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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain
Officers.

(e)        On June 17, 2026, the stockholders of Empire Petroleum Corporation (the "Company”) approved the Company’s 2026 Stock and Incentive Compensation
Plan (the "2026 Plan”). The 2026 Plan reserves 1,200,000 shares of the Company’s common stock for issuance thereunder. As a result of such approval, no further
awards will be made under the Company’s 2024 Stock and Incentive Compensation Plan.
 

All employees and consultants of the Company and its subsidiaries and all non-employee directors of the Company are eligible to receive awards under the



2026 Plan, as determined by the Compensation Committee of the Board of Directors (the "Committee”) or the Board of Directors. The Committee will administer the
2026 Plan. Awards under the 2026 Plan may be granted in any one or a combination of the following forms: incentive stock options; non-qualified stock options;
stock appreciation rights; restricted stock; restricted stock units; performance shares; performance units; cash-based awards; and other stock-based awards.

 
A more detailed description of the 2026 Plan is contained in the Company’s Proxy Statement on Schedule 14A for the Annual Meeting of Stockholders filed

with the Securities and Exchange Commission on April 30, 2026. The 2026 Plan is filed as Exhibit 10 to this Current Report on Form 8-K and is incorporated by
reference as though fully set forth herein.

 
 

 
Item 5.07 Submission of Matters to a Vote of Security Holders.

On June 17, 2026, the Company held its Annual Meeting of Stockholders (the "Annual Meeting”). A total of 39,779,537 shares of the Company’s common
stock were entitled to vote as of April 20, 2026, the record date for the Annual Meeting. There were 30,408,848 shares present, in person or by proxy, at the Annual
Meeting (or 76.44% of the outstanding shares), at which the stockholders were asked to vote on four proposals. Set forth below are the matters acted upon by the
stockholders at the Annual Meeting, and the final voting results of each such proposal.

 
Proposal One — Election of Directors

 
The stockholders voted to elect three directors to serve for a term expiring at the annual meeting of stockholders in 2027 and until their successors are duly

elected and qualified. The results of the vote were as follows:
 

      For       Withheld  
Broker

  Non-Votes  
Michael R. Morrisett 20,291,265 878,573 9,239,010
Vice Admiral Andrew L. Lewis (Ret.) 20,509,740 660,098 9,239,010
J. Kevin Vann 20,564,930 604,908 9,239,010

 
 
 

Proposal Two — Advisory Vote to Approve
Named Executive Officer Compensation

 
The stockholders voted to approve, on an advisory basis, named executive officer compensation. The results of the vote were as follows:
 

      For        Against   Abstain 
Broker

  Non-Votes  
20,676,312 425,115 68,411 9,239,010
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Proposal Three – Approval of the Empire Petroleum Corporation
2026 Stock and Incentive Compensation Plan

 
The stockholders voted to approve the 2026 Plan. The results of the vote were as follows:

 

      For        Against    Abstain  
Broker

Non-Votes
20,679,661 489,113 1,064 9,239,010

 
 
 

Proposal Four – Ratification of Appointment of
Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm

 
The stockholders voted to ratify the appointment of Grant Thornton LLP as the Company’s independent registered public accounting firm for 2026. The results

of the vote were as follows:
 

      For        Against    Abstain  
Broker

Non-Votes
30,104,778 2,163 301,907 -0-

 
 
 
 
Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits.
   

The following exhibits are furnished or filed herewith.

Exhibit
Number

 

 
Description

10 Empire Petroleum Corporation 2026 Stock and Incentive Compensation Plan (filed as Annex A to the Company’s Proxy Statement on Schedule 14A,
filed on April 30, 2026, and incorporated herein by reference).
 

104 Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document).
 

https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/887396/000107261326000353/empire-prox_19052.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/887396/000107261326000353/empire-prox_19052.htm
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SIGNATURES
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the

undersigned hereunto duly authorized.
 
 
 
 EMPIRE PETROLEUM CORPORATION

 
 
 

 

Date:      June 22, 2026 By: /s/ Michael R. Morrisett  
 Michael R. Morrisett

President and Chief Executive Officer  
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