
The Detroit Section held its’ May Technical Meeting
at United Technical in Whitmore Lake, Michigan.
Robert Dines, CEO of United Technical, was the host
and provided all guests with an overview of the
organization and a great venue for the event, that
included a pig-roast with all the trimmings.
Warren Peterson, Welding Engineering Manager

for United Technical, provided his insight into the
current state of the industry with a presentation
entitled Techniques for Joining Aluminum to Steel.
The presentation was followed by a tour of the United
Technical facility.
The 2017 May Technical event was also the section’s

awards night.  The following were honored at the
meeting for their contribution to the both the section
and the welding industry in general.  Congratulations
to all the awardees and thank you for your support
to the welding industry and the AWS-Detroit Section.

• Industry Sponsor Recognition Award Plaque: KUKA
Systems North America LLC, represented by Rod
Bereznicki and Robin Michon for Michael LaRose,
Executive Vice President and AET Integration Inc.,
represented by Cindy Jiang, founder, and Jack Sang

• Section Appreciation Award Plaque: Elizabeth
Hetrick, Ford Motor Company and Tim Cesarz,
Centerline Limited

• Distinguished Service Award Plaque: David
Beneteau, Centerline Limited

May Technical Meeting Recap/Awards Night
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News From National!
Scholarship Deadlines Extended Until July 1st. To apply for these
scholarships please visit the scholarship site at scholarship.aws.org.

Jack R. Barckhoff Welding Management Scholarship
This scholarship is available to a college junior pursuing a minimum four-

year bachelor degree in welding engineering at The Ohio State University.
Applicant must have a minimum 2.5 overall grade point average.
Proof of financial need is not required to qualify. Those students when

seniors entering The Ohio State University graduate school in welding
engineering will be considered if there are no qualified junior welding
engineering candidates. Applicant must complete a 300-500 word essay on
how they see their role once they have graduated in improving the world of
welding and the welding industry in the United States, and how will they use
their education to improve the U. S. competitive position in welding and
manufacturing. The applicant must be a citizen of the United States.
Any OSU Welding Engineer going into the Research Field upon graduation

is not eligible to receive a Jack R. Barckhoff Welding Management Scholarship.
The annual award is $2,500.

Robert L. Peaslee Brazing Scholarship
This scholarship is available to a college junior or senior pursuing a

minimum four year bachelor degree, or a graduate degree student, in an
engineering school program with an emphasis on Brazing Applications. The
applicant must have a minimum 3.0 in engineering courses. Financial need
is not required to qualify. The applicant must be a citizen of the United States,
Canada, or Mexico, and be attending an academic institution located within
the United States or Canada. The annual award is $5,000.

RWMA Scholarship
This scholarship is available to a college junior pursuing a minimum four-

year bachelor degree in Welding Engineering or Welding Engineering Technology.
The applicant must have a minimum 3.0 overall GPA. The applicant must
express interest in the resistance welding process while pursuing a career in
welding engineering, and must take one semester in resistance welding.
Financial need is not required to qualify. The applicant must be a US or
Canadian citizen attending an accredited institution in the US or Canada. The
student must provide an essay of 500 words or less about why they wish to
become involved in the resistance welding industry. The annual award is $2,500.

Editor’s Notes
Hello!  I know last month I said,

“Bye ‘til next fall,” so you are probably
thinking, really?  Another issue? Our
section still had several events
happening and it didn’t seem right to
wait until the fall to get the
information out there, so here we are
with a “bonus issue!”
Summer’s almost upon us, so

maybe you can peruse through this
issue on a rainy afternoon, or while
relaxing on your deck soaking up the
sunshine and a cool drink.  
We hope you enjoy the articles and

pictures in this bonus issue and look
forward to reaching out to you in the
fall!
Finally, thank you to all of you –

for contributing to the e-bulletin,
reading, or passing it along.
To all my writers of articles, “Thanks

for a great season!” And to our
publisher, Dianne, of DiMac Graphic
Solutions, “Thank you” for allowing
us one more bulletin for the year!
Have an enjoyable summer!
‘Til fall, remember to Keep on

Welding!

Robin 

https://scholarship.aws.org/applications/
https://scholarship.aws.org/applications/
http://ww2.esd.org/home.htm
mailto:dcrist@romanmfg.com
http://www.awsdetroit.org


http://www.welform.com
http://www.eisele-connectors.com
http://www.plasmo-us.com


AWS Detroit Section and ZF Award $3000 to STEAM!
On Friday April 21st a check for $3000 was presented to the Highmeadow Common Campus STEAM school 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) part of the Farmington Hills school system. The funds were via 
a grant provided by the ZF Community Care program, This will be used to purchase welding equipment for the 
new welding lab which will be part of the new facility currently under construction. This lab will provide 
education opportunities to over 800 students in the future. STEAM is an alternative to traditional education 
where the focus is on partnerships with industry and introducing students at an earlier age to focus on 
technology as part of their education.

The check was presented to principal Dyanne Sanders and Superintendent George Heitsch during a Friday morning
assembly. We were then given a tour of the new facility that is under construction. This facility will allow for doubling
the number of students the STEAM school can engage with.  
The representatives presenting the check were : Nicole Krstevski – HR Generalist from ZF, Mark Rotary – ZF, Tyler

Alexander from AWS Detroit - Chairman, Wesley Doneth – AWS Detroit 1st Vice Chairman.  
Please visit their website as part of their concept is to engage engineers from industry and encourage them to participate

with their programs. https://www.farmington.k12.mi.us/hcc

https://www.farmington.k12.mi.us/hcc


http://www.milcomfg.com
http://www.sdkeng.com
http://www.matuschek.com
http://www.fronius-usa.com
http://www.genesis-systems.com
http://www.obarausa.com
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http://www.cntrline.com
http://www.tjsnow.com
http://www.weldmold.com
http://www.cor-met.com


New Lightweight High Force Reduction Gear X-Gun
BEDFORD, OH. Dengensha
America’s new High Force
Lightweight Reduction Gear X-Gun
is extremely effective for high-
strength steel applications. Lighter
in weight and with a smaller frame,
users can count on production
efficiency. With its new high torque
reduction gear, it is capable of an
electrode force ranging from 4.8
to 7kN. With its new proprietary primary part design, including the gun
arm made from aluminum, the Lightweight High Force Reduction Gear X-
Gun total weight ranges from 90 to 97kg. It is compatible with Fanuc, Nachi,
Yaskawa, Kawasaki, Kuka, and ABB robots with a small footprint. For more
information about the new High Force Lightweight Reduction Gear X-Gun,
contact Steve Andrassy at Dengensha America Corp/ 7647 First Place Drive,
Bedford, Ohio 44146/ Phone: 1-440-439-8081/ Email:
sandrassy@dengensha.com / Visit us: www.dengensha.com.

Awards: United Technical was honored at an awards ceremony during
the thirteenth annual Michigan Celebrates Small Business gala event, 
May 4, 2017 in Lansing, Mich. United Technical, Inc. is an engineering

June Hotline
technology company that provides project support within four key
business units:  
1. Consulting – Welding Engineering Technology & Metallurgy
2. Inspection – ASNT Qualified Inspection Personnel
3. Materials Testing Laboratory – A2LA Accredited
4. Welding Academy – AWS Certified Educators.

United Technical is an AWS Accredited Testing Facility and AWS
Educational Institutional Member.

Our team of experienced professionals provide support in many
areas ranging from weld procedure development, process validation,
mechanical testing, laboratory services, failure analysis, on-site
inspection services and weld process training.

As a united team, we work together to implement solutions and
optimize customer’s manufacturing processes, through development,
testing, validation and training. 

“United Technical utilizes a “hands-on” approach to understand and
implement the science of manufacturing technology” says Robert Dines,
President of United Technical.”

http://www.unitedtechnicalinc.com
http://www.dengensha.com
mailto:sandrassy@dengensha.com


June 5, 2017
Engineering
Society of Detroit
presents:
Continuing
Education for
Engineers
Systems
Modeling

July 20, 2017
AWS Detroit Section Annual Golf
Outing!
Cherry Creek Golf course
www.AWSDetroit.org 

July 23 – 28, 2017
AWS Miami, FL
Instructor’s Institute

Co-op Welding Students,
Summer Interns and
Part-time Welders

Contact Pat Bell:
patricia.bell@detroitk12.org
or (313) 282-8171 in Detroit

Election Results for the Upcoming
2017/2018 Season
These are the election results from this April’s elections.
Please congratulate and welcome the new faces to their positions!

Section Chair
Wesley Doneth, Fronius USA LLC

1st Vice Chair
Mark Gugel, General Motors

2nd Vice Chair
John Sutter, Abicor Binzel
1st Assistant to the Chair

John Pippin, Jr., Milco Manufacturing Company

2nd Assistant to the Chair
Eric Lichtfusz, Roush

3rd Assistant to the Chair
Nathan Miller, Rochester Welding Co., Inc.

Members-at-Large
(alphabetical):

Stephen Gucciardo, FCA

Brian Handhold, Ford Motor Company

Jeff Hill, ARO Welding Technologies

Glenn Kay, II, Washtenaw Community College

Brian Peterson, Fronius USA LLC

Summertime Happenings!

http://www.arotechnologies.com
http://www.henrob.com
mailto:patricia.bell@detroitk12.org
mailto:patricia.bell@detroitk12.org
http://www.icrservices.com
http://www.aws.org/events/detail/instructors-institute
http://www.awsdetroit.org
http://www.trumba.com/calendars/ESDevents#/?i=2
http://www.trumba.com/calendars/ESDevents#/?i=2
http://www.trumba.com/calendars/ESDevents#/?i=2
http://www.trumba.com/calendars/ESDevents#/?i=2
http://www.trumba.com/calendars/ESDevents#/?i=2


The annual AWS Detroit section’s High School Welding
Contest took place Friday, May 12 at Washtenaw
Community College. The students did an excellent job and
walked away with some great prizes! Our top 5 winners
also received scholarships totaling $9,000!
The winners this year all came from the same school,

Flat Rock Community High School.
Congratulations to our winners and their instructor! 
Justin Goretski took 1st place, followed by Pat Orourke

in 2nd place. Third place was John Dolencic, fourth place
was Ed Stock, and our fifth place winner was Domonic
Banas.
There were seven (7) schools represented this year!  This

was very exciting because there were a few new schools
in the mix!  

The high schools that participated:

Golightly Career and Technical Center
Flat Rock Community High School

Oakland Schools Technical Campus South East 
Oakland Schools Technical Campus North East

South West Washtenaw Consortium
Woodhaven High School

We hope to see more students and more schools
participate each year! 

How does this happen? What makes a great contest?
Lots of sponsors, volunteers and donations.
We’d like to thank all our volunteers! Without you, the

contest would not run as smoothly as it does!

Thank YOU to our Volunteers:
Ray Roberts Glen Knight
Wes Doneth Tyler Alexander
Mark Rotary Jeff Hill
Jim Osborne Glenn Kay
John Bohr Dan Galiher
Brad Clink Alex Pazkowski

Glenn Kay II

Thank YOU to all our sponsors and our host, 
Washtenaw Community College, for your

support!
Aro Welding Technologies Air Gas USA

COR-MET Contractors Steel
Crown Alloys Eureka Welding and Alloys
Fronius USA Fusion Welding Solutions
Roy Smith Co. Genesis Systems
Grossel Tool Hobart Brothers

Lincoln Electric Lube Power
Miller Electric Obara USA

Praxair Robo Vent Products
R. E. Automated Technical Welding Services

Engineering Services Weld-Aid Products

44th Annual High School Welding Contest Results!



http://www.ati-ia.com
http://www.romanmfg.com
http://www.dengensha.com


52000 Cherry Creek Dr, Shelby Charter Township, MI 48316 

www.cherrycreekgolf.com 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 
Proceeds to benefit grant and educational initiatives 

2017 AWS Golf Outing 

Registration:  8:00AM—9:00AM 

Driving Range: 8:00AM—9:00AM 

Shotgun Start: 9:00AM 

Format: 4- man Scramble 

Lunch: Hotdog 

Dinner: Chicken & Beef 

1. Payment                             

Contact Andre Young:    586-665-3692  |  andreyoung@kukarobotics.com 
34209 Grove Dr. Livonia, MI 48154 

 Best Score  
 Hole– in– One  
 Skins  
 Straightest Drive  
 Closest to the Pin 

Credit Card / On-Line—www.awsdetroit.org 

A– Company Name  

B– Names of those in the foursome(s) 

C– Your Contact info– Name, Phone, E-mail 

Qty Total 

Foursome $600 

Individual** $150 

Dinner Only $50 

$500 Sponsorshipᵗ $500 

$300 Sponsorshipᵗ $300 

$150 Sponsorshipᵗ $150 

$100 Sponsorshipᵗ $100 

Grand Total 
ᵗ See Sponsorship 
Page for detail 

** will be confirmed when a 
complete foursome is made 

Check (complete form, send to address below 
  Contact information at the bottom of the page         

**NEW** 
All Contests Included 

 Longest Drive  
 Putting Contest 

 Gambling Hole  

 Beat the Pro  

50/50 

Chinese 

Grand Prize 

Proceeds to benefit grant & 
educational initiatives 

501(c)3  
Charitable  

Organization 

2. Send Participant Information

E-mail (address below) 

Post mail (address below) 

Register Online 

E-mail Link 

http://www.awsdetroit.org/events.html
https://awsdetroit11.wufoo.com/forms/x1ckswia12xkgyr/
mailto:andreyoung@kukarobotics.com?subject=AWS%20Golf%20Outing
https://awsdetroit11.wufoo.com/forms/x1ckswia12xkgyr/


$150 Tee Sponsorship (24 available) 

 Sign with Company Logo Tee (24 available)

Cart Name Tag 

Longest Drive Hole  

Straightest Drive Hole 

Closest to the Pin  

$300 Sponsorship  (4 available) 

 Sign with Company Logo

Lunch Beverage Cart  

$500 Contest Sponsorship  (7 available)    

 Sign w/ your logo or Your Table Cloth

 Location at the contest

 2 Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner tickets

 Spend about 5 min w/ each foursome

Hole-in-one Contest  

Gambling Hole 

Putting Contest 

Donation for Give Away 

Given to prize winner 

Donation for Raffle 

Breakfast 

Beat the Pro’s Shot 

Given to every Golfer (144 golfers) 
Company Promotional Material  

$500 Logo Giveaway Sponsorship (3 available) 

 Company Logo Giveaway (144 golfers) Poker Chip 

Contact Andre Young:    586-665-3692  |  andreyoung@kukarobotics.com 

34209 Grove Dr. Livonia, MI 48154 

Club Brush Pillow Bag 
(Tees, Divot Repair, Ball Mark) 

     2017 AWS Golf Outing 
Sponsorship/ Support Opportunities 

Proceeds to benefit grant and educational initiatives 

Please understand that sponsorships are available on a first come first serve basis. 

501(c)3  
Charitable  

Organization 

$100 Table Sponsorship (18 available) *** NEW THIS YEAR*** 

One of our committee members experienced this and we thought we’d give it a try. 

You decorate a table to your liking!  Supply gifts for the eight people (2 foursomes) 

that will be seated at the table (no assigned seating).  You can use company logo 

material or other gifts of your choosing.   

Table  (18 available) 

 

Cherry Creek GC
52000 Cherry Creek Dr, Shelby Charter Township, MI 48316 

Thursday 
July 20, 2017      

Filled N/A

Filled N/A

-- 20 Still Available

-- 16 Still Available

Filled
N/A

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjU_ODn5qbSAhVq04MKHVhBC-IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fforewomengolf.typepad.com%2F&bvm=bv.147448319,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGMx1w109Tlselp15PtbRLZlVIwtA&ust=1487959378161192


The Simple  
and Beyond

TH
E

For more information or to register, contact: Karen Gilgenbach (262) 613-3790, Karen.gilgenbach@airgas.com
Or download more information: http://www.aws.org/milwaukee-NRAWC-2017

National Robotic Welding Conference & Exhibition 2017

Data Driven, Flexible Manufacturing with One Robot or Many

with Bonus Tour on June 5Tuesday, June 6  
& Wednesday, June 7, 2017

American Welding Society ®
D16 COMMITTEE

A SW

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
This two-day event with a bonus day hosted by Miller Electric features two tours of companies utilizing robots 
in applications that range from the “Simple to Beyond.” On Tuesday, the conference features two tours for each 
conference attendee. One tour will be of Kohler Power Systems, a manufacturer of large fuel tanks for power 
generation. The second tour will be of Telsmith Inc., an Astec Industries Company. Telsmith Inc. has been providing the 
global mining and aggregate industries with crushing and vibrating equipment, modular and portable plants for over 
100 years. On Wednesday the conference will feature a variety of industry leaders presenting on data driven flexible 
manufacturing with one robot or many, and how to optimize upstream processes. Proceeds fund the John F. Hinrichs 
Memorial Endowment, which provides scholarships to students in welding and engineering.

MATC is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution and complies with all requirements of the Americans With Disabilities Act. MATC is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission,  
Commission on Institutions of Higher Education, the national standard in accrediting colleges and schools for distinction in academics and student services.



Miller® invites you to learn about automation technology and welding processes

•  Tour our facilities and see how people and process make a difference in the production of industry
leading welding equipment

•  Watch demonstrations of robotic systems and state of the art welding processes

• Join us for dinner and conversations with our engineers and experts from across the welding industry

•  Miller will provide transportation

Agenda:
•  12:00 pm – 12:30 pm Bus loading at the Hotel & Conference Center

•  2:30 pm – 6:30 pm Tour of Miller manufacturing facilities, robotic manufacturing, laser welding 
systems, robotic welding process demonstrations 
• Robotic welding solutions for low volume, high mix applications
• Laser welding and demonstrations
• Insight Centerpoint™ welding intelligence
• Discussion and interaction with Miller engineers and employees

•  6:00 pm – 7:00 pm Dinner and discussions

• 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm Bus ride back to Milwaukee

•  9:30 pm Arrival at hotel and conference center

Miller Tour • June 5, 2017

ITW Welding

Overcoming Obstacles
to Automation



National Robotic Welding Conference & Exhibition 2017 

The Simple and Beyond 
Data Driven, Flexible Manufacturing with One Robot or Many. 

Sponsored by the 

AWS D16 Committee 

American Welding Society Milwaukee Section, 

Milwaukee Area Technical College 

June 6
th

 and 7
th
 

With Bonus Tour on June 5
th

  

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

This two-day event with a bonus day hosted by Miller Electric features two tours of companies 
utilizing robots in applications that range from the Simple to Beyond. On Tuesday, the 
conference features two tours for each conference attendee. One tour will be of Kohler Power 
Systems, a manufacturer of large fuel tanks for power generation. The second tour will be of 
Telsmith Inc, an Astec Industries Company. Telsmith Inc has been providing the global mining 
and aggregate industries with crushing and vibrating equipment, modular and portable plants 
for over 100 years. On Wednesday the conference will feature a variety of industry leaders 
presenting on data driven flexible manufacturing with one robot or many, and how to optimize 
upstream processes. Proceeds fund the John F. Hinrichs Memorial Endowment which provides 
scholarships to students in welding and engineering.  

For more information or to register, contact: 
Karen Gilgenbach (262) 613-3790 

Karen.gilgenbach@airgas.com 
Or download more information: 

 http://www.aws.org/milwaukee-NRAWC-2017

http://www.telsmith.com/products/crushing-equipment
http://www.telsmith.com/products/vibrating-equipment
http://www.telsmith.com/products/modular-plants
http://www.telsmith.com/products/portable-plants
mailto:Karen.gilgenbach@airgas.com


HOTEL REGISTRATION: 
For Reservations call 414-481-2400  
Or toll free 866-481-2400. 

Clarion Hotel & Conference Center 
5311 South Howell Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 

Room Rates 
King   $95 
Two Queens  $95 

The Clarion Hotel is easily accessible off Interstate 94/894 at the airport exit and we offer 
complimentary shuttle to and from the airport 24/7 on demand.  Our hotel is directly across the 
street from the airport. 

The hotel offers an on site restaurant and lounge, room service, full service gym, business center 
and indoor pool.  All of the guest rooms have microwaves and refrigerators, coffee makers, hair 
dryers and ironing boards and irons.  High speed wireless internet is available throughout the hotel 
for no charge. 

The hotel is minutes from several golf courses, and is close to many popular area attractions, 
including the Boerner Botanical Gardens, the Bradley Center arena, Lake Michigan, the Miller 
Brewing Company and the Milwaukee County Zoo. There are a variety of restaurants and 
cocktail lounges located in the area. Be sure to visit the on-site Cork 'N Cleaver Restaurant and 
enjoy daily gourmet specials, a selection of wines, Friday Fish Fry and Sunday Brunch. The 
restaurant also provides room service with extensive menu selections. 

Milwaukee Area Technical College’s ECAM Center: 

Milwaukee Area Technical College is a co-
sponsor of the National Robotic Arc Welding 
Conference. Segments of the event will take place 
at the Center for Energy Conservation and 
Advanced Manufacturing. This new, $9 million, 
34,000 square-foot applied technology center at 
the MATC Oak Creek Campus is designed to  



June 6
th

, 2017:  Hosted by Milwaukee Area Technical College,

Telsmith and the Kohler Company 

7:00 – 7:30 am  Light, healthy breakfast at MATC 

7:30 – 7:50 am  Exhibit Viewing at MATC 
This is a unique opportunity to see live demonstrations, and tabletop displays of cutting edge 
products, while talking to industry leaders about their technologies, and how they may apply in 
your particular application. 

7:50 – 8:00 am Welcome from MATC- At Lecture Hall 

8:00 - 8:35 am Using Big Data for Productivity- Synchronized Sourcing 
Jeff Adams, President, Laser Precision LLC 
In keeping with the conference theme of using data to drive decisions, this presentation will 
focus on using data and information processing in a comprehensive way to synchronize capacity, 
production and decision making with changing customer needs and requirements.  

8:35 - 9:10 am  Presentation from Kohler Power Systems in Preparation for Tour 

Ted Lake, Senior Project Analyst, Kohler Power Systems 

Review the implementation of robotic welding for fuel tanks for Kohler industrial generators.  A 

look at robotics in high mix/low volume production. 

9:10 – 9:45 am   Presentation from Telsmith in Preparation for Tour 
Matt Haven, President, Telsmith   
A leading manufacturer of mining and aggregate equipment reviews the process involved with 

launching a multi-process robotic welding cell for large fabrications. 

9:45 – 10:10 am Break and Open Networking 

10:10 – 10:45 am Implementing a Robotic Laser Welding Solution for CNC-Formed 
Steel Engine Cooling Lines 
Adam Waldvogel, RB Royal 
This presentation will focus on the process through which RB Royal of Fond Du Lac, WI 
implemented a robotic laser welding solution to produce cooling lines for a new water-cooled 
engine offered by an industry leading motorcycle manufacturer.  

10:45 – 11:20 am AWS D16 Committee on Robotic Arc Welding – Projects Review 
Darren Pape, Wolf Robotics and Karen Gilgenbach, Airgas USA, LLC 

11:20 – 11:30 am Break and Open Networking 

11:30 – 12:00  pm Load Buses for tours. 
The conference will feature two tours. The conference attendees will be broken into two groups. 
One group will arrive at Telsmith first. The other group will arrive at Kohler first. Boxed 
Lunches will be provided on the buses. 

4:30 pm Buses will stop at MATC, and at the Clarion. 

5:45 pm  Cash Bar at the Clarion- Networking 

6:30 – 7:15 pm  Keynote Speech 
Ajita Rajendra, President and CEO, A. O. Smith Corporation 

7:15 – 8:00 pm  Dinner at the Clarion Hotel 



8:00 – 8:30 pm Awards - AWS D16 Committee Excellence in Robotics Award 



June 7
th

, 2017:  Hosted by Milwaukee Area Technical College

7:00 –  7:30 am  Light, healthy breakfast at MATC 

7:30 –  8:00 am  Exhibit Viewing at MATC 
This is a unique opportunity to see live demonstrations, and tabletop displays of cutting edge 
products, while talking to industry leaders about their technologies, and how they may apply in 
your particular application. 

8:00 - 8:35 am  Production Monitoring – Data Trends in Welding  
Matt Albright, The Lincoln Electric Company 
The presentation discusses the effects of Big Data in manufacturing and the role welding 
equipment will play in providing useful actionable information. 

8:35 - 9:10 am Getting Started in Robotic Welding Systems  
Bob Rochelle, Güdel Inc
The presentation will identify and review the essential components of a Robot Based Welding 
System. It will include the process, challenges and the mistakes commonly made integrating 
robots in welding applications. 

10:15 - 10:50 am Welding Positioners     
Terry O'Connell, Hawk Technology 
Manufacturers of large, heavy parts must continually improve productivity, assure weld quality 
& safety in a low volume/high mix world. Combining Intelligent Positioners with weld 
monitoring and software tools provides dramatic improvements. As production levels increase, 
Intelligent Positioners can transition from manual to robotic decreasing automation capital 
requirements significantly. 

10:50 - 11:25 am All-In-One Robotic Welding Cells     
Russ Passmore, Cloos Robotic Welding 
All-In-One cells can also be easily configured for different workflow requirements providing a 
highly effective yet streamlined production solution. 

11:25 - 12:30 pm Lunch and Exhibit Viewing 

12:30 - 1:05 pm Remotely Operated, Multi-Function Robotic Work Cells    
Buck Barber, Navus 
Adaptive Welding Robots have traditionally been employed to handle low skill, repetitive tasks. 
With the tools and features available today for offline programming, sensing, tool changing, and 
remote monitoring, systems are gaining the flexibility and reliability needed to change the 
dynamics of a single robot. 

1:05 - 1:40 pm High Power Laser Hybrid Laser Arc Welding Process Advantages 
and Applications for Bridge Fabrication 
Alex Matteson, Thomas Hay, TechKnowServ  
This presentation discuss the applicability of HLAW to thick high strength steel with GMAW’s 
ability to fill the joint. 

1:40 - 2:00 pm Break and Exhibit Viewing 

2:00 - 2:35 pm Advancements in Robotic Gas Metal Arc Welding 
Josh Williamson, Fronius 
Technology Gas metal arc welding technology has been advancing at a very rapid pace.  This 
presentation with go over some of the latest welding processes and data acquisition/monitoring 
solutions. 



 

2:35 - 3:10 pm Automation Strategies for a New Era of Manufacturing  
Gord Attridge, PDSI 
Creating effective solutions for automated welding and cutting applications in high-mix/low 
volume manufacturing environments can be challenging. 
See how the right mix of software, hardware and sensing technology can create viable 
opportunities out of once impossible challenges. 
 
3:10 - 3:45 pm Truckin’ with Aluminum     
Chris Anderson, Motoman – YASKAWA 
Cases where robotics were applied to aluminum semi-trailer welding will be reviewed.  Some 
details regarding equipment configuration, sensor application, and programming of joint details 
will be contrasted for differences from typical steel production. 
 
 



 

National Robotic Arc Welding Conference & Exhibition 2017 

Registration / Fees: 

Payments may be made online at http://sections.aws.org/milwaukee/ 

or mailed in. Email to karen.gilgenbach@airgas.com 

Registration / Exhibit Form: 

Name:________________________ Email:_________________________________________ 

AWS Member (y/n) _____ AWS Member Number: _________________________________ 

Title:____________________ Company____________________________________________ 

Address (bus / home?) :_________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________________   State:_____________  Zip: ______________ 

Daytime phone:_______________________________ Fax:____________________________ 

Email address:________________________________________________________________ 

Type of Business:______________________________________________________________ 

Primary Job Function:_________________________________________________________ 

Technical Interests: ____________________________________________________________ 

Dinner Choice (circle one):  Chicken, Vegetarian, Beef 

       Yes  No: 

Plan to attend Miller Electric Bonus day?  ____  ____ 

Plan to attend Telsmith tour?    ____  ____ 

Plan to attend Kohler tour?    ____  ____ 

   Member: Nonmember:     Qty:       Total:  

Attendee fee   $395            $495                     ____     _____ 

Exhibitor Fees  $595    $595     ____     _____ 

Student   $50 / day $95 / day         ____     _____  

What size T shirt would you like?   _________________ 

     Total:          ____    _____ 

Once tours are full, attendees can register for the conference without tours for a 

$100 discount (Option 2). 

While we do our best to accommodate all attendees, our tour locations have to option to exclude 

competitors. If there is an issue with your attendance on a tour you will be contacted. 

Signature:________________________________________________ 

Special Considerations: In accordance with the Americans with disabilities act (ADA) we strive to accommodate any additional needs. Please 

contact us at 1-262-613-3790 for further information or to make us aware of a possible concern 

Form may be printed and mailed with payment to:  AWS- Milwaukee Section C/O Karen Gilgenbach, 

Airgas, Inc 5120 68
th
 Ave, Kenosha WI 53144 

 

http://sections.aws.org/milwaukee/
mailto:karen.gilgenbach@airgas.com


 

 

Robotic Welding Conference History:    
 

Celebrating the conference’s 34
th

 year! 
 

The conference was started by John Hinrichs of AO Smith Corporation through a 

partnership with the University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee and its Continuing Education Program 

in 1983.  This year marks the 34
th

 anniversary of the conference. The mission of the conference 

was to present new and emerging technology in the areas of welding and automation.  The 

conference was unique in that it did not have a call for papers but instead was an invited list 

based on what technologies were viewed as being cutting edge at the time.  The conference 

prospered for many years in downtown Milwaukee but in 1992 the attendance was starting to 

decline (can you spell Milwaukee in February?) and the decision was made to move to Florida.   

 

This change in venue to Orlando was done in conjunction with the American Welding 

Society (AWS) and with the addition of Paul Ramsey (former AO Smith Welding Research 

Manager and AWS President) as Co-Chairman.  The next few years the emphasis was placed 

even more on introducing very new technologies as evidenced by the first presentation in North 

America about Friction Stir Welding at the 1994 conference.  In 1997 a partnership was formed 

with the AWS D16 Committee on Robotic and Automatic Arc Welding to assist in the running 

of the conference and highlighting the work being done by this group in the areas of standards.  

The name of the event was changed to the AWS 1st Robotic Arc Welding Conference and 

Exhibition. 

 

In 1999 Jeffrey Noruk, D16 Chairman, joined John and Paul as a co-chairmen and 

continued to strengthen the relationship with the D16 committee via the presentation of 

educational material associated with standards on Safety, Do’s and Don’ts, Qualification and 

Certification of Personnel  and Robotic Equipment Interfacing. 

 

In 2005 we came full circle with the conference moving back to Milwaukee, but this time 

in conjunction with the local AWS Milwaukee Section and the Milwaukee Area Technical 

College.  This conference has been held every other year (the “odd years”), and is modeled after 

the highly successful Detroit Sheet Metal Conference which is held in “even years”.   

In 2012 our friend and mentor, John F Hinrichs, passed away. The proceeds from the 

2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013 and 2015 conferences started the John F Hinrichs Memorial 

Endowment through the AWS Foundation, which is currently funded to $373,343 and provides 

over $18,000 annually in the form of scholarships to students in areas of Welding and 

Engineering. 

Profits from this conference will go towards the John F Hinrichs Memorial Endowment.  

The format of a conference and exhibition will be maintained as well as the close ties to the 

AWS D16 committee. 
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