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In today’s world, cell phones have become an ubiquitous presence in our lives. They contain a wealth of 
information about our daily routines, conversations, and relationships. This information can be incredibly 
valuable in child custody cases, where disputes over parenting rights and responsibilities can often be 
resolved by examining the contents of a cell phone.

Child custody cases can be complex and driven by emotion, with sides presenting different interpretations 
of events and circumstances. However, cell phone data can provide a clear and objective picture of what 
has taken place, helping to make informed decisions about the best interests of the child.

One of the most valuable datatypes contained within a cell phone are text messages. Text messages can 
provide evidence of communication between the parents, revealing conflicts or disputes that have arisen. 
They can also shed light on the parent’s behavior and relationship with the child, such as negative 
comments or inappropriate decisions.

In addition to text messages, cell phone forensics can also uncover other forms of communication, such 
as emails, instant messages, and social media posts. Analyzing how often the parent is on their phone 
can help determine how attentive they are while they are with their child. Furthermore, cell phone data can 
provide evidence of a parent’s behavior and habits, such as alcohol or drug use, gambling, or any other 
activities that may impact their ability to care for the child. This data can be used to ensure that the child is 
living in a safe and stable environment.



Cell phone data can play a critical role in child custody cases, providing objective and relevant information 
for parents and their attorneys so they can gain valuable insights into the relationship between the parents 
and the child.

Timothy R. Primrose, Mobile Forensics Analyst with DJS Associates, Inc., can be reached via email at 
experts@forensicDJS.com or via phone at 215-659-2010.
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