
Expert Witness Experience: 

RONALD R. KNIPLING, Ph.D. 

President, Safety for the Long Haul Inc. 

October 2021 

 
Dr. Ron Knipling has supported 14 plaintiff lawsuits as an expert witness as well as one patent 

infringement defense case.  Services have included reviewing diverse case materials, writing expert 

opinions, preparing deposition questions, and in-person testimony.  Cases have primarily involved 

driver fatigue, asleep-at-the-wheel, driver distraction (e.g., cell phone use), and other driver errors.  

Clients have included truck drivers, car drivers, other car occupants, and surviving families.  Fleet 

management topics addressed have focused on fatigue and distraction management, but have also 

covered a full spectrum of relevant safety management practices.  All supported cases to date have 

settled favorably for clients.  Specific cases have included: 

 

Thomas J. Henry Law Firm, San Antonio, TX (Current).  Two occupants of stopped car on an 

Interstate were killed when rear-ended at highway speed by a truck driver who had for hours been 

talking on a hands-free (HF) cell phone.  Case debate involves cognitive driver distraction and the 

question of whether HF phone use raises crash risk.  Two major safety research methods have 

generally provided opposite findings regarding HF phone safety.  Driving simulator studies have 

documented at least five types of performance deficits associated with HF phone conversations and 

other cognitive distractions.  Naturalistic Driving (ND) methods collecting “Safety-Critical Events” 

(SCE) have generally not detected performance deficits.  Dr. Knipling’s work over the past decade 

has proven that ND SCEs (swerves, hard-brakings, lane drifts) are not representative of harmful 

crashes and thus not relevant to the causation of this two-fatality crash.  Safety management practices 

by the trucking company are also under examination in this case.  Dr. Knipling is reviewing case 

evidence and research literature while developing his opinion.  Attorneys:  Robert Wilson, Richard 

Hunnicutt, Kandyce Palamarchuk. 

 

McGinn Law Firm, Albuquerque, NM (Current).   A fatal crash on I-40 in NM involved three 

tractor-semitrailers, all with sleeper berths occupied by co-drivers.  A truck departed its lane, crossed 

the median, rolled over, and was struck by a second oncoming truck.  A third truck then struck both.  

The scenario and records suggest asleep-at-the-wheel as a primary cause.  The second truck’s driver 

was killed and its occupant was severely injured with permanent disabilities.  As an expert witness, 

Dr. Knipling is supporting the cases of these two individuals.  To date, work has included case 

evidence review and preparation of draft deposition questions for Truck #1’s principal motor carrier 

representative.  These questions addressed the crash scenario, general carrier safety management 

practices, carrier managers’ knowledge about driver fatigue, company fatigue management and 

driver training practices, vehicle-based driver monitoring and crash prevention technologies, carrier 

crash investigation, and the company’s subsequent efforts to mitigate highway risks.     
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Schrom, Shaffer, & Botel, P.C., Media, PA (Current).  Attorney: Gerard K. Schrom. This rear-end 

crash occurred in traffic on Rt. 202 in Chester County Pennsylvania.  A work fleet vehicle rear-ended 

our client at moderate speed, totaling both vehicles.  Our client suffered a disabling cervical spine 

injury.  The specific mistakes/misbehaviors of the striking driver could not be determined with legal 

certainty.  Case evidence included a police report, officer deposition, depositions of both drivers, and 

depositions of two corporate officials of the security service company operating the work fleet of 

drivers and vehicles.  Opinion focused on a full spectrum of work fleet safety management 

deficiencies.  Essentially, the company had no driving safety program other than to check driver 

Motor Vehicle Records (MVRs).  Given the size of the fleet and its operations, this constituted 

negligent safety management.  Specific risk factors leading to the crash included: 

• An acknowledged high-risk young driver 

• A lax employee screening/hiring system born of nepotism 

• Non-existent safety policy and guidance; e.g., no safety manual 

• Non-existent company safety training 

• No meaningful management evaluation of its drivers or total fleet performance 

• A weak management response to driver misbehaviors 

• Non-use of onboard safety monitoring and follow-up corrective training 

• No meaningful company investigation of the crash or follow-up remediation. 

 

Wyatt Law Firm, San Antonio, TX.  An oilfield mechanic fell asleep-at-the-wheel after being 

called in by the company at midnight to fix a flat tire.  He struck a large truck and was killed.  The 

decedent regularly worked 80-hour work weeks and was called in to do overnight repairs after long 

day hours.  When he crashed and died shortly after midnight, he had worked 31 of the previous 41 

hours.  The lawsuit is on behalf of his widow.  Dr. Knipling has reviewed case evidence, prepared 

deposition questions for defendants, wrote two preliminary opinions, and has been deposed by 

defense.  Testimony has focused on fatigue indicators in the crash scenario, acute and chronic sleep 

deprivation from the decedent’s grueling schedule, fatigue that is prevalent in many oilfield 

operations, company fatigue management failures, and a generally deficient safety management 

program.  Principal Attorneys:  Paula Wyatt, George Deutsch. 

 

Scott Law Firm, Conroe, TX.  In the early morning a Hazmat-cleanup work crew truck driver fell 

asleep and rear-ended, at speed, a motorist stopped at a traffic light.  That motorist was seriously 

injured.  The worker had driven from the clean-up site where he had unexpectedly been called in to 

work an overnight shift.  He admitted having fallen asleep-at-the-wheel.  Plaintiff’s case focused on 

the company’s failure to proactively manage worker fatigue, train its workers, and mitigate the 

fatigue effects of an unexpected overnight work shift.  Broader safety management deficiencies were 

discovered; for example, the company’s extensive written safety policies and prescribed procedures 

were largely ignored in its actual operations.  This case settled favorably within ten days following 

submission of an expert opinion covering nine areas of safety risk not mitigated by the company.  

Attorney: Patrick Scott.      
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Wyatt Law Firm, San Antonio, TX.  In an early morning crash, an oilfield worker fell asleep-at-

the-wheel, ran a stop sign, and collided with a vehicle on the crossing highway. The son of a 

company supervisor, he had been hired just weeks before.  He had been inadequately screened, 

trained, and monitored. The lawsuit is on behalf of the driver of the crossing vehicle, who suffered 

serious back injuries.  Dr. Knipling’s opinion included a conceptualization of crash genesis, and 

discussions of crash preventability and fault, evidence for asleep-at-the-wheel the proximal crash 

cause, lack of company safety controls over the young driver, deficient company fatigue 

management, and non-use of vehicle-based safety technologies.  Case settled favorably 

following submission of the opinion.  Principal Attorneys: Paula Wyatt, Clayton Rainey. 

 

Fargason, Booth, St. Clair, Richards & Wilkins, Lubbock, TX.  In 2019 Dr. Knipling assisted a 

plaintiff tank truck driver who was seriously injured in a crash with a large pickup truck owned by a firm 

engaged in oil field operations in West Texas.  The pickup nearly rear-ended the tanker, apparently due to 

a driver microsleep episode.  The pickup driver swerved to the right around the tanker, but then a serious 

sideswipe crash occurred.  Dr. Knipling reviewed depositions and other case evidence.  He provided a 

written opinion and deposition questions for questioning defendant corporate officials.  Dr. Knipling’s 

opinion identified evidence for driver fatigue within the crash scenario, and also excoriated the defendant 

company’s operational and labor practices in regard to their effects on employee health, wellness, 

alertness, and safety.  This case settled favorably before any deposition or trial.  Plaintiff Attorney: James 

F. Perrin. 

 

Wyatt Law Firm, San Antonio, TX.  In 2018 Dr. Knipling supported a large truck driver who was 

seriously injured in a head-on crash with a work vehicle owned by an oilfield services company and 

driven by its employee.  The employee was driving following a 12-hour night shift.  Neither he nor his 

company acknowledged that he had fallen asleep-at-the-wheel, but case evidence indicated that this was 

probable.  Dr. Knipling wrote preliminary and supplemental reports in support of the plaintiff’s case.  The 

18-page opinion addressed the crash scenario, depositions of both drivers, defendant company 

representative deposition, range of possible crash causes, most probable cause, and inferences regarding 

company fatigue management, other safety management, and other causal precursors of the crash.  

Defense attorneys filed a motion to exclude Dr. Knipling’s testimony based on an assertion of 

unreliability; i.e., a tenuous analytic link between case evidence and expert conclusions.  A hearing on the 

issue was called and Dr. Knipling testified before the court to defend the analytic links described in the 

opinion and also its scientific basis.  The presiding judge never ruled because the case was settled shortly 

thereafter with a favorable outcome for the plaintiff.  Principal plaintiff attorney:  Gavin McInnis. 

 

Wyatt Law Firm, San Antonio, TX.  Dr. Knipling also supported Wyatt and attorney McInnis in 

another asleep-at-the-wheel crash with some similarities to the above case.  The plaintiff was a driver 

injured in a sideswipe crash occurring in the morning after a tow truck driver had fallen asleep and drifted 

laterally into his vehicle, causing loss of vehicle control.  Case evidence regarding the tow truck driver 

indicated a long history of crashes, moving violations, and criminal conduct. Evidence also indicated that 

the driver was in a state of extreme acute fatigue at the time of the crash.  Evidence regarding the towing 

company revealed glaring safety management deficiencies and even management practices tending to 
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encourage risky driving.  Dr. Knipling’s 23-page preliminary opinion addressed the crash scenario, key 

defendant admissions, the tow truck driver deposition, tow company president deposition, and related 

deficient and even harmful safety and fatigue management practices of the tow company.  This case 

settled when Dr. Knipling was in San Antonio, awaiting to be deposed the following day; thus the 

deposition was not needed.  Principal plaintiff attorney:  Gavin McInnis.       

 

Walkup, Melodia, Kelly, & Schoenberger, San Francisco, CA.  In 2019 Dr. Knipling reviewed the 

Police Accident Report, extensive photos, a DriveCam video (of driver and forward view), commercial 

driver logs, and two depositions relating to a California fatal pedestrian crash involving a tanker truck.  In 

April 2019, testimony was planned but was postponed on the day before its scheduled date at the request 

of opposing attorneys.  No expert written opinion was required.  The tanker company denied fault and the 

tanker driver pleaded the 5th Amendment, yet the video showed the truck over the lane edge and also 

showed the driver to be drowsy.  Plaintiff’s case for punitive damages rested largely on Dr. Knipling’s 

enumeration of evidence indicating that driver fatigue was operative as a major causative factor in the 

crash.  Plaintiff Attorney: Douglas S. Saeltzer. 

 

Expert Witness, Opinion, & Deposition for Rutter Mills L.L.P., Norfolk, VA.  Dr. Knipling supported 

the truck driver plaintiff in a complex crash involving two large trucks and other vehicles.  Support 

included a 16-page expert opinion and in-person deposition by defense counsel.  Topics addressed 

included key aspects of the crash scenario and the safety management topics relating to the defendant 

driver and employer.  These included driver fatigue and Hours-of-Service compliance; driver medical 

condition; driver selection, hiring, and orientation; driver monitoring and evaluation; safety meetings and 

training; vehicle maintenance; vehicle safety equipment; company crash investigation and due diligence; 

and company management structure and safety culture.  The case settled favorably.  Plaintiff Attorney: 

Adam Lotkin. 

 

Wyatt Law Firm, San Antonio, TX.  Dr. Knipling reviewed case evidence and wrote a 35-page opinion 

in support of a winning plaintiff case against a large trucking company in a triple fatality highway crash 

where the truck struck a passenger vehicle stopped in an Interstate work zone traffic backup.  Evidence 

indicated that the driver had fallen asleep-at-the-wheel.  The opinion addressed the following areas of the 

case and failures of defendant motor carrier safety management leading to the crash: 

• Crash scenario and evidence 

• Hours-of-Service compliance 

• “Beyond compliance” driver fatigue and health management 

• Scheduling and work pressure 

• Management of team drivers 

• Driver selection, hiring, and orientation 

• Driver monitoring and evaluation 

• Driver safety meetings and training 

• Management development and training 

• Vehicle maintenance 

• Vehicle safety equipment 
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• Crash investigation  

• Management structure and safety culture 

This case was settled just prior to a scheduled deposition.  Principal plaintiff attorney: Paula Wyatt. 

 

Expert Witness and Opinion for DeWitt Ross & Stevens, Madison, Wisconsin.  Dr. Knipling wrote a 

9-page opinion in support of a winning plaintiff case against a trucking company in a serious six-vehicle 

crash where the truck was the original striking vehicle.  Topics addressed included crash scenario and 

likely causation; likely defendant driver Obstructive Sleep Apnea; regulatory non-compliance including 

Hours-of-Service, non-use of electronic logs; and company safety culture/management practices.  The 

case settled favorably.  Plaintiff Attorney: Eric Farnsworth. 

 

Expert Witness, Opinion, and Deposition for Daimler-Benz Attention Assist System Patent 

Litigation.   Under contract to Shearman & Sterling LLP, Dr. Knipling provided consultation, wrote 

expert report, and provided in-person deposition testimony as an expert witness in a winning defense of 

the Mercedes-Benz Attention Assist drowsy driver detection system.  Developed a history of drowsiness 

detection technology development and analyzed related patent claims for their scientific validity and 

originality.  Writings and testimony focused on the invalidity of the plaintiff’s 2001 patent based on its 

completeness and on the state of public scientific knowledge at the time.  Case was dismissed by judge 

before trial.  Attorney: Michel Souaya. 

 

 

Dr. Knipling’s opinions, testimony, and other case support are based on his 40 years’ experience in traffic 

safety research, and specifically on his important past publications.  This includes his comprehensive 

2009 textbook on large truck safety entitled, Safety for the Long Haul; Large Truck Crash Risk, 

Causation, & Prevention.  Dr. Knipling has also written major reports for the National Academies of 

Science, Technology, and Medicine on driver drowsiness/fatigue, fleet safety management, safety 

management for small motor carriers, driver risk, driver screening and selection, onboard behavioral 

monitoring and corrective interventions for drivers, and fleet operational practices to reduce risk.  He is 

currently the Subject Matter Expert on a U.S. DOT project to compile and summarize the latest scientific 

information on driver drowsiness and fatigue.   


