
     5   Vancouver Business Journal August 15, 2014

“There is a concerted effort to get 
the shoreline right the first time,” 
Hannon added. “The surprisingly 
strong current [of the Columbia], 
the shipping lanes being so close to 
shore and natural erosion will be 
accounted for from the beginning.” 

Terracing and steps along with 
methods of armoring along the 
shoreline will bolster the banks. 
Otherwise, the river’s edge will be 
left in as natural a state as possible. 

Design cues for the park and 
much of the new development 
will capture the character of the 
Columbia River itself, the historical 
culture of Vancouver and public 
art from local artists. 

Such a major undertaking 
cannot happen overnight. The 
waterfront project will unfold in 
phases over the next several years. 
Finalized designs and construction 
readiness are set to be completed 

this summer and fall. The first 
construction is underway – the 
expansion of esther and Grant 
streets which slip under a pair 
of new railroad bridges. These 
will be two of three streets that 
will connect downtown with this 
section of the waterfront. 

Private development in the new 
space is slotted to break ground 
next spring with work on the park 
itself in the summer of 2015. The 
first phase of the park should be 
finished the following summer. 

Gramor Development is leading 
the $1.3 billion project. 

“Working with the city has been 
great. They are ‘all in’ on this 
project,” said Barry Cain, president 
of the Tualatin-based development 
company. 

Being an instrumental part of 
the vision of the project since the 
beginning has been extremely 

helpful throughout the planning 
process, Cain said. 

“Coordinating all the phases of 
construction – roads, the park and 
the buildings, helps to make all the 
projects work together,” he said. 

On schedule
According to both Cain and 

Hannon, the waterfront park, 
along with the rest of the 32-acre 
project, is tracking along according 
to schedule. 

A proposed oil terminal at the 
Port of Vancouver was one of few 
concerns throughout the process, 
Cain admitted. However, the 
developer said he is confident 
that it won’t be an issue moving 
forward. 

“Funding, funding, funding,” 
Hannon said, referencing the only 
other challenge the project has 
grappled with. 

Grants for infrastructure 

improvements to the major arterial 
roadways, connector streets and 
walking paths have been critical to 
the initial phase of the project.

Columbia Waterfront llC, a 
private investment group led by 
Gramor Development, has worked 
closely with the city, including the 
allocation of the riverfront park 
footage.

“It is a big deal, raising money 
and receiving grants for a project 
like this,” Cain admitted.

That said, Hannon expects 
Requests for Quotes (RFQs) and 
other construction documents to 
be completed this summer and was 
pleased to share that the city has 
several grants pending to aid in the 
process. 
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Julie Hannon, Vancouver Parks and Recreation Director, said that Requests for Quotes (RFQs) and other construction documents related to Columbia River 
Waterfront Park should be completed this summer. the city of Vancouver has several grants pending to aid in the process.
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A building construction project, 
whether for a new building, 
renovation, addition or repair, 
represents a significant financial 
commitment by the project owner. 
The technical design and details 
of the project, largely decided 
upon by the project architect and 
engineers, will dictate a large 
percentage of the project costs. Yet 
despite significant trust and project 
control afforded to architects and 
engineers, project design teams are 
often assembled casually, utilizing 
poor selection criteria. Add value 
to your next project by avoiding the 
following common mistakes when 
selecting an architect or engineer.

1. Assume all licensed design 
professionals are the same  

Not all architecture or 

engineering stamps are created 
equal. engineers and architects 
possess diverse backgrounds and 
professional experiences, rendering 
any one professional either more, 
or less, prepared for your specific 
project needs. For example, 
while some professionals are well 
suited for new design projects, 
others are more experienced with 
the intricacies of working with 
existing buildings. Understand 
the unique background of 
prospective project team members 
and ensure an appropriate match 
with your project type. Be wary of 
design consultants that represent 
themselves as capable of handling 
“any and all” types of projects. 
Instead, retain consultants that 
know their professional limits 

and are willing to practice within 
those limits. Develop professional 
relationships with more than one 
architect and engineer, and work 
with the consultants best suited for 
your current project.  

2. expect to get more than what 
you pay for

We all want a good deal when 
purchasing goods or services. That 
same motivation is present when 
procuring professional design 
services. Resist the urge to select 
a consultant based solely upon 
lowest fee. While fee cannot be 
ignored, the low-cost provider 
of professional design services 
often does not represent the best 
value to a building construction 
project. Do you really want the 
architect and engineers willing to 

work for the least fee 
deciding upon the 
floor plan, windows, 
roofing, foundation 
system and roof 
structure for your 
building? Will low 
design fees result in 
incomplete drawings 
and specifications 
that ultimately cost 
you much more in 
delays and change 
orders, or even 
defects? Design fees 
represent a small percentage of the 
total project cost, yet the services 
they retain will significantly 
influence the success and quality 
of the project. When entering 
into contracts with architects and 

engineers, consider the 
project phases that occur 
after the design phase is 
complete. For example, 
the construction phase 
can be the most important 
part of a project; design 
professionals can continue 
to add value to the 
project by conducting 
jobsite observation visits, 
responding to contractor 
questions, addressing 
unforeseen conditions and 
entertaining last minute 

changes.  
3. Skip the referrals
The phone book and Internet 

How noT to select a building design consultant
Five common mistakes when selecting architects & engineers
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a timeline
Delivering a premium venue for new businesses, shops and living 

spaces from reclaiming a forgotten industrial site will be a major 
change for Vancouver’s southern most edge.

Here is how the timeline is to unfold:

Railway Phase  
– began in 2011, completed

Roadway Phase  
– began in 2013,  2 of 3 roadways completed

Finalize Park Design  
– Fall 2014

Private Development Construction Begins  
– Spring 2015

Phase One Park Construction Begins  
– Summer 2015 

Phase One Park Construction Complete  
– Summer 2016

Phase Two Park Construction  
– TBA
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One of the most asked questions during challenging or uncertain times is,   

‘Who are the leaders of the future?’ Never has that been more prevalent or appropriate than now. 

At the Vancouver Business Journal we ask the community to help us answer that question  

through our annual Accomplished & Under 40 program. You know who these young achievers are.  

Go to www.vbjusa.com to 
Nominate the young leader you know today!  

Nomination deadline: September 30, 2014  
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are not where you want to find an 
architect or engineer. The design 
and construction industry is well-
suited for offering and receiving 
reliable referrals. experienced 
and qualified architects and 
engineers have proven themselves 
on past projects, demonstrating 
their competencies to the 
contractors, design professionals 
and owners of those projects. 
These are the people from whom 
you want referrals. Architects 
usually hire engineers as sub-
consultants. Want a great 

referral for an engineer? Ask 
an architect. engineers often 
work with multiple architects 
and can compare and contrast 
their skills and attributes. Want 
a great referral for an architect? 
Ask an engineer. And don’t forget 
contractors, who can assess the 
“constructability” of an architect’s 
or engineer’s designs, something 
that will directly affect the bids 
for your project.  

4. One size does not fit all
Many small design firms are 

formed when the principal of a 
larger firm breaks away to form 
a new firm. These smaller firms 
often possess a wealth of industry 
knowledge and experience. The 

owner of a smaller firm may be 
more frequently involved with 
your project, representing an 
opportunity to receive more 
customized and personal 
services. A larger firm may be the 
right fit for your project when the 
schedule is aggressive and large 
quantities of human resources 
are needed over a shorter period 
of time. A larger firm also offers 
increased staff redundancy, 
which may prove beneficial 
for a long duration project, or 
for projects that require near-
constant accessibility to the 
design team. either way, don’t 
confuse firm size with experience 
or competency. Instead, focus 

upon the professional experience 
and attributes of the individuals 
within those firms that would 
consult on your project.  

5. Don’t consider personalities
A building design and 

construction project can often 
last many months, and even 
years. life is short, and we spend 
a large part of our waking hours 
working to support our families. 
Overlooking the human aspect 
of the design team can often lead 
to a sense of drudgery, or even 
resistance, when project meetings 
and similar commitments are 
needed. Can you personally 
work well with the prospective 
architect and engineers? Is this a 

person that will be an asset to the 
project team chemistry? When 
there’s a problem, can you trust 
them to work with you honestly 
and effectively? If needed, could 
the engineer or architect be called 
upon to clearly articulate complex 
design options to non-technical 
decision makers? While technical 
competency is paramount, don’t 
forget to consider the personality 
behind the stamp.

Brandon Erickson, PE, SE is 
the principal and founder of 
Erickson Structural Consulting 
Engineers, PC in Vancouver. He 
can be reached at 360.571.5577 or 
brandon@ericksonstructural.com.
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Public Notices
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030                                                            

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

FOR CLARK COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate of: 

JEFFREY DEAN BURDG, Deceased.
NO. 14-4-00600-5

  The Personal Representative 
named below has been appointed 
as Personal Representative of this 
estate.  Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, before 
the time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the claim in 
the manner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or mailing 
to the Personal Representative or the 
Personal Representative’s attorney 
at the address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the original of 
the claim with the court in which the 

probate proceedings were commenced.  
The claim must be presented within 
the later of:  (1) Thirty days after the 
Personal Representative served or 
mailed the notice to the creditor as 
provided under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) Four months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in Section 11 of 
this act and RCW 11.40.051 and RCW 
11.40.060.  This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.  DATE 
OF FILING COPY OF NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS with Clerk of Court: 
July 15, 2014  DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION: August 1, 2014             

THERÉSE A. GREENEN, WSB 
#22243 Attorney for Estate  DON 
BURDG  Co-Personal Representative  
MARGARET S. BURDG Co-Personal 
Representative 

Address for Mailing or Service: 

GREENEN & GREENEN, PLLC,  
Attorneys at Law

1104 Main Street, Suite 400, 
Vancouver, WA  98660 (360) 694-
1571 Court of Probate Proceedings: 
Clark County Superior Court, PO 
Box 5000, Vancouver, WA  98666 
(360) 397-2292  Cause No.: 14-4-
00600-5 

Greenen & Greenen, PLLC attorney 
and Counselors at Law, 1104 Main 

Street, Suite 400, Vancouver, WA 
98660 (360) 694-1571 

Aug 1,8,15
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

RCW 11.40.030
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR CLARK 

COUNTY
In the Estate of: WAYNE L. 
CHRISTENSEN, Deceased.

No. 14-4-00568-8
  The Personal Representative 

named below has been appointed 
as personal representative of this 

estate. Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, before 
the time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the claim in 
the manner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or mailing 
to the personal representative or the 
personal representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the original of 
the claim with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were commenced. 
The claim must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days after the 
personal representative served or 
mailed the notice to the creditor as 
provided under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after the date 
of first publication of the notice. If 
the claim is not presented within 
this time frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 and 11.40.060. 
This bar is effective as to claims 

against both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets. Date of First 
Publication:                    August 1, 2014   
Personal Representative: VIRGINIA 
I. CHRISTENSEN  Attorney for the 
Personal Representative:  GREG J. 
CALL, WSBA #17608

GREG CALL PC, 212 E 22nd 
Street, Vancouver, WA  98663 (360) 

695-6790
Aug 1,8,15

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

FOR CLARK COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate of: 
THEODORE LAURENCE 
GLOVER, SR. Deceased. 

NO. 14-4-00636-6
  The Personal Representative 

named below has been appointed 
as Personal Representative of this 
estate.  Any person having a claim 

against the decedent must, before 
the time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the claim in 
the manner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or mailing 
to the Personal Representative or the 
Personal Representative’s attorney 
at the address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the original of 
the claim with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were commenced.  
The claim must be presented within 
the later of:  (1) Thirty days after the 
Personal Representative served or 
mailed the notice to the creditor as 
provided under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) Four months after the date 
of first publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented within 
this time frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise provided 
in Section 11 of this act and RCW 
11.40.051 and RCW 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims against both 

the decedent’s probate and nonprobate 
assets.  DATE OF FILING COPY 
OF NOTICE TO CREDITORS with 
Clerk of Court: July 25, 2014   DATE 
OF FIRST PUBLICATION:  August 
8, 2014  THERÉSE A. GREENEN, 
WSB #22243, Attorney for Estate   
THEODORE L. GLOVER, JR. Personal 
Representative  Address for Mailing or 
Service: GREENEN & GREENEN, 
PLLC, Attorneys at Law  1104 Main 
Street, Suite 400, Vancouver, WA  
98660 (360) 694-1571 Court of Probate 
Proceedings:  Clark County Superior 
Court,PO Box 5000, Vancouver, WA  
98666 (360) 397-2292

Cause No.: 14-4-00636-6 
Greenen & Greenen, PLLC Attorneys 
at Law, 1104 Main Street, Suite 400, 

Vancouver, WA 98660 (360) 694-1571
Aug 8,15,22


