Dynamic Markings & How To Read Them
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Common Dynamic Markings & Definitions
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Pianississimo

Pianissimo

Piano

Mezzo Piano

Mezzo Forte

Forte

Fortissimo

Fortississimo

Diminuendo

Crescendo

Decrescendo

Very Very Soft

Very Soft

Soft

Medium Soft

Medium Loud

Loud

Very Loud

Very Very Loud

Gradually becoming softer

Gradually becoming louder

Gradually becoming softer

—_—  —— Messa di voce Becoming louder then softer
- Accent Emphasized beginning w/ quick taper
Staccato Last part of note silenced to create separation

A Marcato ("roof top") As loud as an accent & as short as a staccato



