configuration, secondary weld currents in
excess of 70 kA are also now possible.

RES’s newly configured weld stand is truly
capable of handling the most challenging of
resistance welding applications. The lab for
R&E Engineering Services is located at 70701
Powell Road, Bruce Township, MI 48065.  For
more details contact Lab Manager Don Maatz
directly at (734) 793-2304, or visit the R&E
web site (www.reautomated.com)

Member Spotlight
AWS has shared an amazing video interview
with our 2020 D8 Committee 2nd Vice Chair,
Andrea Peer of Ford Motor Company and Cue
Career with some great advice for young
professionals looking into a career in welding:
www.cuecareer.com/association-video/global-
core-biw-structures-closures-ford-motor-
company-aws/

A special thanks to Andrea Peer, a newly elected
member to our own Detroit section board, for
sharing her knowledge and experience. Please
feel free to share this with your friends and
colleagues! 

The AWS Foundation Workforce Development
team is working with an organization called
Cue Career, https://www.cuecareer.com/,
to enhance the image and visibility of careers
in the welding industry.  Cue Career is targeted
to high school and middle school students
and highlights various career tracks with
information and videos related to those careers.
For more information on how AWS is involved,
visit: www.cuecareer.com/industry
association/aws/

A Letter of Gratitude
Darrill A. Gaschler, Sr. Manager Sections and
Student Chapters at AWS HQ in Miami, received
a letter of gratitude from Sarah Walker that he
wanted to share with the AWS Detroit Section.
Mr. Gaschler forwarded his own message. It
reads, in part, “Thank you for all each of you
do with and for the American Welding Society
via your active involvement with the AWS
Detroit Section – and beyond.”

To the AWS Detroit Section,
I am deeply grateful to

receive the numerous
scholarships that you
have awarded me this
year. I will be graduating
with my master’s degree
in December 2019 and look
forward to being admitted to my
chosen Ph.D. program in fall semester of 2020.
I plan to use my Ph.D. to pursue a position as

an educator and leader within the welding
community with the goal of empowering other
career and technical instructors to teach the next
generation of welders and engineers.
I look forward to continuing my service as a

volunteer on the AWS Detroit Section Executive
Committee and hope to take on greater
responsibilities once I finish my studies.
Thank you and Sincerely, Sarah Walker

Hotline continued from page 5
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The Welding Sisters: Rene Nichols & Tonya
Robarge, Student Spotlight
Sisters Rene Nichols and Tonya Robarge have
distinct memories of driving around downtown
Minneapolis as their father pointed at all the
skyscrapers he worked on.

“Creating is sort of ingrained in us,” said Nichols,
the youngest of the two.

“The workshop in the garage was really significant,”
Robarge said. “The tools, the sawdust- that inspired
us.”

Working together in restaurants for about a decade, Nichols and Robarge
felt it was time for a change. With ambitions of opening a shop together
one day, the sisters enrolled in the Dunwoody Welding Department.

“I was researching new career paths and found Dunwoody’s highly
regarded welding program,” Nichols said. “It was always cool seeing
what our dad would make in the field of construction. I realized I had
a passion to create too. So, I applied.” Nichols received her degree in
May. After seeing the work her sister was doing here at Dunwoody,
Robarge followed. Robarge is on track to complete her degree in
December.

Both sisters enjoy hands-on work and have a history of working in
hands-on careers with their father and independently. However, they
have different goals within the industry moving forward.

“As a child I would take my dad’s tools and build tree houses,” Robarge
said. “I even hung drywall for five years, so it felt natural for me to go
into welding. But what I really want to do is use welding in an artistic

way. It is my dream to work in art. But
I have kids and a house to support so
it is not exactly easy.”

“What people have to understand is
welding is an art,” Nichols added. “By
having welding skills, that goal can
become easier to meet for my sister.
For me I am more straight forward
with my welding goals. But I do love
to create.”

Nichols is currently working in the field at LeJeune Steel Company in
Minneapolis. The company has completed landmark projects such as
the steel work for U.S. Bank Stadium. She is proud of the work she has
done and is currently working on the skeleton for the Las Vegas Raiders
Stadium, a project that is being worked on locally in the Twin Cities.

“I haven’t been in school for 13 years,” Nichols added. “I came here
determined to do well. I even got put on the Dean’s List last semester!”

Looking forward, Nichols aims to start her capstone project creating a
firepit.

“It has been 19 years since I went to school,” Robarge said. “Working
with instructors like Denise Bailey, Mark Schwendeman, and Ross Skattum
helped tremendously.”

“Our father instilled this in us,” Nichols said.
She continues the tradition of driving through
Minneapolis, making personal connections
with the skyline.

“I get to drive by U.S. Bank Stadium and say
we made that.” Nichols said. “Overall, I don’t
know what makes me want to do what I do.
But I know I love doing it.”

Hotline continued from page 14

Tonya, left, and Rene, right,
work on setting up a C300
welding unit.

http://www.plasmo.us.com
http://www.welform.com


AET Integration, Inc.
ARO Welding Technologies, Inc.

ATI Industrial Automation
AWS Chair Matching Contribution

CAE Tooling Services
Centerline, Ltd.

Changer & Dresser Corp.
Dengensha America Corp.

Forrest Lissner
Fronius USA, LLC

FUSION Welding Solutions
JEC Distributors, Inc.

LUVATA
Matuschek Welding Products, Inc.

Models and Tools, Inc

Obara Corp. USA
Ram Solutions, Inc.

RoMan Manufacturing, Inc.
Scott Pronger

Stäubli North America
The Ohio State University Welding

Engineering Alumni
United Technical LLC

Patrons

http://www.tjsnow.com
http://www.weldmold.com
https://www.fronius.com/en-us/usa/welding-technology
http://www.parker.com/weld

